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Physics studies the most fundamental laws that are behind everyday physical phenomena that we see around us. Name any physical process; the rainbow, blueness of the sky, the weather, the seasons, they all conform to strict physical laws. The physical laws are simple and beautiful. Knowledge of the physical laws is power and ignorance of them is just the opposite. The success stories of modern engineering and technology have as their basis the fundamental theories developed in Physics. This is usually overlooked by most people and Physics does not get a share of the credit it deserves. Such an outlook also undermines the role of Physics education in building a society.
Based on the above, one can not fail to see the contribution of good Physics education. Incorporating a strong Physics education program in the high school curriculum will help in a number of ways. First, it will help the student to prepare for a career option in the Physical sciences.  Secondly, it will help create a more technically literate society that will help speed up development. In its current state Physics is one of the subjects that is given the least attention in the high schools. For many students Physics is not even among the available alternatives to take in the ninth grade. They are advised to start with Biology in the ninth grade, followed by Chemistry, and more Biology and Chemistry in their senior classes. Physics may be taught in the senior class if there are sufficient number of students who would like to take it and also if there is a teacher who will volunteer to teach it.  Because of the perceived difficulty of the subject many students avoid taking it and for many students this results in completion of the high school without taking Physics as a subject.

Many science educators agree that some background in Physics is necessary to do well in Chemistry and some background in both Physics and Chemistry is essential to do well in Biology. They argue that the subjects be taught in this order: Physics, Chemistry, and Biology. A number of prominent educators from all areas of science support this view. They relate this order of instruction with the pyramid standing on its base whereas they relate the current sequence as the pyramid standing on its vertex. They support the idea of “Physics First”. 
After they join the university many students majoring in the natural sciences and the applied sciences are advised to take a sequence of introductory Physics courses as a requirement of their major program. With no prior exposure to the subject and with the wrong perception of its difficulty they initially feel a little uncomfortable about taking it. Once they start however many start recognizing that it is not as difficult as they had initially expected. I have also found that another important contributing factor is their assumption that Physics uses a lot of mathematics. But this is really not quite true because the mathematics used in the introductory physics courses is basic. Their high school background in algebra and geometry is sufficient to take the algebra-based introductory courses and some experience in basic differentiation and integration is sufficient to take the calculus based ones. Another important factor I have noticed is they know the mathematics but they need to practice applying it to solve real physical problems. Once they recognize that Physics has a lot of impact on their life and that it is not out of touch with reality that will create sufficient motivation for them to develop interest in it and to plan to take it.  And the earlier they get to know this, the better this objective will be met. 
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