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Highlander Folk School was established in 1932 by southerners Myles Horton and Don West in 
Monteagle, Tennessee.  Initially the school educated union workers showing promise as labor 
leaders.  In the 1940’s Highlander began including African Americans into its programs and 
shifting emphasis to aiding southern rural people.  This was a change that fostered suspicion 
among conservative groups and lead ultimately to a raid on the school in 1959; after lengthy legal 
proceedings, the state of Tennessee revoked the school’s charter and confiscated its Monteagle 
property in the early 1960’s.  Highlander chose to move to a new location in the Knoxville area 
and continue its work under a new charter with a new name, the Highlander Research and 
Education Center.  Highlander works today providing support and education to “…people 
struggling against oppression, supporting their effort to take collective action to shape their own 
destiny. It creates educational experiences that empower people to take democratic leadership 
towards fundamental change.”  Quote is from Highlanders web page: 
http://www.highlandercenter.org/a-mission.asp 

 
Classification numbers for materials available at the Paul Meek Library follow the entries in bold 
type; journals that are available in microfilm are arranged alphabetically by title they are marked 
Media Services to designate where they are located.  Other items may be requested through 
Interlibrary Loan.  Many of the resources available here are housed in the West Tennessee 
Heritage Study Room and are for use in the library only.  Please report errors or omissions to: 
ejmoore@utm.edu. 
 

What is too big for one person to handle can be figured out by all of us together.  We will 
have a new kind of school—not a school for teaching reading, writing and arithmetic, but 
a school for problems. — Myles Horton in Tjerandsen 
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