MINUTES OF THE UT MARTIN FACULTY SENATE MEETING

October 30, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

President Harriss called the meeting to order at 3:18 p.m.

The minutes of the previous meeting, September 25, 2007, were approved as amended. On page one under Unfinished Business, in the second paragraph and second sentence change the year from 2007 to 2008 for the Faculty Senate Retreat.  

President Harriss introduced Rep. Mark Maddox and Sen. Lowe Finney to the senate.  Finney and Maddox discussed the recent session of Legislature as well as many other important issues brought up from the Faculty Senate Senators with the main issue being discussed the Lottery Scholarship. Possible items of discussion for the upcoming legislative session include the possibility of removing the 120 credit hour limit on receiving lottery funds (and changing to a 4-1/2 or 5 year plan if GPA requirement is met), establishing a tiered system that gives lottery funds in a pro-rated fashion if a student falls below 2.75, and the possibility of providing adult learners some access to lottery funds. It was also mentioned that bills dealing with accountability in higher education may be introduced and discussed.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No actions brought forward.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President Harriss reported on the most recent UT Faculty Council meeting. President Harriss reported that there is much more unhappiness at the other two campuses as compared to Martin.

BUDGET AND ECONOMIC CONCERNS COMMITTEE

No actions brought forward.

Karen Greenockle reported that TIAA/CREF representative, Susan Martin, attended their meeting on October 9, 2007. Greenockle shared that Susan Martin stated it was never too early to prepare for retirement.
UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL

NEW BUSINESS

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Accounting, Economics, Finance, and International Business

Motion to approve

1.
Revision of prereq for FIN 341 Financial Markets & Institutions (3)  

Motion carried.

Management, Marketing, and Political Science

Motion to approve

1.
Revision of prereq for MGT 440 Staffing and Performance Appraisal (3)

Motion carried. 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

Health and Human Performance

Motion to approve

1.
Revision of course desc for PACT 125 Weight Training (2)

2.
Revision of title, course desc, prereq for PACT 136 Intermediate Golf (2)

3.
Addition of PACT 146 Cardio Fitness (2)

4.
Addition of PACT 147 Boxercise (2)

5.
Addition of PACT 148 Pilates (2)

6.
Revision of title, course desc for PACT 165 Backpacking/Geocaching (2)

Motion carried.

Psychology

Motion to approve

1.
Revision of prereq for PSY 450 Theories of Personality (3)

Motion carried.

Stephanie Kolitsch stated a tip sheet for completing the student special request forms is being developed by the Undergraduate Council and may be brought before the Senate at its next meeting of the semester.

GRADUATE COUNCIL

Educational Studies

Motion to approve

1.
Addition of SPED 720 Language Development & Disorders of the School-Age Child (3)  

2.
Addition of SPED 730 Trends of Special Education (3)  

Motion carried.

INSTRUCTION COMMITTEE

Motion to approve.

1.    Generation of new courses after course add date NOTE: amended as follows

“No new courses [or course sections] may be added to a semester [department’s] schedule after the fourteenth day [of a fall or spring semester] (THEC reporting date) [or fifth day of a summer session] without a proposal/request written by the student and approved by the advisor, instructor, chair, dean, and VCAA.”

Motion carried.

PERSONNEL POLICIES COMMITTEE

No actions brought forward.

Darrell Ray stated that the text of the changes to the Faculty Handbook that were omitted from the packet for this meeting would be included in the packet for the next Faculty Senate meeting of the semester.

Darrell also discussed the BS/BA Curriculum Committee. The Personnel Polices Committee requests information from the Administration for direction of the committee, clarification of the committee’s intent, and for a meeting of the committee to consider its charge and charter. The BA/BS committee has also been asked to discuss this information among themselves in a meeting as well.

Ad Hoc Committee

No actions brought forward.

NEW BUSINESS

Stephanie Kolitsch, chair of the nominating committee, announced the nominees for Vice President (President-Elect) and Secretary for the 2008-2009 academic year for the Faculty Senate. The nominees for Vice President (President-Elect) are Dr. Mahmoud Haddad and Dr. Richard Joost. The nominees for Secretary are Dr. Randal Garza and Dr. Richard Robinson. Additional nominations from the floor were requested but none were made. The ballots will be sent out to all senators by campus mail.

Meeting adjourned at 4:36 p.m.
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