
Question: You’ll have to answer this because I’m not sure about Millington and Gibson County…you don’t have to rebuild, you don’t have to reload, you don’t have to start from the beginning…you just have to pass out the jerseys and the shoes and say “Let’s go.”  Is that true or false?
“Yeah, it is true but I think that from what I’ve seen so far that’s not a positive. Because everybody….we’re going to have to get better this year to even stay where we were, because everyone else is going to get better, and I’m afraid that we may have some people that are just kind of settling into their same role that they had last year when they need to be doing more.  So I don’t know that that’s….I think it kind of surprised me that that’s been more of a challenge than I guess it needed to be.  Or it’s not needed to be.  It’s more of a challenge than I anticipated.”
Question:  So you probably consider that a weakness, then?
“It is a weakness.  It’s a challenge.  It may not in the long run be a weakness but right now it’s a challenge that we’re going to have to figure out.”
Question: Does this team have any weaknesses?  We have guards, we have…
“Right now it’s the same that we had last year.  We’ve got to be able to defend and rebound and score in the paint.  And those are the three main, you know, the same challenges we had last year and they’re going to be the same challenges we have this year.”
Question: There’s some strength – strength of having everyone back.  We’ve talked about how that is a challenge…could be bad, we don’t know yet…what are some of the other strengths?
“Well I think everybody’s stronger – they’ve done a great job with Charlie Rayburn in the weight room.  They’re more mature.  They know what they’re getting into this year, where last year we didn’t have a clue what we were getting into.  So, but I think those are natural strengths…I’ve given them the analogy of let’s say on a scale from zero to 100, we were, last year we were a 60. And we need to be at a 90 to compete where we want to be.  But we’re better than we were last year, no question.  But I think we’re at a 70 now, and we need to be at 90.  So does it matter if you’re in a 60 or 70 when you’re supposed to be at a 90?  That’s kind of where I think we are right now.  We’re better, but is that going to translate or not, I don’t know.  We have a tougher schedule, everybody in the conference has picked up people, so everybody’s better.  So even though we’re better, it may not translate…but it could.”
Question:  People might say well, how do you have a tougher schedule -you spent the first two months on the road playing Kentucky, Louisville, Colorado, Air Force, Vanderbilt – the only difference to me is some of those people are coming here and we’re not out on the road ten consecutive games.
“Yeah that’s true, but if you look at our schedule – the teams that we’ve added this year – we’ve added Arkansas State who’s picked to win the Sun Belt, we’ve added Southern Miss who picked up one of the best players in the country, that will be playing for them this year.  You’ve got Purdue and Louisville away, which they’re going to be top 20 teams again, fairly like last year.  You’ve got Memphis who’s picked to win Conference USA, you know we probably dropped Missouri and Colorado and added…we added Arkansas State, Southern Miss, Memphis, St. Louis…you know, so it’s kind of like you took two of those big dogs out and added four that are really good teams.  And it’s kind of hard to see but it is, our RPI this year, non-conference RPI, if you look at last year - it’s higher than it was last year.  And that’s the only way I say that we’ve got a tougher schedule.”
Question: As far as player personnel, we talk about Paige Smith and [Heather] Griffin.  I got to see Griffin practice not too long ago for the very first time – I’ve never seen her play or anything.  She didn’t miss while I was down there.  Is that her strongest attribute? Her shooting?
“She’s a great shooter…Griffin’s one of the best jump shooters I’ve ever seen.  From 10-18 feet, she’s just a tremendous, tremendous shooter.  And it’ll just…her thing is going to be her learning curve.  How quick is she going to figure out how to compete at the NCAA level.  But she’s got the tools, she’s just gotta figure out that’s what she’s gonna do.”
Question: Paige provides you some depth…she has background like everyone else.
“Yeah she was here the first year so she’s got a clue of what we’re gonna try to do.  Now she’s been hurt a little bit and I think she’s starting to get back healthy, so I mean it’s to be determined what she can do to help us.  But she’s so athletic and big for a wing player that she can give us some minutes and provide some depth that we really do need.”
Question: Do you worry about depth? 12 people on the roster?
“Yeah I guess in normal years you would but when you think back two years ago with nine players on the roster, we thought we had plenty of depth.  I don’t think it’s gonna be a challenge, but you’re one or two injuries away from it being a major challenge…that’s all it would take to decimate you…you have one get sick and one get hurt – you’re going to be in major problems, but you would be that way no matter how many you have.  I think depth, we’re looking – we’re not looking for bodies, we’re looking for production from people.”
Question: Skyhawks minus Alecia Weatherly.
“That’s a hole.  You know, she was a really steady player last year that figured out ways to win, figured out ways to help compete.  She was, she figured out what we needed last year and gave it to us.  You know, she took a back seat to the guards last year and knew that was gonna help us get to the NCAA tournament…not a lot of kids will do that, and she did.   So who’s going to fill that role this year, I don’t know.  I mean, we’ve been, we’re already searching for who’s gonna fill that hole and I don’t, I don’t know.  I think it’s a bigger role than people understand. You know, 24 minutes of the game, she was being a glue player for us and somebody is going to have to fill that role, but we’re missing her.  But we’ve got the kids that if they try, if they’ll do what they do best, then we can fill that hole….we see her every day in the GA spot, so we don’t miss her that much.  “She could figure it out from the sideline and say this is…”  I hope, I hope. I hope she figures it out and lets the girls know.”

