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What: Extreme Spring Break 2006: Students Rebuilding Louisiana  

• Orientation Features 
o MSU: Tour of Cameron Parish 
o SLU: NY Times Photojournalist Ozier Muhammad 

• Build w/Habitat for Humanity in hurricane-affected areas 
(Calcasieu, Covington, & Hammond) 

• Red Cross Disaster Training 
 
When:  April 19-23, 2006 
   
Where:  McNeese State University, Lake Charles 

• Housing: Henning Family Life Center (Sulphur) 
   Southeastern Louisiana University, Hammond 

• Housing: SLU Cardinal Newman Dormitory 
 
Who: 100 Students, faculty, & staff from all 8 ULS universities: 

• Grambling State University 
• Louisiana Tech University 
• McNeese State University 
• Nicholls State University 
• Northwestern State University 
• Southeastern Louisiana University 
• University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
• University of Louisiana at Monroe 

   
Costs: $40 participation fee ($20 w/out housing) 

• Included $15 fee for Habitat for Humanity insurance, 
housing, meals, transportation, and materials  

 
Major Partners: Habitat for Humanity, the American Red Cross, Louisiana 

Campus Compact, The New York Times, and Wal-Mart 
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LAGNIAPPE 

 

• Idea initiated by ULS Student Board Member & McNeese SGA President Mallory Wall 
and adopted by the other ULS SGA Presidents, especially Paul Donaldson (SLU SGA) 

• Participants were housed in locations that served either as shelters during Hurricane 
Katrina (MSU) or housed relief workers immediately after (SLU) 

• Featured speaker for the SLU orientation, Photojournalist Ozier Muhammad, covered 
Hurricane Katrina for the New York Times 

• MSU orientation included McNeese President Robert Hebert, Lake Charles and Suphur 
mayors, and culminated in a tour of hurricane ravaged Cameron Parish  

• The New York Times partnership was based on the UL System’s involvement with 
AASCU’s American Democracy Project 

• Participants reflected about their experiences through journaling each night and 
completed a survey that gauged attitudes and experiences 

• Louisiana Campus Compact representatives led capstone discussions to review the 
lessons learned and chart ways to continue service and recovery efforts 

• On the final day (Sunday, April 23) participants went through the first of two courses on 
disaster training with the Red Cross.  They were encouraged to go back to their local 
communities and take the final course.  That way, they will be officially “disaster 
certified” and ready to react should another disaster occur. 

 

QUOTES FROM APPLICATIONS 

 

• “After seeing some of the damage first hand and having relatives who are residents of 
New Orleans (9th ward), I think it will be a great experience to have. Rebuilding homes 
of others and helping people we have never met to get back on their feet will be a great 
service, I definitely look forward to working!”    
                                                                   -Nicholls freshman majoring in psychology 

• “As a Hurricane Katrina survivor and native to this area, I would be very happy to be a 
part of helping rebuild my community and the surrounding areas.  I am very dedicated to 
helping the people who were affected by the devastation of the hurricanes.”  
                                                                    -Southeastern freshman majoring in English 

• “Helping those less fortunate than me is something I consider a virtue and a selfless 
activity.  In light of the economic and social devastation and the mass destruction of 
homes and buildings caused by the hurricanes, I’d be honored to give my time so that 
others and our state can once again thrive.”  
                                                         -UL Lafayette junior majoring in Communication 
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SELECT QUOTES FROM JOURNAL ENTRIES 

 

• “The Spring Break 2006 Experience was a much needed activity.  The experience 
provided insight as to the necessity for service-learning at our university and others.  The 
activity also amplified the need for cultural diversity training at schools within the 
system.  If these two activities – service learning and cultural diversity could be 
incorporated into the University of Louisiana System school’s curriculum our students 
would be the catalyst for change for the nation.” 

 
• “This experience has been a great one for me.  The project that we did will help or even 

change the lives of the families that will receive.  Being able to bond and fellowship with 
people that are different in personality and ideas was learning experience that I believe 
was much needed for a lot of us to grow as people.  The feeling that I got from knowing 
that something I did will help someone gives me a feeling that will be timeless and 
always present in my mind and heart.  After this project I truly believe service, especially 
community service, should be a staple in everyone’s life.  Thanks for the experience.” 

 
• “Today, we visited Cameron Parish and saw the devastation Rita left.  Holly Beach is 

GONE.  There is nothing there.  There’s still debris caught in trees and I’m reminded of 
scarecrows.  I always thought Lake Charles was bad, but Cameron doesn’t even compare.  
I’m looking forward to helping out tomorrow to help start the healing process.” 

 
• “It is pretty awesome to see people my age and from my generation organize and execute 

such an event.  This program made me understand that I have a duty and an obligation to 
the community in which I live.  Not necessarily the community in which I was born or 
the community that my visa says I belong to.  During the course of the day I realized that 
there was a bigger purpose for me being here.” 
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April 19, 2006 

 
 
Dear ULS Students, Faculty, and Staff: 
 

I would like to thank you for participating in “Extreme Spring 
Break 2006: Students Rebuilding Louisiana.”  Your willingness to join 
an alternative break is a sign of your deep commitment to rebuild and 
strengthen our state. The lessons we learned from Katrina and Rita will 
allow us to not only construct houses, but to also build the dream for a 
brighter tomorrow.  
 

All of us in Louisiana are grateful for your dedication and 
responsiveness to help the citizens of our state in this time of need. 
There is no greater responsibility and affirmation of the dignity of 
human life than service to society and humanity.  Through this unique 
opportunity for service and learning, it is my hope that you will also 
deepen your understanding of the need to promote humanitarian values. 
 

I congratulate you on taking the lead to make someone’s life 
better while also improving a community.   

 
    Sincerely, 
 

 
    Dr. Sally Clausen, President 
    University of Louisiana System 

 





 


