MINUTES OF THE UT MARTIN FACULTY SENATE MEETING

February 13, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

John Schommer called the meeting to order at 3:15 p.m.

The minutes of the previous meeting, December 5, 2006, were approved as distributed.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
John mentioned that Elaine Harriss would be requesting nominations for the Faculty Relations Committee during February and that the election would be concluded in time to announce the new members at the April Faculty Senate meeting.

John reported on the University Faculty Council meeting that he and Nancy Warren attended on January 8. He reviewed notes for the meeting as taken by Bob Levy (the UT system VP for Academic Affairs). John promised these notes to anyone who requested them and that a more digestible version would be available at the General Faculty Meeting on March 8. One of the issues that came up was adding a fifth rank for faculty evaluation (“Outstanding”) to the four specified by the Faculty Handbook.

Motion to approve

1.    To refer to the Personnel Policies Committee the study of adding a 5 (fifth) point,    

       “Outstanding” Rank, for faculty evaluation.

Motion failed. 

John reported on a January 5 meeting with UT system lobbyist Anthony Haynes, as well as a February 10 meeting with the UT Alumni Association Legislative Council.  Staying in touch with what’s going on in Nashville would seem to demand a structural effort on the part of our Senate.  It is not clear what that structure should be.  In the meantime, the Executive Committee recommends an Ad Hoc Legislative Liaison Committee to think more seriously about this, for now consisting of one sole member, Dan Pigg. Dan will report to the Senate on activities of the Tennessee General Assembly in the Spring and perhaps have more solid ideas by the Fall for what structure would best suit our Senate for this purpose. Randy Garza volunteered his assistance to Dan.

Motion to approve

1.    Dan Pigg’s appointment as sole member of the Ad Hoc Legislative Liaison Committee.  
Motion carried.

John also reported on a January 31 meeting of the Board of Trustees Academic Affairs and Student Life Committee.  Among the topics were the issue of promoting diversity in the post-Geier era (UT campuses are already working on this), as well as the Lottery Scholarship.  A major report on the Lottery Scholarship reveals that it is relatively “too easy to get and too hard to keep.”  Three-fourths of initial recipients lose their scholarship by graduation.  Minorities appear to be adversely affected.  Strategies for spending “excess” monies need to be developed.  Now is the prime time for proposing changes to the lottery scholarships.

BUDGET AND ECONOMIC CONCERNS COMMITTEE

No actions brought forward.
UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL

No action brought forward.
GRADUATE COUNCIL

No actions brought forward.
INSTRUCTION COMMITTEE

No actions brought forward.
PERSONNEL POLICIES COMMITTEE

No actions brought forward.
Ad Hoc Committee

No actions brought forward.

NEW BUSINESS

John reported that all senators have been subscribed to the new Faculty Senate listserv.  Janet Wilbert inquired about the Faculty Senate web page, which presently does not offer much. Randy Garza volunteered to help with this.

Meeting adjourned at 3:52 p.m.
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