Faculty Receive Research Awards

The Faculty Research and Development Committee reviews proposals each year for the Faculty Research Program and chose to make awards to six faculty members for them to conduct research during FY06/07.  Those faculty awarded research money are Sue Byrd (Family and Consumer Sciences), Ann Gathers (Biological Sciences), Angelina MacKewn and Susan Buckelew (Psychology), Norman Lillegard (History and Philosophy), and Lucia Florido Picanco (Modern Foreign Languages).


Sue Byrd will travel to China in FY06/07 to research textile and apparel production techniques used by the Miao in Southwest China.  She will photograph dyeing, printing, embroidery, weaving, and pleating techniques.  She will then visit textiles production facilities in Beijing to broaden her knowledge of indigo batik and tie-dye techniques being used in China today and learn about finishing techniques currently being used to increase quality.  As a result of her research, she will develop step-by-step samples of two textile techniques used by the Miao culture in the production of fabrics.  Her research will also lead to working with a regional antique textiles retailer to write and submit an article for publication in specialty retailers, textiles, and apparel professionals.  


Ann Gathers will conduct “A Qualitative Analysis of Visual Processing in Autism Spectrum Disorders” during this academic year.  Her research will identify the mechanistic derivations in face recognition development in the ASD population, a necessary first step in developing effective treatments and interventions for deficits in social interaction and communication.  The discrete variables of interest for the project will be population, processing, orientation, and similarity; age will be treated as a continuous variable to address developmental changes in both the ASD and typical child groups. Completion of the work is expected to span two to three years.


Angelina MacKewn will conduct a student entitled “The Impact of a Sleep Education Program on First-Year Students’ Sleep Quality.”  Her research will assess the effectiveness of a Sleep Education Program and examine the relationship between sleep and cognitive performance of 500 incoming freshmen enrolled in the Freshman Experience class.  This study will be the first phase in a longitudinal examination of sleep patterns from freshman to senior year.

Susan Buckelew’s research, “Sleep Deprivation Among College Students: EEG Patterning,” will examine the daytime EEG patterning of college students with sleep deprivation to assess if an inability to shift to appropriate EEG brain wave activity may play a role in sleep impairments.  Results of her research will (1) lead to the development of research based neurofeedback (EEG biofeedback) interventions to treat at least a subgroup of people who experience sleep deprivation; (2) undergraduate students will have the opportunity to learn how to operate psychophysiological equipment and participate in well-designed research projects.  

Norman Lillegard will closely study various constructivist or non-realist and quasi-realist views to distinguish a viable realist alternative through his project titled “Social Constructivism and Ethical Realism.” He will spend time with colleagues Martin Kusch at Cambridge and John Lippit at the University of Hertfordshire, discussing works by Putnam, Kusch, Cortens, Lynch, Kierkegaard, and other neo-Aristotelians.  These in-depth research discussions will lead to publication of an essay and presentations at professional meetings related to the topic area.

Lucia Florido will conduct research aimed at separating fact from fiction about Dona Beja, Xica da Silva, and Joaquina do Pompéu, renowned women from colonial Brazil.  These women are viewed as precursors to feminist advancements in South America.  She will examine how the depiction of powerful women conveys a negative masculinity and an unstable temperament, as found in novels of Agripa Vasconcelos, a prominent author from Minas Gerais, Brazil.  She will also investigate how Enlightenment concepts such as free-thinking and cosmopolitism manifested themselves through Beja’s and Xica’s fashions, beliefs, and actions.  Flórido will conduct her research at the National Library and the National Archive in Rio de Janeiro and Minas Gerais, Brazil.

