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September 13, 2006 
 
Memorandum 
 
TO:  Members of the Faculty Senate 
 
FROM: Executive Committee 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda for Meeting of Faculty Senate 
 
 
The Faculty Senate meeting will be held Tuesday, September 26, 2006, in the Legislative 
Chambers of the University Center. 
 
The meeting will convene promptly at 3:15 p.m.  Refreshments will be served.  The 
following agenda has been set for the meeting. 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting (April 25, 2006) 
3. Unfinished Business 
4. Report of Standing Committees 

a. Executive – John Schommer 
b. Budget and Economic Concerns – Rick Thomas 
c. Undergraduate Council – Desiree McCullough 
d. Graduate Council – Cahit Erkal 
e. Instruction – Brian Johnson 
f. Personnel Policies – Darrell Ray 

5. Report of Ad Hoc Committees 
6. New Business 
7. Adjournment 

 
 
NOTE: Documents are run front and back to save paper and money. 



 



 



 



Faculty Senate Executive Committee Minutes 
 

September 12, 2006 
 
Members attending: Anna Clark, Nick Dunagan, Cahit Erkal, Elaine Harriss, Brian Johnson,  
Bob LeMaster, Desiree McCullough, Ernie Moser, Tom Rakes, Darrell Ray, John Schommer 
 
Member absent:  Rick Thomas 
 
John Schommer called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
Minutes from the April 11 meeting were distributed, reviewed, and approved as presented. 
 
Opening comments: 
Faculty Senate President John Schommer read aloud from the bylaws all the ways that a motion 
may be brought forward to the full senate. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Budget and Economic Concerns Committee 
Schommer gave the committee report for the Budget and Economic Concerns Committee. He 
distributed the minutes of the Sept. 5 meeting and highlighted some of the committee’s points of 
discussion, including raises for the past year, merit raises, summer classes, work on the 
Humanities Building, and the possibility of surveying students to gather information about the 
need for a lab fee to support the purchase of equipment for laboratories. There is no action to be 
brought forward at the upcoming senate meeting. 
 
Committee on Instruction 
Brian Johnson, chair, distributed minutes of the committee meeting held on August 29.  He said 
that George Daniel will come to the first full senate meeting of the year to talk about a pilot 
program to identify first-year students who are not engaging at the four-week point in any 100-
level class. Johnson further noted that English has submitted materials for the General Education 
Reviews but that the committee is still lacking materials from Communications and Math.  There 
was brief discussion about plagiarism software available for Blackboard.  
 
Graduate Council 
Cahit Erkal, chair reported that the Graduate Council met on September 7.  In addition to 
discussing application for graduate faculty, other business included discussion of degree appeals 
committee reports, GA appointments, and revised wording for the graduate faculty criteria. 
 
Personnel Policies Committee 
Darrell Ray, chair, distributed minutes of the Personnel Policy Committee meeting on August 29.  
He said that there will be action to bring forward to the senate in the revision of Section 2.16.1.2 
regarding composition of the Hearing Committee of the Faculty Relations Committee. He said 
that committee members discussed other matters, including the composition of the 
Undergraduate Council in relation to the BUS degree, the re-examination of the eligibility 



requirements for election to the Faculty Senate, and the review and revision of the 
tenure/promotion procedures. 
 
Undergraduate Council 
Desiree McCullough, chair, reported that the following items will be brought forward for action 
at the upcoming Faculty Senate meeting: revision of undergraduate admission requirements, 
revision of requirements for the BS degree (mathematics general education), revision of 
requirements for Parks and Recreation Administration concentration (College of Agriculture and 
applied Sciences), revision of requirements for the International Business concentration (College 
of Business and Public Affairs), revision of requirements for secondary biology, secondary 
chemistry, secondary earth and space science, and secondary math (College of Education and 
Behavioral Sciences).  There will also be two requests from Sociology, Anthropology, Social 
Work, and Criminal Justice: addition of SWRK 415 Social Work in Child Welfare II and 
revision of the course description for SWRK 470 Social Work Field Instruction Preparation. 
Minutes noted student requests that were approved, denied, and tabled. 
 
Old Business 
Schommer reported that the first meeting of the system-wide University Faculty Council will be 
in January 2007.  Nancy Warren is the representative from UT Martin. 
 
Schommer shared results of the senate retreat survey and asked the committee for comments 
about the style of the retreat for the upcoming year. 
 
 
New Business 
Schommer noted that the new parliamentarian for the senate is Ed Wheeler.  
 
Schommer noted that the nominating committee for the Faculty Senate needs to begin 
functioning.  Anna Clark was elected as chair of the nominating committee and will meet with 
John to begin the process of polling candidates and working out the details of the election.  
 
The date of the Fall Faculty Meeting will be November 9.   
 
Schommer announced that he has an upcoming meeting with Dr. John Peterson and asked the 
committee for input for this meeting.  One item that all agreed should make the agenda dealt with 
across-the-board salary increases and merit based salary increases.  
 
Schommer also asked the committee for ideas about what the Faculty Senate could do to honor 
the memory of Dortha Norton. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
Anna H. Clark, Senate Secretary 
 



Budget and Economic Concerns Committee 
Minutes 

September 5, 2006 
 

 
Members Attending: 

 Rick Thomas, Chair  
Anna Clark     

 David Farrow 
Dwight Gatwood 
Linda Husmann     

 Tom Rakes, Ex Officio 
David Ray 
Scott Roberts 
Paul Sharma 
Richard Williams      
 

 

 
Members Absent:     
Karen Greenockle 
Al Hooten, Ex Officio 
Ken VanVuren 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rick Thomas called the meeting to order.  Introductions were made to help acquaint returning members with newly-
elected members.  Scott Roberts indicated that he is replacing Kurt Gorman. 
 
Old Business 

 
• 2% Merit Raise 

 
Committee member, on behalf of faculty member in his department and in regards to the recent pay increase, 
stated that the previous President did not adequately represent the faculty.  Regular state employees received a 
3% raise while UTM staff received a 2% raise across the board and UTM faculty received a 2% merit.  The 
difference in these percentages led to the impression that faculty is not as important and reduces a since of 
worth. 
 
When questioned by a committee member as to the campus cost for the 1% campus contribution (2% at campus 
plus 1% campus contribution to meet the regular state employee raise of 3%), Dr. Rakes responded that the cost 
ranged $150,000-$175,000 and said that last year the campus contribution percentage was paid through funding 
from tuition. 
 
Dr. Rakes presented an example regarding Bob Levy and indicated that UT Chattanooga is also having issues 
with the recent merit raises. 
 
David Ray pointed out that merit raises are okay if the salary earned keeps up with the cost of living. 
 

New Business 
 

• Merit Raises 
 

John Schommer, Faculty Senate President, indicated that the issue regarding merit raises is first priority when 
representing the campus faculty.  He plans to meet with President Petersen to discuss this issue. 
 

• Summer Classes 
 

Anna Clark had several questions regarding summer classes.  Dr. Rakes responded. 
 
Q:  Are departments guaranteeing classes?  R: Some can’t afford to do so. 
Q:  Is there prorated enrollment?  R: That’s a college or department decision. 
Q:  Was 2006 summer enrollment up?  R:  Yes. 
 

• Humanities Building, Classroom Side 
 

There will be renovations on the classroom side of the Humanities Building at, currently, no certain time. 
 
 

• Adequate Equipment in Labs 



 
Rick Thomas has brought to the table the concerns of those in his department regarding the equipment in the 
labs.  A faculty member has given some informal surveys to students and claims that students are willing to pay 
lab fees if it will give them more or better equipment to work with.  It has been determined that students will be 
officially surveyed, and there will be some guidelines/forms issued by the departments with the type of 
information gathered to be carefully considered, i.e. class level, major.  A committee member questioned 
whether lab fees would have an impact on classes chosen to take.  Some felt that a student would take a class if 
needed, regardless if there’s a lab fee or not.  In the interest of open discussion, Rick Thomas questioned the lab 
fee by wondering whether it would be expensive to a student.  The figure for a four credit-hour class was 
estimated at $20, however there has not been any research as to that figure. 
 
In order to proceed with lab fees, there will need to be a proposal submitted to the Board in January/February 
and must be included in the catalog.  
 
A committee member mentioned the possibility of a lab fee freeing up funding for faculty travel, etc.  As an 
example of the need for the lab fee, Rick Thomas indicated that there was a piece of lab equipment purchased 
about a decade ago though it is already obsolete; the cost of that equipment was approximately $300,000. 
 

• Survey to Students Regarding Lab Fees 
 
At the next BECC meeting, there will be a lab fee survey finalized and then given to all students enrolled in a 
science class during late October thus to calculate results and make further action, if necessary, before the 
proposal would need to be submitted in January/February. 
 
 

As there was no other business to be discussed, motion was made and carried to adjourn.  
 
 
 

       _________________________ 
                     Alvin G. Hooten 
 
 
c Dr. John Schommer, Faculty Senate President 
 Mrs. Anna Clark, Faculty Senate Secretary 
 
 



MINUTES OF UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
 

April 18, 2006, 3 pm, 229 Boling UC 
 

Present: Donna Anderson, Michael Boyd, Brandy Cartmell, Randal Garza, Brenda 
Gulledge, Janet Kirkton, Desiree McCullough, Linda Ramsey, Carol Rice 
and Guests Tom Greer, Lisa LeBleu, Phillip Smartt, Ray Witmer 

Absent: Shirley Fry, Bob LeMaster, Victoria Seng for Tom Rakes, John Schommer, 
Dan Tracy, Helmut Wenz  

  
Chair Ramsey called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm.  Minutes of the previous meeting 
were approved as distributed. 
 
Student Requests 
The following requests were approved. 
1. Marianne Beebe allow MUS LD to satisfy Aesthetics reqt 
2. Jessica Collins allow UNSC 118, 128, 228 to satisfy Global Dyn 

reqt 
3. Virginia Gray waive 30 hr residency for ZOOL 201 at SW TN 

Community College 
4. James Harlan waive 30 hr residency for BIOL 110 at CSCC 
5. Joshua Mathenia allow ENGL LD to satisfy ENGL 111 

Communications reqt 
6. Justin McClellan allow POSC 220 to satisfy Soc Dyn reqt (3) 
7. Laura Rose allow History of Rock to satisfy Aesthetics reqt 
8. Elizabeth Samples waive 30 hr residency for BIOL 120 at DSCC   

NOTE:  student should not take course online 
9. Scott Sandman allow COMM LD to satisfy COMM 230 reqt 
10. Ayesha Smith allow HIST 434, ENGL LD, HUM LD, & PHIL LD 

to satisfy 9 hrs Global Dyn reqt 
11. Tracey Smith allow History of Rock to satisfy Aesthetics reqt 
12. Robert Stilwell allow ENGL LD to satisfy Global Dyn (3)  NOTE:  

problem with last 30 hr residency reqt 
13. Korie Stout waive 30 hr residency for FREN 122 at UNA   
14. Joseph Yodushock allow Phy Sci LD (8) to satisfy Biol & Phys Sci reqt 
15. Erin Young waive CSCI 201 reqt 
 
The following requests were denied. 
1. Frances Davis  allow PSYC 110 to satisfy 3 hr Soc Dyn reqt  
2. Derek Rose  waive 30 hr residency for Prin of Macroeconomics 

CLEP exam 
3. Matthew Ross  allow COMM 231 to satisfy COMM 230 reqt 
 
The following request was tabled for more information. 



1. Jared Hall waive 30 hr residency for UD Business Elective and 
MGT 320  NOTE:  maximum of 6 hours waived in 
last 30 hr residency          

 
The following requests were unnecessary. 
1. Marc Lighter allow History of Rock to satisfy Aesthetics reqt 
2. Helena Paxton allow ECON 202 to satisfy Soc Dyn (3) 
 
OTHER 
1. Summer meeting will be held June 19 at 3 pm in 229 University Center.  Only student 

requests will a Summer 06 or Fall 06 anticipated graduation date will be included on 
the agenda. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm. 
 
 
           
Recorded and submitted by Victoria Seng  Date 



MINUTES OF UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
 

June 19, 2006, 3 pm, 229 Boling UC 
 
 

Present: Donna Anderson, Brandy Cartmell, Lisa LeBleu for Shirley Fry, Randal Garza, 
Karen Greenockle for Brenda Gulledge, Tom Eskew for Desiree McCullough, 
Victoria Seng for Tom Rakes, Linda Ramsey, and Guests Jim Byford, Doug Cook, 
Dan Nappo 

 
Absent: Janet Kirkton, Bob LeMaster, Carol Rice, John Schommer, Dan Tracy, Helmut 

Wenz 
  
  
Chair Ramsey called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm.  Minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved as distributed. 
 
Student Requests 
The following requests were approved. 
1. Laurie Abrams allow ART 391 to satisfy Aesthetics reqt 
2. Levi Duncan waive 30 hr residency for GERM 122 and 222 
3. Kazuma Itonaga allow ENGL LD to satisfy Global Dyn reqt 
4. Scott Kee allow ZOOL 252 to satisfy Biol & Phys Sys reqt (4) 
5. Matthew Ross waive 30 hr residency for COMM 230 
6. James Skelton waive 30 hr residency for Chemistry course 
7. Shemeka Tibbs waive 30 hr residency for MATH 070 (contingent on 

CAAS action) 
8. Kevin Tingle waive 30 hr residency for MATH 140 
9. John Warren allow exception for 30 hr residency (does not set 

precedent for waiver of 30 hr residency) 
10. Amanda White waive 30 hr residency for COMM 230 
11. Lauren Wooster waive 30 hr residency for BIOL 120 
 
The following requests were denied. 
1. Lovita Graham waive 30 hr residency to repeat ENGL 111 and POSC 210 
 
The following requests were withdrawn. 
1. Mary Bybee action by Undergraduate Council unnecessary 
2. Kaci Mebane action required by BSBA Committee 
3. Rogeric Smith request unnecessary; student will not take course in 

Arkansas  
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:55 pm. 
 
 
 
           
Recorded and submitted by Victoria Seng  Date 
 



MINUTES OF UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
 

September 5, 2006, 3 pm, 229 Boling UC  
 
 

Present:     Donna Anderson, Brandy Cartmell, Randal Garza, Shirley Fry for 
Mary Ruth Gibbons, Patricia Hewitt, Janet Kirkton, Desiree 
McCullough, Victoria Seng for Tom Rakes, Mary Radford, Elaine 
Harriss for John Schommer, Dan Tracy, Janet Wilbert, Ray Witmer  

 
Absent:      Michael Boyd 
  
Chair McCullough called the meeting to order at 3 pm.  Minutes of June 19 
meeting were approved as distributed.  Minutes of August 14 meeting were 
corrected—Janet Wilbert’s representative was Karen Greenockle and not Linda 
Ramsey.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Motion to approve 
1. Revision of undergraduate admission requirements (ACT and HSGPA) 
Motion carried.  
 
Motion to approve 
2.    Revision of reqts for BS degree—Mathematics general education 
Motion carried. 
 
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE & APPLIED SCIENCES 
Motion to approve 
1.    Revision of reqts for Park and Rec Admin concentration  NOTE:  Change eff 

date to Fall 07 
Motion carried.  
 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
Motion to approve 
1.    Revision of reqts for Intl Bus concentration in BSBA Economics major  
Motion carried.  
 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
Educational Studies 
Motion to approve 
1.    Revision of reqts for Sec Biol, Sec Chem, Sec Earth & Sp Sci, and Sec 

Math  NOTE:  change eff date to Fall 07 
Motion carried. 
 
Sociology, Anthropology, Social Work and Criminal Justice 
Motion to approve 



1.    Addition of SWRK 415 Social Work in Child Welfare II (3) 
2.    Revision of course desc for SWRK 470 Social Work Field Instruction 
Preparation (1) 
Motion carried. 
 
Student Requests 
The following requests were approved. 
1. Kristen Berry                       allow LD Intro to Environ course to satisfy 4 

hrs Biol/Phys Sys reqt 
2. Rachel Cooper                   allow MBIO 251 to satisfy 4 hrs Biol/Phys Sys 

reqt 
3. Ashley Harris                      allow LD BIO I to satisfy 4 hrs Biol/Phys Sys 

reqt 
4. Jennifer Kirk                        allow ASTR 1030-1031 to satisfy 4 hrs 

Biol/Phys Sys reqt; allow GEOL 1030-1031 to 
satisfy 4 hrs  Biol/Phys  Sys reqt 

5. Kelly Nolan                          allow BIO LD to satisfy 4 hrs Biol/Phys Sys 
reqt 

6. Nancy Riley                         allow HIST LD to satisfy HIST 202; allow 
BADM LD to satisfy Global  Dyn reqt; allow 
PHYS LD Intro to Phys and Phys lab to satisfy 4 
hrs Biol/Phys  Sys reqt 

7. April Trimm                          allow PSCI LD to satisfy 4 hr Biol/Phys Sys 
reqt 

 
The following requests were denied. 
1.    Jerrod Allen                         allow PHIL 130 to satisfy Global Dyn reqt 
2.    Sherree Boyd                      allow PHIL Intro to Ethics to satisfy Global Dyn 

reqt 
3.    Chelsea Craig                     allow PHIL Intro to Ethics to satisfy Global Dyn 

reqt 
4.    Patricia Davis                      allow ART 221 and 241 to satisfy Aesthetics 

reqt; allow PHIL 160 to satisfy Global Dyn reqt 
5.    Marquita Tomlinson           allow PHIL 130 to satisfy Global Dyn reqt 
 
The following request was tabled. 
1.    Krissa Reid                          allow LD Intro to Dance course to satisfy 

Aesthetics reqt 
 
The following requests did not require Undergraduate Council action. 
1.    Rachel Cooper                   allow ZOOL 251 to satisfy 4 hr Biol/Phys Sys reqt 
2.    Stacie Hawks                      allow BIOL LD to satisfy 4 hr Biol/Phys Sys reqt 
3.    Ashley Oliver                       allow MBIO 251 to satisfy 4 hr Biol/Phys Sys reqt 
                                                       
OTHER 



1. College Degrees Committee reports accepted from CBPA, CENS, and 
CHFA.  Motion carried to 1) return the CAAS report to the college for 
resubmission in the correct format and 2) notify CEBS and OUS to submit 
the required report. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 4:50 pm. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
Recorded and submitted by Victoria Seng                     Date 
 
 
  
Please note that minutes will be distributed electronically; hard copies will 
not be sent. 
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