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Exotic, Exciting, Enchanting: More than 25 centuries of history, art and culture await your exploration in the Mediterranean. Walk in the footsteps of ancient Egyptians, Greeks and Romans and marvel at the accomplishments of Renaissance philosophers and artists. Indulge in the distinct and delicious cuisines of Greece, and Italy. Shop for treasures in silver, gold, leather and ceramics. Bask in the warmth and beauty of the Mediterranean's coastline and countryside. From exceptional food to exotic traditions, the Mediterranean is an enchanting place filled with excitement. Dating back centuries, this area of the world is delightfully mysterious and diverse. From the religious significance of Jordan to the modern culture of Italy, history is one common denominator every country of this region shares. The French Riviera, the romantic seaside towns of Italy, the great treasures of ancient Greece - these are just a few of the destinations you'll discover on a sunny Mediterranean cruise.

Venice, Italy

The canal city of Venice (150 canals total) is built over 117 islands, including Murano, where you can watch glass being made.
Venice rests three miles off the coast of mainland Italy and is considered one of the world's most enchanting cities. Known as the "Queen of the Adriatic," it actually comprises more than 100 separate islands. Laced together by a string of 400 intricate bridges, Venice is legendary for its labyrinthine network of canals.

A whimsical stroll through the city can lead one to a hidden world of ornately decorated piazzas and shops. As you explore colorful marketplaces and busy town squares, marvel at a priceless legacy of Baroque architecture. Admire the richness of St. Mark's Basilica and the lavishness of the Palazzo Ducale. Getting lost in Venice can be a truly delightful experience. The place of dreams, this romantic city will live long in your memor
Ancona, Italy
Ancona sits on the hills that surround the port like an amphitheatre, rising up in the bay formed by Monte Conero to the west. The port is the largest on the Adriatic Coast. The city is today divided into two distinct areas: the old historical and monumental part, with its maze of medieval streets and the Guasco hill behind it where the Greek acropolis once sat, and where today the Romanesque church of St Cyriacus can be found, and a modern part with straight roads that was begun in the 18th century. It is difficult to say with precision how the old Roman city would have looked, but the largest remains are the amphitheatre and Trajan's arch, a Roman work flanked by four Corinthian columns at the foot of Mount Guasco.
Santorini/Thíra, Greece

Of all the Cyclades Islands, Santorini is often considered the most dramatic. Once an active volcano, it was known as Stongyle, or the Round Island. In about 1500 BC, the volcano erupted with such force that the center of the island literally exploded, leaving the haunting submerged crater into which Crystal Serenity sails. The island's small villages were preserved in the ashes and recent excavations have uncovered a fascinating view of everyday life from 3,500 years ago.

Santorini's dark landscape offsets its simple, yet refined Cycladic buildings, which glimmer in the sunlight. The rich volcanic soil is ideal for grapes and the local vines produce a cherished crop known for its "special volcanic taste."

Thíra, or Fira Town, is laid out along the edge of a cliff that partially forms the rim of the now extinct caldera. A picturesque site, it exudes charm and an atmosphere of leisure that can be attributed to the easy-going Greek lifestyle.

Mykonos, Greece

Mykonos, a former 18th-century pirates' bastion, is now a sophisticated and cosmopolitan island resort.

This quintessential Greek island offers a maze of winding streets, graceful windmills, inviting beaches, domed churches and whitewashed houses accented in blue. Dotting the waterfront are cafés, taverns and tempting shops. 

Guests may spend the day exploring the island independently. Feel free to investigate its fine boutiques and pleasant, labyrinthine streets. For helpful hints or suggestions on things to do while you are ashore, please contact the onboard Shore Excursions staff.

Athens/Piraeus, Greece

Piraeus is Greece's largest port and has been a gateway to the Mediterranean since 482 BC. It lies on the innermost point of the Saronic Gulf and is a short drive from Athens, the cradle of Western democracy and culture. 

Throughout the ages, Athens' lofty Acropolis has been a source of inspiration. The ancient ruins scattered throughout this legendary city are reminders of Greece's great cultural heritage.
Corfu, Greece

Shaped like a scythe, the island of Corfu is considered one of the Mediterranean's best-kept secrets. 

Its lush interior is covered in cypress and olive trees while the main downtown area has elegant Venetian architecture and a serene atmosphere.

Strategically important due to its location, this island has managed to maintain its uniqueness despite numerous invasions by outside forces. Today, the culture of Corfu reflects its turbulent past as well as its origins.

Dubrovnik, Croatia 

Though it has only recently re-emerged as an independent nation, Croatia is by no means a new country. There were settlements along the Dalmatian Coast before recorded time. When Slavic people migrated here in the 6th century, they converted to Catholicism and adopted the local Latin alphabet. The region eventually became part of the powerful Kingdom of Croatia.

Medieval Dubrovnik, formerly the Republic of Ragusa, was one of several walled cities established in the 7th century to guard the coastal approaches. Its fortification was completed in the 13th century and has remained relatively unchanged. 

The city walls are in excellent condition and today prevent invasion by automobiles. Within the walls, the lovely sleek lines of Venetian-style buildings complement a wealth of ancient stone architecture. 

Nearby islands feature beautiful beaches as well as intriguing ancient ruins. 


	

	

	

	

	


Cost: $2,900.00 (estimated, see notes) 
Cost includes: Air transportation, ocean transfers, shipboard accommodations, most meals, some beverages, 
on board entertainment, all  port taxes, and sickness and accident insurance.

Group Leaders: Mike Sudzum (3582) World Travel

 and Lorrie Jackson CGS, (3582)
E-mail: msudzum@worldtrav.com or ljackson@utm.edu









