I Teach
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I teach.
And I have been taught,

by the best,

by the least,

and by the many in-between.

I have been shown patience,

when I certainly deserved none.

I have been coddled,

when the proverbial rake over the coals

would have sufficed.

I teach.

I learn.

I learn to teach,

and teach to learn.

I have learned from the seasoned pro,

and from the beginner as well.

Perhaps more from the latter
than the former;

Perhaps more from the one,

who has never left the county,

than from the one,
whose passport has been stamped
a hundred times.

But I am indebted to both,

for both have listened,

both have spoken,

both have cared,

both have given.

I listen,

but not enough.

I speak,

often too much.

Yet, I learn,

and pray,

for the patience to listen,

the wisdom to speak,

and the discernment to deliver

an appropriate word,

to my family,

my students,

my mentors,

my colleagues,

my friends.

I write.

I wonder.

And I wander,

in my writing.

To and fro,

but hopefully,
ultimately,

forward.

Exploring the unknown,

looking within and without.

Writing to learn,

about myself,

about my art.

Learning to write,

to find my voice,

or, rather, my voices.

The one to inform,

the one to intrigue,

the one to comfort,

the one to craft.

I listen,
to words,

to music,

and at times,

to both.

What does each say?

Or does it matter the day?

Is it the melody?

The harmony?

The rhythm?

The form?

Perhaps the questions,

provide more insight,

enjoyment,

serenity,

and understanding,

than the answers.

I teach.

I talk.

I talk about teaching,

with those in my discipline,

and with those in others.
And what do I find?

Upon clearing the hedges,

of pedagogy and technique,

I find fervor...and concern.

Fervor for the field of study,

and concern for the students.

The students—

our common ground,

our common audience.

We seek to train those,

who will someday train others.

I teach,

but may I learn more.

I write,
but may I read more.
I take,
but may I give more.

I speak,
but may I listen more.

