


Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice
The Criminal Justice curriculum prepares those 
whose career choices revolve around service to 
communities. Students may choose from several 
concentration areas, and a dedicated and qualified 
faculty prepares students for either work or graduate 
studies. Criminal Justice graduates are highly suc-
cessful in obtaining positions in the profession. Our 
students have enjoyed success in virtually every 
state, local, and federal criminal justice agency. An 
increasing number of students are enrolling in law 
school or graduate schools due to the enhanced 
career opportunities for those who hold advanced 
degrees.

Law Enforcement Concentration 
Designed to prepare students for careers in law 
enforcement.  

Corrections Concentration
Designed to prepare students for careers in  
the fields of institutional and community-based 
corrections.   

Courts and Law Concentration
Designed to prepare students to pursue further 
legal education.

Generalist Concentration
Designed to allow students to address a wide  
array of employment choices and opportunities.

Distance Learning (DL) and Online Education
Expanded educational opportunities make earning a 
degree more convenient for all students and provide 
easy access for those unable to attend classes on the 
Martin campus. Students can attend classes at one of 
our satellite campuses in Selmer, Ripley, Parsons, or 
Jackson, where dedicated faculty will bring their areas of 
expertise to you through live interactive television (DL) 
or in traditional classroom settings. We also provide 
online courses that enable you to attend classes on your 
own schedule from anywhere. Utilizing some of the 
latest technology, online students are able to interact 
vocally, visually, and through discussion boards with 
other members of the course and the professor. Because 
of these technologies, both DL and online students now 
have the opportunity to complete a Bachelor of Science 
in Criminal Justice degree. This is done through a  
combination of delivery methods:

Traditional Classrooms (those that meet face-to-face 
with the instructor)

Non-traditional Classrooms
Distance Learning•	  (broadcast via television to 
classrooms at our satellite campuses with live 
interactive capabilities)

Online Courses•	  (classes that meet via the  
internet with all coursework, lectures, and 
discussions submitted without face-to-face 
meetings)

Hybrid Courses•	  (a combination of distance 
learning and online methods)

Student Organizations	
The Criminal Justice Society is a student service 
organization open to any students interested in 
criminal justice.

The Kappa Epsilon chapter of Alpha Phi Sigma, 
the National Honor Society in Criminal Justice, 
is available to all criminal justice majors having 
completed 40 credit hours and a minimum of four 
criminal justice courses with a 3.2 overall GPA,  
a 3.2 GPA in Criminal Justice.

Professional Academy Credit
Graduates of the Tennessee Law Enforcement 
Training Academy Basic Police School (or equiva-
lent that provides professional certification through 
the Tennessee Peace Officer Standards and Training 
[POST] Commission) may earn up to 12 semester 
hours of academic credit.  

Graduates of the Tennessee Correction Academy 
may earn up to six (6) semester hours of academic 
credit.  

Graduate Studies
The Criminal Justice Program of Study is available 
in the Master of Science in Education degree pro-
gram’s Interdisciplinary Option for those students 
who have obtained a bachelor’s degree from an  
accredited college or university. The interdisciplin-
ary approach provides a versatile graduate educa-
tion experience in which students benefit from 
high-quality teaching and research opportunities 
while developing the skills to articulate and dis-
seminate information within either educational  
or professional contexts. 

The program consists of 37 semester hours, including 
an educational core curriculum complimented by 
18 hours of course work in criminal justice. Stu-
dents are required to conduct a research project and 
pass a Criminal Justice Subject Area Examination. 


