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UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT MARTIN STUDENT CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY

Position Statement Draft

Exotic and Invasive Plants and Animals

The campus at the University of Tennessee at Martin consists of approximately 900 acres, which are used to enhance educational experiences and provide research opportunities.  Many native species of plants and animals are present, but there are also numerous non-native (exotic) species existing within the 900 acres owned and managed by the University.

Exotic species are defined by the U.S. Department of the Interior’s National Park Service
 as, “those that occur in any given place as a result of direct or indirect, deliberate, or accidental actions by humans.”  The  National Invasive Species Council
 defines an invasive species to be, “1) non-native (or alien) to the ecosystem under consideration and 2) whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.”  This position statement implies these definitions when utilizing the term exotic, and focuses solely on the property possessed by the University of Tennessee at Martin.

Plants and animals have been introduced to various ecosystems where they do not naturally occur across the world.  These introductions have been committed both accidentally and deliberately.  When introduced to an ecosystem, exotic species hold the potential to become invasive.  Foretelling whether or not an exotic species may escalate to the status of invasive has been difficult throughout history.  The only true way to ensure that native ecosystems are not further manipulated by invasive plants and/or animals is to prevent any future introduction of exotic species.

Due to the potential threats that exotic species pose on natural ecosystems and their lack of benefits to these ecosystems, the Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society opposes the introduction of any exotic species of plants and/or animals on the campus of the University of Tennessee at Martin.  

The policy of the Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society concerning exotic plants and animals on the campus of the University of Tennessee at Martin is:

1.
Propose that research be delegated by the University of Tennessee at Martin on the effects of exotic species of plants and animals present on campus to determine if any of these species may be considered invasive in any way, and if possible the Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society will facilitate in any way needed.

2.
Promote implementing management and eradication programs focused on species of exotic plants and/or animals existing on the University of Tennessee at Martin’s campus that are determined to be invasive.

3.
Recommend limiting the exotic species of plants present on campus, not considered invasive in any way, to no more than one representative species if it is seen as necessary to have these species present.  This in turn will provide opportunity for promotion of native species of plants which are absent from the campus.

4.
Encourage programs to educate University of Tennessee at Martin students, faculty, and staff on the negative effects associated with exotic species of plants and animals.

5.
Call for modification of the master plan to specify native plant species as preferable alternatives to the exotic species listed in the current master plan.

�	  USDI National Park Service, Rocky Mountain National Park: Exotic Species (www.nps.gov).


�	  National Invasive Species Council, National Invasive Species Management Plan (www.invasivespecies.gov).









