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Course Description

This course is intended for music majors (in voice) who are in their senior year. It involves performing and researching the historical context and musical features of the repertoire selected for the senior recital performance. 

Goal and Purpose of Course

The purpose of this course is to help students to establish performance skills and to develop good vocal techniques, as well as the appreciation and the understanding for all styles of vocal music.  The course also provides a performance opportunity for students to establish self-confidence in front of large audiences.  After successful completion of the course, students will be able to demonstrate technical and artistic facility with a variety of music, styles, and cultural sources and to communicate that facility to an audience. 

Content

Performance of a faculty approved repertoire selection of approximately 45 minutes of music (maximum of 1 hour total performance time).

Grading

Grade Formula


50% Senior recital performance

20% Weekly lesson grade 


10% Program note



10% Performance and attendance in voice studio class


10% Recital hour and studio recital performances 

Grading Scale


0-59 = F

60-69 = D

70-79 = C


80-89 = B

90-100 =A

Grading and Evaluation for Senior Recital
A letter grade is assigned for the senior recital performance.  The grading scale towards the final grade is as follows: “A”=50%; “A-”=45%; “B+”=40%; “B”=35%; “B-”=30%; “C+”=25%; “C”=20%; “C-”=15%; “D”=10%; “F”=0%.

Repertoire: The repertoire performed in the recital should show a variety of style periods and technical skills.  Repertoire performed in previous juries, studio, and recital classes may be included as part of the senior recital program. 

All music MUST be memorized, except for chamber repertoire. 


Program Notes: Students are required to research and write program notes that will serve as the written document for the senior recital.  These notes will be submitted to your major instructor.  Students are strongly encouraged to submit preliminary drafts of program notes well in advance of the performance date to allow for revision and editing. Finalized program notes should be submitted no later than seven business days prior to the performance date.  

Dress Rehearsal: Through the Music Department secretary, students should schedule a dress rehearsal in Harriet Fulton Theatre at least two weeks in advance.  


Cancellation/Rescheduling: Cancellation or rescheduling of a recital is strongly discouraged.  It may only occur under extenuating circumstances and must be approved by your major instructor and department chair.  Students should bear in mind that the recital date is publicized throughout the campus community.  Any cancellation or rescheduling of the date will adversely affect the schedules of the department faculty and community members planning to attend the concert. 

Studio Rules/Policies
1. Be on time!  That means standing at the piano, ready to work at your lesson time, not just coming in.  You should plan to be at your lesson about five minutes early.  It is also helpful if you can find five to ten minutes to warm up a little before your lesson so your voice is ready to go.

2. No make-up lessons will be given for any reasons.  If you miss more than two lessons and without proper notification, your final grade will be lowered by 5%. 

3. Public holidays and school special/musical events will not be make-up.

4. All voice students, whether you are a major or minor (unless you have a class conflict) are required to attend our voice studio class on Wednesdays at 3:00  (See attachment).  Only one excused/unexcused absence will be permitted during the semester.  If you have more than one absence, your final grade will be lowered by 5%.  Our voice studio classes will be held on Sept 6, Sept 13, Sept 20, Oct 4, Oct 18, Nov 1, and Nov 8.  (Note: All voice students are encouraged to attend Mr. Fracker’s masterclass which is scheduled on Nov 8 at 3:00 at the recital hall.  Don’t miss this great event!)

5. You are required to perform in our studio recital, which will be held on Dec 4 (Mon) at 7:30 at the Harriet Fulton Theatre.  Failure to perform in the recital will result a lowered grade.

6. You are encouraged to attend all vocal events (e.g. faculty voice recital, senior voice recital, opera production, etc.) that are scheduled with the Department of Music at UTM.  (Note: All voice students are highly encouraged to attend Mr. Fracker’s recital which is scheduled on Nov 7 (Tues) at 7:30 at the recital hall.)  

7. Dress nicely for performing in masterclass, recital hour, and studio recital performances, as well as for audition and jury.  Singers should establish a habit of dressing up for any singing events.  For girls, it is the best to wear a dress or a skirt that covers the knees.  Guys should wear a nice shirt with a tie and a pair of nicely ironed pants.  No jeans are acceptable.  If you don’t have a nice dress or a shirt, go to the nearby stores to buy something that is neither too formal nor too causal.  Spending money on your career is always a good investment.  

8. The accompanist situation is always difficult; so try to contact Delana to schedule a rehearsal time during the first week of class.

9. Be sure to practice your music before you come for a lesson with me and for a rehearsal with Delana.  Lesson and rehearsal time will be spent more efficiently if you can do your part!

10. You need to make copies of your music for yourself, for the accompanist, and for me.  Music should be in a binder, well organized.  

11. If you want me to write you a recommendation letter for an audition/a job or scholarship application/school admission/a competition, inform me at least seven business days prior to the deadline of the application in order to make sure that I can get the work done for you. 

12. Check your email regularly.

Responsibilities and Grading for Studio 

1. Inform me in advance of any performances, competitions, and auditions that you intend to participate. 

2. You will be given a grade weekly.  The grade is based on how well you prepare for the lesson, the singing, and vocal progress.  If you miss the lesson, no points will be given.  The grading scale for your lessons is a 5-point system. (5 = Excellent; 4 = very good; 3 = good; 2 = fair; 1 = poor)

3. You should understand the translations/meanings for any foreign language texts.  Write the translations under/above the foreign language texts at the early stage of learning the song.  

4. Daily practice outside the lesson is required to become a proficient vocalist.  MUAP 495 students are expected to practice at least an hour per day.

5. MUAP 495 students must perform twice in both voice studio class and recital hour (Wednesdays at 3:00, see attachment).  It is better for you to perform early rather than late, as this will affect your final grade if you do not fulfill the requirement.  

I’m looking forward to a great semester with you!

Any student eligible for and requesting academic accommodations due to a disability is requested to provide a letter of accommodation from P.A.C.E. or Students Academic Support Center within the first two weeks of the semester.  

PAGE  
1

