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Goal and Purpose of Course

The course is designed to guide students in pronouncing the sounds of Italian and English through the study of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).  It helps students to develop the ability to write and read IPA transcriptions of words in foreign language.  The sequel course, MUS 162, covers German and French language pronunciation.  The student will learn to associate speech sounds with a specific visual symbol to aid him/her in producing the accurate articulation of the languages in order to achieve excellent diction when singing.

Required Textbook and Supplies

1. Diction for Singers (Joan Wall)

2. Paper, notebook, pencil, and eraser.

Grading
Grade Formula







Points

Final Exam (written)



20

Final: Reading IPA Transcriptions (spoken)
10

Mid-Term Exam 



10

Tests 1, 2, 3, 4




15
The lowest test grade is dropped.

Assignments




30

Singing in class



5

 “Pop Quizzes”



10
The 2 lowest grades are dropped.





Total

100%

Grading Scale


0-59 = F

60-69 = D

70-79 = C


80-89 = B

90-100 =A

Attendance

1. Absence policy: In order to complete this course successfully, regular attendance is required.  One excused and one unexcused absences are allowed.  Each additional absence will result in the lowering of the final grade by 5%. 

2. Pop quizzes will be given at the start of class, and will be graded “pass/fail.”  If you miss a class, a failing grade is given.

3. Excused absences are for serious illness or death in the immediate family.  They must be documented.

4. Three tardies equal one absence.
Late and Missing Assignments

1. All assignments are due at the beginning of class.  If you miss a class, be sure that you turn in your assignment before the due date.

2. All late and missing assignments receive a grade of zero.  Late assignments may be corrected (but not for credit) by the instructor.  

Test and Quiz Policies

1. Final Exam – All MUS 161 students must take this exam before they receive a grade for the course.  This exam will be given only on the regularly scheduled day and time during exam week (Dec 14 from 8:00 to 9:45).  The final exam is cumulative and will be in two parts: written 20% and spoken format 10% (in the form of reading IPA transcriptions).

2. Mid-Term Exam – All MUS 161 students must take this exam.  A written note from a physician will be required to substantiate any illness that result in the missed exam. 

3. Tests 1, 2, 3, and 4 – The lowest of these four MUS 161 test grades will be dropped.  If you have to miss a test due to illness or some other instructor-approved reason, you should contact the instructor as soon as possible to schedule a makeup for that test.

4. Pop Quizzes – The pop quizzes are given at the start of class.  Students who are late for class cannot take the pop quiz and will receive a grade of zero.  Each pop quiz is worth half point.  (There will be 22 pop quizzes.)  No makeup quizzes will be given for any reason.  The two lowest quiz grades will be dropped.  (Note: The in-class pop quizzes are usually short.  They will cover various topics from the assigned readings, including material that may not yet been presented or discussed in class.)   

Written Assignments

1. Do ALL written MUS 161 assignments in pencil.  Assignments that are not neatly written in pencil will lose credit.

2. Be sure to include your name and the date on every written assignment done for this course.  Staple multiple pages together, and put your name on all pages.

Schedule (subject to change)

Aug. 29: Course introduction, introduction to IPA


Aug. 31: Pop quiz 01.  Chart of Italian sounds & phonetic symbols, principles of Italian diction 

Sept. 5: Labor Day Holiday – no class

Sept. 7: Pop quiz 02.  Principles of Italian diction (cont’d), introduction to vowels, chart of Italian vowels

Sept. 12: Test # 1 over principles of Italian, chart of Italian sounds, and phonetic symbols

Sept. 14: Pop quiz 03.  “a” & “e”

Sept. 19: Pop quiz 04.  “e” & “i”

Sept. 21: Pop quiz 05.  “o” 

Sept. 26: Pop quiz 06.  “u” 

Sept. 28:  Pop quiz 07.  Introduction to consonants (Wall pp. 77-81)

Oct. 3: Test # 2 over vowels and rules

Oct. 5: Pop quiz 08.  Consonants cont’d (Wall pp. 82-84)

Oct. 10: Pop quiz 09.  Consonants cont’d (Wall pp. 85-90)

Oct. 12: Mid-Term Exam over vowels and consonants covered to-date

Oct. 17: Pop quiz 10.  Fall break

Oct. 19: Pop quiz 11.  Consonants cont’d (Wall pp. 91-92)

Oct. 24: Pop quiz 12.  Exercises

Oct. 26: Pop quiz 13.  Exercises

Oct. 31: Pop quiz 14.  Principles of English Diction begins, introduction to vowels

Nov. 2: Pop quiz 15.  Forward vowels

Nov. 7: Pop quiz 16.  Back vowels 

Nov. 9: Test # 3 over vowels and principles of English Diction

Nov. 14: Pop quiz 17.  Diphthongs

Nov. 16: Pop quiz 18.  Consonants 

Nov. 21: Pop quiz 19.  Consonants cont’d

Nov 23: Thanksgiving Holiday

Nov. 28: Test # 4 over English diction

Nov 30: Pop quiz 20.  Students sing in class (Songs TBA)

Dec. 5: Pop quiz 21.  REVIEW DAY for final exam

Dec. 7: Pop quiz 22.  REVIEW DAY for final exam

Dec. 14: FINAL EXAM (Written and spoken) at 8:00-9:45

Academic Honesty

All students enrolled in MUS 161 understand that all work done in this course, including exams, quizzes, and written assignments, must be their own.  Other than certain performances in class and some other activities, there are no group projects for MUS 161.  If the instructor determines that your work was all or in part copied from someone else’s work, you will receive a grade of 0% for it.  Nevertheless, you are encouraged to discuss MUS 161 topics and, in general way, homework assignments with your classmates.

I’m looking forward to a great semester with all of you!

Any student eligible for and requesting academic accommodations due to a disability is requested to provide a letter of accommodation from P.A.C.E. or Students Academic Support Center within the first two weeks of the semester.
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