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EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy: Saint Louis University, September 2002, Philosophy.

Title of Dissertation: Pluralism and Material Substance: Thomas Aquinas and the
Problem of Material Constitution.

Dissertation Director: Dr. Eleonore Stump.

Master of Arts: Western Kentucky University, December 1996, Humanities.

Title of Master’s Essay: Belief, Knowledge, and God’s Existence: Faith and
Reason in the Thought of Thomas Aquinas.

Mentor: Dr. Arvin Vos.

Bachelor of Music: Western Michigan University, April 1992, Percussion Performance. 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

Philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas, Medieval Philosophy, Metaphysics 

AREAS OF COMPETENCE

Philosophy of Religion, Ancient Philosophy, Ethics 
LANGUAGES

Latin
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PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS
Aquinas and the Ship of Theseus: Solving Puzzles about Material Objects 

(London: Continuum, 2005).
PUBLICATIONS: ARTICLES
“Friendship in Heaven: Aquinas on Supremely Perfect Happiness and the Communion of
the Saints.” In Metaphysics and God: Essays in Honor of Eleonore Stump. 

Ed. Kevin Timpe (London and New York: Routledge, 2009), 225-48.
“Souls, Ships, and Substances: A Reply to Toner,” American Catholic Philosophical
Quarterly, 81 (2007): 655-68.
“Artifacts, Substances, and Transubstantiation: Solving a Puzzle for Aquinas’s Views.”
The Thomist 71 (2007): 89-112.
“A Wretched Hive of Scum and Villainy: Star Wars and the Problem of Evil.” In Star
Wars and Philosophy. Kevin S. Decker and Jason T. Eberl, eds (Chicago, Open
Court Publishing, 2005).    

“Aquinas on the Individuation of Non-Living Substances.” Proceedings of the American
Catholic Philosophical Association 75 (2001): 237-254.

PUBLICATIONS: REVIEWS
Burrell, David B. Aquinas: God and Action, in The Review of Metaphysics 63.3 (2010):
682-85.
Benzoni, Francisco. Ecological Ethics and the Human Soul: Aquinas, Whitehead, and the
Metaphysics of Value, in Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews 2008.07.30.
http://ndpr.nd.edu/review.cfm?id=13765
PAPER PRESENTATIONS

“Why Scientists Can’t Have All the Fun: Some Logical Problems for Scientism.” History and Philosophy Faculty Colloquium. University of Tennessee at Martin. Martin, TN. April 19, 2010.
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS, CONT.
“Aquinas on Friendship in Heaven: Defending Aquinas’s Distinction between Supremely Perfect Happiness and Perfect Happiness.” 2008 American Maritain Association Conference on Love and Friendship. Boston, MA. October 22-25, 2008.
“Aquinas and the Problem of Material Constitution.”  Invited paper for the annual meeting of the Society of Catholicism and Analytical Philosophy conducted at the 79th meeting of the American Catholic Philosophical Association.  South Bend, Indiana.  
October 28-30, 2005.
“Artifacts, Substances, and Transubstantiation: A Puzzle for Aquinas’s Views.” The 39th International Congress of Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, Michigan, May 6-9, 2004.
“Commentary on Matti Eklund’s paper on the Non-existence of Vague Objects,” Central Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association. Chicago, Illinois. April 22-24, 2004.

“A Common-Sense Solution to the Ship of Theseus Puzzle: Solving Paradoxes about Material Objects.” Faculty Colloquium, University of Tennessee at Martin. 

November 4, 2003.
“Aquinas and Tibbles the Cat: Novel Solutions to a Puzzle about Material Objects.” Tennessee Philosophical Association, 35th Annual Meeting.  Nashville, TN.  October 31-November 1, 2003.
“What is a Human Person? Aquinas on Human Beings, Personal Identity, and the Resurrection of the Dead.” 7th Annual International Conference on Persons. August 6-9, 2003. The University of Memphis. Memphis, Tennessee.  

“Aquinas on the Individuation of Non-Living Substances.” 2001 American Catholic Philosophical Association meeting.  November 9-11.  Albany, NY.  2001 Cornell Colloquium in Medieval Philosophy.  Ithaca, New York.  June 2001.  Saint Louis University Faculty/Student Colloquium.  St. Louis, MO. May 4, 2001.
“Either Hartshorne or Aquinas: A Critique of Alston’s Theological Via Media.” The Society of Christian Philosophers 2000 Mountain-Plains Regional Conference.  University of Colorado.  Boulder, CO.  September 28-30, 2000.

“Aquinas on the Principles of Theoretical and Practical Reason.” Saint Louis University 
Graduate Student Conference.  St. Louis, MO.  September 24-25, 1999.
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS, CONT.
“The Student and the Skeptic: Faith and Reason in St. Anselm’s Proslogion.” International Congress of Medieval Studies.  Western Michigan University.  Kalamazoo, MI.  May 6-9, 1999.

“Aristotle and Aquinas on the Eternity of the World: Readings of Physics 8.1.” Society for the Study of Islamic Philosophy and Science and the Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy 1998 Conference.  Binghamton University, SUNY.  Binghamton, NY.  October 23-25, 1998.

“That Sublime Truth: a Critique of Hughes on Aquinas’s Doctrine of God as Ipsum Esse Subsistens.” Saint Louis University Faculty/Student Colloquium.  St. Louis, MO. September 18, 1998.

ACADEMIC POSITIONS
Associate Professor of Philosophy (tenured), Department of History and Philosophy, University of Tennessee at Martin (2008-). 

Associate Professor of Philosophy, Tennessee Governor’s School for the Humanities (summer 2008-summer 2009).  

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Department of History and Philosophy, University of Tennessee at Martin (2003-2008).
Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Tennessee Governor’s School for the Humanities (summer 2005-summer 2007).

Instructor, Department of History and Philosophy, University of Tennessee at Martin (2002-2003).

Instructor, Department of Philosophy, Saint Louis University (summer 2001 and summer 2000). On each occasion taught an upper-division course in the philosophy of religion.   

Teaching Assistant, Department of Philosophy, Saint Louis University (1999-2000). Taught introduction to philosophy courses.

Graduate Assistant, Department of Philosophy, Saint Louis University (1998-1999).

Instructor, Department of Philosophy, Saint Louis University (spring 1998). Taught an introduction to ethics course.
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ACADEMIC POSITIONS, CONT.

Philosophy Tutor, Saint Louis University Athletic Department (fall 1997).

Graduate Assistant, Western Kentucky University (1994-1996).
COURSES TAUGHT

PHIL 110: The Adventure of Ideas (Historical Introduction to Philosophy). Most recently taught: summer 2007.
PHIL 120: The Adventure of Ideas (Topical Introduction to Philosophy). Most recently taught: spring 2011.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
PHIL 160: Introduction to Ethics. Most recently taught: summer 2010.

PHIL 210: Elementary Logic. Times taught: twice; most recently taught: spring 2007.
PHIL 314: History of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy. Most recently taught: fall 2010.
PHIL/RLST 320: Traces of God. An upper-division course in the philosophy of religion that focuses on any or all of the following topics: the existence and attributes of God; the value of (need for) arguments for the existence of God; the relationship between faith and reason; the problem of religious diversity. Most recently taught: fall 2009.
PHIL 330: Love, Sexuality, and Living. By way of reading a number of classical and Christian writers, e.g., Plato, Aristotle, St. Augustine, St. Benedict, and C.S. Lewis, students trace the development of modern Western beliefs and attitudes on the following subjects: the different kinds of love, the nature of friendship, the proper place for sexual expression in the best kind of human life, and the importance of divine love for the flourishing human life. Most recently taught: fall 2007.
PHIL/RLST 340: Death, Suffering, and Evil. A course that introduces students to the issues, topics, and figures surrounding the so-called ‘problem of evil.’ Most recently taught: spring 2008.
PHIL 350: Principles of Bio-ethics. Most recently taught: fall 2003.
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COURSES TAUGHT, CONT.

PHIL/RLST 370: God and Human Happiness. In this course we examine St. Thomas Aquinas’s religious epistemology, his philosophical theology, and his account of the relationship between God and human happiness by focusing on the relevant texts in his magisterial, Summa theologiae. Most recently taught: spring 2011.
PHIL 450: Existentialism and Phenomenology. Most recently taught: spring 2004.
PHIL 460: Contemporary Metaphysics and Epistemology. Most recently taught: spring 2005.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Catholic Philosophical Association (2001-)
American Philosophical Society (2002-)

Society for Catholicism and Analytical Philosophy (2003-) 

Society of Christian Philosophers (2003-)
Tennessee Philosophical Association (2003-)
HONORS, AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS
Hal and Alma Reagan Leave (spring 2010).

Outstanding Junior Faculty Member of the Year, The College of Humanities and Fine Arts, The University of Tennessee at Martin (2006). 

Awarded a SCART course release at the University of Tennessee at Martin for the purposes of furthering research activities (spring 2006).
Saint Louis University Dissertation Fellowship (2001-2002).

Collins Award (2001). The Saint Louis University philosophy faculty gives the award annually to two outstanding philosophy graduate students.

SLU 2000 Research Fellowship (2000-2001).

Passed oral examination for the Ph.D. in philosophy with distinction (2000).

Outstanding philosophy and religion graduate student, Department of Philosophy and
Religion, Western Kentucky University (1995-6).
