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from the

Chancellor
f you are looking for a great book to read this summer, let

me recommend The World is Flat by Thomas L. Friedman.
Now, I know that summer reading is usually something light
that you can enjoy at the pool or on the beach. Be warned
that The World is Flat is not light reading. It will scare you to
death and it is not even a murder mystery or a horror book.
It is about the dramatic change the world is now going
through as technology shrinks our world and, indeed, 
flattens it.

The subtitle of the book is “A Brief History of the Twenty-
First Century.” It is of particular interest to me because our
education system, both K-12 and higher education, is the
one factor that can either save us or ensure our failure in the
21st Century.

The basic premise of the book is that technology has allowed
very bright college graduates all over the world, particularly
Eastern Europe, China and India to become players in the
knowledge-based economy of the world. You don’t have to 
be a resident of New York, Boston, Los Angeles or Martin,
Tenn., to design software, airplanes, or do any number 
of things that were previously done in the U.S. Literally 
millions of bright young people can sit at their terminals 
in Bangalore, India; Shanghai, China; Moscow, Russia; 
and places in between and do their work and transmit it 
anywhere in the world. The world has become flat.

The “so what” of this situation is that the United States is
producing a declining number of American engineers and
scientists. U.S. companies and businesses led the way in
innovation during the 20th Century. It has been a hallmark
of our national identity. How do we make sure we don’t lose

this edge? Friedman believes strongly that a “Sputnik-type”
event is occurring. What can we do to rally this country’s
immense resources in the same way that President John
Kennedy challenged the nation in the early ’60s? He made
math and science education a national priority, and the
results landed us on the moon a decade later; and our 
space program became the envy of the world for the 
remainder of the century. Can we do it again? 

The seeds of national success are being planted in the 
elementary schools in every community, and those seeds
(students) must be nurtured, encouraged and motivated
throughout growth. At UT Martin we must continue that
growth in order to produce the next generation of teachers,
nurses, engineers, health-care professionals, agricultural and
business leaders, scientists and scholars. Our emphasis on
leadership opportunities will provide an added ingredient to
building future leaders for Tennessee and this country.

As I write this, I am reminded of the tremendous opportunity
and responsibility UT Martin has to ensure that the vitality
of the communities we serve is not only preserved, but pros-
pers in the new flat world. Our faculty members have been
successful this year in dramatically increasing our grants and
contracts with agencies and organizations that provide addi-
tional resources for important projects. Our alumni and
friends continue to be extremely generous with their time
and resources. With your continued help and support, I
believe UT Martin is up to the task of providing excellent
educational opportunities for our citizens. We very much
appreciate all of the support from others who believe that
this campus has an important and essential mission.

Chancellor Nick DunaganI

Visit the Chancellor’s Corner on the UT Martin Web
site (http://www.utm.edu/chancellorscorner_index.html)
and find out more about Chancellor Dunagan and 
UT Martin.

UT Martin is an Equal Opportunity Institution. The University of Tennessee at Martin does not discriminate on
the basis of race, gender, color, religion, national origin, age, disability or Vietnam veteran status in provision of
educational opportunities or employment opportunities and benefits. UT Martin does not discriminate on the
basis of gender or disability in the education programs and activities which it operates, pursuant to requirements
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as codified in 42 U.S.C. 2000D; Title IX of the Educational
Amendments of 1972, Public Law 92-318; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Public Law 93-112;
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Public Law 101-336; and the Age Discrimination in Employment
Act. This policy extends to both employment by and admission to the university. Inquiries concerning Title VI,
Title IX, Section 504, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the Age Discrimination in Employment Act
should be directed to the Office of Equity and Diversity, 240 Gooch Hall, UT Martin, Martin, TN 38238-5002,
731-587-7202. Charges of violation of the above policy also should be directed to the Equity and Diversity
Officer E05-0425-00-011-06 
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Dr. Neil Graves is convinced
that William Shakespeare

was playing games with
his readers.

In the writer’s 1609 collection of the 154 poems
known as the Sonnets, the longtime UT Martin English

professor has found what he believes are 154 lost texts imbedded
in the original works. His research began in the late 1970s, and since then, review of his
work has produced both believers and skeptics. Graves has fostered the discussion by taking
his work to the public, even finding an unlikely publishing ally in The Norris Bulletin, a
small East Tennessee newspaper.  

Graves’ interest in the Sonnets goes back to
1979 when he had returned to the UT Martin
faculty after completing his doctorate at the
University of Mississippi. He began examining
the Sonnets because of their riddle-like nature,
saw buried patterns, and exposed them during the next several years. “And it turns out that
every line in the Sonnets is recycled in another concurrent sequence of poems where the
line has a different meaning once you detect Will’s hidden patterns,” he said. 

Graves says that his findings, based partly on number systems, seem unlikely to some
scholars, despite the fact that such numerology systems were common in the Middle 
Ages and Renaissance. In 1984, he delivered his first paper on his discovery at a literary
conference in Mississippi. An illustrated front-page article by Richard Higgens about this
conference appearance followed in The Boston Globe, exposing his research to a larger 
audience. Since then, Graves has sought different venues to publish the Lost Sonnets, 
a task that has not been easy.

“You know, it’s an uphill battle because there’s so much material,” Graves said. “The project
is hard to demonstrate. It would almost take the decades of study that I’ve given it for

WasShakespeare
Hiding

By Bud Grimes

Every line in the Sonnets is 
recycled in another, concurrent
sequence of poems.

Something?



somebody to see everything that I see. So,
in a way, I’m isolated as a kind of uniquely
specialized expert in the buried game-
playing elements in the Sonnets.”

Graves calls the hidden works “runes,” 
an Old English word for “mysterious
writing.” He can only speculate why
Shakespeare created these riddles, but
possible reasons include the absence of
free speech and the need to communicate
secretly about personal material. Another
explanation may lie in the long tradition
of private writings within the literate
guilds of Shakespeare’s day. 

Also, “I think it’s a kind of one-upmanship.
The challenging difficulty of the project
makes us see the Sonnets now as Will’s
magnum opus,” Graves said. Regardless of
the reason, Graves found a way to unlock
messages possibly intended for a select
audience. 

In simple terms, Graves reconstructs the
runes by reading “across” 11 sequential
blocks, each housing 14 visible Sonnets.
He pastes up the 154 sonnet-length texts
and then edits them, just as other editors
do to make Shakespeare’s known Sonnets
readable. He also paraphrases the runes
since, like the Sonnets, some are hard to
follow. “Each paraphrase shows that the
hidden poem conveys meaning and wit,”
he said. 

Graves’ findings are compelling. To the
average reader, he clearly demonstrates
that the runes exist within the Sonnets.
For those who still doubt, Graves applies
some basic logic that is hard to debate.
“They (the Lost Sonnets) are artifacts.
They make sense,” he said. “Either I 
made them up or Shakespeare wrote
them, and it’s much more likely that 
he did than I did.”

Eric Paquette (UTK ’94) is among the
believers in Graves’ work. Paquette is 
editor of The Norris Bulletin, a weekly
newspaper published since 1948 for
Norris and Anderson County, Tenn.,
readers. Starting in July 2001, the paper
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“I’m isolated as a kind of uniquely specialized expert in
the buried game-playing elements in the Sonnets.”

continued on next page
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became the first medium anywhere to
publish all of the Lost Sonnets, complet-
ing the series in November 2004. Graves
credits Paquette as his “first publisher” 
of these texts.

Paquette said in an e-mail interview that
he first learned about the Lost Sonnets
from a May 19, 2001, article written by
Bartholomew Sullivan, a reporter for The
Commercial Appeal in Memphis. “I was
staggered by the implications of new
work suddenly available by one of the
greatest poets and playwrights ever to
grace the English language,” he wrote. 
“It was a discovery that would rewrite 
the literature textbooks and demand a 
re-evaluation of the life of The Bard.” 

Despite seeing the story in a major news-
paper, Paquette was surprised that Graves’
work received so little media attention. In
his view, existing news coverage “seemed
more light-hearted than serious, more
tongue-in-cheek than intelligent.” So, he
offered Graves the opportunity to publish
the Lost Sonnets in The Norris Bulletin,
and to Paquette’s surprise, he accepted.

“A lot of people, at first, didn't realize
that we were actually publishing brand
new works by Shakespeare, never before
seen anywhere, at any time,” he wrote.
“They thought I was running some sort
of retrospective on his work. When they
realized what was actually occurring, 
most were amazed that a little newspaper
from a small town could be so honored
(as was I).”

Graves appreciates what Paquette and The
Norris Bulletin did to provide a published
record of this research. He knows,
though, that he has more work to do in
gaining academic-world acceptance. “My
argument is that if I can demonstrate that
this buried system works, then indirectly
I’m showing that the original 1609 order
of the visible Sonnets––which is much in
dispute––is authorized,” he said.

“Essentially the Sonnet cycle is a big
game, and that also irritates some modern

If the Sonnets are laid out sequentially,
the first lines of each of the 14 poems on
a page form another Sonnet. Same with
the second lines and so on. The 1609
publication of the Sonnets in a small-book
(or quarto) format obscured this implicit
arrangement and, thus, hid the runes from
public view until now.

Above is Graves’ recomposed paste-up 
of rune 1, comprised of the first lines of
Sonnets 1-14. The first letters of the last
four lines spell out AVON. Shakespeare
was born in Stratford-on-Avon.
(All set arrangements and recomposed 
texts published here are copyrighted 
and reprinted by permission.)

o



critics and scholars who don’t like
to see lyric poetry reduced, as they
would see it, to mere game,” he
added.

Still another factor against Graves’
research is the vested interest in the
Sonnets held by these same peer
reviewers and scholars. “ … It’s very
threatening to have to go back and
rethink, maybe the author’s been
pulling my leg all this time, and
I’ve been basically misconstruing this
by not seeing
what Graves says
he’s found.”   

Graves admits
that his work
with the Lost
Sonnets has put
his reputation
on the line. His
findings are part
of the scholarly
record, since the
Clemson University Shakespeare
journal Upstart Crow published two
full essays on his findings in 1995
and 1997. But the prestigious
Shakespeare Quarterly has rejected
articles on the topic. He hopes that
his work is eventually taken seriously,
maybe by another generation of
readers. 

“He’s an incredible man, deserving
of far more attention than he has
received,” Paquette wrote. “History

will vindicate his work. The academic
world, always slow to react, will
catch up to him one of these days.” 

Until then, Graves is pleased that
the Lost Sonnets are now in the
public record in The Norris
Bulletin. The complete Lost
Sonnets collection can also be
found at Graves’ Web site
http://www.utm.edu/staff/ngraves/.
He will continue work on this Web
site, plans a limited-edition hard-

copy collection,
and hopes that
future scholars
take up the
research. 

And, he’s still
looking for that
“expert reader” 
to validate his
work publicly. 

In summarizing
his career-long

association with the Sonnets,
Graves quoted 18th century Swiss
educator Johann Pestalozzi, who
said, “What nobody seeks is seldom
found.” Neil Graves sought and
found what others did not see.
Only time will tell if the literary
world accepts this potentially
extraordinary gift.  
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82
But let your love even with my life decay
And live no more to shame nor me nor you,               
Consumed with that which it was nourished by,
Too base of thee to be rememberèd.
Save what is had, or must from you be took,
Spending again what is already spent
To take a new acquaintance of thy mind.
And arts with thy sweet graces gracèd be–
No praise to thee, but what in thee doth live,
He of tall building and of goodly pride–
When all the breathers of this world are dead,
In true plain words by thy true-telling friend           
(When others would give life and bring a tomb)   
Making his style admirèd everywhere.

82. He of Tall Building

When I die, just let your love for me die
so that it no longer lives to shame either of us,
consumed with the physical life that once 

nourished it,
a thing too worthless for you to think about further.
Hold onto what you have at that point, or you 

will lose it,
reinvesting what you once spent on our love
in an effort to renew an acquaintance with 

your intellect.
Thereafter the arts will be visited and enriched by

your most pleasant attributes–
no thanks to yourself, but to what thrives eternally

under the influence of your spirit,
an ambitious builder, a man of strong pride–
even after all the talkers die off, and in fact until 

the end of time,
with the straightforward words of your always-

forthright friend
(being unlike those of others who offer you 

memorial tributes that are as empty as tombs)
having qualities of style that are, and will be, 

universally admired.

“Essentially the Sonnet
cycle is a big game, and
that also irritates some
modern critics and
scholars who don’t like
to see lyric poetry
reduced, as they would
see it, to mere game.” 

Below is the 82nd Rune, created from the twelfth lines
of each of Shakespeare’s Sonnets 71-84. The first block
is the actual lines lifted from the Sonnets. The second
block is an edited version of those same lines and the
third block is a paraphrase, bringing the phrases into
language we use today.
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Shakespeare’s Rune 82
Twelfth lines, Set VI: Sonnets 71-84
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Pat Head Summitt couldn’t 
pass up the opportunity to do a little 
coaching. The legendary coach of the UT
Lady Vols basketball team used her time
as speaker for UT Martin’s spring com-
mencement to share personal memories
with the graduating class and to offer
some coaching advice for success. 

Speaking on the basketball court that
bears her name, she told the graduating
class that she sat in their seats 31 years
ago. Summitt, a UT Martin graduate,
spoke of few regrets and admitted to having
some fun while an undergraduate student.
Walking the commencement stage in the
style of a head coach, she urged the gradu-
ating seniors to do one thing she did not
do when she finished college.

“I wish I would have said to all the won-
derful faculty, the staff, the administrators,
the great coaches that I had, … ‘Thank
you for really caring about me, for making
a difference in my life, for teaching me
valuable life skills, much like my parents
taught me.’” 

Summitt also credited her friends with
shaping her college experience. 

“I really believe somehow that your 
college friends become the best friends 

and your lifelong friends,” she said. “I
cherish the times with all of those people,
and I will tell you that they, too, helped
me. They gave me an awful lot of confi-
dence. They
also told me
that I could 
do and be
whatever I
wanted to be.”

Looking to the future, the all-time win-
ningest coach in NCAA basketball history
told the graduating class to strive for the
best in all they do.  “I would encourage
you to set high goals,” she said. “A lot of
people don’t set high goals, because along
with that comes the 
responsibility of reaching those
goals.”

Another key to success,
Summitt said, is to work with
great passion. “When you grow
up on a dairy farm, cows don’t
take a day off, so we never had
a day off,” she recalled.  “But
let me tell you, within that
environment, I learned that 
you can outwork people. So
when you get your job, and you
go to work, don’t let anyone 
outwork you.” 

She spoke again of personal 
relationships and their importance
in successful living.  “As a coach of
31 years, there’s not a piece of
hardware that we’ve won that means
as much as any one individual that
I’ve had the chance to coach and
teach and become friends with,” she
said. “Cherish your friendships.”

Never straying far her coaching
theme, Summitt added, “There is 
a winner inside of each of you.  …
You’ve got to find your passion,
and when you find your passion,
just like my passion is coaching,
don’t ever let go of it. Hang on 
to it.”

As she closed, Summitt told the
audience, “You are in control of
your life,” and she mentioned four
things that a person can control:

attitude, how
hard you
work, how
you treat other
people and
how you treat 
yourself. 

“Some people focus on getting 
the best life has to give,” Summitt
said. “I challenge you, each of you,
to give life your very best.”

“There’s not a piece of hardware
that we’ve won that means as
much as any one individual ...”

By Bud Grimes
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By Bud Grimes

Brandon Rowland (‘04)
is someone to admire.

He graduated from UT Martin
magna cum laude with a bachelor’s
degree in political science, is pursuing
a master’s degree in business and is
aiming toward a career in sales. He’s
also a successful athlete in basketball
and golf. 

But, it’s not these accomplishments
that distinguish Brandon from others:
it’s his attitude and love for life. A 
blood disorder caused both legs to be amputated 

below the knees, but instead of setting limits, 
he turned this disability into a lifelong 

advantage. Today, he competes with 
a nationally known wheelchair 

basketball team and is a regular  
on the National Amputee Golf 

Association tour.  

Born and raised in Jackson, Tenn.,
Brandon was diagnosed at age 6 
with disseminated intravascular
coagulation or DIC. The disease
causes abnormal blood clotting 
and is so serious that doctors
referred to the disease then as
“death is coming.” Following 19
days in intensive care at LeBonheur
Children’s Hospital in Memphis,
the decision was made to amputate
his legs to save his life. 

Photo courtesy of Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.
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It’s a time that’s still painful to recall
for his parents, Mary Pat and Jim.
But, after seeing their son suffer terribly
with the disease, the surgery offered
hope. “When they told us that they
were going to amputate his legs to
save his life, we were relieved he was
going to live,” Jim recalled.  

As Brandon sees it, losing his legs at 
a young age was a blessing in disguise
in that he’s never known anything else.
Sports quickly became his passion,
offering both the opportunities to
compete and to connect with other
kids. He gives his parents credit for
“letting me do pretty much anything I
wanted to try.” Brandon played base-
ball, basketball, soccer, tennis and golf,
all with able-bodied children. Sports
for the disabled did not enter his life
until his senior year in high school. 

Allowing Brandon to try things was
not always easy for him or his family.
Sometimes his feelings were hurt if he
didn't succeed, but that did not hap-
pen often, he recalled. Competing
against able-bodied kids made him a
better athlete, he said. “Everybody ...
knew that I was good enough to be
there, and nobody ever cut me any
slack for anything,” he said with 
obvious pride.

“I’m extremely competitive,” he said.
“I just love to compete and love to
win and have a good time doing it.”
He added, “We always realized that I
would never be an NBA basketball
player, and from time to time dad
would remind me to keep my mind
on my school work.” 

He did do well in his studies, graduated
from the University School of Jackson
and chose to attend UT Martin, con-
tinuing a family tradition. All of 
his family members are UT Martin
graduates: his sister, Amy Vinson
(‘02), is a teacher in Jackson; a second
sister, Sally, is a current student; his
mom (‘72), works for West Tennessee
Healthcare; and his father (‘71) is vice
president of business development 
for Forcum Lannom Contractors in
Dyersburg, Tenn. 

continued on next page

Brandon enjoys being around other people,
and life at the small campus provided the
comfort of seeing familiar people. “It (the
small campus) was also good for me,
because at the time, my prostheses were
kind of giving me some trouble and
Martin, and especially Dr. (Nick)
Dunagan, (bent) over backwards to make
sure that I got what I needed. ...”

Brandon’s association with the Pi Kappa
Alpha Fraternity opened many doors,
including the opportunity to stay involved
in sports. He coached the Pikes’ flag foot-
ball team to two consecutive titles and
earned a third title while coaching another
intramural team. His competitive nature
stood out to Gina McClure, a longtime
member of the campus recreation staff. 
She remembers his positive influence in 
the intramural program, despite having 
to “tone down” Brandon's enthusiasm in 
a few flag football games.  

“He’s as tough a competitor as I’ve ever
seen,” McClure said. “ ... He loved the
program and loved participating in the
program. He was good for our program.
Very good.” Brandon's successes earned
him a Skyhawk Spirit Award and Most
Athletic Pike two years in a row. 

Outside coaching intramural sports, people
knew about Brandon's love for basketball
and golf. He considers wheelchair basket-
ball, which he started playing at age 18, 
as his most successful sports endeavor. 

He plays for the 10-member Jackson
Generals wheelchair basketball team, 
which has won two Division III National
Championships. A February tournament 
in Bloomington, Ill., earned him his most
recent honor –– a place on the all-tourna-
ment team. He’s traveled literally all over
the country playing basketball, even trying
out for the U.S. Paralympics basketball
team in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Played in specially designed wheelchairs,
the game's demanding nature fits
Brandon's competitive personality. “It’s a
lot more intense and physical that what
you can imagine,” he said, adding that he
practices three or four hours once or twice
per week to stay in shape. 

“I just love to compete
and love to win and have
a good time doing it.” 

“He’s as tough a
competitor as I've
ever seen.”

Photo courtesy of Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.



Although Brandon excels in basketball,
golf is his passion. He participates in
the National Amputee Golf Association
and jokes that he plays golf a little too
much. His skill and enthusiasm for the
game have earned him some attention,
including a cover photo on the NAGA
Magazine from the national tourna-
ment last October in Las Vegas. 

NAGA tournaments begin in April and
are held weekly through the fall across
the U.S. He plays five to seven tourna-
ments, normally those held in the
South. To qualify for local tourna-
ments, the only requirement is that 
a participant must be an amputee. 

Last year, Brandon’s golf career reached
a peak when he played for the first time
in the invitation-only Robinson Cup
championship. The 12-member U.S.
team played the international team in a
Ryder Cup format. Although Brandon
said that he was shocked to be invited,
his abilities on the golf course tell
another story. He shoots around 80 on
a tough course, and he can drive the
ball 275 yards. Playing additional
rounds with his dad in the summers
keeps his game sharp. 

What’s the competition like? “Different
people take it in different ways,”
Brandon said. “I’m competitive, but I
like to smile and laugh and everything
at these type tournaments. It’s good to

be around other amputees and  ... learn
new things about how they deal with
parts of their game (related to their 
specific disabilities).” 

Many golfers, he said, use the tourna-
ments to learn about improved pros-
theses. “It’s especially good for new
amputees to come out there and see 75
(amputees) out playing golf. It's really
helpful for them, I would imagine.”

Although he has few physical problems,
Brandon does monitor his activity. He
doesn’t wear his legs when he plays bas-
ketball, but golf presents different chal-
lenges for avoiding injury. He’s careful
about abrasions and skin breakdown
with his artificial legs, especially in 
the summer heat. His precautions paid
off last year as he played an estimated
100 rounds of golf without any major
complications.

His athletic abilities often place him in
the spotlight, but Brandon doesn’t see
himself as a role model. He does like to
talk with new amputees about the
physical and emotional changes in their
lives, and his message is simple. “The
main thing is to have a positive out-
look,” he tells them. “Everybody knows
how a positive outlook on anything will
help you out.”

As for his own circumstances, he chooses
to live without regret. 

“I’m definitely happy, and I would be
dumb not to say that I wish I had legs,
but everything might have turned out
different,” he said. “I mean, there’s no
telling where the road may have led me
if I would have had legs. So I'm grate-
ful for the opportunities that have
come my way, and I understand that
most of them were the result of my 
disability. I definitely don't dwell on it.

“The only reason I’ve ever wanted my
legs, I just want to see how fast I could
have run. That’s all I ever wanted to
do," he said as he laughed. 

Mary Pat believes that Brandon’s com-
petitive nature has made him who he is
today. “After all he’s been through,
probably the most amazing thing to me
is how much he loves life,” she said,
recalling that Brandon has faced more
than 20 surgeries, countless skin com-
plications, prosthesis problems and
more. “To know that he enjoys life
every day is awesome, I think.” 

Chances are, if you meet Brandon
Rowland, you won’t notice his disability.
What you will notice are his positive
attitude and can-do spirit. And, 
whatever you do, think twice about
challenging him to a game of golf. 
He’ll be hard to beat.
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His skill and enthusiasm
for the game have earned
him some attention,
including a cover photo on
the NAGA Magazine from
the national tournament
last October in Las Vegas. 

He shoots around 80 on a
tough course, and he can
drive the ball 275 yards.

UTM

Photo courtesy of Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.



SUMMER/FALL 2005 11

College campuses are inheriting a valuable resource –
the country’s youth – many of whom know volunteer
work as a lifestyle, not a bullet point on a resume.
They have grown up with a “service to others” bias through a
variety of philanthropic projects sponsored by their schools and
other youth agencies or nurtured by their parents. Even the “Me”
generation of the 1980s, labeled for so-called narcissistic views, is
now the “We” generation as they raise children of their own, who
likely will join the ranks of volunteers.

Some might think it’s easy to point out what is wrong with today’s youth – it’s
almost a rite of passage into middle age – but, according to a recent survey, it’s
really easier to cite what’s right. Today’s youth are engaged and ready.

While the majority of teens surveyed by USA Weekend in the fall 2004, do not 
feel pressured to volunteer, 35 percent do so, up to 39 hours a year. And, more
importantly, almost all think they will volunteer as adults.

That bent to serve others is one of the very best characteristics colleges and 
universities can encourage as they prepare the next generation to become educated,
well-rounded and compassionate individuals.

Service and “good works” at the University of Tennessee at Martin are as varied as
the students who pursue them. Athletic teams, residence hall divisions, academic
departments, Greek organizations and a host of other student-driven groups amass
quite a record of donations and volunteer hours each year.

Here’s a sampling of service:

Office of Housing philanthropies – Residence hall participants conducted a toy
drive for LeBonheur Children’s Medical Center, Memphis; carried out a “Pop-A-
Top” fund campaign for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis; made
“Support Our Troops” contributions, created Valentines for area nursing homes,
collected Tsunami relief donations, participated in the “Great Strides” walk for
Cystic Fibrosis and donated to Ronald McDonald House Charities.

Greek Organizations - raised $140,000 and volunteered 22,000 hours to benefit
individual sorority and fraternity national and local philanthropies.

By Rita Mitchell

Service and “good works” at UT Martin are 
as varied as the students who pursue them.

continued



Academic Division service-learning projects:

• English 425, Advanced Grammar - Class
members participated in Fulton County
School District Reader Response Project.

• History 302, Introduction to Public History -
Class members assisted Carroll County
Historical Society in processing county
genealogical records.

• Communications 326, Principles of 
Public Relations - Students crafted public
relations campaigns for area non-profit
organizations.

• Management 710, Organizational Theory
and Design - Class teams sponsored a golf
tournament to benefit St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital; directed elementary
and high school students creating cards 
for nursing home residents and reading to
youngsters at the public library; collected
toys for LeBonheur Children’s Medical
Center; collected food for Memphis Mid-
South Food Bank, assisted the Big
Brothers and Big Sisters, YWCA, Carl
Perkins Center to Prevent Child Abuse
and Weakley County Habitat for
Humanity.

• Health and Human Performance 304,
Adaptive Physical Education - Students
assisted with Special Olympics.

• Psychology 355, Abnormal Child Psychology -
Class members assisted special-needs 
children and youth in area school districts,
Boys and Girls Club, Pathways and local
hospitals.

• English 112, English Composition -
Students volunteered at the Habitat for
Humanity home construction site, Martin
Primary School and pursued recycling.
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It’s easy to give lip service to a “cause.” Sometimes, it’s even easy
to write a check. Giving time and energy is the tough part. Several
student groups at UT Martin are investing their time and energy
in a project that they think will make a difference.

The National Pan-Hellenic Council,
which includes the six African-American
Greek organizations at UT Martin,
“adopted” a neighborhood in Martin
during the fall semester and laid
groundwork for a future project. The
college students met with approximately
50 youths twice a month at McCabe
United Methodist Church. They pro-
vided an evening meal and fellowship
before Wednesday night Bible study.

During spring semester, the organizations’
members had a more important mission:
to tutor the students in grades 1-7 using
10 computers, printers and software
purchased by the sororities and fraterni-
ties with proceeds from the annual Step
Show staged in the fall. 

The Rev. Dr. Russell Morrow, pastor 
of the church, is quick to express appre-
ciation for the computers and, more
importantly, the quality time the UT
Martin students have offered. Morrow
said the UT Martin students’ tutoring
efforts fit well into an overall after-school
enrichment program the church sponsors.
The aim of the program is to assist par-
ents, churches, public schools and youth

service organizations to enhance the
quality of life of African-American youth.

“One of the reasons the Umoja After
School Enrichment Program was a suc-
cess here at McCabe United Methodist
Church this school year was because 
of the commitment of students from
various African-American Greek organi-
zations on UT Martin’s campus who
worked with our youth in the tutorial
and enrichment,” said Morrow.

“We certainly are looking forward to
working again with the students from
UT Martin this fall in reaching and
encouraging the youth in our community
to excel in their school work and their
ability to be critical thinkers in all areas
of their lives.”

Involvement by UT Martin students was
the brainchild of Lt. Darrell Simmons of
the UT Martin Department of Public
Safety and a UT Martin alumnus. “I 
am a member of McCabe and brought
the challenge to the NPHC,” said
Simmons. “They wholeheartedly took
the challenge.”  Simmons is adviser of
Kappa Alpha Psi, one of the fraternities

continued from previous page
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involved in the project. “If the NPHC and
other volunteers can enhance the academic
confidence of these young children, the
community’s future looks quite promising.”

“We want to have a direct effect, not just
give a check,” said Johnny Moore, of
Memphis, president of the UT Martin 
Pan-Hellenic Council, which governs UT
Martin African-American fraternities and
sororities. “We want our faces seen to show
them a better way and we want to be 
positive role models.”

Tutoring by the college students is being
offered to neighborhood children for an
hour a day three days a
week. The tutors play to
their strengths – assisting
with study in their particular
majors, ranging from busi-
ness and education to biolo-
gy and computer science.

“We tutor the students in
whatever subjects they need. This is for
neighborhood and church children,” said
Moore, a senior education major. Moore
was familiar with some of the students
because he was a student teacher at Martin
Primary and Middle schools. “We’re trying
to do our best to make an impact on the
minorities here in Martin.”

“From a male perspective, especially
African-American male, we want to groom
them in a way that will make them succeed
in society. We just want to mentor these
kids and let them know that we are here for
them,” said Mitchell Woods, of Memphis, 
a management major.

Della Rogers, of Memphis, a criminal justice
major, agrees with the purpose. “I think it’s
important for kids in the community to see
that they have young adults they can look
up to. They can look forward to college and
making good grades.”

On a recent day of tutoring, Lance
Amos of Selmer, a computer science
major, and Derek McCaster, of
Memphis, a biology major, took 
their turns tutoring. 

“It’s important for us to volunteer our
time to help these kids out to become
better people as they grow up in the
community,” said Amos. 

McCaster cited “giving back to the 
college students’ ‘adopted community’”
as another reason the program is 
worthwhile.

But what do the school
children think? 

“I’m glad that they
come and spend time
with us,” said Reggie
Morrow, 13, who par-
ticipates in the program.
“They didn’t have to

do it. They chose to do it.” He added,
“I can learn a lot by what they tell us
about their experiences.” 

Jenus Hussey, 9, is already thinking
about college and likes getting a 
preview of what to expect. “They 
take some of their time. That’s a 
good thing.”

“I think it’s great,” said Jalessa Barnett,
11. “They tell us what’s right and
wrong . . . about sharing, how to spend
our money on things we need, not what
we want, and how to be confident.”
She added, “It’s helping me more in
school.”

Moore feels confident about the program’s
success. “It’s a fun experience for us.
We’re actually getting to have a positive
influence on their lives. That’s what we
strive to do – as an organization, as
Greeks – to serve the community in 
the best way we possibly can.”

We’re not just building a home, we’re 
building a community and that’s what is so
important. 

– Dr. John Schommer, organizing adviser of 
the UT Martin Habitat for Humanity chapter.

2005 marked the 10th anniver-
sary of Weakley County Habitat
for Humanity Inc., and the fifth
year for the UT Martin chapter
of the organization.

The year has seen the construction of a
home in Martin, the 11th by the Weakley
County group since 1995, and a push is
being made to raise $10,000 so a home
can be built in the name of the college
chapter.

“The Weakley County Chapter of
Habitat for Humanity will always hold 
a special place in my heart, “ said Lisa
Thompson, UT Martin chapter vice pres-
ident, who graduated in May. “It is a very
practical and easy way to help your fellow
man in need.” She added, “In my experi-
ence, once the students are aware of the
need, they are quick to respond ... The
project sells itself.” 

“We want to have a
direct effect, not
just give a check.”
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neighborhood
children for an
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“Lots of (UT Martin) students have
been working with us through various
groups,” said Schommer, associate pro-
fessor of mathematics. And, as with all
Habitat projects, the goal is to “put a
needy family in a decent home.”

“It wasn’t always easy getting up on
Saturday mornings, but I was always
glad when I went,” said Austin Hamm,
a senior engineering major from Ramer,
Tenn. “One of the best things about
going to the Habitat house was learning
to do things that we might not have an
opportunity to learn otherwise. At the
end of the day, you leave having gained
some practical knowledge and knowing
that you helped others in the process.”

For the current project, each Saturday
since October, a volunteer crew including
community residents, UT Martin stu-
dents, faculty and staff have shown up
to work. Under the direction of a paid
project coordinator, Mike Caudle, and
dependable community volunteers, the
softball, baseball and football teams,
health and human performance students,
leaders-in-residence, campus chapter of
the Society of Automotive Engineers,
pre-med students and a host of individ-
ual walk-ons have “sweat equity” in the
current house.

“Christian witness is a part of the
Habitat program – to build up that
spirit,” said Schommer. “It is so much
better than cutting a check. It’s touching
lives in a personal way.”

With the Martin house nearing 
completion, Schommer is enthusiastic
about the college volunteers. “The 
campus response has been terrific. The
student response, in particular, has been
truly impressive.”

Schommer praised Corey Stout, campus
Habitat chapter president. “He has been
unbelievable.” Schommer said Stout’s
commitment has been contagious.
“Other students know he’s going to 
be there.”

“It’s been terrific this year. It’s only
going to get better.” Schommer added.

UT Martin softball senior
Kristin Runyan walks up to the
batter’s box with insurmount-
able confidence. At 5-4,
Runyan is probably one of the
smallest shortstops in the Ohio
Valley Conference, but she is
one of the toughest in the
league.

Away from the field, Runyan is the
epitome of a student-athlete. She excels
in the classroom and goes out of her way
away to help others. She is not alone
when it comes to community service or
giving back to Martin and Weakley
County, a community that has adopted
her and numerous other athletes from
across the country and from around 
the world.

“It’s important for Martin and the
Weakley County community to meet
our student-athletes, and the various
community service projects that our
teams participate in are a great way for
this to happen,” said Donley Canary,
the Skyhawks’ fourth-year head softball
coach. 

Runyan and her softball teammates
helped the local Habitat for Humanity
chapter put down the decking in a
house being built close to campus.
About a dozen softball players showed
up to help with the project.

Members of the football team also
helped at the house with sheet rock
work and some heavy lifting, while
baseball players put in time on the
house before their spring season. 

Skyhawk football players spent one
morning at Martin Primary School
helping kindergarten students learn the
letter F. The players helped the young-
sters try on helmets and shoulder pads
and also talked with the children about
proper eating and resting habits and
how important it is to read and follow
rules.

Members of the men’s basketball team
visited Martin Primary this past year to
read to students, while members of the
women’s basketball team helped with
the annual Tennessee Soybean Festival
in Martin in early September.

Skyhawk basketball players weren’t the
only athletes reading to youngsters. The
Skyhawk baseball team has partnered
with the Margaret Perry Children’s
Center and reads to the children during
the fall semester. 

The Student Athlete Advisory Council,
made up of representatives from all 14
teams, hosted the annual Blood Drive
Battle against Murray State. This year’s
drive broke all previous blood donation
records.

For Runyan and all Skyhawk athletes,
community service is part of the overall
mission. The department of intercolle-
giate athletics mission statement defines
the goal. “The intercollegiate athletics
program exists to enhance the total col-
legiate experience for currently enrolled
students and generate interest in
Tennessee-Martin from various stake-
holders by developing: competitive
teams, academically successful student-
athletes, and staff and student-athletes
who are involved in the campus and
external community.”

STUDENT-ATHLETES IN SERVICESTUDENT-ATHLETES IN SERVICE
By Joe Lofaro

continued from previous page
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Sports Information

Former UT Martin women’s
basketball players Ester
Stubblefield Hubbard and
Fran Fedak McPherson, former
head football coach Fred
Pickard and baseball players
Greg King and Mike Fortune
will be inducted into the univer-
sity’s Hall of Fame during home-
coming activities, Oct. 8.

HUBBARD was on the first UT
Martin women’s basketball team
in 1969. She helped lead the
team to an 8-2 won-loss record.
In her three-year career, the
team posted a 44-13 record.

“I feel that she is among the best
defensive players to play at UT
Martin if not the best,” said
Nadine Gearin, Hubbard’s head
coach.

During the 1970-71 season,
Hubbard helped the then Lady
Pacers to a first-place finish in
the Tennessee College Women’s
Sports Federation (TCWSF)
District Tournament. She also
helped the Lady Pacers win the
TCWSF state tournament in the
1971-72 season and the AIAW
Region II tournament. Hubbard
participated in the first Division
of Girls and Women’s Sports
National Tournament in
Normal, Ill. She scored 301
career points as a Lady Pacer.

MCPHERSON played in 113
games over a four-year span
from 1980-84. She averaged 6.6
points per game, and netted 750
career points as a Lady Pacer.

She received the Bettye Giles
Award in 1983 for outstanding
athletic and academic ability,
and, during the 1984 season,

she served as the team captain.
McPherson played for head
coaches Anne Strusz and Karen
Lawler. She came to UT Martin
as a freshman from Murfrees-
boro Oakland High School
where she played for head coach
Mike Levi. She garnered all-dis-
trict, all-region and second team
All-Midstate honors for her high
school accomplishments.

PICKARD served as the Pacers’
head football coach from 1982-
85. He posted a 12-31-1 record
and a .284 winning percentage
in his three-year tenure as head
coach. After the 1981 season,
several members of the football
team approached athletic director
Ray Mears on Pickard’s behalf. 

In his first season as head coach,
Pickard’s team went 5-6, the
best mark for the Pacers in three
years. The team opened the 
season 4-1, the best start for a
Pacer football team since the
1967 team.

Pickard, a native of Columbia,
Tenn., came to UT Martin in
1975 as a linebacker coach
under George MacIntyre. He
served seven years as an assis-
tant. He also served as defensive
coordinator and offensive backs
coach.

KING played baseball for coach
Vernon Prather for two years
(1990 and 91), and he served as
a student assistant baseball coach
for the 1992 season.

He was named to the West All-
Gulf South Conference team in
1990 and in 1991, and he
earned Gulf South Conference
All-Academic honors. King led

the Pacers in games played, at
bats, runs, hits, doubles, triples
and RBI. He was second on the
team in home runs and slugging
percentage. He was named team
captain in 1991 and led the
team in games played, runs, hits
and batting average. He is tied
for fourth for highest batting
average (.394) in the school’s
career records.

FORTUNE played baseball for
head coach Jim Swope during
the 1971 and 1972 seasons. As 
a junior, Fortune hit .315 and
helped UT Martin to a 30-15
won-loss record and the West
Division Volunteer State Athletic
Conference championship. UT
Martin advanced to the NCAA
Mid-East Regional in Ohio. 

Fortune, UT Martin’s catcher,
was one of four seniors on the
1972 team that opened the sea-
son with an 8-1 start. The team
finished the year with a 22-11
record and a second-place finish
in the East Division of the Gulf
South Conference. The team
also advanced to the national
playoffs. 

Five to be Inducted into the UT Martin Athletic Hall of Fame

For accurate, up-to-date sports information, go to 

www.utmsports.com
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The job of an alumni director is to
stroll with people down memory

lane. This might be one of those trips that
touch us all. Do you remember those squirrels in the Quad?
Come on and admit it, they were pretty neat to see running
around above our heads, occasionally dropping a hickory
nut near us, letting us know they were watching us.  

Now what does this have to do with alumni relations? One
of the top questions people ask me is if we still have a
“squirrel epidemic” on campus. Every person has a story to
tell. Apparently back in the early 1970s, a male student did
the unmentionable to one of our campus critters and had it
staked to a tree. In the 1980s, drawings appeared in The
Pacer, depicting an overabundance of squirrels.Well, we still
have the squirrels in the Quad and, yes, they still drop a few
hickory nuts on us! But, I believe this is a testament to a
tradition our university has in keeping the center of our
campus “preserved” for all generations.

Preserving this university for all generations also means
becoming involved. After all, you are already a stakeholder
in our institution as an alum, donor or both. Why would
you not want to see your alma mater grow and enhance the
impact it has on Tennessee and the region?  My motto is
“Connect, Reflect, and Collect.” Connecting with alumni
and friends has become more easily done with the advent of
computers and email. However, an old fashioned phone call
still means a lot. Some of the communications you will
receive from UT Martin include this magazine, monthly
electronic newsletters, bulletins from your college and an
occasional phone call from your alumni director!  Reflecting
takes place when you receive information that gives you
pause and reason to think back to your days of campus life.
Many times, you can not help but smile as you recall those

Alumni Relations

The Real Deal

great memories. Then we begin to Collect. Donations of
time, talent and financial means are included in this stage.
Send us quality students, become involved in your local
UTNAA chapter, visit local high schools to talk about UT
Martin and make a contribution to your favorite program
here on campus. You put the “U” in UT Martin by becom-
ing a spokesperson for our cause, our mission and our pro-
gram. You do make the difference. Use the enclosed enve-
lope to show your support. And, while you’re at it, go ahead
and update your alumni information and send us names of
students we need to contact to attend UT Martin. 

As I close, I want to invite you back to Homecoming 2005 …
Carnicus Returnicus, as we embark on remembering the
1960s and welcome back our UT Martin Branch alumni.
More information pertaining to Homecoming can be 
found in the center of this issue or on our Web site at
www.utmforever.com. And don’t forget to come out and
visit the squirrels at Quad City!

Enclosed in this issue of Campus Scene is a pre-addressed envelope for you to use
to make a gift. You may also use it to update your alumni record and send names
of potential students. Your stamp is a gift to the university, as well. Please give us
your feedback about what you would like to see in the alumni magazine in future
issues. Complete and send in the short survey found on the alumni Web site at
www.utmforever.com.  

A Day in the Life of a UT Martin Squirrel

The new UT Martin tradition,
the Senior Send-off party
and Grand Finale, gave 
seniors the chance to make
lasting memories and ...

...to go to
graduation
rehearsal, 

as well!

UTM



This year, the
Black Alumni
Association and
the Alumni
Office co-spon-
sored events in

January

and April, focusing on involving African-
American alumni in getting to know their
university better. In Memphis, more
than 300 alumni attended this event,
promoting university relations with
alumni. April 30, the first Old

School/New
School Step Show
and Reunion was
held on campus.
Four alumni step
groups and several
student groups
participated in the
event to raise more
than $10,000 for

African-American scholarships. A reunion of members of the UT Martin Collegiate
Choir will be held at Homecoming. More information can be obtained by calling
731-881-7610 or by logging on www.utmforever.com and clicking on reunions.

Travel
The Office of Alumni Relations has added
another benefit for alumni and friends:
travel opportunities. Are you in need of a
vacation? Your Alumni Relations Office can
help! Check out our new partner, University
Alumni Travel Benefits at www.utmfor-
ever.com. Indulge a daydream – search
the online database for “Off-Season &
Short-Notice” rental specials or call 1-888-
729-3842 and talk to a vacation guide
about great seasonal rates at thousands of
resorts. Then, make the daydream a reali-
ty: travel to wonderful destinations all over
the world, and save money, too! This is a
special service of your alumni office. 

Online community
The University of Tennessee recently pub-
lished its first Alumni Directory and is now
embarking on a new online community.
This is a free service to UT alumni around
the world and will enable you to search
for former classmates, cities, or specific
degree majors. Along with this service,
you will also be able to post your alumni
updates and pictures of your family. This
online community can be accessed by
going to www.utmforever.com and
clicking on the “Online Community” link.
This is a free service offered to all UT
alumni and is sponsored by the UT
National Alumni Association and your
Alumni Relations Office.

Black Alumni Association ReunionsNew Alumni Programs

After reading in the spring edition of Campus
Scene the open invitation to UT Martin alumni to
come back to campus for a personal tour, Martha
('50) and husband Lee Johnson (above) from
Kingston, Tenn., enjoyed reminiscing the days of
UTJC and learning about today's campus life.

UT Martin has announced the award recipients for this year’s Outstanding Young
Alumni, Outstanding Alumni and the Chancellor’s Award for University Service,
to be awarded at the Alumni Dinner and Awards Program during Homecoming week.
“All three of these individuals reflect the essence of what great alumni and friends should
be,” said Alumni Director Charley Deal.

The award winners are: Outstanding Young Alumni, Mike Revelle, Jackson, Tenn.;
Outstanding Alumni, Larry Alexander, Martin, Tenn.; Chancellor’s Award for University
Service, Ray Smith, Camden, Tenn.

They will be formally recognized on Oct. 7, during the awards program at Homecoming
2005. Read about the award recipients and their comments made at the awards program 
in the next issue of Campus Scene.
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Name to appear on nametag: 

______________________________________________________

Class of ______

Spouse/Guest(s) (Please indicate UT Martin class beside the
name, if applicable.)

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Please indicate functions you will be attending:
o Alumni Dinner and Awards Banquet

number of guests _____  x  $15 =  $________
o Letter winners Breakfast/Hall of Fame

number of guests _____  x    $9 =  $________
o Chancellor’s Brunch

number of guests _____   (free)
o Football Game general admission tickets

number of guests _____  x  $5 =  $________
Other activities are open and free except for the NPHC Show.
Tickets can be purchased at the door the night of the show.

TOTAL $___________

Please complete and return by Oct. 1, 2005, along with the total amount of money due to the Alumni Office. 

Registration Form



Friday, October 7, 2005
3:15PM Rope Pull Championships

Free and open to the public,
located near Pacer Pond and
the Tennis House

6:00PM Alumni Dinner and Awards
Program
$15 per person and is open
to any alum; held in Alumni
Gym in the Student Life
Center

8:30PM Pyramid Building and Pep
Rally
Free and open to the public;
held on Pat Head Summitt
Court in the Elam Center

Saturday, October 8, 2005
7:30AM Letter Winners Breakfast

and Athletic Hall of Fame
Induction
$9 per person and open to
the public; held in the
Alumni Gym in the Student
Life Center

9:30AM Chancellor’s Brunch
Free and open to all alumni
and special guests, hosted
by Chancellor Nick Dunagan
and his wife Cathy; held at
the Chancellor’s Residence

10:30AM Quad City Opens
Live music featuring “1964
The Tribute” on the Pepsi
Stage 

A complete schedule of Homecoming can be found on the UT Martin alumni Web site at www.utmforever.com or by calling 731-881-7610. 

Special reunion tents for the
following groups:
Housing
College of Agriculture and

Natural Sciences
Information Technology

Services (the group for-
mally known as Computer
Center)

Residence Life and
Department of 

Housing
UT Martin Athletics
UT Martin Branch Alumni
1970s decade Alumni
College of Education and

Behavioral Sciences

Also, food will be available
for purchase at the main UT
Martin tent. 

And for the kids, we have:
• The UT Martin Family
KidZone, featuring four
blow-up amusement centers
and a magic show. Kids Zone is

sponsored by Allegro Marinade

• “The Farm” and the
College of Agriculture and
Applied Sciences presents
the second annual petting
farm featuring animals from
the ag teaching center.
• Reading Zone sponsored
by Student Teachers
Education Association

1:30PM Quad City Closes
2:00PM UT Martin Football vs.

Tennessee Tech University
Hardy Graham Stadium

5:00PM Organization Open House
Please contact your organi-
zation to get more informa-
tion

6:00PM UTMB Reunion and Alumni
Dance
Free and open to the public,
featuring the legendary band
“The Crickets”

8:00PM NPHC Greek Step Show
Skyhawk Fieldhouse

Sunday, October 9, 2005
10:00AM Stroll through the Quad

A self-guided walk through
the Quad for reflection

10:30AM Homecoming Brunch
Skyhawk Cafeteria, Boling
University Center; all you
can eat for $8.99

12:00PM UT Martin Collegiate Choir
Reunion
Watkins Auditorium, 
featuring members of past
Collegiate Choirs and a 
special presentation to Dr.
Harold Conner.

Be a part of history by purchasing a 2005 Homecoming t-shirt, “Carnicus Returnicus.” This
limited-edition t-shirt will never again be reproduced, so order yours today! T-shirts will cost $8.00 and
proceeds will go to offset the cost of homecoming activities. You can buy two for $15.00 or three for $20.00.
Orders must be made by Sept. 1, 2005, and must be completed online at www.utmforever.com/homecoming
or by calling 731-881-7610. 3X and above, please add $2 per shirt.
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from the division of 

University
Advancement

Director of Development
Jeanna Curtis Swafford

We alumni and development folks talk a lot about
alumni giving. We talk about the importance of

alumni giving to UT Martin’s rating in USNews & World
Report and how we need to increase our percentage because
we are below the national average. Not very exciting, is it?
Well, I’d like to share a story with you about alumni giving
that is exciting.

Around the time of Homecoming last year, I talked to Paul
Alexander (Communications, ‘80) who now lives in
Montgomery, Ala., about establishing a scholarship. Paul
was interested, but had a bigger idea in mind. He wanted to
get other alumni involved and fund an endowment. (Paul
happens to be in the higher education fund-raising business
as well.) An endowment is a fund in which only the income
is spent and the principal remains intact so that the scholar-
ship (or professorship, etc.) is permanent. The minimum
endowment level, however, is $25,000.

I admit, I was a little skeptical. To raise $25,000 without
one major gift can be difficult. But, Paul had a goal in
mind: to honor professor Dorotha Norton with this scholar-
ship as a surprise at the 2005 Communications Career Day
banquet.

I met with Dean Jerald Ogg and Department Chair Robert
Nanney and asked their advice on other communications
alums who would be interested in leading and supporting
this project. The Alumni Scholarship Committee included
Paul, Dave Parker (‘86), LeMoyne Robinson (’93), Kent
Landers (‘98), and Scottie Semler (2002). We contacted
other alums by email and phone. It was fun and people
were getting excited. By Christmas, we had about half of the

needed funds ($12,500) in gifts and pledges.

In February, we sent a letter to all communications alums
signed by the Scholarship Committee, who challenged oth-
ers to give. The letter began, “From Kenton, Tennessee …
in ice storms, deep snow, even when not feeling well, she
came. Many of her students had never heard anyone in their
own small towns speak with such precision or excitement
about communicating, nor show such consistent dedication.
She expected the same commitment from us. For those of
us who made the investment with her, we not only excelled
in her classes, we yet today see her instruction at work in
our lives. It is natural that professor Norton’s words come 
to mind when we speak. You and we are among thousands
of UT Martin students she has taught since 1966! In fact,
she has taught and influenced every communications stu-
dent (in addition to many others) since the inception of 
the program.”

On April 1, several members of the Scholarship Committee
returned for Communications Career Day. At the end of the
banquet, the committee announced that more than $26,000
had been raised in gifts and pledges to form this endow-
ment in honor of professor Norton. They presented Ms.
Norton with a plaque listing all her former students who
made gifts to the endowment. And, I think she truly was
surprised.

Don’t wait to be asked; let us know what kind of project
would motivate you to get involved. This experience told
me that if you get people excited about a project, the sky’s
the limit! Of the alums who gave to the Norton
Scholarship, more than 60 percent were first-time donors to
UT Martin.

You may honor the professor who impacted you the most,
support your academic department or give to the designa-
tion of your choice by returning the envelope enclosed in
this issue of Campus Scene (328 Administration Building,
Martin, TN 38238; 731-881-7620). It would help our per-
centage of alumni giving, but more importantly, it would
help our faculty and academic programs. 
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Let us know what you’re up to!
Please also use this form to update your address if it has changed.

Full Name (include maiden name, if applicable): ______________________________________________

Years Attended: ____________ through ________ School /College of: __________________________

Degree(s): ______________________________________ Major: __________________________

Home Address: ____________________________________ City/State/Zip: ______________________

Home Phone: ________________________________ Business Phone: __________________________

Occupation: ________________________________ Business Name or Employer: ________________

Business Address: __________________________________ City/State/Zip: ______________________

Your Email Address: __________________________________________________________________

Would you like your Email address published in Campus Scene?   Yes q No q

Full Name of spouse: __________________________________________________________________

Did your spouse attend UT Martin?   Yes q No q

Years Attended: ____________ through ________ School /College of: __________________________

Degree(s): ______________________________________ Major: __________________________

Occupation: ________________________________ Business Name of Employer: ________________

Business Address: ____________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________________

Spouse’s Email Address: ______________________________________________________________

Names and Ages of Children: ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Additional News (honors, promotions, etc.): ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

List your current hobbies: ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Would you consider taking an active leadership role in UT Martin alumni activities?   Yes q No q

Would you like this information published in Campus Scene?   Yes q No q

If you know anyone who may be interested in UT Martin and is a high school junior or senior, please give us his or

her name and address.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Enclose a recent color headshot photo, if possible.
No low-resolution digital photos, please! Photographs cannot be returned to you. Every
effort will be made to use all color headshots submitted. However, space considerations
and/or photo quality may prevent us from using submitted photos in some instances.

Fill out, clip and return this form to: 
Office of Alumni Relations

University of Tennessee at Martin
Martin, TN 38238
alumni@utm.edu
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Together, let’s
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Gulledge Receives
Tennessee
Distinguished
Higher Education
Award 
Dr. Brenda Gulledge, UT Martin
chair of the Department of
Educational Studies, recently 
was named recipient of a
Tennessee Education Association
Distinguished Educator Award.
The presentation was made at
TEA’s annual awards luncheon 
in Nashville. The Tennessee Book
Company co-sponsors the awards.
At the ceremony, Gullege reflected
“that in order to teach, one must
also learn that the culture of
teaching is such that change and 
a constant need to learn must
always be present. My summers
and weekends often are spent in
attending or presenting at confer-
ences, workshops or staff develop-
ment sessions to update and
improve my skills as a teacher. No
matter how effective I am, there is
something else to learn.” 

Dr. Daniel McDonough, assistant director of UT Martin
Honors Programs recently was appointed director.
McDonough, professor of history, succeeds Dr. William
Zachry, who resigned the post in May. McDonough joined
UT Martin in 1992 and became Honors Programs assistant
director in 1997.

“I am delighted Dr. McDonough has agreed to provide leader-
ship for this outstanding program,” said Dr. Tom Rakes, provost and vice chancellor for
academic affairs. “He has the experience and a true interest in our honors students.” He
added, “Dr. McDonough brings to the role a commitment to honors students and the
experience necessary to move the program forward.”

“The late Ernie Blythe and Bill Zachry have built one of the finest honors programs in
the Southern region,” said McDonough. “I hope to continue their efforts, as we prepare
our future leaders to face the challenges of the 21st Century.”

News BriefsBriefs

UT Martin graduate Elizabeth
Craig, of Franklin, was one of
75 students nationwide to
receive the Congress-Bundestag
Youth Exchange Scholarship
for Young Professionals for
2005-2006. The award is a
one-year grant, funded by the
Bureau of Educational and

Cultural Affairs of the
Department of State. The pro-
gram consists of two months of
intensive German language
instruction, four months of
study at a German University
of Applied Sciences and a five-
month internship in the recipi-
ent’s career field. Scholarship

recipients live with German
host families. The grant covers
airfare, local transportation,
language/study expenses, health
and accident insurance, com-
pensation for the host family
and other related expenses.

Student One of 75 in Nation to Receive Scholarship

Accreditation Extended
for Business Programs 
The College of Business and Public Affairs
has achieved reaffirmation of accreditation
for its bachelor’s and master’s degree pro-
grams in business administration by the
recent actions of the Board of directors of
AACSB International – the Association to
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business.
UT Martin is one of only 452 institutions
worldwide to have achieved accreditation
by AACSB International.

Athletic Training
Accredited 
UT Martin’s Athletic Training Education
Program in the Department of Health and
Human Performance recently received ini-
tial accreditation from the Commission on
Accreditation of Allied Health Education
Programs (CAAHEP). “We’re the only
public university in West Tennessee and
only one of two public schools in the state
offering this program at the undergraduate
level,” said Janet Wilbert, program director
and instructor in health and human per-
formance (HHP) since 2000. 

McDonough Takes Helm of UT
Martin Honors Programs
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In return for the Wildlife Society’s
work, Tyson donates $2,000 annu-
ally to the organization. Pelren said
the students use the money to help
defray their costs at professional
meetings, so the benefits of the
relationship go beyond the 

opportunity to gain practical experience. 

Willis has already seen major results on the
first 20 acres, including a covey of quail,
bluebirds attracted to bluebird boxes, red-
winged blackbirds, and the presence of
other beneficial wildlife. There’s also little
or no soil erosion to be found.

“Where this idle land was initially a wasted
opportunity, in my mind, now we’ve got 
a great big area of wildlife habitat that’s
actually doing some good,” he said.  While
Tyson provides labor support, Willis is
quick to give credit to the students who do
everything from build and erect birdhouses
and predator perches to load large bags of
grass seed into planters.

“I hope they get something enjoyable out
of it,” he added. “The way I look at it, it
gives us an opportunity. Not only are we
using what we have here to facilitate the
education of these guys, but these are the
people (who) are going to be managing
wildlife populations all over the country 
for the next 40 years.” 

With that idea in mind, the depth 
and breadth of the impact caused by a 
30-acre habitat restoration project 
grows exponentially, he said.
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Planting grass seed and erecting bluebird
boxes on 30 acres sound a lot like work.
But for members of the UT Martin
Wildlife Society, these tasks are trans-
forming land on a Tyson Foods, Inc.,
complex in Union City, Tenn., into a
viable wildlife habitat.

The chapter is completing the second
year of a three-year contract with the
company to attract wildlife and limit 
erosion on the unused land. In return,
students gain valuable natural resources
management experience. So far, both
Tyson Foods and UT Martin are pleased
with the results.

Tyson’s Obion County Complex sits on
150 acres and includes a processing plant
with 450,000 square feet under roof and
a hatchery that produces approximately
650,000 chicks weekly. The facility’s
1,200 employees produce a combined 
4.5 million pounds of product each week,
primarily consisting of chicken nuggets
and breaded breast fillets exclusively for
McDonald’s. 

Given its core business, why was Tyson
Foods interested in attracting wildlife to 
a 30-acre strip of land? 

Enter Dyersburg native Kevin Willis
(’99), the Obion County Complex envi-
ronmental manager. The wildlife biology
graduate saw possibilities that others didn’t
see in the land that separates the Tyson
hatchery and its sprawling production
plant. He wanted to create a more diverse
habitat for wildlife and plants, and he
wanted UT Martin students to have 
some hands-on learning experiences. 

Willis first pitched the idea for his 
self-titled “back-40 project” to Tyson
management. To his surprise, the entire
plan was approved, so he next contacted
Dr. Eric Pelren, his former wildlife biology
professor. Pelren directed Willis in a
warm-season grass research project at
UT’s Milan Experiment Station while
Willis was a UT Martin student. He liked
the Tyson project and its objective to
transform idle land into viable wildlife
habitat. A three-year agreement followed
that called for the Wildlife Society students
to assist Tyson with the conversion to
native prairie 10 acres at a time.  

“The students learn from it. Tyson benefits
from it,” said Pelren of the relationship.
“They’ve (Tyson) received a lot of recogni-
tion among environmental groups and 
government agencies for their stewardship.”

Back-40 Project Helps Tyson Foods, UT Martin

Brad Bagwell (left), ‘05, a recent UT
Martin wildlife biology graduate from
Clarksville, Tenn., and Nathan Warden
(right), a senior wildlife biology major
from Chapel Hill, Tenn., examine grass
seed samples with Kevin Willis, the
Obion County Complex environmental
manager for Tyson Foods, Inc. The 
university’s Wildlife Society chapter is in
a three-year contract with the company to
attract wildlife and limit erosion on 30
acres of unused land that separate the
Tyson hatchery and its production plant.
In return, students gain valuable natural
resources management experience. The
project helped the organization to earn
2004 Southeastern Chapter of the Year. 

UTM
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Professor Named Science Educator of the Year

A UT Martin
professor was
selected by the
Tennessee 
Science Teacher
Association
(TSTA) as 2004
TSTA Science
Educator of the
Year.

Dr. Patricia
Hewitt, UT

Martin associate professor of science and
educational studies, received the award 
at the annual TSTA conference. 

“Dr. Hewitt has excelled in the area 
of environmental science,” said Glyn
Burton, TSTA president. 

“I’m honored,” said Hewitt. “I love
teaching science. I love sharing it with
my students.” 

Having taught elementary, middle school
and college students, Hewitt has a unique
perspective of science education. “There
are several things that I believe. First, we
have to encourage all students to believe
that they can be scientists. Second, they
need to know that everything they do
from day to day is related to science.” 
She added that people are intimidated 
by science. “Science is just fun. That’s
one of the things that I try to instill in
my students. I tell them, ‘You were born
a scientist because as a baby, you reached
out, touched things, tasted things and
played in the dirt. You made all these
observations.” She added, “You do sci-
ence everyday without thinking about it
being science.’”

Hewitt also values “real” experience. “I
believe in getting students in the field.”
For her students this involves environ-
mental activities. “I teach them how to
orienteer; to make observations. They 
do soil and water testing. They learn how
to identify trees. Even though I’m not a
scientist, per se, my field is science educa-
tion so my background is everything

from geology and paleontology to 
environmental biology.”

Working with pre-service teachers, a 
synopsis of Hewitt’s best moments teach-
ing includes “hands-on” activities. More
than once she has seen her college students
make a real-life connection between
something they have learned in a science
classroom and how that information can
be effectively passed on to their students
when they begin teaching. I see that a 
lot and that’s what makes it kind of 
exciting,” she said.

“What I like to do in all my teaching
classes is model. I try to teach all of my
hand-on activities in that style so that
they understand what a particular kind 
of lesson should look like in their own
classrooms.

“I have always loved teaching but there is
a big difference in teaching 25 third
graders and 25 pre-service teachers. With
the pre-service teachers, I can reach 25
times 25 students with that same mes-
sage. “You can do science.” She added,
“I’m hoping I make a difference.”

Hewitt received a bachelor’s degree from
Indiana University in 1975, a master’s
degree from Western Illinois University in
1989 and a doctorate from Indiana
University in 1993.  She has been a pro-
fessor at UT Martin in the Department
of Educational Studies since 1993.
Previously, she was an associate instructor
and research assistant at Indiana
University and an elementary/middle
school teacher in Illinois.

Hewitt has had a number of articles 
published and has facilitated more than 
a dozen presentations at the local and
national level. Recognition of Hewitt’s
efforts at UT Martin include the
Outstanding Educator Award in 2002
and 2003. She also received the Glenn
Gallien Education Faculty Award in 2001
and the UT National Alumni
Outstanding Teacher Award in 2000.

Dr. Thomas Rakes was appointed
provost at UT Martin Jan. 1. Dr.
Rakes will serve as the second ranking
administrative officer for the campus
and continue his role as vice chancellor
for academic affairs.

“As provost, Dr. Rakes will serve as the
university’s chief academic officer and
assume a prominent role in university
planning and assessment,” said UT
Martin Chancellor Nick Dunagan. “
In his expanded role, he will continue
to provide leadership involving matters
related to faculty, the quality of aca-
demic programs, research and scholar-
ship, as well as student academic life,
campus technology and elements relat-
ed to student learning and student aca-
demic support services.”

“I am honored to receive this appoint-
ment and I look forward to my
involvement in a variety of critical
campus operations,” said Rakes. 
“This appointment also reflects the
level of importance academics holds 
at UT Martin.” 

Rakes left the University of Louisiana
Monroe in May, 2002, to accept an
appointment as vice chancellor for aca-
demic affairs at UT Martin. 

During the past 30 months under his
leadership, UT Martin has seen an
increase in first-time freshman enroll-
ment by 18 percent, external grant and
contract activity has gone up by more
than 110 percent, the campus has

secured
funding
for a new
Governor’s
School in
Agriculture
and has
opened
Tennessee’s
only
Center of
Excellence
in
Agriculture.

Rakes Named Provost
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Five UT Martin professors were honored
with awards during the Honors Day
program for outstanding achievements
in scholarship, citizenship, teaching and
advising.

The recipients are:

• Dr. Nancy Warren, chair of the
Department of Nursing, Cunningham
Outstanding Teacher/Scholar Award.
The Cunningham Outstanding
Teacher/Scholar Award of $5,000 was
established in 1993 by James R.
Cunningham, who attended UT Junior
College in the 1930s. It is awarded
annually to a faculty member who 
has demonstrated strength in teaching
and made a contribution to the teach-
ing profession through scholarly activi-
ties, extracurricular achievements and
leadership responsibilities.

• Dr. Nell Gullett, professor of finance,
and Dorotha Norton, professor of
communications, UTNAA Outstanding
Teacher Award. Each year, the UTNAA
presents awards of $2,000 to faculty
members on each of the UT campuses
who have been selected as outstanding
teachers. Students, alumni and faculty
nominate outstanding teachers, who
then are evaluated on classroom 

performance, scholarship and
service.

• Dr. Ginny Esch, assistant
professor of education,
Outstanding Advisor Award.
The Outstanding Advisor
Award of $500 and a plaque is
presented to the faculty mem-
ber selected for demonstrating
a caring attitude toward
advisees, the ability to engage
in developmental advising and
other distinctive characteris-
tics. The recipient also is eligi-
ble for the national award competition
sponsored by the American College
Testing Program and the National
Academic Advising Association.

• Tomi Parrish, instructor of commu-
nications, Coffey Outstanding
Teaching Award. The Coffey
Outstanding Teaching award of $3,000
was established in 1998 by Mai and
Charlie Coffey and is awarded annually
to a faculty member who demonstrates
strength in teaching and contributes 
to the teaching profession through
extracurricular achievements, leadership
qualities and scholarly activities. 

UT Martin Faculty Members Claim Achievement Awards

Five UT Martin professors were honored during the
annual Honors Day program for outstanding
achievements in scholarship, citizenship, teaching
and advising. Award recipients pictured with Dr.
Nick Dunagan, chancellor, back row left, and Dr.
Thomas Rakes, provost and vice chancellor for aca-
demic affairs, back row right, are, Dr. Nancy
Warren, chair of the Department of Nursing, back
center, Cunningham Outstanding Teacher/Scholar
Award; front row, from left, Dr. Ginny Esch, assis-
tant professor of education, Outstanding Advisor
Award; Dr. Nell Gullett, professor of finance, and
Dorotha Norton, professor of communications,
University of Tennessee National Alumni Association
(UTNAA) Outstanding Teacher Award; and Tomi
Parrish, instructor of communications, Coffey
Outstanding Teaching Award.

Scholarfest Showcases Student Talent

UT Martin student, Elizabeth Rhenberg of Union City, right, 
participated in Scholarfest: A Celebration of Student Achievement.
The title of her poster was “Taphonomy and Depositional Setting
of Oncolites Associated with Stromatolites in Laguna Bacalar,
Mexico.” Scholarfest is a festival of student research and creative
presentations. Its purpose is to demonstrate the outstanding work
UT Martin students are doing in the academic programs, to
inspire other students’ efforts by providing models of student
achievement and to afford students an experience of public pres-
entation of their work. Rhenberg’s poster presentation was based
on work completed for a geology class. Pictured with her are,
from left, Jo Rhenberg, Union City; Audrey Lipsky, Bartlett; and
Sarah Roberts, Martin.

UT Martin showcased some of the
finest student talent at the first
Scholarfest: A Celebration of
Student Achievement, April 6-8.
All five colleges were represented.
The event was sponsored by
Honors Programs and the Division
of Academic Affairs.

Submissions from more than 85
students featured creative writing,
non-fiction papers and research
reports, poster presentations, fine
arts exhibits, demonstrations of
applied skills from the professional
degree programs, senior capstone
projects and University Scholars

senior projects. An
Interdisciplinary Student Writing
Conference was a centerpiece of
Scholarfest. 

The purpose of Scholarfest is to
demonstrate the outstanding work
UT Martin students are doing in
academic programs, to inspire
other students’ efforts by providing
models of student achievement
and to afford students an experi-
ence of public presentation of their
work. Undergraduate and gradu-
ate students from any academic
discipline on campus are invited to
participate. UTM

UTM



The Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC) hon-
ored a UT Martin faculty member and student April 14 in
Nashville for outstanding community service work. 

Emily Miller, a student from Memphis, and Dr. Timothy
Johnston, an associate professor in the university’s College of
Business and Public Affairs, received Love Community
Service Awards after being selected from a group of
Tennessee college and university nominees. 

Ten individuals, including five faculty/staff members and five
students, received the awards during a reception and program
at the Millennium Maxwell House. 

Awards go to individuals who excel in volunteer work and
community service activities. The Tennessee General
Assembly created the recognition programs for faculty, 
staff and students at public and private two- and four-year
post-secondary institutions in 1991. In 1993, the General
Assembly funded the program by presenting $1,000 cash
awards to future recipients. 

In 1996, THEC adopted a recommendation by its awards
task force to rename the awards for the late Tennessee 
Rep. Harold Love, who sponsored legislation to create 
the program. 

Miller, a senior Spanish major, is a former UT Martin soccer
player who is in remission for bone cancer. She overcame this
personal challenge to become a powerful advocate, volunteer
and fund-raiser for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Her story earned her one of three 2004 National Inspiration
Awards from the National Collegiate Athletic Association. 

Johnston has led efforts to make the Brian Brown Memorial
Greenway a reality for the city of Martin. The project was

the dream of Brian Brown, a UT Martin staff member who
was killed in a July 2000 bicycling accident. Members of the
university and Martin community would not allow Brown’s
dream to die, and through the efforts of Johnston and others,
private funds totaling $60,000 have been raised so far toward
greenway construction. Last March, Gov. Phil Bredesen
announced a $310,000 Tennessee Department of
Transportation grant to build the greenway.

Miller and Johnston bring the total to 20 UT Martin 
students, faculty and staff members recognized by the 
THEC community service awards programs. 

UT Martin Student, Faculty Member Honored for Community Service

Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affiars, Tom Rakes, Dr. Timothy
Johnston, associate professor in the university’s College of Business and Public
Affairs, Emily Miller, and Phil Dane, Director of Intercollegiate Athletics, attended
the THEC awards ceremony where Johnston and Miller received the Love
Community Service Awards.

Dr. Larry T. McGehee, UT Martin 
chancellor from 1971-79, recently
returned to campus for a reception.
McGehee signed his book, Southern
Seen: Meditations on Past and Present,
a collection of his newspaper columns

about people, places and events 
in the South. Pictured with

McGehee is Jenna
Wright, English

instructor.

UT Martin Recieves
TRIO Grant
Over the next five years, UT Martin will
receive a total of $1.1 million from the
U.S. Department of Education’s TRIO –
Student Support Services program initiative.
UT Martin and 16 other private and public
institutions in Tennessee are participating.
The purpose of the program is to increase
the number of first-generation and low-
income college students and college students
with disabilities who complete a program
of study at the postsecondary level of 
education. The services provided will
increase retention and graduation rates,
facilitate transfer from two-year to four-
year colleges and foster an institutional 
climate supportive of their success.20 CAMPUS SCENE
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Jimmy Wright was running a pool hall close to the UT
Martin campus in 1965 when head football coach Bob
Carroll asked him if he would sell concessions at UT 
Martin football and basketball games. And now, 39 years
later, Wright is retiring.

“It’s too much to do for an old man,” Wright said. “The
biggest challenge I faced was at times we had too many
things going on at the same time. I am not physically able 
to do this anymore.”

Wright will turn 73 years old on Aug. 15 and he said he
wants to do something, but for right now he’s enjoying his
free time, his wife Nellie’s companionship and playing golf.

Back in 1965, it was Wright and his wife working in the
concession stand. The couple’s first game was vs. Arkansas
State Sept. 20, and they grossed $213.50. Soft drinks and
popcorn were a dime each. Hot dogs were 25 cents. The 
couple grossed $1,091 during their first football season (four
home games).

Wright is affectionately called the “popcorn man” by many, 
but the irony was he didn’t have his own popcorn popper 
on campus until 1975. “Mr. (Cleo) Dawson owned a 

laundromat (City Dry Cleaners) downtown and he would
cook popcorn outside his business,” Wright said. “I would
buy my popcorn from him for a nickel a bag and sell it for 
a dime.”

In 1975, after a two-year absence from campus concessions,
Wright was asked if he would come back. He entered into an
agreement with the university. He would pay the university
25 percent of the gross.

“It’s been that way ever since,” Wright said.

For two years, 1973 and 1974, the campus’ food services
provider took care of the concessions.

A couple of years after Wright returned, a few things
changed. The university started hosting an annual rodeo.
Wright made $1,066 at that first rodeo. “We worked outside
in the rain,” Wright said. 

In 1981, the rodeo moved indoors to the Ned McWherter
Agricultural Complex. Wright still has the notes he made
during that inaugural indoor rodeo. “Very busy … make 300
hot dogs each night.”

Along with that annual rodeo, the ag pavilion, as Wright
calls it, became a regular venue. With events scheduled for
almost every weekend during the year, Wright had to hire
more people to handle the increase in business.

This past April, Wright said he grossed more than $11,000 
at the annual rodeo. “It was the biggest event we had,”
Wright said. 

Wright may have sold his last box of popcorn and worked 
his last rodeo, but chances are he will find something to do.
“I might sell cars or mow grass. I’ll find something to do,”
Wright said.

After 39 Years, the Popcorn Man Retires
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Cadet Patricia Hendry, of Somerville,
received the Pallas Athene award 
at the annual UT Martin ROTC
Awards Ceremony. Hendry is one
of two college students nationally
to receive this award. Lt. Col. Robert
DeYeso, professor of military sci-
ence, made the presentation. The
Pallas Athene award recognizes
outstanding women military science
IV cadets who are graduating in the
top 50 percent of their classes and
who have successfully completed
the ROTC Advance Camp or
Nursing Advance Camp. The win-
ner receives an award medallion, 
a cash prize of $300 and a three-
year associate membership in the
Woman’s Army Corps Veterans’
Association. 
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1950
Martha Bellamy Johnson (’50)
and her husband, William Lee
Johnson, are retired and live in
Kingsport, Tenn. They have 
two children: David Lee, 44; 
and Ellen Ruth, 42. E-mail:
wlj4513@chartertn.net

1952
Patricia Parker Thibeault (’52)
and her husband, Robert Thibeault,
are retired and live in Huntsville, Ala.
The have four children: James, 48;
Linda, 46; Kenny, 44; and Mary,
42. E-mail: greatmamma@
comcast.net

1954
Nell Coleman (’54) has retired
from operating a chain of dry
cleaners in Grand Prairie, Irving,
and Dallas, Texas. She is an active
and dedicated volunteer in Dallas
where she lives. Her husband, Glen
Coleman, is deceased. 

1956
William A. Brooke Jr. (’56) 
practiced general dentistry 
in Knoxville, Tenn., for 42 years.
He is retired and, with his wife,
Mary, enjoys gardening, church
and family activities, and disaster
relief with SBC. They have five
children: Barry, 44; Blair, 42;
David, 36; Marie, 34; and
Matthew, 31. E-mail:
buddydds@hotmail.com

1959
J. Douglas Chandler (’59) and 
his wife, Barbara, are still enjoying
retirement in Tullahoma, Tenn.
They have five children, 15 
grandchildren and 16 great-
grandchildren. E-mail:
doug7730@juno.com

1960
Turner O. Hailey (’60) is 
enjoying retirement with his wife,
Mauveline, in Spencer, Tenn.
Turner is a U.S. veteran, was
ordained a deacon for the Baptist
Church, and was awarded the
Distinguished Service Award from
Van Buren County Jaycees. He is
an active dealer and collector of
antique bottles and a member of
the Federation of Historical Bottle
Clubs. He and his wife have one
child: John Berry, 39. E-mail:
hcometstudio@webtv.net

1962
Johnny McConnell (’62) and
Nancy Faulkner McConnell live in
South Fulton, Tenn. Johnny farms
and raises cattle while Nancy enjoys
playing tennis and keeping their
grandchildren. All three of their
children, Ty, Nanette, and John,
graduated from UT Martin. They
have six grandchildren.

1963
Robert L. Hargis (’63) is a consult-
ing engineer for Hargis & Associates.
He lives in Knoxville, Tenn., with
his wife, Susie Cates Hargis (’63).
Robert earned a graduate degree at
Georgia Tech while Susan earned
her master’s at UT-Knoxville. They
compete in the Senior Olympics
and enjoy playing basketball and
tennis. They have two children: Brian
and Leigh, and six grandchildren.

1965
R.A. Moseman (’65) is self-
employed and is proprietor of
CCDP Enterprises, Inc. His wife,
Carolyn Askew Moseman (’64), 
is an elementary school guidance
counselor for Westerville City
Schools. They live in Dublin,
Ohio. They have two children:
Scott, 33; and Nina, 31. E-mail:
dmoseman@yahoo.com

1966
Jerry E. Carpenter (’66) is a
retired manager of the UT Martin
Bookstore where he received the
Outstanding Employee Award, 
and is currently coaching the UT
Martin golf team. He lives in
Martin, Tenn., with his wife, Linda.
They have two children: Dana, 32;
Scott, 25; and two grandchildren.
E-mail: jecgolf@utm.edu

Andrea Jonas Loughry (’66) is 
an executive management insurance
agent for Miller & Loughry
Insurance and Services Inc. She lives
with her husband, Ed Loughry Jr.,
in Murfreesboro, Tenn. They have
two children: E. Cannon Loughry
III, 32; and Lady Loughry
Hamilton, 28. E-mail:
andrea.loughry@millerloughry.com

Elwanda Edwards Murphy (’66)
is enjoying retirement with her
husband, Toney, in Union City,
Tenn. They have two children:
Anthony Joshua, 30; and Daniel
Shaunessey, 25. E-mail:
murp567@attglobal.net

1967
Ralph Barnett (’67), assistant com-
missioner for vocational and techni-
cal education for the Tennessee
Department of Education, received
one of six outstanding service
awards presented by the National
Association of Agricultural
Educators. He is a member of the
Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation
and is a past president of the
Tennessee FFA Alumni Association.
He and his wife, Melissa, have
three children and two grandchil-
dren. (from The Tennessean)  

Suzanne Meek Powers (‘67) is a
library media specialist at Union
City High School. She and her
husband, Burnie, live in Union
City, Tenn. They have three chil-
dren: Jon Ed, 32; Tripp, 30; and
Kelley, 26. E-mail: powers@k12tn.net

1968
Charles L. Brasher (’68) is an 
agricultural extension agent for the
Cooperative Extension Service. He
and his wife, Melanie, live in
Marianna, Fla. They have one child:
Alia, 31. E-mail: clBrasher@ifas.ufl.ede

1969
Steve Allison (’69) is retired and
lives with his wife, Ginny, in
Greenville, S.C. He enjoys golfing,
boating and photography in his
spare time. They have two children:
Kristen, 30; and Kelli, 28. E-mail
steveall@bellsouth.net

Jerry L. Morgan (’69) retired from
the position of defense contractor
for Northrop Grumman. He lives
in Leavenworth, Kan., with his
wife, Donna Morgan (’70), who 
is a homemaker. They have two
children: Chris, 31; and Greg, 29.
E-mail: jerr.morgan1@us.army.mil

1971
George Michael McKelvy (’71)
lives with his wife, Julianne, in
Fayetttville, Ga. George earned his
PhD. in science education from
Georgia State University and teaches
chemistry at Georgia Tech. He has
become internationally known for
work with WebCT and pre-labora-
tory information. He is also the
author of a laboratory manual that
is used nationwide. They have three
children: Michael Martin, 33;
Jennifer Erin, 18; and Lindsey
Nicole, 12. E-mail: mckelvyg@
bellsouth.net

1972
Dianne Frields Nanney (’72) lives
in Adams, Tenn., and is a physical
therapist for Gateway Medical
Center. Dianne enjoys working
with pulmonary rehabilitation and
as a Reach to Recovery volunteer.
She has one child: John, 23. 
E-mail: sas11852@msn.com

1973
Gordon Harper Gee (’73) is a 
senior product specialist/food 
technologist for the Department 
of Defense. He and his wife,
Kathleen, live in Newark, Del. 
E-mail: tenngee@aol.com

Jerry C. Stephenson (’73) is a
rural mail carrier for the U.S.
Postal Service. He was one of five
rural carriers in Tennessee selected
as  Rural Carrier Academy
Instructors, and he served as an
instructor for nine years. Jerry was
also elected president of the board
of trustees of West Kentucky Rural
Telephone and was the chair of the
Business and Technology
Committee for the National
Telephone Cooperative Association.
He lives with his wife, Kitty, in
Puryear, Tenn. They have three
children: Heath, 39; Matt, 26;
Heather, 23; and two grand- chil-
dren. E-mail: tnjerry@wk.net

1974
Col. Jim E. Davis (’74) retired
from the U.S. Marine Corps after
30 years of service and works for
Bayer as national warehousing and
distribution manager. He lives with
his wife, Gina, in Birmingham,
Ala. They have five children: Jackie,
36; Danielle, 28; Heather, 33;
Lynsey, 18; and Corey, 14. E-mail: 
jimmydavis1@bayercropscience.com



Tinkle, Station
Earn Honors

Paul Tinkle
(’76), president
of Thunderbolt
Broadcasting
Co., believes in
giving back to
the communi-
ty. His philoso-
phy is evident
when listening
to the compa-

ny’s radio stations, WCMT-AM/FM in
Martin and WCDZ-FM in Dresden. 

Now, the National Association of
Broadcasters has recognized Thunderbolt
Broadcasting’s commitment to commu-
nity service by awarding the company’s
AM station the coveted 2005 NAB
Crystal Radio Award. WCMT-AM
joined 10 stations from across the U.S.
receiving the honor in April at the NAB
Convention in Las Vegas, Nev. 

Since 1987, the NAB Crystal Radio
Awards have recognized radio stations
for their outstanding year-round com-
mitment to community service.  Award
winners were selected from a pool of 50
finalists. This marked the fifth time that
WCMT was a finalist for the award.
Tinkle credits his staff with the hundreds
of community service hours to the Ken-
Tenn area.

“The fact that our station is a five-time
finalist for this community service award
proves our staff continues to provide our
listeners with the best news, sports, pub-
lic service and community involvement
every day, every year,” Tinkle said. 

The Thunderbolt Broadcasting stations
are known for their commitment to local
news, live promotion of UT Martin and
community events, and special commu-
nity service features such as “Pet Patrol,”
an on-air service for listeners who have
lost pets. 

Closely following the station’s national
recognition, Tinkle was named Weakley
Countian of the Year by the Weakley
County Chamber of Commerce. The
award recognizes community service 
and support for area business and 
industry growth.

Tinkle has spent almost 35 years working
in the radio business. He has received
many other honors and recognitions
related to his radio career. He is also the
author of The Ready Book: A Compre-
hensive Guide to Organizing Your Life.
His wife, Diane (‘97), is a communica-
tions graduate, and his son, Jordan, is 
a current UT Martin student. 
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Connie Lewis Page (’74) is a
teacher for Memphis City Schools.
She is married John Thomas Page
(’72), who is a musician. They live
in Cordova, Tenn., and have two
children: Joseph, 23; and Mark, 21.
E-mail: pagec01@aol.com

1975
James David Earhart (’75) is
working in the sales department 
of Guardian Life Insurance Co. and
lives in Collierville, Tenn. He has
two children: Brad, 21; and Ben,
17. Email: j_david_earhart@
glic.com

Thomas R. Griffin (’75) obtained
his master’s in teaching in December

2004. He is now teaching seventh
and eighth grade at West Junior
High in Oakland, Tenn. 

Lewis Bond Kizer (’75) is an
optometrist for Kizer Family
Optometry. He is married to 
Jane Hayden Kizer (’75), who 
is a clinic manager for Kizer Family
Optometry. They have three chil-
dren: Hope, 27; Charity, 25; and
Lew, 23. E-mail: lewiskizer@
hotmail

1977
Richard S. Kirby (’77) is an insur-
ance agent for Reisert & Assoc. He
lives with his wife, Charlotte, in
LaGrange, Ky. They have two 
children: Nicole, 9; and Eric, 5. 
E-mail: tenscvols@peoplepc.com

Neely Joe Lankford (’77) is a high
school guidance counselor for the
Henry County School System. He
and his wife, Glenda, live in Paris,
Tenn. They have two children:
Michelle, 28; and John, 23. E-mail:
copelooney@yahoo.com

Paul Leenaarts (’77) is the manager
of global product support – aviation
tires for Goodyear Tire & Rubber
Co. He and his wife, Winnie, live
in Akron, Ohio. They have one
child: Jason, 29. E-mail: paulus-
petrua@aol.com

Fay S. Parham (’77) is the executive
director, institutional effectiveness,
planning, and research for Middle
Tennessee State University. She and
her husband, Gerald, live in
Murfreesboro, Tenn. They have 
one child: Jennifer, 25. E-mail:
fparham@mtsu.edu

Nancy Ann McLeary Stephenson
(’77) is an eligibility assistant for
the Madison County Department
of Human Services in Jackson,
Tenn. She and her husband,
Richard, live in Jackson. They 
have two children: Laura, 20; 
and Phillip, 14. E-mail:
nannstephenson@yahoo.com

1978
Marsha Lynett Miller (’78) is a
teacher for CADAS/Scholtz Center
and enjoys sewing in her free time.
She lives in East Ridge, Tenn. She
has two children: Gwen, 28; and
Jason, 26. E-mail: 
marsha.miller@cadas.org

William Irwin Strange (’78)
works in the sales department for
U.S. Screen Printing Institute and
lives in Mesa, Ariz. He has two
children: Leticia Susana, 23; and
Emmy Raquel, 18. E-mail:
bill@usscreen.com

1979
Debby Dorough (’79) is a technol-
ogy coordinator for Escambia
County School District and lives 
in Pensacola, Fla. Debby was a pre-
senter at the National Educational
Computing Conference and recently
was nominated for Disney’s Teacher
Awards. She has two children:
Angela, 22; and Melissa, 20. 
E-mail: dorough_d@popmail.
firn.edu

Denny Ray Smith (’79) is the
chief executive officer for Integrated
Occupational Health Services, Inc.
He lives with his wife, Karen, in
Birmingham, Ala. They have three
children: Lauren, 18; Hannah, 15;
Elly, 15. E-mail: dsmith@iohsinc

Scott Forrest Wilson (’79) is a
police officer in Memphis, Tenn.
Scott is a lieutenant and was
assigned to the Memphis Police
Academy. He and his wife, Donna,
live in Millington, Tenn., and have
four children: Bobbi Jo, 30; Audra
Elaine, 27; Ashley, 22; and Luke
Forrest, 20. E-mail: swilson@
memphispolice.org

1980
James Anthony Hartsfield (’80) is
the superintendent of schools for
Pemiscot County R-3 School
District. He is married to Shirley
Dennison Hartsfield (’81), who is
the director of Christian education
for the First Presbyterian Church.
They live in Caruthersville, Mo.,
and have three children: Erin Alise,
22; Ally Elizabeth, 15; and Ryce
Anthony, 12. E-mail:
anthony@r3k12.mo.us

Leslie Kay Shockey (’80) married
Leonadus Franklin Yancey II on
Feb. 28, 2005, in Las Vegas, Nev.
She is employed at Drexel Chemical
Co. in Memphis, Tenn. She is the
sister of Leigh A. Shockey (‘80),
who lives in Rossville, Tenn. 
E-mail: lesshock@aol.com 

1982
Bryan W. Bondurant (’82) owns
his own animal clinic, Critter
Clinic, where he is a veterinarian.
Bryan is an organizer of Sumner
County Bank and Trust in Gallatin,
Tenn., a member of the Gallatin
Morning Rotary Club, on the
Gallatin Chamber of Commerce
board, and has been on the UT
Alumni board of govenors two
times. He also teaches Sunday
school and is a deacon for First
Baptist Church in Hendersonville,
Tenn. He and his wife, Rebecca,
have two children: Natalie, 6; and
William, 3. E-mail:
docbcritter@aol.com

Robert D. Rial Jr. (’82) is the vice
president/loan officer for First
Federal Bank in Dickson, Tenn.,
where he also serves on the city
council. He represented Tennessee’s
8th Congressional District in the
Electoral College. Robert is married
to Joan Redmon Rial (’81). Joan 
is a preschool director for First
United Methodist Church. They
live in Dickson, Tenn., with their
two children: Daniel, 14; and
Rebecca, 11. E-mail:
bobrial@aol.com

Col. Richard M. Whitaker (’82) is
a military officer and attorney for
the Office of the Staff Judge
Advocate, 101st Airborne Division.
He and his wife, Barbara, live in
Clarksville, Tenn. Richard was 
promoted to full colonel in April
2004. They have three children:
Kimberlyn, 17; Lauren, 14; Jack,
12. E-mail: combatjag@aol.com
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General Assembly
Includes UT Martin Alums
Several UT Martin alumni and former 
students are serving in the Tennessee General
Assembly. More information about these elected
officials can be found at 
www.tennesseeanytime.org/government/elected.html.

SENATE

• John Wilder, Mason, lieutenant
governor and speaker of the senate,
Mason; attended the Martin and
Knoxville campuses; represents the
26th senatorial district in Chester,
Crockett, Fayette, Hardeman,
Hardin, Haywood, McNairy and
Wayne counties.

• Roy Herron, Dresden; 1975 UT
Martin graduate; represents the 24th
senatorial district in Benton,
Decatur, Henry, Henderson, Lake,
Obion, Perry, Stewart and Weakley
counties.

• Jim Tracy, Shelbyville; 1978 UT
Martin graduate; represents the 16th
senatorial district in Bedford, Moore
and Rutherford counties. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

• Chris Crider, Milan; 1997 UT
Martin graduate; represents the 
79th district in Carroll and Gibson
counties.

• Philip Pinion, Union City; 1975
UT Martin graduate; represents the
77th district in Dyer, Lake and
Obion counties.

• Randy Rinks, Savannah; attended
UT Martin; represents the 71st 
district in Hardin, McNairy and
Decatur counties. 

• David Shepard, Dickson; 1969 UT
Martin graduate; represents the 69th
district in Dickson and Hickman
counties. 

1983
Lisa Hooper Talley (’83) is a
homemaker and a two-star director
and founding consultant for
Southern Living at Home, the
home party division of Southern
Living magazine. She lives with her
husband, George, in Nashville,
Tenn. They have one child: George,
6. E-mail: lhtalley@bellsouth.net

Tracey Dianne Williams (’83) is
an intermediate executive director
for the Greater Illinois South
Region division of mental health
and department of human services.
She supervises mental health services
across 32 counties in Southern
Illinois, and two state hospitals.
She resides in Anna, Ill. E-mail:
tragor58@yahoo.com

1984
Luis Maldonado (‘84) is a high
tech exporter for Miami Computer
Tech and now resides in Miami,
Fla. He has one child: Ginie, 4. E-
mail miamicomputer1@yahoo.com

Randolph Steele Smith (’84) is the
director of the Sandy Creek Nature
Center. He received the Outstanding
Professional Award from the Georgia
Recreation and Parks Association,
Outdoor Section. He and his wife,
Caryn, live in Athens, Ga. They
have two children: Quentin, 7; and
Evan, 3. E-mail: r-csmith@
charter.net

1985
H. Blake McAnally (’85) recently
purchased and is the president of
Pugh, Wright and Assoc., Inc., a
civil engineering and land survey-
ing company. He and his wife,
Patty, live in Decatur, Ala. They
have two children: Cara, 20; and
Patrick, 16. E-mail:
blackem@pughwright.com

1986
Theresa Lynn Martin Hilliard
(’86) is a substitute teacher for the
McKenzie Board of Education. She
and her husband, Douglas, live in
McKenzie, Tenn., and have three
children: Amanda, 17; Danielle,
10; and Martin, 8. E-mail:
Hlanmower@wmconnect.com

Christopher Hugh Vance (’86) is 
a high school teacher and golf
coach. He and his wife, Cheryl, live
in Smithville, Tenn. They have two
children: Carly Frances, 2; and
Connor Hugh, 4 months. E-mail:
cvance2@dtccom.net

Richard Todd Williams (’86) is
the technology director for Marion
Community Unit School District
#2 and the junior varsity girls bas-
ketball coach at Anna Jr. High. He
and his wife, Marla, have one child:
Chloe, 11. E-mail: todd@midwest-
mail.com

1987
Teresa Taylor Fuqua (’87) is a
kindergarten teacher for the Gibson
County Special School District. She
is married to Michael Allen Fuqua
(’85), who is a branch manager for
Helena Chemical Co. They live in
Rutherford, Tenn., and have two
children: Anna Paige, 11; and
Taylor Beth, 9. E-mail:
fuquat@ten-nash.ten.k12.tn.us

1988
Michael Carter (’88) is a park
ranger for the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. He and his wife, Sharon,
live in Dennis, Miss.  They have
two children: Mattie, 10; and Erin
Michael, 9. E-mail: Michael.w.
carter@sam.usace.army.mil

1989
Myles Luster (’89) is the regional
sales manager for urban music,
western division for Warner Music
Group. Myles was awarded Sales
Representative of the Year in 1998
and Regional Manager of the Year
in 2002. He oversees the regional
sales and marketing staff and all
urban music sold in the 12 western
states. He and his wife, Lynette,
live in Valley Village, Calif. They
have one child: Shelby, 2. E-mail:
mroshon@aol.com

Ponsella L. Henry-Whitehurst
(’89) is a homemaker. She and her
husband, Vincent, live in Lorton,
Va., and have two children:
Xachary, 7; and Hope, 5. 
E-mail: ponsellaw@hotmail.com

1990
Bill Goodman (’90) is a branch
manager for Safety-Kleen Systems,
Inc. He and his wife, Kelly, live in
Brandon, Miss. They have two 
children: Kayla, 14; and Casey, 9.
E-mail: rueben99@aol.com

Tina Swearingen Mackin (’90) is
an artist. She recently had a water-
color painting selected for Kentu.
She and her husband, Jay, live in
Louisville, Ky. They have two chil-
dren: Holly, 8; and Nick, 6. E-mail:
tinasmackin@bellsouth.net



1991
Gary Lynn Barnes (’91) is the night
superintendent for Goodyear Tire
and Rubber Co. He is married to
Anna Michele Barnes (’89), who 
is a children’s librarian for Obion
County Public Library. They have
three children: Brennan, 14;
Garrison, 12; and Avery, 8. 
E-mail: barnesrvols@yahoo.com 

Patricia Anne Sanders Fisher (’91)
is a library media specialist at
Whitehaven Elementary School. 
She is also Whitehaven MCS Reads
coordinator. She and her husband,
Bill, live in Germantown, Tenn. 
E-mail: fisherpatriciaa@mcsk12.net

James Keith Fowlkes (’91) is the
director of information technology
and telecommunications for Saint
Mary’s College. He has been named
to the Indiana University Center for
Applied Cybersecurity Research
Conference programming board. He
frequently is a conference and semi-
nar presenter on network systems
design and security. He is married 
to Talitha Anderson Fowlkes (’91),
who is a homemaker and a self-
employed clinical social worker.
They live in South Bend, Ind., with
their two children: Grayson Paul, 3;
and Teagan Elizabeth, 10 months.
E-mail: fowlkes@saintmarys.edu

Renee Bailey Iacona (’91) is associate
director of biostatistics for Astra
Zeneca. She is on the Alpha Delta Pi
board of directors and contributes to
the Ronald McDonald House. She
and her husband live in Wilmingon,
Del. E-mail: pathgirl@aol.com

John Lawson (’91) is a specialty 
district sales manager for Wyeth
Pharmaceuticals. He is married to
Stacie Smith Lawson (’93), who 
is a specialty pharmaceutical sales-
person for GlaxoSmithKline
Pharmaceuticals. They reside 
in Madison, Miss., and have one
child: James Sims, 3 months. 
E-mail: lawsonj3@yahoo.com

Beverly Hanks Stephens ‘(91) is 
a certified public accountant for
Dunn, Creswell, Sparks, Smith,
Horne and Downing, PLLC. She and
her husband, Eugene, live in Dyer,
Tenn. They have one child: Sean, 15.
E-mail: BStephens@cpainfo.net

1993
Wynn Burnett (’93) is a food safety
inspector for the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. He and his wife,

Rebecca Netherland Burnett (’99),
live in Baxter, Tenn., where Rebecca
is a stay-at-home mother. They have
one child: Braxton Wynn, 11 months.

Tammy Alexander Gordon (’93) is
a fourth grade teacher at McKenzie
Elementary School. She is married
to Chris Gordon (’96), who is a
sales representative for Helena
Chemical Co. Chris is also a certi-
fied crop adviser. They live in
Greenfield, Tenn., and have two 
children: Bentley, 4; and Bailey, 2.
E-mail: bbgordon@charter.net 

Caryn Capers Hanna (’93) is the
manager of Shear Ego Salon and
Spa. She lives with her husband,
Christopher, in Rochester, N.Y. 
E-mail: Carynac@hotmail.com

Tim McCollum (’93) is an engi-
neering and quality manager for
MTD Products, Inc. He lives in
Martin, Tenn., with his wife, Stacey
Boals McCollum (’94), who is a
stay-at-home mother. They have 
two children: Blake, 5; and
Brandon, 3 months. E-mail:
tim.mccollum@mtdproducts.com

Cassandra Denise Mosby (’93) is
the assistant director of grants and
contracts for the University of
Tennessee Health Science Center.
She resides in Memphis, Tenn., with
her two children: Kashondra Denise,
18; and Ellis Maurice, 17. E-mail:
cmosby@utmem.edu

1994
Philip Jacobs (’94) is a history
teacher for Hickman County High
School and is chair of the Hickman
County Planning Commission. He
is married to Alice Anne McKellar
Jacobs (’94), who is an English
teacher at Hickman County High
School. They live in Centerville,
Tenn. They have one child:
Johnathan Philip, 1. E-mail: 
jacobsp@hickman.k12tn.net

Brian Michon (‘94) is a mortgage
loan originator for Old National in

Clarksville, Tenn. In 2003, he received
the Citizens Commendation Award
from the Metro Police Department.

Stephanie Black Morgan (’94) lives
with her husband, Blake, in
Murfreesboro, Tenn., where she is 
a stay-at-home mother. They have
two children: Molly Carter, 2; and
Sadie Mitchum, 4 months. E-mail:
blackenadsteph@earthlink.net

Stephen W. Savage (’94) is informa-
tion systems technical project man-
ager for Ardent Health Services.
Stephen is pursuing additional certi-
fications in project management and
recently completed a two-year term on
the Wynbrooke board of directors. He
is married to Jennifer Byars Savage
(’94), who is a licensed school psy-
chologist and a stay-at-home mother.
Jennifer completed her master’s in
school psychology at Middle
Tennessee State University. They
have one child: Audrey Leigh, 18
months. E-mail: ssavage@
thesavagegroup.net

1995
Tressy Harris Guadagno (’95) is an
occupational therapist for Florida
Elks Children’s Therapy Services.
She was recently married in Miami,
Fla., in a beach-side ceremony. She
and her husband, Carlo, reside in
Miami. E-mail: harr1822@
bellsouth.net

James Dunn Mantooth (’95) is a
higher education administrator for
Auburn University. He and his wife,
Katherine, live in Auburn, Ala. They
have two children: Porter Marie, 2;
and Elizabeth Bryn, 3 months. 
E-mail: mantoja@auburn.edu

S. Dawn Goodman McGrath (’95)
and her husband, Thomas M.
McGrath (’96), live in Springfield,
Va. They have recently returned to
the states after living two years in
the Netherlands. Thomas is chief 
of plans and operations for casualty
and memorial affairs for the U.S.
Army, and Dawn is a stay-at-home
mother. They have two children:
Catie, 3; and Ryan, 4 months. 
E-mail: DawnHugo@aol.com

Kevin Dewayne Rogers (’95) is a
copy editor and sports writer for the
Daily Herald in Columbia, Tenn. 
E-mail: kevin_rogers@hotmail.com

1996
Margaret Payne Harms (’96) and
her husband, Travis, live in Cordova,
Tenn., where she is a homemaker.
They have one child: Sophie, 8
months. E-mail:
maggielynn4@excite.com

Sean M. Belew (’96) is a manager
for Lauderdale County Co-op. He
and his wife, Heather, live in Leoma,
Tenn. They have one child: Ryleigh
Alexandra, 2. E-mail: doodlesmom@
utsports.com

Linda Christine Baker Bland (’96)
is a kindergarten teacher at Medina

Elementary School. She and her
husband, Mark, live in Medina,
Tenn. They have three children:
Brittany, 12; Hunter, 10; and
Hunter Hays 8. E-mail:
bland1@k12tn.net

Melissa Carr (’96) is an English
professor for the Apollo Group
(University of Phoenix and Western
International University). She started
coursework in January 2005 in a
graduate professional and technical
communications degree program at
Utah State University. She and her
husband, Terry, live in Portland,
Tenn. E-mail: MissySCarr@aol.com

Ginger Murphy Higgs (’96) is a
kindergarten teacher for Martin
Primary School. She and her hus-
band, Mike, live in Martin, Tenn.
They have two children: Mary
Elizabeth, 6; and Murphy Michael,
3. E-mail: ghiggs@frontiernet.net

Shelley Nations Pike (’96) is a high
school teacher at Arlington High
School in Shelby County. She and
her husband, Josh Pike (’97), live in
Arlington, Tenn. Josh was recently
promoted to detective at the Bartlett
Police Department. E-mail: 
tigerfan1003@yahoo.com

1997
Shawn L. Adkins (’97) works for
Baptist Hospital. He and his wife,
Atsuko Watabe (’99), live in
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Nashville, Tenn. E-mail:
aka_mamushi@yahoo.com

Jason Alan Beck (’97) has been
promoted to assistant loss control
manager of safety, environment,
security and medical for Maverick
Tube and has also completed the
OSHA 501 Trainer Certification.
Jason is also a volunteer firefighter,
part-time police officer, EMT and
haz-mat technician in Gosnell, Ark.
He lives in Blytheville, Ark. E-mail:
jbeck@mavericktube.com

Katherine L. Browning-Chappell
(’97) is store worker for the Defense
Commissary Agency. She and her
husband, Phillip Chappell, live in
Spangdahlem, Germany. E-mail:
hisbutterfly23@hotmail.com 

Chris McDavid (’97) is associate
director of student information 
systems for the Tennessee Higher
Education Commission. Chris is
also a captain in the Tennessee
Army National Guard and has
received two Army commendation
medals and one Army achievement
medal. He and his wife, Sarah, live
in Nashville, Tenn. They have one
child: Ryan Christopher, 7 months.
E-mail: chris.mcdavid@state.tn.us

Donald W. Dyer (’97) is founder
and dean of students of Kipp
Diamond Academy, Tennessee’s
first Knowledge Is Power Program
school. He lives in Memphis, Tenn.
E-mail: ddyer@kipp.org

Robin Hjort Forrester (’97) is an
insurance investigator for Nationwide
Insurance. She is married to John
Forrester (’94), who is a police
officer in Collierville, Tenn. They
live in Lakeland, Tenn. E-mail:
robinadpi@hotmail.com

Dana Morrow (’97) is a physical
therapist for Health South. Dana
obtained a Ph.D. in physical thera-
py from Belmont University in
2001. She lives in Cleveland, Tenn. 
E-mail: dana0514@aol.com

Marla Pinkley (’97) is on the edito-
rial staff of Cotton Outlook magazine
and is also an international officer
for Alpha Delta Pi. She currently
resides in Cordova, Tenn. E-mail:
marla_cotlook@hotmail.com

Martha Tucker Shepherd (’97) is 
a physician for the U.S. Navy. She
and her husband, Matt, live in
Cordova, Tenn. 
E-mail: martha.e.shepherd@
pcola.med.navy.mil

Amy Warden West (’97) is human
resources manager for the National
Bank of Commerce. She and her
husband, Benjamin, live in
Starkville, Miss. They have one
child: Kaitlyn McKenna, 4 months.
E-mail: amy.west@nbc-bank.com

1998
Andrew L. Campbell (’98) is a
fifth-grade teacher at Halls
Elementary School and is seeking
his master’s degree in administra-
tion through UT Martin. He and
his wife, Kelly Murphy Campbell
(’99), live in Halls, Tenn., where
Kelly is a stay-at-home mother.
They have two children: Molly, 
21 months; and Sydney, 4 months,
E-mail: kcampbell022@
wmconnect.com

Amber Gilchrist-Thompson (’98)
is a licensed veterinary technician
for Collierville Animal Clinic. 
She graduated from Northwest
Mississippi Community College/
Mississippi State University’s veteri-
nary technician program. She and
her husband live in Olive Branch,
Miss. 
E-mail: amberthomp1@aol.com

Toby A. Hampton, M.D. (’98) has
opened his own medical practice.
He served as chief resident at
Johnson City Tennessee Family
Medicine Residency program
through East Tennessee State
University. He and his wife,
Melanee White Hampton (’97),
live in McKenzie, Tenn., where
Melanee is a homemaker. They
have two children: Noah Andrew,
4; and Jonah Stanley, 7 months. 
E-mail: tobahamp@yahoo.com

Rodgers M. Harris (’98) is a
teacher, coach and fitness instructor
for Bibb County Public Schools.
He received a promotion and is
coaching high school football, bas-
ketball and track. He received a
master’s degree in counseling and
psychology from Troy University.
He resides in Macon, Ga., with his
daughter: Arreial Markala, 7. 
E-mail: rharriss.BrookdaleEl@
bibb.k12.ga.us 

Daniel Scott Huffstetler (‘98) is 
a government-IT for General
Dynamics. He and his wife, Susan
Tanya House Huffstetler (’98),
live in Glen Burnie, Md. Susan is a
homemaker. They have one child:
Edward Alexander, 5 months. 
E-mail: s_huggstetler@yahoo.com

Shelley Ann Keen Kimble (’98) is
employed by the Lauderdale
County Bank and lives in Halls,
Tenn. She has two children:
Hayden, 3; and Carson, 2 months.
E-mail: shelley@lctn.com

Dan Strasser (’98) was appointed
in November 2004 as agri-tourism
coordinator for the Tennessee

Department of Agriculture Market
Development Division. He is
responsible for promoting agri-
tourism operations and coordinating
the state’s efforts to help farmers
increase farm income through 
agri-tourism. E-mail:
Dan.Strasser@state.tn.us

1999
James C. Boyd Jr. (’99) is an agri-
culture officer for U.S. Customs
and Border Protection and lives 
in Eureka, Mont. He is a senior
agriculture officer at Roosville Port
of Entry and has lectured on agri-
culture importation operations at
Thribuvan University in Kahtmandu,
Nepal. E-mail: james.c.boyd@dhs.gov

Leonard Warren Douglas Jr. (’99)
is a park ranger for Reelfoot Lake
State Park. He and his wife, Wendy,
live in Tiptonville, Tenn. They have
two children: Tyler, 8; and Jordan,
6. E-mail: lwdouglasjr@aol.com

Courtney King Ferris (’99) is an
eighth grade English teacher at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic
School. She and her husband,
Andrew Ferris (’01), live in
Chattanooga, Tenn. Andrew is a
golf course superintendent at the
Black Creek Club. They have two
children: Abby, 4; and Evan, 1
month. E-mail: courkferris@
comcast.net

Thomas Parkerson (’99) is an
attorney for Boston, Holt, and
Sockwell, PLLC, and resides in
Columbia, Tenn. E-mail: 
parkersonthomas@hotmail.com

Kimberly Tarver Watts (’99) is
director of customer and sales 

support for CBK. She is married to
Coby Watts (’97), who is a self-
employed carpenter. They live in
Union City, Tenn., and have one
child, William Carter. E-mail:
kinandcoby@netzero.com.

2000
Raymond Kelly Buie (’00) is an
event director for Colonnade
Sports Group. He is married to
Kimberly Ann Buie (’00), who 
is in her second year of medical
school at the UT College of
Medicine. They reside in Memphis,
Tenn. E-mail: ramiebuie@
hotmail.com

Lydia Maria Kuykendall Cox
(’00) is a teacher at Henry County
High School. She and her husband,
Chad, live in Puryear, Tenn. They
have one child: Avery Claire, 2. E-
mail: coxm3@k12tn.net

Scott Anthony Haynes (’00) is a
financial analyst for Hilton Hotels.
He is married to Brandy Greene
Haynes (’02), who is a territory
sales representative for Emerson
Electric Co. They live in Cordova,
Tenn. E-mail: scotthaynes@
hotmail.com

Jodie Hempen (’00) is a substance
abuse counselor for Bridgeway
Counseling Services, Inc. She lives
in Maplewood, Mo., and is still
playing as much volleyball as 
she can. E-mail:
jodiehempen@papadocs.com

Ginger Buttrey Johnson (’00) is 
a resident nurse for JMCGH and 
is currently earning her master’s in
nursing education. She and her
husband, Kevin, live in Huron,
Tenn. They have two children:
Emma Marie, 4; and Caleb
Andrew, 15 months. E-mail:
firenurse9@yahoo.com

2001
Andrea Willis Bradley (’01) is 
a marketing director for MMS
Equipment Sales. She and her hus-
band, Jeremy, live in Cedar Grove,
Tenn. They have one child: Clark,
22 months. E-mail: alwadpi@
hotmail.com

Manuel U. Colon (’01) is a major
league baseball front office executive.
He was married in November 2004
and lives in Aventura, Fla., with his
wife, Joelle. E-mail:
manucolo21@yahoo.com.

David Crutchfield (’01) is market-
ing coordinator for the University
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of Alabama and lives in Tuscaloosa,
Ala. E-mail: dcrutchfield@sa.ua.edu

Christopher Scott Forsythe (’01)
is a professional bass tournament
fisherman sponsored by Glaco Inc.
and teaches bass fishing at the
University of Memphis. He lives in
Somerville, Tenn., and conducts
seminars and demonstrations for
children’s groups, sponsors and uni-
versities on topics that range from
realizing your dreams to fishing. 
E-mail: chrisf@glaco.net

Jennifer Scruggs Fullwood (’01)
and John Robert Fullwood (’00)
reside in Memphis, Tenn. Jennifer
is a fifth grade teacher for Memphis
City Schools and is working on her
master’s in elementary education;
John owns his own business, Sod
and More. E-mail: jrfullwood@
netscape.com

Stephanie Zain Haywood (’01) is
a corporate trainer for Regions
Bank. She is married to John Dana
Haywood (’00), who is a clinical
research monitor for Kon Clinical
Research. They live in Franklin,
Tenn. E-mail: stephzain@yahoo.com

Haley Imholz Frances Littleton
(’01) and her husband, Thomas
Andrew Littleton, live in Oklahoma
City, Okla. Thomas is a sales repre-
sentative for Dell. They have two
children: Gibson, 2; and Haven, 1.
E-mail: haleylit@hotmail.com

Terry Allen Powers (’01) is a coun-
selor for the State of Tennessee. His
wife, Rubberta Lee Dean Powers, is
a teacher at Dresden Elementary
School. They live in Martin, Tenn.
and have two children: Rachel, 4;
and Rebecca, 9 months.  E-mail:
terrypowers78@hotmail.com

Candace Austin Thorne (’01) is a
judicial clerk for the Tennessee Court
of Criminal Appeals. She and her
husband, Michael, live in
Wildersville, Tenn. They both passed
the Bar Examination in July 2004.
E-mail: we_austin@hotmail.com

Margaret Watson (’01) is a recre-
ational specialist for Palm Beach
County. She received her master’s
in health and human performance
from Middle Tennessee State
University and completed an intern-
ship with the Morale, Welfare and
Recreation program of the U.S.
Navy in Kauai, Hawaii. E-mail:
Watson_margaret@hotmail.com

Mary Katsikas Waugh (’01) is a
school-based services coordinator
for at-risk youth at the Helen Ross
McNabb Center. She is married to
Steven Waugh (’01), who is a fed-
eral benefits counselor for UT
Knoxville and is currently earning
his master’s in forensic psychology.
They live in Knoxville, Tenn. 
E-mail: stevenwaugh2001@
yahoo.com

2002
Tracy Nicole Ammons Hendriks
(’02) is a homemaker. She and her
husband, Nathan Douglas
Hendriks (’03), live in Palmyra,
Tenn. Nathan is a lieutenant in the
U.S. Army. They have one child:
David Luke, 6 months. E-mail:
nikhendriks@yahoo.com

Jamie Lynn Kight (’02) is the
director of business operations for
AutoZone Liberty Bowl. She lives
in Drummonds, Tenn. E-mail:
Jamie980@hotmail.com

Jamie McPeake-Mullen (’02) is a
pharmaceutical sales representative
for Sanofi-Aventis. She and her
husband, Scott, live in Lexington,
Tenn., where they built a new
house. Jamie still rodeos on the
weekends. E-mail: jmullen4503@
yahoo.com

Scottie Semler (’02) is executive
producer of the “Steve Gill
Mornings” radio talk show at 99.7
WTN in Nashville. She received 
a President’s Award from the
Tennessee Wildlife Federation 
for running the organization’s
Naturelink program in 2004.
Naturelink takes inner-city families
outdoors for a weekend of canoe-
ing, fishing and learning about
wildlife, streams and forests. Scottie
also was instrumental with other
UT Martin Department of
Communications alumni in estab-
lishing a scholarship endowment 
in honor of Dorotha Norton, 
professor of communications.

Haynes Named to Post; Leads
911 to Award

Anthony Haynes (’88) was named
in March to fill the post of director
of state relations for the UT sys-
tem.

Haynes, a Gibson County, Tenn.,
native with a bachelor's degree in
agriculture, previously served as
executive director of the Tennessee
Emergency Communications
Board, also known as the state 
911 board.

UT President John Petersen said,
"This appointment ensures that
the university can continue its dia-
log with state legislators as we all
work together to strengthen the
state's commitment to higher edu-
cation in Tennessee."

In addition to working with state lawmakers during the legislative ses-
sion, Haynes will get involved with local communities and build and
maintain good relationships with state agencies throughout the year.

Haynes was named UT Martin's Outstanding Young Alumnus in 1999.
He returned to Tennessee in 2002 to lead the state's Emergency 911 sys-
tem, after working more than 11 years in Washington, D.C., in the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. He also was a vice president of National
Strategies, Inc., a public policy and business consulting firm.

Before accepting the UT position, Haynes was instrumental in the
Tennessee Emergency Communications Board receiving the 2005 award
for the best state or regional program. The award was presented in March
by the E-911 Institute in Washington, D.C. 

2003
Erin Sutton Acred (’03) is a 
first grade teacher in Shelby
County. She and her husband,

William, were married in
December 2004. They live in
Cordova, Tenn. E-mail:
suttone@ten-nash.ten.k12.tn.us

Emalee K. Bumpus (’03) is a
teaching assistant at Texas A&M
University, where she also instructs

undergraduate laboratory classes.
She is earning a master’s degree in
beef cattle nutrition and plans to
pursue a doctorate. She currently
resides in Bryan, Texas. E-mail:
emalee_bumpus@hotmail.com

Timothy Fisher (’03) lives in
Jackson, Tenn., and is a financial 
planner for Northwestern 
Mutual Investment Services.

Laura Anne Knipp (’03) is a
graduate assistant at Clemson
University and is working on the
USDA’s Farm Bill for wildlife
habitat. She lives in Florence, S.C.
E-mail: lknipp@clemson.edu

Melba Knowlton (’03) lives in
Memphis, Tenn., where she is a
registered nurse at St. Francis
Hospital. E-mail:
mknowlton@bellsouth.net

Ryan Darrell McDaniel (’03) is
a structural engineer for Ellers



UT Martin professor emeritus of
geology and longtime director of
the university’s Honors Programs,
Dr. Ernest W. Blythe Jr., died
Feb. 1. He was 74.

“Ernie Blythe created and shaped
the UT Martin Honors Programs
from 1981 through his retirement
in 1997,” said  Dr. William Zachry,
former director of Honors
Programs. “He was respected and
loved by hundreds of students who
came through those programs.”
Zachry added, “He was a gentle,
kind and caring teacher who
worked tirelessly to improve the
learning experience of his students.”

During his tenure at the university,
Blythe served as faculty athletic rep-
resentative, was chair of the univer-
sity’s Athletics Board, chair of the
Faculty Representative Committee
of the Gulf South Conference
(GSC) and was a member of the
University of Tennessee Board of
Trustees’ Athletics Committee. 
He also helped monitor compliance
with National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) and Ohio Valley
Conference (OVC) regulations.

He was a longtime member of
Kiwanis Club of Martin and served
on numerous committees and held
several leadership positions.

A native of Old Hickory, he
received a bachelor’s degree from
Tennessee Technological
University, a master’s degree and a
doctorate from the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville. He joined
the UT Martin faculty in 1969.

Harold T. Brundige, 80, of
Martin, died Dec. 29, 2004, at
Volunteer Community Hospital in
Martin. He was a retired attorney
with the Brundige, Maloan, Gallien
and Moore Law Firm. Mr. Brundige
was a graduate of UT Junior College
and the UT College of Law. He
was elected in 1951 for two terms
to the Tennessee House of
Representatives. He was a member
of First Baptist Church in Martin
where he was a deacon for many
years. (from the Weakley County
Press)

Ricardo Cortez Bullock (’82)
died on May 25, 2004. He was 
a PCS program manager for the
Department of the Navy in
Millington, Tenn. He was co-
founder of the Kappa Omicron

chapter of Phi Beta Sigma fraternity
at UT Martin. Ricardo received his
master’s degree from Troy State
University while in the Army, and
was a member of the Webb Lodge
#52 Taylor, and Aluzza Temple 169.

James R. Cunningham, 88, of
Cincinnati, died March 20, 2005,
at Christ Hospital in Cincinnati.
He was a native of Union City. Mr.
Cunningham attended UT Junior
College in the 1930s. A 1941 grad-
uate of UT Knoxville, he returned
to the Knoxville campus following
military service to earn his law
degree in 1947. He practiced law in
Tennessee for five years before join-
ing the legal division of Proctor &
Gamble, where he worked until his
retirement. His interest in and sup-
port of UT Martin helped to recog-
nize outstanding students and fac-
ulty. In 1991, he and his late wife,
Nell, established the Cunningham
Outstanding Freshman Award, and
in 1994, they established the
Cunningham Outstanding Teacher/
Scholar Endowment Award. (from
the Union City Daily Messenger)

Paul Preston Foote, 88, of Martin,
died May 7, 2005, at Martin
Health Care. Mr. Foote was profes-
sor emeritus of mathematics and
the first chair of the UT Martin
Department of Mathematics. He
was a graduate of the University of
Central Arkansas and received his
master’s degree from the University
of Arkansas. Mr. Foote served in
the European theater of operations
during World War II, including the
Battle of the Bulge. He was a mem-
ber and former deacon of Martin
First Baptist Church. (from the
Weakley County Press)

Bobby Hayes, co-captain of the
UT Martin 1967 Tangerine Bowl
and Atlantic Coast College
Division championship team, died
April 26, 2005. A celebrated all-
around athlete from Huntingdon,
Tenn., he signed a grant-in-aid
with Ole Miss before transferring
to UT Martin. Hayes returned to
Huntingdon High School in 1970
as an assistant football coach and
assumed the head coaching duties
in 1976. He was inducted into the
UT Martin Athletics Hall of Fame
in 1987.
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Thomas
Lynn
Hearn
(‘74)
died Nov. 20,
2004. He was a
longtime State Farm
insurance agent in the
Bellevue area, an Eagle Scout, assis-
tant scoutmaster from 1990-1995
and Explorer Post adviser from
1995-1998. 

Betsye Herron-Hickman died
Dec. 21, 2004, at her home in
Gibson County. She had battled
lung cancer for 15 months. A UT
Martin graduate, she taught school
for many years in Gibson County.
She was a member of First United
Methodist Church in Dresden,
Tenn. Ms. Herron-Hickman was
the sister of state Sen. Roy Herron
of Dresden, a 1975 UT Martin
graduate. (from the Weakley 
County Press)

Deborah W. McCracken (‘76)
died Feb. 19, 2005. She was a
member of Sigma Kappa Sorority.
She retired 10 years ago from a
property management corporation.
She enjoyed raising and showing
horses and promoting youth events
at horse shows. She was a manage-
ment volunteer in the BLM Wild
Horse Mustang Program and also
active in a variety of community
programs. 

Gerald McDaniel (’42) died Sept.
25, 2004. He was raised on a farm
in West Tennessee. He was awarded
silver wings and earned a position
as lieutenant in the U.S. Army Air
Corps. By the time he retired, he
was deputy commander of training
for the 5th Bomb Wing, Minot
AFS, N.D. 

Linda Pinion, 52, of Union City,
died Jan. 11, 2005, at her home
after a long illness. Ms. Pinion was
a UT Martin graduate and had
taught at the former East Side
Elementary School in Union City
and at Ridgemont Elementary
School in Obion County. She was a
member of Troy Cumberland
Presbyterian Church, where she was
a pianist. Ms. Pinion was the wife
of state Rep. Phillip Pinion, a
1975 UT Martin graduate.  (from
the Weakley County Press)

Oakely Chester and Rike. Ryan
earned his master’s in civil engineer-
ing at the University of Missouri-
Rolla, where he was awarded the
University Transportation Center
Outstanding Student of the Year
award. He is married to April Leigh
Gray McDaniel, who is an adminis-
trative assistant for Carlson
Consulting. They live in 
Cordova, Tenn. E-mail: ryandmc-
daniel@midsouth.rr.com

Jennifer Maloan Stroh (’03) is a
financial specialist for UT Martin.
She and her husband, Brian
Thomas Stroh (’03), live in
Martin, Tenn. Brian is an engineer
for Leland-Powell Fasteners. 
E-mail: jstroh@utm.edu

David M. Vassar (’03) is a teacher
at Crockett County High School.
He is married to Courtney
Harrison Vassar (’01), who is an
interior designer for Counter
Solutions. They live in Alamo, Tenn.
E-mail: dmvassar@hotmail.com

2004
Christopher Burgin (’04) lives 
in Oklahoma City, Okla., where 
he is an on-air operator for
KOCB/KOKH – Sinclair
Broadcast Group. E-mail: 
crburgin@hotmail.com

Sandra Daniel Hartness (’04) is
an animal health technician for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture/
APHIS. She is married to Gary
William Hartness (’04) who is a
park ranger for North Carolina
State Parks. They live in Angier,
N.C. E-mail: sandyhartness
@yahoo.com

Lynda Beth Anderson Parnell
(’04) is an account executive for
EPlus Broaband. She is married to
John William Parnell (’02), who
is a loan officer for First State
Bank. They live in Jackson, Tenn.
E-mail: beth_parnell@hotmail.com

Jarrad Kyle Robinson (’04) lives
in Iuka Miss., where he is a teacher
and coach at Pass Christian High
School. E-mail: playrj@go.com

In Memory

UTM

UTM
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Are you up to the Class Challenge?
Over the past few years, alumni giving has been on the decline 
at UT Martin and on the national level. Why? Have we kept you 
connected with the university in a way that is satisfying and 
reflective of your interests? Do you feel that you are too young 
or too old to make a gift? Or that your gift would be too small?

Take the Class Challenge and let your voice be heard!

Until September 1, 2005, any $10 or more gift made by alumni
to the university will be counted in the class challenge project. Every
alumni contributing a minimum of $10 will receive this newly
designed static cling window decal (above) featuring the new logo
for UT Martin Alumni. Be one of the first to display your pride in
your alma mater with this great looking decal. In the binding of this
magazine is an envelope pre-addressed to the university with a gift
form attached to it. In the January issue, we will publish the top 10
classes based on annual alumni giving total.

Last year’s totals are in the table to the left.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

UT Martin has added 
a “Special Features”
section to the Web site
(www.utm.edu). One 
of the features is 
“Great Things Are
Happening!” Click
here to read information
about many of the great
things that are happen-
ing at UT locations all
across the state.

Welcome Home!
If your travel plan calls for a stopover in Martin, please contact 
the Office of Alumni Relations. If your time permits, we will give you 
a campus tour, hosted by a retired faculty member or a current
Undergraduate Alumni Council member. If you only have a minute,
stop by for an orange drink and blueberry muffin and share your 
stories with us. In our office, you will find a copy of every yearbook,
reunion information and much more. You can contact us by phone at
(731) 881-7610 or by email at alumni@utm.edu.


