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“University Scholar” Designation at Graduation

The 10 hours of the University Scholars curriculum are required for graduation with the designation “University 
Scholar.” 

Phi Eta Sigma

Phi Eta Sigma is a national honor society that recognizes high academic achievement in the freshman year. 
Students who achieve a 3.5 average at the end of their first year of study are eligible for membership. 

Phi Kappa Phi

Phi Kappa Phi is a national honor society that honors students in all academic fields on the basis of excellent 
scholarship and integrity of character. Juniors and seniors may be accepted into membership in a number up to 
one-tenth of the graduating class.

Who’s Who

Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities is a national organization that publishes the names and 
records of outstanding college students from all over America. The selection is based on scholastic ability, 
citizenship and leadership. Any junior or senior is eligible for consideration. Selections are made by a special 
faculty and student committee. 

Awards

An annual Honors Day Program in the spring gives recognition to students who have made outstanding 
achievements in scholarship and citizenship. In addition to more than 50 special honors and awards, college 
and departmental honors are given to outstanding students in lower- and upper-division categories. 

Credit Hours, Grades, Grade Point Averages,  
and Examinations

The basic unit of credit at The University of Tennessee at Martin is the semester hour. This normally represents 
one hour of lecture or recitation or two hours of lab work per week. Each course at the university carries a 
number of semester hours of credit specified in the course description. At the completion of each course, a stu-
dent will be assigned a grade reflecting the student’s performance in the course. Passing grades normally carry 
with them a certain number of quality points per semester hour of credit in the course. A student’s grade point 
average (GPA) is obtained by dividing the total number of quality points the student has accumulated by the total 
number of GPA hours the student has attempted, not including hours for which grades of W, WD, WP, I, P, SP, S, 
AU, NR and PP have been received. (See the next pages for explanation of these grades and grade calculation 
when repeating courses.) 

Undergraduate students are graded on the following scale: 

	 Grade 	 Performance	 Quality Points
		  Level	 Per Semester Hour of Credit
	 A	 Superior	 4
	 B	 Good	 3
	 C	 Average	 2
	 D	 Below Average	 1
	 F	 Failure	 0
Failure. A student whose work is wholly unsatisfactory shall be marked “failure” with grade of F. To receive 
credit for a course in which he/she has made an F, a student will be required to sign for the same course again 
and earn a passing grade. However, if a senior does not successfully pass one subject during the semester of his/
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her intended graduation, that student shall have the privilege of standing examination at the opening of or during 
the next semester. If he/she is successful, he/she will receive his/her degree at the next commencement. 

Conditional. A student whose work is unsatisfactory, but who, in the judgment of the instructor, is capable of 
removing the deficiency without repeating the work in class, shall be marked “conditional” with a grade of E. 
If a student is reported conditional in any subject, the conditional grade will be allowed to stand, but will be 
counted as a failure in computing the average until the E has been removed. It is expected that the student will 
remove the E during the next semester in which he/she is in residence, but no later than two years after he/she 
receives the conditional grade. The student need not be enrolled to remove the E grade. After two years, the 
work must be repeated in class if credit is to be gained. A senior conditional in any subject may be given the 
opportunity to remove the deficiency before the close of the semester, but no later than the last day before 
commencement, provided that successfully passing these courses will make him/her eligible for graduation. 

Incomplete. The work of a student who is passing a course satisfactorily but cannot complete all of the 
requirements due to illness, accident, or unavoidable circumstances shall be reported as “Incomplete” with the 
grade of I. Any faculty member may give an I in any course to a student whom the faculty member regards as 
deficient in English in that course, but who is otherwise passing. The I will be removed when the Department 
of English certifies to the instructor that the student has made the necessary improvement. It is expected that 
the student will remove the I grade by the end of the next full semester after it is received. The student granted 
a bona fide I by his/her instructor may have the next full semester to complete the work necessary to erase the 
I before it is computed as an F. Thereafter, it shall be computed as an F until changed by the original instructor 
as a result of student action within one academic year. If the work is not completed within that time, the I shall 
become a permanent F on the student academic record. The student need not be enrolled to remove the I. 

Auditor. Students may audit courses subject to the approval of the adviser and of the instructor whose class is 
visited. Instructors have the authority to drop a student who is auditing if the student does not satisfy the require-
ments as outlined by the instructor when permission is granted to audit a course. Auditors may take part in lab 
or fieldwork only by permission of the instructor, consistent with departmental policy. Students not registered 
for credit courses may be admitted as auditors only with the consent of the dean of the college in which the 
course is offered. Auditors are required to register, process appropriate paperwork and pay the regular fees 
prior to the end of the period designated for adding courses. An AU will be assigned instead of a grade.

Other Grades.  NR (not reported) is assigned if an instructor does not report a grade by the administrative 
deadline. The NR will calculate the same as an Incomplete. P (pass) designates a passing grade without further 
indication of performance level. The grade of P is also used to indicate satisfactory progress on graduate thesis 
and problems courses in lieu of thesis. PP (portfolio passed) is assigned to portfolio credit that has been 
awarded. Portfolio credit is limited to the B.U.S. degree area of interest and calculates the same as a P. PP credit 
does not count toward University of Tennessee at Martin hours, nor toward four-year institutional hours. When 
the Faculty Senate has approved extension of a one-semester course beyond one semester and the college 
cannot assign proportional credit and grades, the grade of SP (Self-Paced) may be recorded. The SP grade will 
be assigned to students not completing all required coursework for the semester, but satisfactorily completing 
a specified minimum percentage of the coursework. The minimum for each course will be determined by the 
department offering the course but will not be less than 50 percent of the work required for the full semester. A 
student receiving an SP grade will re-register for the same course and will be required to finish the remaining 
coursework during the second semester, at the end of which he/she will receive grades of A, B, C, D, or F. If a 
student receives an F after the second semester, he/she may register for the course a third time but must finish 
all work during that semester. If a student does not re-register for the course in which he/she received an SP 
grade, or if he/she does not return to UT Martin the next semester, he/she will receive an F at the end of that 
semester. The SP grade will not compute in the cumulative average. An S (satisfactory) grade will be assigned 
at the end of the first semester for a course which requires two semesters to complete. The hours credit will be 

Credit Hours, Grades, GPA and Examinations



42

counted in the course load but will not be counted in computing the grade point average for the first semester. 
To receive credit in a course for which an S grade has been assigned, the student must complete course require-
ments during the next semester. At the end of the second semester, the student will receive a grade of P (Pass) 
or F (Failure). Use of the S grade is limited to Honors Seminar 108, 208, 308, 408  (Honors Seminar). 

Repeating Courses. A student may repeat a course in which he/she had earned a grade of D or F. Effective for 
courses taken beginning summer 1999, when a course is repeated, only the last grade earned will be counted in 
computing the GPA and in fulfilling requirements for a degree. A student who had earned an A or B in a course 
will be allowed to re-enroll in that course only as an auditor – any exception to this policy will require approval 
by the vice chancellor for academic affairs. A student earning C in a course may repeat the course with the 
approval of his/her adviser. Courses with an earned grade of A, B, or C that are repeated with approval will be 
evaluated by the same procedure as given for repeated courses with the grade of D or F.

Examinations. Examinations are held at the end of each semester.

Grade Appeal
Students who wish to appeal a grade that is alleged to be lower than that academically earned must initiate the 
process within the first three weeks of the next semester.

The aggrieved student shall first discuss the matter with the teacher involved to see if there is some error or 
misunderstanding which can be resolved between them.

If the student and the teacher are not able to resolve the grade issue, then the student may take the matter to the 
department chair. See the Student Handbook for detailed information.

Other Academic Matters
Changing Rules and Procedures

The university reserves the right to change the rules regulating admission to the institution and any other 
regulations affecting the granting of degrees. The course offerings and requirements of the university are 
continually under examination and revision. This catalog presents the offerings and requirements in effect at the 
time of publication, but there is no guarantee that they will not be changed or revoked. Current information may 
be obtained from the following sources: 

Admission Requirements...............................................................................................Director of Admissions
Course Offerings.....................................................................................................Department offering course
Degree Requirements.................................................................... Registrar, faculty adviser, or dean of college
Fees and Tuition................................................................................... Division of Finance and Administration

The university further reserves the right to refuse to release to any student his/her transcript, grade report, or 
degree for failure to return university property or failure to pay any accounts due the university.

Classification

All degree-seeking undergraduate students will be classified according to the following chart, which is based on 
number of hours earned: 

Freshman............................................................................................................................................... 0-29.9
Sophomore.......................................................................................................................................... 30-59.9
Junior................................................................................................................................................... 60-89.9
Senior..........................................................................................................................................90 and above
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