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The impetus for my classroom inquiry began from the desire to incorporate writing into my first grade curriculum.  I wanted to support the development of my students’ reading and writing skills by implementing the process of the writing workshop.


As a novice at teaching and writing workshop, I decided that it might be best that I set up the writing process according to the needs of my students’ meaning that I actually didn’t know what might happen in the future but for now this is what we would try.  With Katie Wood Ray’s The Writing Workshop in hand my sixteen students and I began our adventure.  I planned the focus lessons to be limited at first, simply because I didn’t want the students to feel that this would be another “seat work” assignment.   I introduced writing workshop at the beginning of the year using a simple formatted paper allowing the students to draw a picture and then write a story about their artwork.  Originally the students were more comfortable drawing than writing.  Their writing more or less simply labeled what they had drawn. 


The change and growth of my students have been evident throughout the school year.  Possibilities that I had not imagined developed during this experience.  The first surprise was the spelling component.  They are better spellers!  Another factor in the writing process that I had not considered until it accidentally occurred was the benefit of grammar knowledge.  The understanding of sentence structure has been greatly enhanced by their daily writing. Writing has developed communication skills and improved self-esteem in my students. As we worked together to develop confidence in writing, the students became more comfortable in sharing their work.  My students talk about their writing.  Each Friday the students read a selection that they would like to share with the class.  We call this Author Time and respond with the silent clap.  The students look forward to this weekly event.


Taking notes throughout the inquiry has helped me become a more reflective teacher. What I read and understand at one point in time will more than likely appear differently after another reading and more writing practice.   I have tried to review my comments on a regular basis in order to keep daily experiences fresh in my mind.  Using the reflections from my observations has allowed me to keep abreast of their writing and provides a guide to future writing opportunities.


At this point in our writing process, my students are using visualization in their writing. By visualization, I mean the students ask another student if they can “see” the object or person that they are writing about.  This process evolved from my suggestion of closing their eyes as I read poems or short stories to them each day.  With their eyes closed the students could “zero” in on the descriptive words and visualize the story unfolding in their minds.  In this way the writing buddies help each other in descriptive writing.  One will read to the other.  The listener will ask questions or describe what they saw as the story was read.  The writer then can add more detailed information.  


My students and I have grown in our writing abilities.  There are evident growth patterns in our writing process.  The first baby step was to give it a try.  I was hesitant at first and so were my students.  The WTWP Summer Institute provided affirmation in my writing attempts.  Likewise, my ability to actually read their stories allowed them to see themselves as authors.  Next, as their writing flourished, they shared their writing creations with their classmates.  Lastly, it is my desire that this seed that has been planted through writing workshop will continue to grow within my students so that they will continue to see themselves as writers as they advance in their educational experiences. 


I must confess that I have not accomplished all that I had set out to do at the beginning of the year.  The students’ writing actually guided the writing process.  I found this to be a much better way of addressing their emerging writing needs than setting up a structured program.  This research process has led to a better understanding of my students, their writing process, and better classroom practice.
