30 Vocal Hints for Students

The following suggestions will help make your vocal study more productive.

1. Warm up properly before practicing.

2. Pencil in corrections for your musical errors, such as notes, rhythm, etc.

3. In order to avoid relearning, practice at a tempo which enables you to reduce rhythmic and note errors.

4. Thoroughly study assigned songs both vocally and intellectually before singing.

5. Find at least two specific questions about things you do not understand in the song.

6. Attempt to define or outline what you want to accomplish before each practice session.  Have a purpose for each time you sing a passage or the song.

7.  Use a piano that is in tune or other instrument in learning the song.

8. Mentally practice the song without singing.  Psychological studies have shown that this is of value.

9. Keep a repertoire of songs that you have learned.  This is one measure of determining progress.

10. Tape your voice periodically.  This may give you some insight as to your vocal and musical growth.

11. Keep a practice journal showing the songs you practiced, what you accomplished, and what you might need to work on.

12. Try to perform as much as possible.  You learn about your talents and weakness through performing in front of an audience.

13. Try to participate in more musical activities outside school, and to take part in auditions and competitions.

14. Become acquainted with the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).  This will be of help to you in your technique and in studying other languages.

15. Define unfamiliar words in your English songs.  Try to locate a translation of a song that you are singing in a foreign language.  This enhances your interpretation and perhaps the audience’s appreciation.

16. Allow adequate time for your accompanist to learn his or her part.

17. Practice in front of a full-length mirror for checking bodily posture, as well as facial expression and jaw, lip, tongue, neck, and shoulder position.

18. Before a performance of any kind, try to avoid any physical or psychological experience which might have a negative effect on your performance, e.g. lack of rest, arriving late, eating too close to the performance time, getting emotionally upset with family, friends, or other matters.

19. It is important that you establish a rapport with your teacher that enables you to discuss freely your progress, your objectives, technical concepts, interpretations, as well as other topics which relate to your musical study.

20. Practice with intense concentration of effort for at least 30 minutes everyday.

21. Several short practice periods throughout the day are far more efficient than one concentrated period of the same total length.

22. Spend a little time sight singing either in a sight singing book or reading new songs and playing piano accompaniments.

23. Read articles and books about singing.

24. Acquire some knowledge of the fundamentals of music theory and harmony.

25. Obtain plenty of sleep.

26. Avoid intoxicants, smoking, and dissipation in any form.

27. The best advice for those who have severe laryngitis is to stop singing and speaking until the infection is over.

28. Drink plenty of water if you have a cold or sore throat.

29. Ask yourself, “Am I proud of my singing?”

30. Talk to yourself, “I have a wonderful voice!” 
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