 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Advising & Registration Notes

UTM Wildlife Biology Tip Sheet

Pre-registration Process:

Enrolled students should pre-register for the next semester’s courses during the designated periods in April & November.  This should be done in the following manner:

Prior to the pre-registration period, the records office will distribute listings of available courses for the following semester.  These will be available as “newspapers” in dorms and the administration building, and via the internet.  To access courses via internet, from Banner (https://banweb.utm.edu/), click on “Class Schedule.”  

Use the course listings to construct a draft course schedule for the following semester.  Use a semester course planning form, downloadable from “http://www.utm.edu/~epelren/forms/weeksch.pdf”, to avoid course conflicts.  

Next, consult the table on the course listings that specifies the date and time after which you are allowed to register (this is based on number of hours completed), then sign up for a meeting with your advisor (most will have sign-up sheets on their doors) before your pre-registration time.  Do not approach, call, or e-mail your advisor and say that you need your advisor hold lifted!  The hold is there to ensure that you are advised before you register; your advisor will remove the hold after you have reviewed your proposed schedule and reached an agreement.  

Register by “Banner” (https://banweb.utm.edu/) as soon as possible after your designated registration time.  Do not deviate from the schedule agreed upon by your advisor.  If you are unable to keep to the agreement due to course closures or conflicts, meet with your advisor again to confirm an alternative!

Pay your tuition and fees!  If this is not done by the Friday before the next semester’s courses, your registration will be purged from the system, and you will have to register again (this time, with fewer course sections open).  Even students on full scholarships, or with grants or loans, must go through the fee payment process to avoid being purged.  

Academic Planning Tips:

Keep a checksheet on file with the courses that you have taken and those remaining to take, to help you in planning your schedule.  You may download a checksheet for the catalog under which you are graduating from Dr. Pelren’s homepage:   http://www/utm.edu/~epelren/epelren.shtml.  

If you’re graduating under the 2000-2001 catalog or later, you can run a CAPP compliance report whenever you like to verify courses taken and still required for graduation.  Access CAPP through Banner (see address above).  

Strongly consider filling out a “4-year” course planning form (http://www.utm.edu/~epelren/forms/4yrplan.pdf) around the beginning of your junior year.  This is important because many upper division courses are only offered on a limited basis; therefore, careful planning will minimize the number of semesters necessary for you to graduate.  Dr. Pelren can help with this process; just ask!  

Try out Dr. Pelren’s “GPA Calculator.”  Plug in the grades you have received, and tinker with potential upcoming grades, to set goals and estimate your final cumulative GPA.  Access the program here: “http://www.htm.edu/~epelren/forms/GPACalc.xls”.  

Don’t forget those final graduation requirements:

- Take ETS Academic Profile Test: Semester before graduation

- Senior Field Test (exit exam): Semester of graduation

- File an application for a degree with Records Office: Semester before graduation (when you pre-register)

- File for senior standing with Records Office: After completion of 90 hours (probably at latest the semester before you graduate)


(specify the catalog that you wish to graduate under at this time).

- If you’re shooting for grad school, take the GRE the semester before you graduate.  See Grad School Tip Sheet for more info.  

- If you’re considering employment with the state of Tennessee, fill out an application for employment available from the TN Dept. of Personnel within 6 weeks of graduation.  If applying for a Wildlife Officer or Environmental Specialist position, take the civil service exam for the position(s) you’re interested in. 

Some of the following Elective Courses may be especially useful for your resume & experience (pre-reqs are in parentheses):


Agriculture 441 (3)
Interpretation of Agricultural Research (Math 160 or 210)


Biology 418 (3)

Limnology (Biol 110-120, Chem 121-122)


English 325 (3)

Technical Communication (Eng 111, 112)


Geography 280 (3)
Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (Soph/consent)


Geography 360 (3)
Geographic Information Systems: Development & Applications (Jr; Geog 280/consent)


Geography 364 (3)
Introduction to Remote Sensing (Jr; Geog 201/consent)


Geology 440 (3)

Geohydrology (Mat 140; Geol 111, Chem 121)


Wildlife Biology 220 (3)
Wildlife Damage Management 


Wildlife Biology 320 (1)
White-tailed Deer


Wildlife Biology 441 (3)
Forensic Techniques in Wildlife Biology


Zoology 322 (3)

Herpetology (Biol 120)


Zoology 440 (4)

General Parasitology (Biol 110-120)


Zoology 443 (3)

Animal Behavior (Biol 331)

Considering a Minor?  Following are course requirements for several Minor programs that compliment Wildlife Biology.  

   Communications (Comm 100, 200 or 210, 230, 250, + 9 hours UD Communications courses)

   Computer Science (2 courses from CS 221, 222, 226, 230, 250, and 260, + 12 additional CS hours, 9 of which are UD)

   Criminal Justice (CJ 200, 210, + 12 hours UD Criminal Justice Courses )

   Entrepreneurship (Accounting 300 or 201-202, Management 305, Management 306, Marketing 302, + 6 hours technical electives)

   Geography (Geog 151, 152, 201, 202, + 9 UD Geog hours, excluding Geog 351, 352, & 451).  

   Political Science (Pol Sci 210, 220, + 12 hours UD Pol Sci (only 3 of which can be from Pol Sci 400, 410, 420, or 467)).  

   Statistics (Math 210, 251, 252, 461, + 9 hours from Math 365, 455, 462, or 465)

What else can you do to better compete for a future job in wildlife?  Consider the following:

$ 
Join The Wildlife Society, at as many levels as you can afford (see Dr. Pelren or TWS website for membership form):

$ 

UTM Student Chapter: annual dues $10

$ 

Tennessee Chapter: annual dues $5 (1 newsletter/year)

$ 

Southeastern Section: annual dues $6 (3 newsletters/year)




Subtotal = $21/year

$ 

National Organization: annual dues $29 (6 newsletters/year)




Total = $50/year

$ 

Subscribe to the Wildlife Society Bulletin for an additional $23/year for 6 issues.  Total for subscription plus full membership = $83/year.  

$ 
Go to at least 1 professional development activity per year.  Options include:

$ 

The Wildlife Society National Conference (September)

$ 

Southeastern Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies Annual Conference (~ November)

$ 

Tennessee Chapter of The Wildlife Society Annual Conference (March)

$ 

TWS Southeastern Section Annual Student Conclave (~ March)

$ 
Get internships!  At least 1, but 2 or 3 if possible.  See our Department’s job board links:  



http://www.utm.edu/departments/agr/agnatres/jobboard/nrmlinks.htm.  

$ 
Keep your resume current.  Update it every semester so you don’t forget what you’ve done.  Don’t use a “wizard.”  

$ 
Identify gaps in your knowledge, and work to fill them.  For example:

$ 

Don’t know how to drive a manual transmission?  Or a boat?  Or a 4-wheeler...?  Get a friend to teach you.  

$ 

Never shot a gun?  Take the Tennessee Hunter’s Safety Course.  Then sign up to help teach it!

$ 

Don’t know how to use a Global Positioning System?  Borrow the UTM Wildlife Society’s, and teach yourself!

$ 

Hate getting in front of crowds?  Join the local Toastmasters chapter.  Bring a friend.  

$ 

Are you poor at interviewing?  Sign up for the NRM mock interviews.  Every semester until they tell you to stop.

$ 

Nervous about getting hurt in the outdoors?  Take the local Red Cross First Aid/CPR & Lifesaving courses.  

$ 
Upon graduation, consider applying for TWS Certification as an Associate Wildlife Biologist.  



Download a course checksheet for TWS Certification here:  http://www.utm.edu/~epelren/forms/TWS-Cert.pdf


Go to the TWS Certification homepage here:  http://www.wildlife.org/professional/certification.htm.  

Following are scheduled offerings of some courses relevant to the Wildlife Biology Concentration:

	Course
	Fa 03
	Sp 04
	Fa 04
	Sp 05
	Fa 05
	Sp 06
	Fa 06
	Sp 07
	Fa 07
	Sp 08

	Ag ET 220:  Ag Engineering Technology
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	

	Biology 412:  Wildlife Biology Seminar I
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	

	Biology 413:  Wildlife Biology Seminar II
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	Biology 418:  Limnology
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	

	Botany 303:  Plant Taxonomy
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	Botany 431:  Plant Ecology
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	

	Chemistry 310, 319:  Organic/Biochem.
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	

	NRM 210:  Mediating Environmental Conflict
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	

	Plant Science 341:  Dendrology & Forest Ecology
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	

	Soil Science 315:  Soil & Water Conservation
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	Soil Science 430:  Wetland Science
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	Wildlife Bio 250:  Principles of Wildlife Bio.
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	Wildlife Bio 350:  Wildlife Manage. Techniques
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	

	Wildlife Bio 450:  Wildlife Habitat Management
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	Zoology 319:  Mammalogy
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	

	Zoology 320:  Ichthyology
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	Zoology 321:  Ornithology
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	Zoology 322:  Herpetology
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	Zoology 441, 442:  Animal Ecology
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	x

	Zoology 443:  Animal Behavior
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	


Biology 418, Limnology: Every odd-year fall
Wildlife Biology 330, Wildlife Biopolitics: Every odd-year spring


Zoology 322, Herpetology: Every even-year fall


Zoology 443, Animal Behavior: Every odd-year spring
