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Catalog description of course:  Exploration of the field of music education and basic concepts in the musical education of children and adults. Philosophical, psychological, and social aspects of music as a basic part of the intellectual and physical development of the child..

Course objectives: The student will . . .
1. Develop an understanding of music education through examination of and practicing of various aspects: lesson planning, research, teacher characteristics, curriculum, national standards, teaching strategies, etc.

2. Observe and reflect about real music education situations in the public schools.

3. Understand important events within the history of Music Education.

4. Develop an understanding about the psychological, social, and philosophical aspects of teaching music.

5. Be expected to act as a professional music educator.

6. Develop the professional portfolio for use throughout Music Education Professional Program.

7. Apply to the Music Education Professional Program to evaluate the student’s potential for success as a music educator (specific departmental guidelines apply and independent of this syllabus).

Overview of Evaluation
1. Written Assignments




50%

2. Field Observations




20%

3. Electronic Portfolio




10%

4. Final Exam





20%

Class Assignments & Expectations

1. Written assignments: 

a. Each student will complete a 2-page reflection for each reading assignment, which is due the day the reading is to be discussed. Each reflection must include an accurate APA citation, summary of the main points, connection to personal experiences, and proper grammar and spelling. The reflections are due the day the reading is to be discussed in class and are indicated in the syllabus calendar. All due dates are final.

b. Specific written and book assignments will be due at various times during the semester, as indicated in the syllabus calendar. Specific instructions are provided either in a hand out on Blackboard or in the text. All due dates are final.

2. Field Observations: Each student will visit a general music class, middle school choir and band, and a high school and band. Specific instructions are posted on Blackboard. It is the responsibility of the student to contact each teacher and set-up an appropriate time visit, report to the office prior to visiting the classroom, dress and behave appropriately, get the teachers signature, and complete the requirements of the assignment.

3. Electronic Portfolio: The Teacher Education Program (TEP) of UTM, the Music Education Division, and the State of Tennessee require that all teacher candidates develop and maintain a professional portfolio in initial licensure programs. Students in music education will develop an electronic portfolio using PowerPoint as part of this class’ requirements and will be expected to maintain its completeness through student teaching. 

4. Final Exam: The final exam in this class will be cumulative over the semester’s content. 

5. Professional Behavior: 

a. Attendance: Students are expected to be present and on-time to all classes. Likewise this extends to the field observations. However, three (3) absences are allowed for any reason by the student. The fourth absence carries a 10% deduction from the FINAL GRADE, the fifth absence carries a 20% deduction from the FINAL GRADE, and the sixth absence will earn the student an “F” for this class. Tardiness is likewise an unprofessional behavior. Two late arrivals to class equal an absence; obviously, then, the 12th absence will result in an earned grade of “F” for the semester.

b. Membership in CMENC: All students are required to activate membership in the Collegiate Music Educators National Conference. Additionally, each student should elect liability insurance while in this class for an additional cost to protect him/her while out in the field. This insurance does not have to be obtained through MENC, but proof of professional liability insurance must be established or the student cannot complete the field observation component of this course. This is a requirement of the university and is not negotiable. Membership is $24 for CMENC and $6 chapter dues for a total of $30; the insurance is $15 per year and insures liability for $1million. You may enroll in CMENC online (see form) OR you may pay Ms. Sherry by Friday, 7 September. If you choose to pay online, only pay $6 to Ms. Sherry for chapter dues. 

University’s Academic Integrity Statement (abridged): “Dishonesty or unethical behavior does not belong at an institution dedicated to the promotion of knowledge and learning. Integrity of the academic process requires fair an impartial evaluation by faculty and honest academic conduct by students. To this end, students are expected to conduct themselves at a high level of responsibility while fulfilling requirements of their course of study. Each student is presumed to accept the obligation of academic integrity upon enrolling in the University.” The instructor adopts a NO TOLERANCE philosophy for any unethical academic behavior, and consequences will be severe; this may include failing the course or other disciplinary action.
“Any student eligible for and requesting academic accommodations due to a disability is requested to provide a letter of accommodation from P.A.C.E. or Student Academic Support Center within the first two weeks of the semester.”

INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC EDUCATION

MUED 260 COURSE CALLENDAR

	Week
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	1
	26 Aug

Topics: Introduction and Syllabus; The importance of teaching music; Background and Attitude questionnaire; Personal Biography
	28 Aug

Topics: The Importance of Teaching Music; DUE: Hodges - Why Study Music? 

	2
	2 Sep

Topics: The Importance of Teaching Music; Influential Teacher Interview


	4 Sep

Topics: The Importance of Teaching Music

DUE: Personal Biography

	3
	9 Sep

Topics: The Nature of Music Teaching


	11 Sep

Topics: The Nature of Music Teaching

DUE: Project (pg 36).

	4
	16 Sep

Topics: The Qualities and Competencies of Music Teachers

DUE: Brand – Master Music Teachers: What makes them Great?
	18 Sep

Topics: The Qualities and Competencies of Music Teachers

DUE: Influential Teacher Interview; Self-Evaluation (pg. 40-41).

	5
	23 Sep

Topics: Preparing to be a Teacher
	25 Sep

Topics: Preparing to be a Teacher

DUE: Project (pg 58); 1st Observation

	6
	30 Sep

Topics: The Music Education Profession

DUE: Mark – Music Education’s Cultural Imperative
	2 Oct

Topics: The Music Education Profession

	7
	7 Oct

Topics: The Development of the Profession

DUE: Chapter Questions (pg. 85).
	9 Oct

Topics: The Development of the Profession

Due: 2nd Observation

	8
	14 Oct

Fall Break - No class
	16 Oct

Topics: The Development of the Profession



	9
	21 Oct

Topics: The Nature of the Music Program

DUE: Chapter Questions (pg. 111).
	23 Oct

Topics: The Nature of the Music Program

	10
	28 Oct

Topics: The Content of Music Classes

DUE: Conway – Curriculum Writing in Music
	30 Oct

Topics: The Content of Music Classes

DUE: 3rd Observation

	11
	4 Nov

Topics: International Curriculum Developments
	6 Nov

Topics: Challenges in Music Education

	12
	11 Nov

Topics: Assessment & Evaluation

DUE: Chidio – Assessing a Cast of Thousands
	13 Nov

Topics: Assessment & Evaluation

DUE: 4th Observation

	13
	18 Nov

Topics: Assessment & Evaluation
	20 Nov

Topics: Assessment & Evaluation

	14
	25 Nov

Topics: Advocacy

DUE: Lehman – Advocacy for Music Education; 5th Observation
	27 Nov

Thanksgiving – No Class

	15
	2 Dec

Topics: Personal Philosophy Presentations
DUE: Personal Philosophy Paper
	4 Dec

Topics: Personal Philosophy Presentations


Note to calendar: All dates are subject to change depending on area music teacher’s schedule. I will try to schedule all events during our regular class meeting times. However, this is not always possible. Be prepared for out-of-class events (with advance notice, of course).
