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Course Description

Private voice instruction

Goal and Purpose of Course

The purpose of this course is to help students to build the voice and to develop good vocal technique, as well as the appreciation and the understanding for all styles of vocal music.  The course provides performance opportunities for students to establish self-confidence in front of large audiences.  Students will acquire the singing and interpretative skills necessary for the interpretation of the required repertoire.

Required Textbooks, Other Required Materials, and Supplies

Songs will be chosen from the following collections in the appropriate ranges.  Students are expected to purchase their own score(s).  You can purchase music through T.I.S. Vocal Music at www.tismusic.com.  You will have 5% discount if you place your order online.  If you have any questions or any concerns, please free feel to talk to me.  

Additional music will be selected from some other collections that are not listed below.  In this case, students are encouraged to purchase their own music, but are allowed to make copies of the music if they cannot afford to get one.  Note: All music must be put in a hard-back three ring binder.  Bring a pencil and an eraser to your lessons.  

Freshman, Fall and Spring semester:

The First Book of Solos (Part 2) and The Second Book of Solos, Boytim, ed.  Hal Leonard (soprano/mezzo/tenor/baritone or bass)

26 Italian Songs and Arias, Paton, ed.  Alfred (medium high/medium low)

Sophomore, Fall semester:  (In addition to the above, the following will be used.)

Songs by 22 Americans, Taylor, ed.  G. Schirmer (high/low) 

Opera Arias for coloratura/soprano/mezzo/tenor/baritone/bass, Larsen, ed.  G. Schirmer

Sophomore, Spring semester:  (In addition to the above, the following will be used.) The Oratorio Anthology, Walters, ed.  Hal Leonard (soprano/mezzo/tenor/baritone or bass)

The Lieder Anthology, Saya and Walters, ed.  Hal Leonard (high/low)

French Song Anthology, Kimball and Walters, ed.  Hal Leonard (high/low)

*In addition to the above, juniors, seniors, and performance majors (MUAP 124 and 324) are required to purchase additional music as required.

Grading

Grade Formula


50% Jury grade

20% Weekly lesson grade 


10% CD Reviews and vocal journal readings and summaries



10% Performance and attendance in voice studio class


10% Recital hour and studio recital performances 

Grading Scale


0-59 = F

60-69 = D

70-79 = C


80-89 = B

90-100 =A

Course Requirements/Expectations

Studio Rules/Policies

1. Be on time!  That means standing at the piano, ready to work at your lesson time, not just coming in.  You should plan to be at your lesson about five minutes early.  It is also helpful if you can find five to ten minutes to warm up a little before your lesson so your voice is ready to go.

2. No make-up lessons will be given for any reasons.  If you miss more than two lessons and without proper notification, your final grade will be lowered by 5%. 

3. Public holidays and school special/musical events will not be make-up.

4. All voice students, whether you are a major or minor (unless you have a class conflict) are required to attend our voice studio class on Wednesdays at 3:00  (See attachment).  Only one excused/unexcused absence will be permitted during the semester.  If you have more than one absence, your final grade will be lowered by 5%.  Our voice studio classes will be held on Sept 6, Sept 13, Sept 20, Oct 4, Oct 18, Nov 1, and Nov 8.  (Note: All voice students are encouraged to attend Mr. Fracker’s masterclass which is scheduled on Nov 8 at 3:00 at the recital hall.  Don’t miss this great event!)

5. You are required to perform in our studio recital, which will be held on Dec 4 (Mon) at 7:30 at the Harriet Fulton Theatre.  Failure to perform in the recital will result a lowered grade.

6. You are encouraged to attend all vocal events (e.g. faculty voice recital, senior voice recital, opera production, etc.) that are scheduled with the Department of Music at UTM.  (Note: All voice students are highly encouraged to attend Mr. Fracker’s recital which is scheduled on Nov 7 (Tues) at 7:30 at the recital hall.)  

7. Dress nicely for performing in masterclass, recital hour, and studio recital performances, as well as for audition and jury.  Singers should establish a habit of dressing up for any singing events.  For girls, it is the best to wear a dress or a skirt that covers the knees.  Guys should wear a nice shirt with a tie and a pair of nicely ironed pants.  No jeans are acceptable.  If you don’t have a nice dress or a shirt, go to the nearby stores to buy something that is neither too formal nor too causal.  Spending money on your career is always a good investment.  

8. The accompanist situation is always difficult; so try to contact Delana to schedule a rehearsal time during the first week of class.

9. Be sure to practice your music before you come for a lesson with me and for a rehearsal with Delana.  Lesson and rehearsal time will be spent more efficiently if you can do your part!

10. You need to make copies of your music for yourself, for the accompanist, and for me.  Music should be in a binder, well organized.  (Note: Bring me a hard-back three ring binder at the beginning of the semester if you are a new student.)

11. If you want me to write you a recommendation letter for an audition/a job or scholarship application/school admission/a competition, inform me at least seven business days prior to the deadline of the application in order to make sure that I can get the work done for you. 

12. Check your email regularly.

Responsibilities and Grading 

1. Each student must provide me with a complete repertoire list (it includes songs that you learned in the past) at the beginning of the academic year.

2. Inform me in advance of any performances, competitions, and auditions that you intend to participate. 

3. You will be given a grade weekly.  The grade is based on how well you prepare for the lesson, the singing, and vocal progress.  If you miss the lesson, no points will be given.  The grading scale for your lessons is a 5-point system. (5 = Excellent; 4 = very good; 3 = good; 2 = fair; 1 = poor)

4. MUAP 121 (and 321) students need to have at least four pieces memorized by the end of each semester.  MUAP 122 and 322 students need to have six pieces memorized (in English and Italian, perhaps some German and French for MUAP 322 students).  MUAP 324 (and124) students need to have at least six pieces memorized in four languages.

5. You should understand the translations/meanings for any foreign language texts.  Write the translations under/above the foreign language texts at the early stage of learning the song.  

6. Daily practice outside the lesson is required to become a proficient vocalist.  All vocal students are required to warm-up for at least 15 minutes per day.  Non majors, BA majors, and minors are expected to practice at least 30 minutes per day.  Music education and voice performance majors are expected to practice at least 45 minutes to an hour per day.

7. MUAP 121 (and 321) students must sing in voice studio class and recital hour (See attachment) at least once a semester; MUAP 122 and 322 students must perform two times; and MUAP 324 (and 124) must perform three times.  It is better for you to perform early rather than late, as this will affect your final grade if you do not fulfill the requirement.  Non majors and minors are not required, but are highly encouraged to perform in any of these occasions. (Note: Students who wish to perform in the recital hour must fill out the recital hour performance form and submit to Sherry no later than 5:00 on Tuesday.)
8. You are required to spend some time listening to CDs featuring singers.  I will be happy to give you some suggestions in this regard.  Submit a CD review during the midterm week, and another CD review during the last week of class.  The report should discuss the repertoire, the artists, what you liked and didn’t, etc.  The report must be in double spacing and at least about a page long (See attachments of some of the good works by your fellow students.)  Failure to turn in the reports will result a lowered grade by one letter.

9. Besides the CD reviews, starting this semester you are required to write two summaries of two articles of your choice from the Journal of Singing (call number: ML27. U5 N2652.)  The first summary is due during the midterm week; the second one is due at the end of the semester.  Go to the library, and go either to the first floor for the most current issue, vol. 62. no. 5 (May-June 2006), or to the second floor for more journals dating from 1995-2005 (vols. 52-61).  Since you can only use the journals at the library, you will need to make copies for yourself and me.  The summary must be in double spacing and at least about a page long.  Failure to turn in the reports will result a lowered grade by one letter.

10. At the end of the semester, you will need to sing in a jury. Prepare four to six songs and make sure you fill out three comment sheets before you come to the jury.  A letter grade is assigned for your performance.  The grading scale towards the final grade is as follow: “A”=50%; “A-”=45%; “B+”=40%; “B”=35%; “B-”=30%; “C+”=25%; “C”=20%; “C-”=15%; “D”=10%; “F”=0%.  (Note: Sophomores are required to sing for the Upper Division Jury at the end of their fourth semester.  Students must have at least six pieces memorized in four languages.  Students who cannot pass the jury will have to try again in the following semester.  Two chances altogether are given to those who fail their first Upper Division Jury.  If a student cannot pass her third jury, she will be suspended from the Department of Music.)

11. In general, the final grade will depend on progress made, lesson preparation, lesson and class attendance, fulfillment of performance requirements, completion of assignments, how hard I see you are working, and the final jury grade.  We are all at different levels.  However, personal accomplishment, intellectual curiosity, and artistic growth are really what I’m looking for.

I’m looking forward to a great semester with all of you!

Any student eligible for and requesting academic accommodations due to a disability is requested to provide a letter of accommodation from P.A.C.E. or Students Academic Support Center within the first two weeks of the semester.
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