
As we end a very busy semester, I am reminded of the promise each new academic 

year brings. As we reflect on this past year, I would hope we can carry away a sense of 

accomplishment in our teaching, scholarship and service. 

 

I feel this college has been very productive with an abundance of awards, scholarly 

presentations, publications, and service on campus and in the community. 

 

Enjoy your summer! 

 

Dr.Hall 

Notes from the Dean...  

Honors, Awards, and 

Activities!  
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~ ~ ~ AWARDS ~ ~ ~ 

 

Dr. Patricia Hewitt 

Dr. Patricia A. Hewitt, professor of educational studies, received the 

Outstanding Advisor Award. The Outstanding Advisor Award of 

$1,000 and a plaque are presented to the faculty member selected for 

demonstrating a caring attitude toward advisees, availability to advi-

sees, monitoring student progress toward academic and career goals 

and the ability to engage in developmental advising and other distinc-

tive characteristics. 
- UTM Addenda,  April 26, 2010 

 

 

Dr. Angie MacKewn 

Dr. Angie MacKewn has a passion for recycling, and her volunteer re-

cycling work for the UT Martin and surrounding area has earned her a 

Love Community Service Award from the Tennessee Higher Education 

Commission. MacKewn, of Greenfield, an associate professor of psy-

chology, was selected from a group of Tennessee higher education 

nominees. She received the award April 29 at a THEC reception in 

Nashville. 
- UTM Addenda, May 3, 2010 
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Dr. Brian Donavant  

Teaching  

In April, Dr. Donavant accompanied other Criminal Justice faculty and  20 students on a 

Travel Study to Riverbend Maximum Security Institution and UT Knoxville's Anthropology 

Research Center. Students met and spoke with inmates in the one of the prison's housing 

units and on death row, and toured the execution chamber. The trip culminated with a 

visit to UT's outdoor Anthropological Research Facility (Body Farm) on the Knoxville cam-

pus.  

Scholarship  

Dr. Donavant received an award from the Project RITE grant at UT Knoxville to study the 

efficacy of using enhanced features such as narrated PowerPoint within specific course 

iterations in the online environment in bringing about higher levels of learner engage-

ment and, ultimately, learning improvement. This research is currently ongoing within 

criminal justice course sections being taught through UT Online.  

Presentations  

In November, Dr.  Donavant presented his paper "Andragogue as Undergrad: Reflections 

of a Lifelong Learner in the òTraditionaló Classroom" at the annual meeting of the Ameri-

can Association of Adult and Continuing Education in Cleveland, OH.  In November, he 

also presented "Make a Power(ful)Point: Using Narrated Presentations to Integrate and 

Enhance Online Education" at the West Tennessee Technology Symposium in Martin, TN  

Publications  

Dr. Donavant has an invited book chapter, "Using Narrated Presentations to Integrate and 

Enhance Online Education" in press in K. King & T. Cox (Eds.), "Teaching with Digital Me-

dia: Best Practices and Innovations in Higher Education." This book will be published by 

Information Age later this year.  

Service  

Dr. Donavant was elected as the co-chair of the Research and Theory Special Interest 

Group of the Commission of Professors of Adult Education within the American Associa-

tion of Adult and Continuing Education (AAACE). This group will select topics for presenta-

tion at the 2010 AAACE annual conference in Clearwater, FL. 

Other Awards  

Dr. Donavant received the Distinguished Researcher Award from the College of Education 

and Behavioral Sciences. 

 

Dr. Susan Buckelew  

Teaching 

Dr. Buckelew attended and presented a poster at the National Institute of Teaching of 

Psychology in January 2010. 
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Presentations  

Dr. Buckelew has had three presentations this spring. In January, she presented a poster session entitled òChildhood 

Psychopathology:  The eye of the beholderó at the National Institute on the Teaching of Psychology, St. Petersburg, Flor-

ida. In March, Dr. Buckelew co-presented a poster session on òAnticipating a good grade: Student appraisal stylesó at 

the Southeastern Psychological Association Meeting in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  She also co-presented a poster ses-

sion on Muscularity and Eating Attitudes at the Southeastern Psychological Association Meeting. 

 

Dr. Donna Massey  

Teaching 

Students in the Criminal Justice program or in CJ classes had the opportunity for a once in a lifetime travel opportunity.  

Prior to the travel study, however, members of the UTM CJ faculty, the Department of Behavioral Sciences, and the 

Kappa Epsilon chapter of Alpha Phi Sigma hosted an 8 hour lecture on Forensic Anthropology on the UTM campus 

(March 26, 2010).  Students enrolled in the travel study were present for the lecture conducted by Dr. Lee Meadows 

Jantz and Dr. Joanne Devlin of the UTK Forensic Anthropology program.  On April 8 and 9, 20 students traveled from 

Martin to Nashville to tour Riverbend Maximum Security Institution.  While at Riverbend, students were able to visit the 

death chamber and sit in the electric chair, as well as ask questions of a death row inmate.  The trip continued to Knox-

ville, where, the next morning, students were permitted entrance into the Anthropological Research Facility (the Body 

Farm), where they were introduced to the study of bones and the decomposition of human bodies left in natural ele-

ments.  Entrance into the Body Farm is limited to law enforcement personnel who are participating in specific studies 

(such as the National Forensic Academy).  The travel study was led by Dr. Donna Massey, with Dr. Tina Lee and Dr. Brian 

Donavant assisting.   

 

 

 
Criminal Justice Travel Study to Riverbend, April 8, 2010 
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Travel Study to Body Farm, April 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Michelle Merwin  

 
Research 
 
Dr. Merwin and Dr. Ann Gathers were granted up to $1,500 from the Office of Research, 

Grants, and Contracts to support their research project titled "An Analysis of the Effects of 

Exercise on Cognition and Catecholamine Levels." The grant is to be used for the pur-

chase of a Monark 827E Upright Exercise Bike. This bike will be set up in a lab in the psy-

chology laboratory and will be used for their research.  

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES continued  
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 This year Alpha Delta Mu members spent the month of March collecting plastic 

eggs, baskets, candy, and other toys and treats to donate to the children of the Martin 

Housing Authority After School Program. On Thursday, April 1st the UTM community club 

volunteered their time to hide over 300 candy filled eggs. They put together another 

successful Easter Egg Hunt for approximately 40 children who were in attendance. 

 When the children stepped off the bus, they were given an after school snack. They 

then lined up to receive a colorful Easter Basket and sent outside to find the hidden eggs. 

There were two separate hiding places; children 5-8 hunted on the playground, and children 

9-12 hunted in the grass around the building. This was to ensure the fair chance for each 

child to find as equivalent an amount of eggs as possible. 

 After all eggs had found a home within the basket of a child, the ADM members 

had one more surpriseé they shared jump ropes, hula-hoops, sidewalk chalk, and other fun 

games and stayed to play with the children. The Easter celebration provided an afternoon 

of fun for both the children and adults who attended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin Housing Authority UTM Alpha Delta Mu 

SOCIAL SERVICES STAFF MEMBERSHIP 

Social Service Director: Kristy Robinson President: Catherine Robilio 

Stuart Center Program Coordinator: Robert Nunley Secretary: Lacey Howard 

Crossroads Teen Center Program Treasurer: Amanda Carroll 

 Coordinator:  Joshua Greer Chelsea Thomas, Healther McKinney, 

ROSS Case Manager: Mandy Bratcher Elyse Murrell, Brook Gilbert 

 

 

Additional photos on next page 

Alpha Delta Mu  

(Social Work Honor Society)  

and the  

Martin Housing Authority  

 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
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Dr. Becky Cox 

Teaching  

Dr. Becky Cox welcomed students from Munford, Tennessee High School Future Teachers of America to her classroom. 

There they observed a college course and spoke with elementary education students about college.  

Presentations 

Dr. Cox recently attended the National Science Teachers Association Conference in Philadelphia, PA, where she made 

several presentations: òAll About Beavers,ó òItõs a Horseshoe Crab!ó òRelative Distance of Planets From the Sun,ó òEdible 

Model of the Sun,ó and òWhat Color is the Soil in Your Wetland Area?ó  

Service 

Dr. Cox is continuing with preparations for a national conference as co-chair of National Marine Educators Assocation 

2010: From the Mountains to the Sea. She also represented UTM at the Stanford-PACT/TPAC seminar.  

Awards 

Dr. Cox has been named to the Whoõs Who in Collegiate Faculty for 2010-2011. 

 

Dr. Robert Erk  

Publications 

Dr. Robert Erk was notified by Merrill Prentice Hall Publisher that his textbook Counseling Treatment For Children And 

Adolescents Diagnosed With DSM-IV-TR Disorders (Second Edition, 2010) has been translated into Korean for use in 

that country. 

 

Dr. Beverly Hearn  

Teaching 

We have two new courses in reading: READ 111, in which we are using Kindles and the students are enjoying them, and 

READ 710, Reading Diagnosis and Assessment, which is being taught as part of the online reading specialist add-on 

licensure.  Additionally, the online course TESL 710, Strategies for Teaching English as a Second Language, is being 

taught for the first time as a part of the Transition to Teaching program, and it is also available as an additional en-

dorsement online for currently licensed teachers.  

Scholarship 

With Graduate Teaching Assistant, Tiffany McCaslin, Dr. Hearn  investigated attitudinal effects of using the Kindles for 

reading and received a Project RITE (internal) grant to attend a meeting to present results. 

Presentations 

Dr. Hearn presented the results of the above mentioned research project at the SITE (Society for Technology in Teacher 

Education) meeting in San Diego in March, 2010.  Dr. Hearn also gave a presentation to Lifelines for Educators in Jack-

son, TN on òModifying Materials and Methods for ELLsó and a presentation at Tennessee Teachers of English as a Sec-

ond Language on òMake AYP: Activate Yourself Professionally.ó 

EDUCATIONAL STUDIES 
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Dr. Beverly Hearn, continued  

Service 

Dr. Hearn attended the AACTE meeting in Atlanta with a group from UTM  in order to help pre-

pare for NCATE visit.  She also attended TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Lan-

guages) in Boston as a member of the Serial Publications Committee.   

Other Awards 

Dr. Hearn received the ITQ grant for Project RICA (Reading to Increase Comprehension in Aca-

demics) to be held in May and July for Jackson Madison County Teachers.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Ms. Allison Koch, a student in the community counseling program in the department of educa-

tional studies, has been accepted for a one year internship in the Psychological and Counsel-

ing Center at Vanderbilt, a part of the Office of the Dean of Students. The process for the six 

openings is extremely competitive. This is the first time that a counseling student from UT 

Martin has been placed at the Vanderbilt counseling center. Members of the UTM Counseling 

faculty are extremely proud of her accomplishment. (See copy of e-mail, to the left.) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Drs. Suzanne Maniss and Sandra Murray  

Presentations 

Dr. Suzanne Maniss and Dr. Sandy Murray presented at the National Social Science Associa-

tion Technology Conference in Las Vegas on March 28-31. Their topic was òOnline Instruction 

in Educational Leadership and Counselor Education Programs Using Virtual Learning Environ-

ments.ó 

 

 

Dr. Joyce Swan 

Teaching 

Dr. Swan was a finalist for the UT Alumni Association Outstanding Teacher Award. 

Presentations  

Dr. Swan presented a paper with Dr. Stephanie Kolitsch (Dept. of Mathematics and Statistics) 

on òA Middle School Mathematics Teacherõs Changes in Instructional Practicesó at the Re-

search Council on Mathematics Learning National Conference, March 11-13, Conway, Arkan-

sas.  

Publications  

The previously mentioned paper resulted in a publication for Drs. Swan and Kolitsch in the 

Proceedings of the 37th Annual Meeting of the Research Council on Mathematics Learning, 

Conway, AR.  

Educational Studies, continued...  
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From email from Ms 

Allison Koch: 

 

Hi Dr. M., 

   

I wanted to give you 

an update on my appli-

cation to Vanderbilt 

for my internship. I 

received a call from 

the director of the 

counseling center, and 

there were many appli-

cations and the compe-

tition was fierce. All of 

the current Vanderbilt 

students applied for 

internships, and there 

were only 6 slots to 

offer. They have never 

accepted someone 

from UT Martin into 

their internship pro-

gram... UNTIL 

NOW!  I got the in-

ternship at Vander-

bilt!!!   I start in August 

and finish in May. I'll 

have a plethora of 

training opportunities 

there, and I couldn't be 

more thrilled!  I am 

certain that 

the letter you sent 

helped me, and I hope 

you know how much I 

really appreciate the 

time and thought you 

put into doing that for 

me. 

  



 

From STEA 
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The Student Ten-

nessee Education 

Association (STEA), 

Jennifer Hill Cook 

and Mark Hewitt, 

advisors, received 

multiple honors at 

the 2010 STEA 

Spring Conference, 

April 9-10, in Nash-

ville.  Honors in-

clude Chapter of 

the Year; State 

President-Elect, 

Caryce Gilmore; 

West TN Vice-

President, Chris 

Martin; STEA Scrap-

book ð third place; 

delegate for the Tennessee Education Association (TEA) and National Education Asso-

ciation Representative Assemblies, Caryce Gilmore; CLASS Honor Society recipients ð 

Barbara Ferrell, Lindsay Haynes, Holly Hopper, Emilie Liberto, Erica Smith, and Cathy 

Whitehead; and one of two Don Sahli/Kathy Woodall Scholarships, Caryce Gilmore. 

The outgoing West Tennessee Vice-President, Rebecca Weaver, is also from UT Mar-

tinõs STEA chapter.  In addition, the chapter nominated Dr. Becky Cox as the Tennessee 

Education Association Distinguished Higher Educator.  Dr. Cox will receive her award at 

the TEA Representative Assembly in May.  

 

 

 

 
 

President-elect Caryce Gilmore                          

          

 
 

 

 
 

           Kevan, our W TN VP, and our Pres-Elect 
 

 

 

        

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=61462&id=100000866704332
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=61459&id=100000866704332
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=61464&id=100000866704332


REACHING OUT FOR AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK 
BY: LINDSAY HAYNES, UTM STEA PRESIDENT 
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For American Education week this past fall semester, STEA did as much as we could to show the educators 

at UTM and also in our local community just how much we appreciate them. At our November STEA meet-

ing, all of our attending members participated in making giant cards for some of the local schools, includ-

ing Martin Primary, Martin Elementary, Martin Middle School, and Westview High School. We placed each 

of these cards in the schoolsõ teachersõ lounge, along with mints and a note saying òYouõve ômintõ a lot to 

us!ó Next, we provided a basket of apples to our professors in each of UTMõs Education Department offices. 

Our historian, Holly Hopper, created an impressive showcase in Gooch Hall which wished all professors and 

educators alike a Happy American Education Week. We wrote thank you letters to all the professors in the 

Education Department here at UTM that were placed in their office mailboxes. Finally, we had a slide added 

to the Paul Meek Libraryõs slideshow thanking educators and making UTM students aware of this special 

week. All of these things that we did for American Education Week we did in honor of the wonderful teach-

ers who have made a difference to us in the past, along with all the professors here at UTM who are making 

a difference today. 

 

Our members, making cards for local schools: 

 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31848837&id=184105735

