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I.  COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE 
   
 Special Education 300/500 
 Exceptional Child 
 
II. SEMESTER CREDIT HOURS 
   
 3 semester hours/ 45 clock hours 
 
III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
   

An introductory course designed to pr
education. Principles, characteristics, 
and instructional strategies related to t
exceptionalities. 

 
IV. RATIONALE 
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endorsement or degree sequence, the c
topics that will be addressed in greater
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learning styles. The faculty also view technology as an integral component of the 
teacher preparation program and believe pre-service teachers should know how to 
enhance learning through the use of a wide variety of materials including human 
and technological resources. Therefore, imbedded and intertwined among 
components of the conceptual framework are the commitments to diverse 
learners and the use of technology as an additional communication tool to 
enhance student learning. The following are the three primary components to the 
Conceptual Framework that serve as a knowledge base for the UTM Teacher 
Education Program in producing Teachers as Facilitators of Learning: 

  
  A. Reflective Practitioner 

B. Pedagogical Skills 
C. Professional and Ethical Behavior 

 
 
VI. OBJECTIVES/GOALS 
 

Cognitive Objectives: 
(Numbers identify the literature base listed under references.) 

 
The student will: 
1. increase awareness of the legal requirements for providing special education and 

related services as stipulated in legislation and regulations. (Conceptual 
Framework B, D, I) (39, 72, 73, 79, 94) (State Matrix-IID) 

2. synthesize major trends in services for individuals with exceptionalities, including 
increased participation in normalization and integration, the role of litigation in 
shaping special education services, the growing focus on cultural pluralism in 
special education. (Conceptual Framework A, B, E) (3, 5, 33, 39, 44, 47, 84, 94) 
(State Matrix-IIC; Professional-IF) 

3. increase awareness of the psychological and behavioral characteristics of 
exceptionalities, including mildly, moderately, and severely handicapping 
conditions, and gifted and talented. (Conceptual Framework B, C, D, E, F) (6, 7, 
16, 17, 18, 29, 59, 62, 74, 85, 86, 89, 94) (State Matrix-IA, IB, IC, IE, IIA; 
Professional-IIA) 

4. identify the major approaches utilized in educating persons with various 
exceptionalities (Conceptual Framework A, B, C, D, E, G, I) (18, 19, 21, 34, 39, 
41, 43, 52, 54, 67, 69, 73) (State Matrix– IIF, IIH, IIM; Professional– IIC, IIF, 
IIG) 

5. sequence the steps in the special education pre-referral, referral, eligibility, 
placement, and programming process, with a focus on the role of assessment. 
(Conceptual Framework A, C, E, F, G, I) (39, 59, 91, 94) (State Matrix– IA, IB, 
IC, IE; Professional-IIG) 

6. recognize the importance of parental involvement in a student’s education and 
development. (Conceptual Framework C, E, F, G, I) (22, 25, 26, 30, 44, 57, 68, 
76, 82) (State Matrix-IIE, IIF, VIA; Professional-IIH, III, IIIB) 

7. examine the newest trends in special education services, including the use of 
microcomputers and other technical aids, early intervention, transition, and 



collaboration/consultation. (Conceptual Framework A, C, E, F, G, H) (24, 38, 39, 
49, 51, 52, 54, 56, 63, 88) (State Matrix-IID, IIE, IIM; Professional-IF, IIF, IIH)  

 
Affective Objectives: 
 

The student will: 
1.  recognize the rights of individuals with exceptionalities as full members of 

society. (Conceptual Framework C, E, G, I) (4, 32,39, 44, 59, 65, 71, 73) (State 
Matrix– IID, IIF, VIA; Professional– IF, III, IIIB) 

2. affirm the concept of least restrictive environment and the necessity of integrating 
students with a variety of educational strengths and needs. (Conceptual 
Framework C, E, G, I) (13, 28, 39, 43, 79, 92) (State Matrix– IIC, IID, VIA; 
Professional– IF) 

3. develop effective teacher/student/parent communication skills. (Conceptual 
Framework C, G, I) (20, 22, 23, 44, 47, 52, 78, 82, 83) (State Matrix-IIE, IIF, 
VIA; Professional-IF, IIH, III, IIIB) 

   
VII. COURSE CONTENT/ACTIVITIES 
 

A. Introduction to special education as focusing on exceptional learning 
needs. 

B. Identifying risk factors in the area of development and the need for early 
intervention. 

C. Understanding the child with exceptionalities in the school, home, and 
culture. 

D. Discussion of the state and federal legislation and litigation relating to 
special education, with emphasis on P.L. 94-142 (EHA) and changes 
brought about by P.L. 101-476 (IDEA). 

E. Examination of areas of exceptionalities: gifted and talented, learning 
disabilities, attention deficit disorder, emotional and behavioral disorders, 
communication disorders, hearing impairments, visual impairments, 
physical and other health impairments, traumatic brain injury, mental 
retardation, and autism. 

F. Demonstration of knowledge of the special education procedural sequence 
of pre-referral/referral, assessment, eligibility, programming by following 
a hypothetical student through the process, highlighting the team concept 
involving parents, teachers, counselors, administrators, etc. 

G. Discussion of the movement from exclusion to inclusion for students with 
disabilities and an understanding of the roles different individuals play in a 
student’s education, communicating and cooperating. 

H. Examination of the newest trends in special education services: early 
intervention, assistive and adaptive technology, transition, 
collaboration/consulting, co-teaching, multicultural issues in special 
education.  

 
 
 



VIII. EVALUATION PROCEDURES 
 

A. Exams: there will be a mid-term and final exam at the assigned time.  If you 
must take the exam at a different time, you must get prior permission. 

 
B. Annotated Bibliography: Each student will complete an annotated 

bibliography with at least 10 peer reviewed journal article reviews on one 
topic of your choice. Some suggested topics include: inclusion, early 
childhood special education, parent involvement, classroom management. The 
reference for each article should be in APA format, 5th Edition. Each 
annotation should be 3-5 sentences (or 50-100 words) with NO personal 
opinions. WEB sites, newspapers, book reviews, and magazine articles are 
NOT journal articles! If an article does not have an author, do not use it. The 
first page of each article must be included with the bibliography. NOTE: 
There is no excuse for not having references in APA format. The UTM 
Bookstore sells the Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
Association, 5th edition, and the LRC has two copies on reserve. An example 
of the assignment may be found on blackboard. This must be submitted via 
digital dropbox in WORD or RTF format for the purpose of increasing your 
computer technology skills. Hard copies will not be accepted. 

 
C. Collaborative Teaching Unit: Each student will participate in a collaborative 

teaching lesson. Each group will present/teach a chapter from the text to the 
class. The required length of the total lesson will be 30 minutes (NO MORE)- 
that’s about 10 minutes per person. Each person will responsible for his/her 
part, and grades will be given for each individual’s work according to the 
following: 

1. Outline for your part of the presentation (I will need a copy at the time 
of the presentation, so if you need a copy, make two) (10 points) (each 
person in  the  group) 

2. Handouts (individual) (10 points) (1 person in the group) 
3. Overheads or Other Media– make sure they are large enough to see. 

(size 20 font). If you are going to need a TV/VCR or the C.O.W., you 
are responsible for reserving it in the LCR. (10 points) (1 person in the 
group) 

4. Reference Page– Each student must turn in any reference citations 
you used to gather information for you presentation. (APA format!) If 
you use the text, reference it in APA format. (10 points) (each person 
in  the  group) 

5. Overall Presentation- (eye contact, organization, delivery) (60points) 
 

  
 
 
 
 



D. In-class Activies: Quizzes/Case Studies/etc.– used to check understanding 
 
Grading 

Exams  2@100ea 200    
Grading:  
 A = 93%-100 % 
 B. =  83%-  92 % 
 C =  73%-  82 % 
 D =   63%-  72 % 

  F =  Below 63 %  

Bibliography   100 
Teaching Unit   100 
In-class Activities/Quizzes 100 
Attendance                              200 
    700 
Graduate Research Paper 100 
    800 
 
Graduate Students will meet with the professor to discuss the additional required research 
paper: expanding the annotated bibliography into a paper. 
 
Attendance is mandatory. Much of what is learned takes place within the class. Please 
note that points for attendance are part of your grade. You may make up missed quizzes 
during regular office hours within one week of the missed class. See attendance Policy for 
details. 
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Any student eligible for and requesting academic accommodations due to a 
disability is requested to provide a letter of accommodation from PACE or 
Student Academic Support Center within the first two weeks of the semester. 
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