Sailing and Exploring the Western Bahama Islands,

A Sailing Adventure from Fort Lauderdale, Florida to the

Grand Bahama Island and the Bimini Chain of Islands
UT Martin International Travel-Study Experience

March 7-15, 2008
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The deep blue waters of the Gulf Stream and the white beaches of the Bahamas await us.
This is a unique travel-study opportunity as it combines a trip to the fascinating Bahama Islands with instruction in basic sailing and navigation skills.  The destination is great but most of the fun is in getting there (and back).
The group will meet for several hours once each week from the beginning of the Spring 2008 semester until we leave on the spring break trip.  Basic keelboat sailing, seamanship and navigation skills will be taught and plans will be made for the Bahamas trip.  Hopefully, weather permitting, we will spend several days sailing a Tartan 37 foot yacht on Kentucky Lake so the group can gain some on-the-water experience before the Bahamas trip.
Our plan is to fly out of Nashville or Memphis to Ft. Lauderdale on Friday, March 7th.  We will spend the remainder of Friday and early Saturday provisioning the boat for our week-long charter.  Weather permitting on Saturday afternoon we will make our way through the gorgeous Ft. Lauderdale canals through the Port Everglades Cut and into the open ocean to begin our 70 nautical-mile passage to West End on the Grand Bahama Island.  We will spend a couple of days exploring the western end of this island and then depart on a south-bound passage to the Bimini Island chain with stops is Alice town and several really cool islands to the south.  On Friday we will travel back to Florida and spend our last night on the boat in Ft. Lauderdale.  We will return to UTM late on Saturday, March 15th.
This will be REAL ocean sailing and you will be part of the working team.  You will provision, plan, navigate, stand watch, steer the boat, trim sails, cook, clean and generally work pretty hard. But it’s not all work.  There is a lot of time to relax, enjoy meals and companionship, swim, fish, and explore the islands along with all those things that make island cruising so much fun.


The cost for this trip is approximately $1,900 and students are encouraged to apply for the travel-study scholarship which may pay up to $500 of this cost.  There should be very little additional expense for the trip other than spending money for souvenirs and a few meals off the boat.

The group leader, Dr. Doug Sterrett, has over twenty years of sailing experience with over 8,000 nautical miles of recent open ocean passages.  He completed a 4100 nm Atlantic crossing in May-June 2007.


Two hours of academic credit is available through ENGR 490, Special Topics.


If you are interested please contact Dr. Doug Sterrett at 881-7380 or dsterret@utm.edu as soon as possible.  We must make the yacht reservations very quickly.


Participants will be accepted on a first-come basis but due to the physically demanding nature of the trip Dr. Sterrett reserves the right to deny participation based on physical ability.
