Children Making a Difference: Using the Read to Feed Program in the Classroom


Brittan Sutherland, 5th grade, Martin Elementary



My teacher inquiry has been more challenging this year, than what I have done previously with classroom inquiry in my classroom. I think it is because I took on a topic that was very new and very different to my students.  


When I first told my students about Heifer International, they didn’t truly understand what the organization did and who they helped. We watched a video that came with our classroom kit and the students where amazed that children were living in such conditions around the world. They didn’t understand why children couldn’t go to school and how they lived with so little. The children knew that they wanted to help after they began to understand more about the program. 

Throughout the year we have discussed more about children that live around the world, different cultures, and what it would be like to live in another country. We have utilized the newspaper in our classroom to support for our study of different countries. I have learned that most of my students do not watch the news or look at newspapers at home. They also said that their parents don’t discuss the news with them. Through the Jackson Sun’s School Reads program we were able to get newspapers for our classroom. Heifer International also provided lesson plans for use in the classroom. These are lessons that incorporated math skills, social studies, economics, and of course WRITING! 

Have my students become more aware of issues around the world and more concerned citizens? Will this carry over into their lives as they move to the middle school? I think so. Whenever my students see or hear something about the Heifer program outside of school, they are very eager share it with the class. We are finishing up our reading program and will be purchasing our animals, from money that the students have raised. I’m hoping this won’t be the last time they purchase an animal and make a difference in someone’s life.

For more information on implementing the Read to Feed program in you classroom (it is completely free of charge) visit: www.readtofeed.org or www.heifer.org 

