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Housekeeping
Turn off cell phones.

No sidebars, if you have a 
question or comment make it to 

the entire group.

Keep on the topic during 
discussions and activities.

Everyone needs to participate.

This is a safe zone ɀwhat is said 
here stays here unless I tell you 

otherwise.
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Introductions

Please share this information with us:

Full name

Preferred name

Where you were born

Family

Pets

Job assignment

Length of time employed in that position
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Break
Return in 10 Minutes
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Statistics
In 1990, there were 395,642 instructional assistants in 
the United States.

In 1999, the number rose to 621, 385.

An increase of 57%.

75% of instructional assistants work in elementary 
schools.

NWEWL, 2002, p. 5
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Statistics

15 ɀ18% work in bilingual programs

70% of elementary instructional assistants and 50% of 
middle school instructional assistants are hired 
through Title I funds.

Almost 50% of the instructional assistants work with 
special education students. 

NWEWL, 2002, p. 5
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Overview

Many different names:

Paraeducator

Paraprofessional

Teacher Assistant/Aide

Education Technician

Transition Trainer/Job Coach

Home Visitor

Introduced almost 50 years ago

Pickett, 2002, p. 2; NREL, 2002, p. 5
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Characteristics

Supervised by teachers

Seldom assisted teachers with delivery of 
instructional or other direct services 

Traditionally had no formal training

Oftentimes unclear job responsibilities

Lack of recognition within the school system

NREL, 2002, p. 6
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Traditional Tasks
Clerical Jobs

Monitoring Learners

Learning Centers

Duplicating Materials

Grading Papers

Putting up Bulletin Boards

Pickett, 2002, p. 2
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Contemporary 
Tasks

Assisting Teachers in the 
Instructional Process

Delivery of Services to 
Learners

Working with Parents

Pickett, 2002, p. 2
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