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ChanCellor’s 
>>> a brief reflection on the fall term, as well as a glimpse at some upcoming plans 
for this spring, reveal several notable accomplishments and exciting opportunities 
that support efforts to provide a world-class learning experience for our students. 

this fall, we celebrated three significant milestones. first, we concluded the 
seven-year campaign for tennessee led by co-chairs Lew Dougherty and ray smith. 
ut martin ended its portion of the billion-dollar effort by doubling our initial $25 
million goal with a campaign total exceeding $58 million. 

secondly, we celebrated as ut martin became an all-steinway school, one of 
130 in the world and the first in the university of tennessee system. the fundrais-
ing portion of the steinway initiative was chaired by Bill Blankenship (’56) who led 
the successful effort to unite alumni and donors. 

thirdly, we recognized the rich heritage of our campus by “celebrating 50 years 
of african-american achievement.” celebration activities were highlighted by a 
dedication ceremony of unity circle, just north of clement hall, as we honored 
two alumnae, Jesse arnold pryor (’65), the first african-american student to enroll 
at ut martin in the fall of 1961, and Beverly polk Echols (’64), the first african-
american student to graduate from ut martin. 

in september, we opened a new facility for the Jackson center, conveniently lo-
cated just off the highway 45 Bypass, providing Jackson-area students with a first-class 
learning environment equipped with remote access and technology-enhanced class-
rooms and laboratories. campus wide, we reported a two percent increase in our first-
time retention rates at 73 percent, and a record 1,169 students graduated in 2010-11.

Experiential learning is embedded in our instructional pedagogy. ut martin 
students excel in the legislative internship program, compete in the saE mini Baja 
engineering competition, broadcast for Wutm campus radio, and trek on paleon-
tologic expeditions, like a recent dig in Kansas where utm scientists and students 
unearthed numerous fossils, including a nine-foot prehistoric fish, a giant swimming 
reptile called a mosasaur, and dozens of giant clams. 

this spring, we offer a new undergraduate veterinary health technology option 
within the Department of agriculture, Geosciences, and Natural resources. in feb-
ruary, ut martin will host the southeast Journalism conference bringing students 
from across the southeast to participate in hands-on coverage of a mock disaster 
involving area police, fire and emergency management resources. 

We are fortunate to enjoy continuing success, especially during these difficult 
economic times. through your continued support and faith in our efforts, i believe 
ut martin’s most successful years are still ahead. 

c o r N E r Dr. tom rakes, UT Martin Chancellor
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picturethe

the campaign for tennessee’s positive impact can be seen on campus with the 
rhodes golf center, which serves as a learning lab for students in the college of 
agriculture and applied sciences, as well as a practice facility for the skyhawk golf team. 
the campaign began in 2005 and has raised more than $58 million for uT mArTin.
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(at a glance)>>>

dr. stan p. dunagan spent 24 hours on the Uss 
abraham Lincoln as part of the U.s. navy’s Edu-
cators to sea program. On aug. 4, dunagan and 
15 others were flown from the Naval Air Station, 
north Island of coronado, calif., aboard a c-2a 
greyhound that performed an arrested landing 
on the USS Lincoln’s flight deck decelerating from 
130 mph to 0 in less than two seconds. 

Onboard the aircraft carrier, dunagan met 
and dined with the commanding officers as well 
as master chiefs and enlisted sailors; observed 
daytime and night flight operations of F/A-18 
Superhornets; toured the bridge, the flight deck 
control, the flag bridge, the combat direction 
center, the public affairs offices, the meteorology 
department, the medical and dental facilities, the 
chapel, library, educational areas and the main 
hanger bay. 

dunagan said of the experience, “the ship was 
amazing, the aircraft exhilarating, the flight in 
and out thrilling beyond words, and the sailors 
were admirable and deserving of my gratitude 
and praise for their service to our country.”

dr. stan p. dunagan has 
been with Ut Martin since 
2002 and began his career 

teaching in 2006. He is 
currently an associate 
professor of geology 
in the department of 

agriculture, geosciences, 
and natural resources.

fAculTY spoTlighT>>> 

uTm sTudenTs mAKe significAnT discoverY>>>  
far from the green wooded landscape of West tennessee, 
11 college geology students and two faculty members stared 
across a seemingly infinite expanse of plateau dotted with 
short spurts of grass. a closer view of the panorama revealed 
canyon-like cuts in the terrain, cuts that concealed artifacts 
never seen by human eyes. it was may 2011 when the stu-
dents from the university of tennessee at martin arrived 
at the Dighton, Kan., farmland. it was hot as they assessed 
the dry crumbly earth, a fine dust covered their shoes and 
the bottoms of their jeans. sunglasses protected their eyes 
from the beating sun, but their eyes were constantly tilted 
toward the ground, searching, searching… and then there 
was the discovery.

“they uncovered fossils buried for millions of years, some 
of which are new and significant finds to science,” said Dr. 
michael Gibson, ut martin professor of geology.

he was referring to the mosasaur, a prehistoric marine 
lizard, and two prehistoric fish fossils from the cretaceous 
period that the group found and excavated to be displayed 
in a museum.

dr. stan p. dunagan
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(noteworthy)>>>

h o m E c o m i N G  2 0 1 1
From Rope Pull, Pyramid, Lip Sync and Step Show to Quad City and ending with the defeat of Austin 
Peay on the football field at Hardy M. Graham Stadium, Homecoming 2011 was a week to remember! 
The theme was “Viva Las Martin” as students, alumni and friends celebrated the event with Vegas flair.

This page (clockwise from top): Members of ADPi sorority get into character for Quad City; Austin Duckett, 
a member of the UT Martin rodeo team, teaches the finer points of roping; Debbie Moore Stewart, Lee 
Wallace, Jay Stewart and Max Wallace; James Powers and Erin Coates; Charley Deal (left), assistant vice 
chancellor for alumni relations, and david Bryan, of chattanooga, who received the Outstanding alumnus 
Award; Tammy and Art Sparks of Union City; members of Alpha Kappa Psi enjoying the fun; the band parad-
ing through Quad City; Nancy and Richard Stephenson of Jackson; members of AOPi sorority; members of 
ADPi sorority; Dianna and Zach Watkins and daughter, Annsley, of Pulaski.

This page (clockwise from top): Skyhawk football player Ben Johnson; Skyhawk football player Jason McNair; a member of Kappa Alpha fraternity participating in the 
Rope Pull, part of the week-long Homecoming festivities; the Chi-O sorority at Lip Sync; Delta Sigma Theta sorority at Step Show; the 2011 Homecoming Court; 2011 
Homecoming Queen Meagan Meketi escorted by her brother; Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity at Pyramid; Kimbra Ratliff of ADPi sorority at Pyramid.
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uT mArTin opens new JAcKson cenTer>>> UT Martin opened the university’s new Jackson Center on Tuesday, Oct. 11, 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the new facility located at 3031 Highway 45 Bypass. At the Jackson Center, students can earn a bach-
elor’s in university studies or social work, continue professional training with a master’s in education or take general education courses 
in English, biology, math, business management, criminal justice and computer science or choose from a diverse selection of non-degree 
courses. The UT Martin Jackson Center also serves as the hub of UT Martin’s dual enrollment program, serving over 25 area high schools.

uT mArTin wAives ouT-of-sTATe TuiTion for high Achieving 
sTudenTs>>> UT Martin is now a more affordable college option for out-of-state 
residents. Beginning in 2012, UT Martin will waive out-of-state tuition for any applicant 
with an ACT score of 25 or above and a 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale. The tuition break is valued 
at about $12,400 per year, and applicants will also be eligible for university scholarships 
such as the Deans, Chancellors and University Scholars.

receive boArd AppoinTmenTs>>> Two UT Martin 
students and a faculty member are serving terms on the UT Board 
of Trustees and the Tennessee Higher Education Commission. Gov. 
Bill Haslam appointed Dr. Janet Wilbert, assistant professor of health 
and human performance from Medina, and Teresa Fowler, a junior 
nursing student from Camden, for two-year terms on the UT Board 
of Trustees. Gov. Haslam also appointed Greg Frye, a junior Bachelor 
of University Studies major from Newbern, a student member for a 
two-year term on the Tennessee Higher Education Commission.

(noteworthy)>>>

uT mArTin nAmes lAborATorY AfTer legAcY 
fAmilY>>> The University of Tennessee at Martin honored 
Robert and Martha Clendenin of Union City by naming a labora-
tory in their honor. The “Robert E. and Martha P. Clendenin
Laboratory” is housed in the Johnson EPS Building.

fine ArTs progress>>> Progress continues on the 
renovation of the Fine Arts Building, which is projected for comple-
tion in fall 2012. The expansion will include expanded classroom, 
rehearsal and office space.

uT mArTin engineering progrAm eArns 
nATionAl reAccrediTATion>>> UT Martin’s general 
engineering program has been reaccredited by the Engineering 
Accreditation Commission (EAC) of the Accreditation Board for 
Engineering and Technology (ABET), Inc. Reaccreditation followed 
a lengthy process beginning with a detailed self-study report 
prepared by Ed Wheeler, UT Martin professor and interim chair 
of engineering, a visit from an ABET team in fall 2010 to examine 
the program and a final vote at the 2011 summer ABET meeting. 
The program, housed in the College of Engineering and Natural 
Sciences, was originally accredited in 1999 and has educated more 
than 300 successful engineers since then.

cAmpus lighTing proJecT seT for sepTember 
compleTion>>> A major lighting project is under way 
on the Martin campus that includes replacing all exterior pole 
lights, parking lot lighting and some sports lighting. The project, 
led by DePouw Engineering, LLC, of Memphis, is scheduled 
for completion in September 2012. Checking progress with the 
campus lighting project are (clockwise from the left) Mark Wade, 
Jack Hornsby Electric; Brad Burkett, UT Martin Physical Plant; 
Chip Wilson (partially hidden), physical plant; Mark Hughes, 
Jack Hornsby Electric; and Sam Little (holding project drawings), 
DePouw Engineering.

Pictured (l-r): John Clendenin (‘89), Robert Clendenin III (‘83), Martha Clendenin 
(‘57), Robert Clendenin (‘58), Phillip Clendenin (’86).

Students at the UT Martin Jackson Center (l-r): Graduate Assistant Steven 
Barker, students Angela Tamayo and Dentaisha Meadows.

Pictured (l-r): UT President Dr. Joe DiPietro, Teresa 
Fowler, Gov. Bill Haslam, Dr. Janet Wilbert.

Pictured: Greg Frye.

Chancellor Tom Rakes at the Jackson Center opening.



Emily (Miller) Land remembers the vigor 
of playing college soccer at the University 
of Tennessee at Martin. The running, the 
weight lifting, the agilities, two-a-day 
practices, the heat, the dog days of Au-
gust. The memories are vivid but they are 
not the only memories Land has of playing 
soccer at UT Martin from 2001-03.

Land discovered she had bone cancer 
during her sophomore season. Her soccer 
career came to an abrupt ending, and 
the fight for her life started. Her foe was 
osteosarcoma, bone cancer.

Almost eight years to the date Land 
last donned a UT Martin uniform, she was 
reunited with the Skyhawk soccer team as 
the 2011 squad made its first appearance 
in the NCAA Tournament against then 
undefeated Memphis in November.

Land, the 2004 NCAA Inspiration Award 
winner, met the Skyhawks on Friday before 
the match with Memphis and gave them a 
tour of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal in Memphis.

“After their visit, they’d understand why 
playing, as hard as it is sometimes, is such 
a gift and how honored I was to be part of 
their visit,” Land said.

Land, a high school Spanish teacher, 
a mother and a wife, has a titanium 
prosthesis. She learned how to walk again 
in time to share her story to the more than 
300 student-athletes at UT Martin in the 
fall of 2004.

“I wanted them to know that opportuni-
ties slipped away for the girl that never 
drank and never smoked,” Land said. “I 
told them to live life and be grateful, even 
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(noteworthy)>>>

uT mArTin criminAl JusTice sTudenTs offered 
firsT-ever opporTuniTY wiTh uT nATionAl fo-
rensic AcAdemY>>> UT Martin criminal justice students 
will have a first-ever opportunity to participate this summer in a 
three-week UT National Forensic Academy Collegiate Program. 
The summer 2012 program will include time studying at the UT 
Anthropological Research Facility in Knoxville, also known as the 
Body Farm. 

The National Forensic Academy and the UT Martin Criminal 
Justice Program are partnering to offer the in-residence program, 
the first of its kind in the nation to offer crime scene investigation 
training to undergraduate students. 

Dr. Bill Bass, UT forensic anthropologist, who developed the 
Body Farm in 1978, made the UT Anthropological Research Facility 
famous. The facility has inspired several popular crime novels and 
has been featured in TV documentaries. 

Participants completing the course will receive nine hours of 
undergraduate credit. UT Martin students have enrollment priority, 
but if slots remain open, students at Tennessee Board of Regents 
institutions and law enforcement professionals who want to 
further their college education can participate by enrolling through 
UT Martin. The cost to enroll in the intensive program is $4,600, 
which includes tuition, curriculum, housing, training materials and 
equipment usage. Dr. Brian Donavant, UT Martin assistant profes-
sor of criminal justice and the instructor of record, sees the course 
as an investment for criminal justice students. 

For more information about the National Forensic Academy 
Collegiate Program or other UT Martin criminal justice programs, 
contact Donavant at bdonavant@utm.edu.
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receive legAcY scholArships>>> UT Martin alumni and 
their children enrolled at the university for the 2011 fall semester 
were invited to the annual Legacy Luncheon held Aug. 18 in the 
new Student Recreation Center as the students arrived for the start 
of classes. Legacy Scholarships are awarded to students who are 
sons or daughters of UT Martin alumni. Funding for the scholar-
ships comes from the Kathleen Elam estate and the UT Martin 
Campus Fund. Those receiving scholarships were: (front row, left 
to right) Elizabeth Finley, Dyersburg; Sarah Johnson, Savannah; 
Patty Cupples, Huntingdon; Mary Medling, Newbern; Cara Wil-
liams, Dyersburg; Robbie Luten, Milan; Lynsi Boehms, Duck River; 
Elizabeth Bukeavich, Martin; (middle row, left to right) Andrew 
Larkins, Clarksville; Tanner Spencer, Martin; Cory Sandefer, Martin; 
Derek Mann, College Grove; (back row, left to right) Trevor Spann, 
Jackson; Matthew Keathley, Union City; Tyler Jones, Greenfield; 
Ben Rollins, McKenzie; Derek Giffin, Union City; and Clay Brewer, 
Rutherford. Not pictured but also receiving scholarships were: 
Rachel Fowler and Garrett Vincent, both of Martin.

(athletics)>>>

formEr ut martiN 
soccEr pLayEr 
proviDEs iNspiratioN
By Joe Lofaro

librArY fAculTY member publishes firsT 
biogrAphY on Tennessee’s mosT published 
AuThor>>> Harry Harrison Kroll, former composition teacher 
at UT Martin, was the first of only two people in history to have 
their portrait commissioned by the UT Martin student body. 
Richard Saunders (pictured left), associate professor of library 
science and head of reference, recognized Kroll’s importance to not 
only the past of UT Martin, but literature history. After extensive 
research, he published the first-ever biography on Kroll, cementing 
the narrative of his life and work in American history. Saunders’ 
book, “Never Been Rich,” was released in September.

Emily and her son, Justin, at st. Jude in Memphis, tenn.

if you are running sprints and working 
hard to get in shape.”

 Her message to the 2011 Ohio Valley 
Conference Tournament champs who 
broke a school record for victories with 14 
was similar. This time around she was able 
to show them the place that helped her 
overcome osteosarcoma.

 “At the game against Memphis, I just 
kept thinking that these girls are making 

history for UTM,” Land said. “They are part 
of something that no other team in the 
program has ever done before, no matter 
how hard we worked, and because of 
them the NCAA knows who the Skyhawks 
are. As an alumnus, I was so proud to 
be wearing my Skyhawk soccer gear at 
that game so that people knew I was a 
Skyhawk.” <<<
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(athletics)>>>

Nate Holmes was not the first African 
American on the University of Tennes-
see at Martin football team in the fall 
of 1969, but he was one of seven in the 
first group of African Americans to play 
for the Vols.

In the fall of 1970 Holmes, from Deca-
tur, Ala., was the only African American on 
the team. About the same time as the Ohio 
National Guard killed four students and 
wounded eight at a Kent State University 
student rally, Holmes and the Vols were play-
ing in the Orange-and-White game.

Holmes rushed for 2,004 yards during his four-year career. 
He still ranks among UT Martin’s career rushing leaders.

Holmes, the principal at Martin Middle School since 1991, 
said he never experienced any trouble as the lone African 
American on the UT Martin football team.

As Holmes and the UT Martin Vols endured the rigors of the 
Gulf South Conference season, Holmes said he had whiskey 
thrown on him, and he was called a name or two. “That was 
normal and all part of playing in the GSC,” Holmes said.

Assistant coach Grover Page recruited the highly sought after 
running back. Page’s task was simplified because of Phillip 
Pisani, a close friend who played nose guard and guard on the 
same high school team.

“I was set to go somewhere else and Phillip (Pisani) persuad-
ed me to come to UT Martin,” Holmes said. “He wanted me to 
go to the Army with him, but I decided against that.”

Holmes made the right decision. He signed a free-agent 
contract with the NFL’s Miami Dolphins after the 1972 season. 
“They waived me and Coach (Don) Shula helped me get a 
chance to play for a team in Baltimore, but I was disappointed. 
“I wanted to play in the NFL.”

Holmes only tried out for two teams, the Houston Oilers and 
Miami Dolphins, and was released by both clubs.

“It didn’t bother me. Both teams had great players in front of 
me,” Holmes said. “It was great. I got to come home and be a 
teacher and a coach, and stay around the game that I love.”

<<<(a standing ovation) 

>>> In 2011 under head coach Phil McNamara, the uT martin soccer team cap-
tured its first-ever Ohio Valley Conference Tournament championship with 
a come-from-behind 2-1 victory over Morehead State. The Skyhawks broke a school record 
for victories (14) before falling to then-undefeated Memphis in their first-ever appearance 
in the NCAA Tournament. UT Martin boasted four players on the All-OVC team, including 
Melissa Govea – the league’s Defensive Player of the Year.
>>> UT Martin senior cJ estelle (pictured right) was named a first team 2011 
Football Championship Subdivision Sports Network All-American. Estelle led 
the nation in punt return average (17.7 yards per return). He had 16 returns for 283 yards 
and one touchdown return. Estelle was also named a Phil Steele and a College Sports 
Madness All-American. Estelle was the only player in the Ohio Valley Conference to be 
named a first-teamer by the Sports Network.
>>> After being predicted 10th in the Ohio Valley Conference preseason polls, the 2011 
Skyhawk volleyball team more than tripled their wins from the previous 
season en route to an appearance in the OVC Tournament championship match. Under 
Darrin McClure, OVC Coach of the Year, UT Martin clinched its first winning season since 
2006 and placed three players on the all-league team – including Kasey Elswick (OVC 
Defensive Player of the Year). An honorable mention All-American, Elswick shattered the 
NCAA single-season record for digs (852) while breaking the school record for digs in a 
single match (46) and career digs (1,963) despite being just a junior. Pictured right: UT 
Martin volleyball player Brittany Wilburn. 

2011 hAll of fAme inducTees>>> UT Martin 
Intercollegiate Athletics inducted four former student-athletes, 
(from left) Nichole Lockridge, women’s basketball (1997-98); 
Valerie Adcock Boothe, women’s rifle (1992-96); Mickey Ham-
ilton, football (1973-76); and Mike Hayes, baseball (1984-87).
The 28th Hall of Fame class, which was inducted Oct. 11 dur-
ing Homecoming activities, spans more than 25 years of Pacer 
and Skyhawk history.

updAte

Front row (l-r): Alyssa Curtis, Rosaelia Loza, Morgan Brandon, Katie Imperiale, Lucy Pater, Abi Sanvee, Brooke Robertson, Kelsey Roberson, Melissa Govea, Camilla 
Buoni, Hannah Fessenden, Dominika Conc. Back row (l-r): Head coach Phil McNamara, assistant coach Leslie Marcouiller, Amy Maksimowicz, graduate assistant coach 
Chris Penn, Mary Thompson, Hannah McGowen, Midori Sera, Lauren MacKenzie, Kendyl Wilson, Mariah Klenke, Sam Dunn, student manager Michaela Gooden, 
trainer Katherine Malik.

one of uT mArTin’s 
firsT AfricAn AmericAn 
fooTbAll plAYers 
sTill in record booK
By Joe Lofaro

Athlete or Coach to be Nominated

hall of fame
NomINaTIoN foRm

or E-mail jlofaro@utm.edu

Joe Lofaro, Sports Information Director 
Room 40, Skyhawk Fieldhouse 
The University of Tennessee at Martin 
Martin, Tn 38238

Years of Participation at UT Martin 

Years Attended UT Martin and Date of Graduation 

Name and Contact Numbers of Person Making the Nomination

UT Martin Athletic Accomplishments 

Nominations are due by May 1, 2012

} }
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(university advancement)>>>

t h E  c a m pa i G N  f o r  t E N N E s s E E

Thanks to the generosity of our alumni and donors, the Campaign 
for Tennessee, the most ambitious fundraising effort in the 216-
year history of the University of Tennessee, reached its $1 billion 
goal 18 months ahead of schedule and currently has more than 
$1.2 billion committed. The campaign’s success places UT among 
an elite group of only 28 public universities that have successfully 
completed fundraising campaigns of at least $1 billion, according 
to the Council for the Advancement and Support of Education.

Since the Campaign for Tennessee began in 2005, The 
University of Tennessee at UT Martin has raised more 
than $58 million to help recruit high-achieving students with 
scholarships, educate and challenge them with better faculty who 
are recruited or retained via privately funded professorships and 
chairs, and enhance the future of Tennessee.

The Campaign for Tennessee’s positive impact can be seen 
on campus with the rhodes golf center, which serves as a 
learning lab for students in the College of Agriculture and Applied 
Sciences, as well as a practice facility for the Skyhawk golf team. 
Funds from the campaign also created the parsons center, 

Pictured at the Campaign celebration in December 2011 (l-r): Chancellor Tom Rakes, Crawford Gallimore, Bill Blankenship, Ray Smith, Dr. Lew Doughtery, Dr. Ron 
Kirkland, Kim Cross and Len Solomons.

UT Martin’s fourth off-campus site, which began holding classes 
in January 2007 and offers bachelor’s degrees in K-6 education 
and university studies, as well as the RN to BSN and LPN to BSN 
programs for nurses.

support for undergraduate and graduate students 
has resulted in new programs and bolstered exist-
ing programs that help uT martin recruit the best and 
brightest students. Programs like the Charles and Betty Moore 
Scholarships, the Elam scholarships, the Lew and Mary Jo Dough-
erty Endowed University Scholars Program and the J. Houston 
Gordon Leadership and Service Endowment help UT Martin attract 
high-achieving students. Private gifts from the Campaign for Ten-
nessee have also allowed the university to reward its outstanding 
faculty with teaching awards, professorships and chairs, giving UT 
Martin the opportunity to recruit and retain gifted scholars and 
teachers through programs like the Bill and Roberta Blankenship 
Undergraduate Research Endowment for the Sciences, the Ray and 
Wilma Smith Professorships, and the Graham Seminar Series in the 
College of Education and Behavioral Sciences.

Pictured (clockwise from top): Audrey Ingle received the Charles and Betty Moore Scholarship; Taylor Deming received the Driver/Goad Family Golf Scholarship; Victo-
ria Morgan Russell received the Honors Music Award; Ke’van Yarbrough received the Clayton McWhorter Honors Scholarship; Kerry Durso is a Cole University Scholar; 
Li Chow received the Ted Mosch Scholarship; Dr. Ann Gathers received the Blankenship Undergraduate Research Fund; Mary Medling received the Kathleen and Tom 
Elam scholarship; dr. Julie Hill received the sorey International travel award.
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(university advancement)>>>

UT Martin aspired to be one of only 135 campuses in the world–
and one of only three in the state of Tennessee–to become an 
All-Steinway School and provide students in the Department 
of Music with the finest pianos in the industry. To receive All-Stein-
way School status, at least 90 percent of an institution’s pianos 
must be Steinway-designed pianos. UT Martin raised nearly 
$700,000 to purchase 25 upright pianos and two grand 
pianos to earn this great distinction.

ut martiN cErtifiED 
as aN officiaL 

aLL-stEiNWay schooL

recalls the Courage to Be the first
Celebration

thth

Story by Bud Grimes

 Ms. Beverly Polk Echols (left) at the registrar’s counter, 1963. UT Martin photo archives.
Pictured at the Campaign (l-r): Tommy Edds, Steinway and Sons factory representative, Bill Blankenship, Dr. Elaine Harriss, Chancellor Tom Rakes and Dr. Lynn Alexan-
der; dr. Elaine Harriss plays one of the steinway pianos; Elwood doss, technical director and piano technician in the department of Music, tunes the pianos; steinway 
grand pianos.
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a college campus can be a 
lonely place. Just ask Jessie 
arnold pryor and Beverly 
polk Echols, two pioneers 

in the desegregation of the university 
of tennessee at martin. pryor, the first 
african american student to enroll 
at the university in 1961, and Echols, 
the first to graduate in June 1964, 
were honored sept. 15 for their cour-
age and places in history as ut martin 
joined the university of tennessee 
in observing the 50th anniversary of 
african american students enrolling 
in the university. 

the official celebration began 
sept. 14 with a dinner at the Duna-
gan alumni center and continued 
the next day with a city of martin 
proclamation, the dedication of unity 
circle and a photo gallery and recep-
tion in the Boling university center. 

all events honored pryor and Echols 
and recalled days that shaped today’s 
diverse campus. unity circle, located 
between the holt humanities Build-
ing and clement hall, will stand as a 
permanent reminder of the sacrifices 
made by both women. 

pryor, Echols and theotis robinson 
Jr., ut vice president for equity and 
diversity and among the first three 
black students to enroll in 1961 in 
ut undergraduate courses, met with 
students before the unity circle dedi-
cation to answer questions and tell 
their stories. “i just want to say how 
wonderful it is to be back here,” pryor 
told the group. “When i arrived on 
campus, yesterday, late, i saw so many 
afro-american students walking 
across campus, and of course in 1961 
when i came here, i was here for a 
whole year, and i was the only one on 

campus. she added, “i’m proud of the 
african american students who are 
here, and i’m proud of students who 
are white and any other race/national-
ity that are here, making this all work 
and having such a beautiful experi-
ence on this campus today.”

Echols said this was her first real 
campus visit since she left in 1964. 
she noted that many changes had 
happened over the years, and she 
and her daughter, carla riley, drove 
around just looking at the campus. 
“ … so i’m just happy to be back 
today,” she said. “and i want to say 
this. i didn’t ever think i would say 
that – that i’m happy to be back at 
ut martin, but i am.” 

one student expressed his gratitude 
to the honorees saying, “you paved the 
way for me to be here and for me to 
graduate with my degree.” respond-
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ing to the student’s question about 
their ut martin memories, Echols 
remembered a positive experience 
when a music teacher asked that class 
members travel to nearby paris to 
observe a music class, and she had no 
idea where paris was or how to get 
there. an older female student in the 
class came to her and said, “Beverly, 
you’re going to ride with us.” 

her sad memories included white 
students wanting to talk with her, but 
they wouldn’t do so in a group; they 
would talk with her from behind a 
bush or tree. or, when she was in the 
restroom with only one other person, 
that person would talk with her. she 
received support from her parents and 
family to persist and complete her 
degree, but she took a moment to talk 
about her father, a self-made business-
man. “i got a lot of encouragement 
from daddy that i could do it (earn 
her degree), and he would always talk 
about how he made it on his own, that 
i could do it here, too,” she said. “so, 
i’m very grateful to my father.”

Both women spoke briefly following 
the dedication of permanent benches 
in their honor at unity circle. Echols 
simply thanked those gathered for 
honoring her and for bringing her 
back to campus. pryor paid tribute 
to chancellor paul meek as she told 
the audience, “he was the first one 
to contact me and have me enrolled 
here, and he was the one who checked 
on me and encouraged me that first 
lonely year here all by myself.” she 
also recognized all african american 
students, faculty and staff who fol-
lowed her in later years, “ … because 
they have been the true shepherds 

of change and the reason we can cel-
ebrate today a rich, i would like to say, 
multicultural heritage here at utm.” 

about her experience at the 
university, she said, “i think all of us 
search for meaning and purpose in our 
lives from time to time, and i want to 
thank you today for giving meaning 
and purpose to a portion of my life 
that i sometimes questioned over the 
years, ‘Was it worth it?’ and i have to 
say to all of you today, and seeing this 
campus again and being here, ‘yes, it 
was worth it.’ standing here i am filled 
with hope for this university and all of 
you, and for the circle here.” 

as she closed, she expressed her 
vision for unity circle. “i am thinking 
that i would like to this be a place for 
solace for those who are troubled. i’d 
like for it to be a place for clarity of 
thought and decision when people are 
facing difficult decisions. 

“i would like to see it be a place for 
forgiveness when it’s needed. and i 
think a place where people come to 
mend broken relationships. i think i 
would like to see a place for people to 
come when they need strength and 
for people to come when they want 
to celebrate. i hope it will always be a 
place of harmony, peace and good-
will,” she said. fittingly, pryor took 
a final moment to recognize harold 
conner who attended the ceremony. 
conner, ut martin’s first african 
american administrator, was her high 
school principal and one who encour-
aged her to attend the martin campus. 
<<< 
For more information about the yearlong celebra-
tion, please visit us at www.utm.edu/departments/
achieve/. the website is titled “celebrating 50 
Years of African-American Achievement” and in-
cludes photos, a history and a listing of committee 
members who planned the related events. 

 Ms. Beverly Polk Echols and Ms. Jessie Arnold Pryor at the 50th Anniversary Celebration in September 2011. Ms. Jessie Arnold Pryor, 1963.

Clockwise from top: Mike Moss, immediate past president 
of the Ut alumni association, charles Houston, director of 
alumni programs for UT Knoxville, and Chancellor Rakes; 
Ms. Beverly Polk Echols with Harold Conner; the audience at 
the 50th dedication.



cody alcorn’s alarm clock shrieks every week-
day at 1:30 a.m.; within an hour he lets his dog 
out, irons his shirt, shaves and arrives at his desk 
at the foX carolina station in Greenville, s.c. 
he reads and writes news stories until 4:15 when 
it’s time to get dressed and do makeup. By 4:50 
he’s on the news desk. 5 a.m., it’s lights, camera 
and action for his 5-9 gig on the foX carolina 
morning News.

Jennifer horbelt’s day starts 12 hours later. 
she heads to work at WpsD Local 6 in paducah, 
Ky., at 1:30 p.m.; although, as a self-proclaimed 
workaholic, she’s usually in by noon. she’s on 
the news desk as an anchor for the evening 5, 6 
and 10 news segments. officially her shift ends 
at 10:30 p.m., but that doesn’t keep her from 
staying until 11:30 or midnight.

the bright lights, pressed shirts, makeup and 
warm smiles can mask the fast-paced, long, 
irregular hours that make up the wild ride that 
is the life of one in the broadcasting industry, 

but they also often conceal the dedication and 
passion that is required to survive in the highly 
competitive field.

alcorn and horbelt know this all too well. 
the two ut martin graduates have turned their 
instruction from the school’s communications 
department into still-growing success stories, and 
they will tell you it’s all for the love of the job.

“Every day is different. i like it. it’s an adrena-
line rush,” alcorn said.

alcorn was like most college students who 
graduated from college with a different major 
than with which they entered. the sikeston, 
mo., native started off with a concentration in 
accounting, after selecting ut martin to join its 
rodeo program.

“[accounting] that’s what i thought i wanted 
to do,” alcorn said, adding that he soon found 
it wasn’t a good fit, and a friend in communica-
tions suggested he give it a try. “i was like, ‘all 
right, why not?’ and that’s how i did it.”

A Tale of Two Anchors

Story by Casey Curlin
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horbelt also found success early in her career. 
at just 24 years old, she landed the coveted eve-
ning anchor position at position at WpsD, but 
not before tackling an internship in 2006 with 
News channel 3 in memphis and later working 
for WpsD as a reporter during her final semester 
at ut martin in 2007.

she is highly animated as she recalls the day 
she heard back about the reporting position.

“i checked their website and they happened to 
have a reporter opening,” she said, adding that 
she sent in application materials immediately 
and heard back from the station a few days later. 
“he (the news director) was like, ‘We’ve got 
your stuff here, we’d like to offer you the job.”

Ecstatic, she accepted and, along with a few 
gray hairs while managing work and school, 
gained invaluable reporting experience. 

“i really feel like, not only was it good for me, 
but it really showed them that i really cared,” 
horbelt said of what she calls ‘paying her dues’ 
in the beginning.

a year and a half later the female evening 
anchor announced her decision to leave WpsD, 
and horbelt immediately put in her resume 
for consideration. 

“i know i’m the dark horse candidate. i know 
i’m only 24 years old and this is market 80. i 
know that i’m probably not the first and fore-
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works on special projects that require research 
and reporting. his series on the 10 o’clock news, 
“inside the investigation,” takes a look at un-
solved homicide cases in the carolinas.

“i go in and i try to get new information, like 
a 911 tape, just something that people didn’t 
know or might have forgotten about … and try 
to just rebuild the case,” alcorn said. “a lot of 
times, in this time, you know the media forgets 
about it, but the family is still here and the loved 
one’s dead.”

alcorn added that the show works to gener-
ate a tip, which doesn’t always happen, but it 
helps the family to know that the story is still 
out there.

alcorn has also helped to create and develop 
foX carolina’s “town takeover” series, where 
the morning team hosts the morning show from 
a different town in the station’s coverage area.

“Basically it was a way to invite the communi-
ty out, put them on tv and show why this city 
is a great place to live, work or play,” he said.

alcorn’s resume also boasts a variety of 
awards, including a southeast Emmy award for 
outstanding achievement in television News 
Gathering Excellence “feature News report” for 
a feature about a 24-year-old woman who lost 
her state trooper husband in the line of duty and 
premature baby four months later.

“it makes you think about life,” alcorn said 
about broadcasting. “i see so many bad things 
and it makes you realize it could be a lot worse 
… you don’t take things for granted.”

he has also been awarded two associated 
press awards; one for a story on a major drug bust 
operation called rolling thunder, the other for 
work on an online prostitution series.

“from his junior year here at ut martin, 
cody planned out what he wanted to do and 
where he wanted to be. he had done very well 
in a short period of time and is limited only by 
his desire,” said Dr. richard robinson, assistant 
professor of communications.

News shows alcorn seated in a suit and flip flops with his 
three female co-anchors.

“it’s fun to be in that position where when people wake 
up, they turn you on to give them news, tell them what 
the weather’s like and to laugh a little bit. if you can make 
someone’s day a little better, start it off a little bit better, 
that’s an awesome feeling,” alcorn said.

Despite his morning show success, the reporter’s natural 
instinct to investigate and inform has not left. alcorn still 

.”
Cody Alcorn at FOX Carolina in Greenville, S.C.

“all right, why not?” turned into, “i’ve come to admit 
that i’m a news junkie,” as he is now quoted on foX 
carolina’s website.

an internship with cBs phoenix and a stint on Good 
morning West tennessee with WBBJ in Jackson eventually 
led to foX carolina where he worked as a reporter until 
2010 when the station revamped its morning show. they 
offered cody a spot on the morning a.m. slot.

a promotional image for the foX carolina morning 
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I would not be 
here if it wasn’t 
for the faculty at 
UT Martin. It’s a 
small school but 
if you want it bad 
enough, you’ve 
got the foundation 
there; you can go 
out and get it

–Cody Alcorn

“

.”



most choice, but i’d at least like the opportunity 
to audition. i think that i could really prove to 
you that i could do the job.” horbelt told the vice 
president of news when applying. “he’s like, ‘i 
wanted to tell you that we want you to audition.’”

horbelt was given a week on the evening 
news to prove her skills and was offered the job 
at the end of the audition.

the stars seemed to align for horbelt at 
WpsD. “if she had left six months before that 
i probably wouldn’t have been ready, and they 
probably wouldn’t have even looked at me seri-
ously for that job,” she said.

None of it was easy, but she says the struggles 
to get where she wanted to be paled in compari-
son to the greatest test of her life so far. Jennifer’s 
father passed away in 2009, just a month and a 
half after she landed the evening anchor job. 

With slightly red eyes horbelt described her 
father helping her move into a new apartment 

and bragging about her to employees at a local 
store two days before he passed.

“What was crazy about that was i had just 
gotten that job, and they had just lost their 
main evening anchor who everybody loved, and 
November is ratings month. people don’t take 
vacations and don’t take off days during ratings 
months,” she said. “But they were wonderful to 
me. they let me take off almost two full weeks.”
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an evening news anchor seat may be what 
most strive for in the news business, but for 
horbelt, reporting is the most rewarding. in 
December she left WpsD for a reporting and 
morning show position at NBc affiliate, Koaa, 
in colorado springs, colo. she hopes it will 
eventually lead to a position at NBc affiliate, 
Kusa, in Denver.

Listening to her talk about her most memo-
rable stories, it would seem she made a good 
decision to return to reporting.

“i really love anchoring, but reporting is my 
passion. i love talking to people, and i love writ-
ing stories and telling those stories,” horbelt said.

in 2009, a freak ice storm swept across the 
state of Kentucky covering trees and power lines 
in ice so heavy they buckled under the weight. 
it left hundreds of thousands of people in 
WpsD’s coverage area without power, many 
for over a week. many viewers couldn’t watch 
WpsD , because they had no power. at the 
time, WpsD still had its fm radio signal,  
allowing viewers across the area to get vital 
information from the station. 

a compilation of the team’s storm coverage 
won them an Emmy nomination.

“my goal is to win an Emmy at some point,” 
horbelt said, laughing about her jealousy of 
alcorn’s Emmy win.

the laughing stopped and her demeanor be-
came more serious as she recalled her emotional, 
second most memorable story; that of a calvert 
city, Ky., man whose local classified ad selling 
an expensive crossbow read, “please buy this so i 
can keep my phone on.”

When horbelt approached the man and his 
family she found that he had been laid off from 
a factory job, the family had been selling most of 
their household appliances and had received a 
foreclosure notice that same day.

“We convinced them to talk to us, and it 
was extremely emotional,” she said, appearing 
to hold back some emotion herself. “What was 

I really love 
anchoring, but 
reporting is my 
passion. I love 

talking to people 
and I love 

writing stories 
and telling 

those stories.”

“

–Jennifer Horbelt
cool about that story though is that 
he ended up getting a job out of that. 
somebody saw that story and ended 
up hiring him.”

“Jennifer horbelt is one of the 
top communications students i have 
worked with at ut martin, and there 
have been many great ones come 
through here,” robinson said. “When 
she first went to work at WpsD Local 6 
in paducah, Ky., i told another faculty 
member that she would absolutely 

Jennifer Horbelt at Ut Martin’s television studio.

energize that newsroom. from all indi-
cations, she did exactly that.”

in the course of their interviews, 
both horbelt and alcorn made a 
point to stop and commend the ut 
martin Department of communica-
tions for it’s role in the success they 
have been able to achieve.

“i would not be here if it wasn’t for 
the faculty at utm. it’s a small school 
but if you want it bad enough, you’ve 
got the foundation there; you can go 

out and get it,” alcorn said, adding 
that he has maintained relationships 
with robinson and rodney freed, 
instructor of communications.

“i talk to robinson all the time; i 
talk to freed all the time. they were 
very much mentors when i was in 
school. i think that they genuinely 
care about their students and want 
what’s best for them,” horbelt said, 
echoing alcorn. <<<
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Distinctive landscape architecture in 
ut martin’s quadrangle now honors 
equally distinctive service to the uni-
versity. hans (’87), anita (’89) and 
richa airee (’00) returned to campus 
oct. 8 for homecoming to honor 
their parents, Dr. s.K. and shashi, for 
46 and 26 years of service respectively 
to the university. an area east of the 
Joseph E. Johnson Engineering physi-
cal sciences Building features two 
benches, landscaping and a special 
brick design that resembles the center 
of the indian flag in recognition of 
the airees’ service and love for their 
homeland. 

Dr. airee has taught chemistry at 
ut martin for 46 years, while shashi 
worked for 26 years for the university’s 
office of housing. he continues to 
teach full time as a chemistry faculty 
member, while she is retired from 
the university. 

anita spoke for the family at the 
10:30 dedication ceremony that pre-
ceded the opening of Quad city. “We 
wanted to do something special,” ani-
ta said. “if anybody knows my parents, 
they know their love of india, and so 
we made this flier (handed out at the 
ceremony) which has a lot of quotes 
from their family from india who 
know about this day.” she credited ut 
martin alum John Watkins (utm ’88, 
utK ’90) and charley Deal (’92, ’96) 
for the design and for giving it life. 
John is landscape designer at rolling 
hills Landscaping in clarksville and 
charley is assistant vice chancellor for 
alumni relations. the design resembles 
the “charkha” or “spinning wheel,” a 
symbol of the indian freedom move-
ment.

the event completely surprised 
the airees. “it’s overwhelming, and 
i’m blessed … just really blessed,” Dr. 

airee said after the ceremony. shashi 
added, “Even with them (the chil-
dren) here on campus, still we didn’t 
know that was going on. they kept so 
secret, and it was a big surprise.”

recalling his arrival in June 1965, 
Dr. airee said, “i fell in love with this 
place the very first day i came. i saw 
that building (Johnson Eps Building) 
… i knew this (was) the place for me.” 
he credited working with students 
and his love for chemistry as contribu-
tors to his longevity and enthusiasm 
for teaching. he has taught countless 
students, and many stay in touch. on 
this day, he spotted mike phebus (’67) 
in the crowd, who was among airee’s 
first ut martin chemistry students. 
phebus heard about the dedication 
as he attended homecoming and a 
fraternity reunion.

a retired commercial banker with 
regions Bank in alabama, phebus, 

hoNorED for sErvicE
to ut martiN 

s.K. & shashi

airEE 
Story by Bud Grimes
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see more online
For the most up-to-date 
information, news and 
schedule of events, check 
out the alumni website at 
www.utmforever.com. 
now you can stay con-
nected, share news and 
photos and network all 
through utmforever.com.

The reAl deAl 31
Alumni noTes 32

spoTlighT 34
clAss noTes 38

in memorY 42

(the real deal)>>>

n e w S
alumni

i am often asked why i enjoy working in alumni 
relations. my answer is simple – the work is 
rewarding, refreshing and inspiring. as i began 
to develop an outline for this article, i found 
myself reflecting back on a very special person 
that came into my life because of my work with 
alumni. she and her husband both graduated 
from ut martin Branch in the mid-50s and 
traveled back to revisit the campus during the 
2006 Golden Grad reunion. they both had that 
gleam in their eye, just as i imagined they had 
in 1956. During the past six years, they both 
became very involved in our volunteer efforts by 
serving on different committees. my family was 
so excited when we were able to spend time with 
them in florida. 

one evening, later on after dinner, as we all 
walked through the street vendors and kid’s 
gaming area, mrs. roberta was smiling at all that 
was taking place around her. We finally said our 
goodbyes and hugged each other. then Bill took 
her hand, and they faded off into the wonderful 
florida sunset. a couple of weeks later, i received 
word that mrs. roberta had passed away quietly 
at her home. her legacy will live on forever at 
utm, just like the gleam in her eye. my family 
is lucky we were able to visit with roberta and 
Bill. had i known what would happen a few days 

later, i might have chosen my departing words 
a little differently. somehow, though, i think 
roberta knew what was in my heart. 

Don’t wait too long to say thank you to some-
one who means something to you. and don’t let 
too many years pass before you reconnect with 
your campus. there are so many ways you can 
help us, but we need to know you are willing. 
Just like roberta, your passion can make a dif-
ference at ut martin. Goodbye mrs. roberta 
Blankenship, you will be missed by all of your 
friends at utm!

Mrs. Roberta B. Blankenship (August 10, 2011) and Mr. William L. 
Blankenship at the launch celebration of the All-Steinway Campaign 
in October 2010.

who lives in mobile, was a chemistry 
major approaching graduation in 
fall 1966 and needing to complete 
a physical chemistry course and the 
related lab. the vietnam War was in 
progress, and phebus needed to gradu-
ate so that he could attend air force 
officer training school. Not graduat-
ing meant that he would be drafted 
into the u.s. army and become a 
ground soldier in vietnam within a 
year, he wrote in an email interview.

“although i was a chemistry major, 
and decent in the subject, physical 
chemistry was the hardest course i 
ever took, and i was struggling,” he 
wrote. “Being my major, of course i 
needed to make at least a c.” remem-
bering that only a few people took 
the class, he recalled, “Dr. airee was 
wonderful. he gave me one-on-one 
help more than once, explaining the 
subject matter in a way i could some-
what understand. 

“same goes for the lab. With his 
extra help, i was able to get through 
the class and graduate in December, 
although my diploma says June 1967.” 

making this reunion even more spe-
cial was what happened when airee 
saw his former student. “When i spoke 
to Dr. airee, he immediately recog-
nized me as a student,” phebus said. 
“amazing after 45 years.”

Dr. airee’s concern for mike phebus 
has been replicated many times during 
airee’s career, both in the classroom 
and beyond. outside of his teaching 
duties, he started the first statewide 
high school science Bowl and has 
led the ut martin student members 
of the american chemical society 
chapter to 30 outstanding ratings and 
10 Green chapter designations, the 
most in the nation. he also developed 
the chemistry merit Badge clinic 
and mentors students in innovative 
activities Grants. 

Besides making possible the special 
place in the quadrangle, the airee 
children also created an endowment 
in their parents’ honor for chemistry 
students living in university housing. 
contributions to the endowment can 
at made at www.utmforever.com. <<< 

 
Editor’s Note: Additional background information 
for this story came from the dedication program 
written and prepared by the airee children.

dr. airee is pictured with his wife and three children, richa, of Huntsville, ala.; Hans, of durham, n.c.; and 
Anita, of Knoxville, who created the endowment.

Clockwise from top: Shashi Airee; Chancellor Rakes and Dr. 
Airee; Mike Phebus (right) greets Dr. S.K. Airee at the Home-
coming dedication as Airee’s son, Hans, looks on.
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februArY 11     
BAskeTBAll ReUnion Weekend

februArY 28 -  mArch 3
oVC ToURnAMenT eVenTs

 
mArch 17         

AlUMni CoUnCil MeeTing

April 4             
YoUng AlUMni neTWoRk 

ReCepTion - MeMphis

April 12-14      
UTM College Rodeo

April 13-14      
UT deVelopMenT 
CoUnCil MeeTing

April 16-17      
golden gRAd ReUnion

April 25           
gRAnd FinAle CeleBRATion 

And senioR WAlk

mAY 5              
CoMMenCeMenT

(alumni notes)>>>
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ut martin is grateful to the following alumni for their service to the university 
by serving on the utm alumni council. Nominations for the 2011-12 council 
year are under way. if you would like to serve your alma mater in this capacity, 

please visit www.utmforever.com for volunteer information. 

blAcK Alumni recepTion in memphis>>>   
Over 140 alumni gathered in Memphis on Saturday, Sept. 3, to 
celebrate African-American achievements. Pictured are UTM 
alumni who served as hosts for the event at the Germantown 
Performing Arts Center. 

Alumni at UT Martin all share a special bond. We have more than 
39,000 alumni all over the world. It is our goal at the UT Alumni 
Association-Martin Office to help you stay connected and informed 
with all the great happenings here at UT Martin. We are pleased 
to start offering services and benefits just for you! We invite you 
to take advantage of these alumni benefits and rekindle your 
connection with your alma mater and classmates. Below you will 
find several worthy benefits that you can take advantage of when 
you return to campus. All alumni association benefits are available 
through the purchase of an alumni discount card. Check out how 
you can become an active alum by getting involved today! Below 
are some of the benefits we now offer to alumni:

• Membership cards ($5 cost, but needed for discounts/access)
• Library access
• Career counseling sessions 
• Discounts to participate in travel programs
• Alumni parking permits
• 10% discount at bookstore on alumni apparel
• Elam Center memberships (does not include access to the 
 Student Recreation Center)
• 10% athletic discounts on athletics season tickets 

Visit www.utmforever.com for more details. 

It’s good to be a
 ut martin Alum

2010-2011 uTm Alumni council 

presidenT
Pam Loos (‘93), Clarksville

vice presidenT
Victor Andrews (‘86), Franklin

immediATe pAsT presidenT
R. Lemoyne Robinson (‘93), Memphis

college of AgriculTure And Applied sciences
James “Jimmy” Bell (‘80), Clarksville

Glad Castellaw (‘72), Alamo
Julie Mayfield (‘06), Jackson

college of business And globAl sTudies
Beau Pemberton (‘05), Martin

college of educATion And behAviorAl sciences
Whitney Griffin, (‘04), Nashville

Claudia Maness (‘77), Union City
Betsy Robinson (‘78, ‘84), Sharon

college of engineering And nATurAl sciences
Casey Bevis (‘03), Savannah

Ryan McDaniel (‘03), Arlington
David Sudberry (‘02), Martin

college of humAniTies And fine ArTs
James Orr (‘07), Whiteville

Whitney Sullivan (‘08), Jackson
Jordan Tinkle (‘07), Antioch

represenTATive-AT-lArge
Pamela Bartholomew (‘06), Decaturville

Celia Jordan (‘82), Jackson
Wendy Puckett (‘98, ‘00), Dukedom
Emily Anne Sparks (‘08) Union City

<<<(snapshots) 

Pictured with Chancellor Rakes from left to right are: 
Mr. Mike Moss (’63), immediate past president of the 
UT Alumni Association; Pam Loos (’93), president of the 
UTM Alumni Council; and Charley Deal (’92), assistant 
vice chancellor for alumni relations and annual giving.  
Mr. Moss was the keynote speaker during the 2011 
Legacy Luncheon.

Select West Tennessee juniors and seniors were invited 
to the university’s risingstar Leadership summit spon-
sored by the weststar Leadership program. selection 
was based on leadership and academic achievements. 
the group represented 14 counties and spent two days 
on campus with faculty and guest speakers, learning 
how they can make West Tennessee a better place in 
which to live.
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Jim bYford receives Top 
AnnuAl AwArd AT seAfwA 
conference>>> Dr. Jim Byford, 
dean emeritus, uT martin college 
of Agriculture and Applied 
sciences, accepts the Clarence W. 
Watson Award from Ed Carter, executive 
director, Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency. The presentation came during 
the 65th annual conference of the 
Southeastern Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies, hosted by the TWRA 
Oct. 22-26 in Nashville. The award is the 
most prestigious given by SEAFWA and is 
presented to the career individual who, in 
the opinion of the award committee, has 
made the greatest contribution to wildlife 
or fish conservation during the previous 
year or years. Byford retired as dean of 
the College of Agriculture and Applied 
Sciences and professor of wildlife biology 
in December 2009. 

Former UT Martin linebacker, ron 
roberts (‘89), was introduced as the 
Southeastern Louisiana new head football 
coach on Monday, Dec. 19, 2011.

Roberts had been the head coach at 
Delta State the past five seasons, guiding 
the Statesmen to a 47-16 record and four 
Division II playoff appearances, including a 
championship game appearance in 2010.

Roberts served as defensive coordinator 
at Delta State, Texas State and Tusculum.

The silversTein fAmilY is TAKing fAmilY AdvenTures To A 
whole new level>>>  The Silverstein family is taking family adventures to a 
whole new level. In February 2011, Mark, Sarah and their children Elizabeth, 5, and 
Michael, 3, began a blog documenting their upcoming adventures at sea. The family 
bought a boat, an Antares 44i, and is setting sail to travel around South America.

After spending 18 years in the human resources and technology field, Mark Silver-
stein was ready for something new. So, he decided to take a sabbatical in order to 
spend more time with his family. His wife, Sarah, is a certified teacher and graduate of 
UT Martin. She will be homeschooling, or “boat schooling,” her children as they sail 
together in Brazil, the Caribbean and beyond.

Sarah said, “The teaching degree and instruction that I received from UT Martin 
have given me the confidence to homeschool my children while we are traveling.” She 
added, “I feel much better equipped to be successful in assessing, planning and teach-
ing with the experience and information that my college education provided.”

The travel experiences will allow Mark and Sarah to teach Elizabeth and Michael 
about different cultures and languages first hand. Sarah said, “There are some 
things that I miss about the traditional classroom such as smart boards, learning 
centers and cooperative group learning, but the benefits of learning a new language, 
experiencing a new culture and opening our children’s eyes to a larger world far 
outweigh the costs.”

To follow the sailing adventures of the Silverstein family, check out their blog at  
www.svfieldtrip.blogspot.com.

(spotlight on alums)>>>

corporATe finAnce brings 
mbA progrAm grAduATes 
TogeTher>>> miriam gillespie 
was called to the stage Dec. 10 in Watkins 
Auditorium at the University of Tennessee 
at Martin to receive an award. Instead, she 
received a surprise marriage proposal from 
John ciesliga, a member of the 2011 
class who later that morning received his 
master of business administration degree 
during the university’s December com-
mencement exercises. 

The pre-commencement ceremony that 
honored the university’s MBA students be-
came a celebration for two people, living 
in Memphis, who met while pursuing their 
online graduate degrees. 

“We met during an online class – 
corporate finance,” John said, who earned 
his undergraduate degree from Davenport 
University’s Detroit College of Business in 
Michigan. “She worked at Morgan Keegan. 
I worked at AutoZone, both on Front 
Street, downtown Memphis, and I’d seen 
on her Facebook profile that she worked 

just down the street from me, and I asked 
her if she wanted to study one night for 
corporate finance.” 

A Mud Island restaurant – not a class-
room – provided the setting for their first 
face-to-face meeting, and in John’s words, 
“the rest is history.” 

Miriam earned her UT Martin under-
graduate degree in 2007, and almost a 
year ago in the same setting, she received 
her MBA. She was in the first student 
cohort to graduate from the university with 
an MBA degree offered online and de-
signed primarily for banking and financial 
services professionals.   

Knowing that Miriam would attend the 
special ceremony for MBA students before 
commencement exercises, John saw this as 
the perfect opportunity to ask Miriam to 
marry him. But he needed some assis-
tance, and College of Business and Global 
Affairs faculty members were pleased to 
help. After all graduating students were 
recognized, Dr. Kevin Hammond, also the 
MBA program coordinator, called John 

back to the stage to present an “award” 
to Miriam for her persistence in earning 
her MBA degree. 

John showed the framed “award” to 
the crowd, which read, “Will you marry 
me?” Then, he turned, showed his framed 
proposal to Miriam, dropped to one 
knee and proposed. Miriam accepted, 
and an unsuspecting audience that 
included members of both families, 
applauded its approval. 

“The only one (family member) that 
knew was the father (Miriam’s dad), 
because I had to ask his permission,” 
 John said.

John Ciesliga and Miriam Gillespie’s 
future together began with an online busi-
ness course, and neither discounted the 
bonding power of good academic material. 

“Corporate finance is a great topic to 
fall in love over,” John said. 

“And cohort one and cohort two’s kids 
are definitely going to UT Martin,” Miriam 
added with a grin.
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Jerrie conleY is new Agr 
housemoTher>>> Jerrie Anne 
Conley (’66, ’86) of Martin is the 
new housemother for the Alpha Gamma 
Rho Fraternity.  

 “Mom Conley“ was raised in Trimble, 
attended UT Martin and taught elemen-

tary school until her retirement from the Weakley County School 
System. She also supervised student teachers and worked with the 
kindergarten practicum class.

As AGR housemother, she wants the chapter to expand its role 
in the community.  “Alpha Gamma Rho has always been a giving 
fraternity, and as housemother I would like to see them continue to 
grow this even more,” she said.

“We, as the undergraduate chapter, are very excited about the 
upcoming opportunities we have with Mom Conley,” said Andy 
Zarecor, AGR Noble Ruler. “She has come to the house with 
enthusiasm and excitement, and we look forward to many suc-
cesses together.”

melinda solmon (‘77), the Roy Paul 
Daniels Professor in the LSU College of 
Education, has been named chair of the 
college’s Department of Kinesiology. 
Solmon has served as interim chair since 
January 2011.

Solmon has received numerous honors 
and awards for her work in kinesiology. 

In 2010 alone, she received the Curriculum and Instruction Honor 
Award from the National Association for Physical Education and 
Sport, the H. M. “Hub” Cotton Award for Faculty Excellence from 
the LSU Office of Academic Affairs and the Distinguished Faculty 
Research Award from the LSU College of Education.

She is currently president-elect of the Research Consortium of 
the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation 
and Dance, or AAHPERD. 

Solmon earned a bachelor’s degree in physical education from 
the UT Martin in 1977, a master’s degree in physical education 
from LSU in 1979 and a Ph.D. in kinesiology from LSU in 1991.

JimmY And piper bell hosT Alumni recepTion 
in clArKsville>>> Jimmy Bell (’80) was raised on a 
Clarksville farm, so when the time came to choose a college, the 
idea of going to a large campus was daunting. A family friend’s 
son graduated from UT Martin and suggested it to Jimmy, who 
later earned an agriculture business degree and made lifetime 
friends, all part of his own UT Martin experience.

He and his wife, Piper, generously opened their Clarksville home 
Aug. 4 for an alumni reception that welcomed current and pro-
spective students and university alumni who live in Montgomery 
County. Jimmy talked about his UT Martin memories and encour-
aged others to consider attending. 

Jimmy remembered when he and his parents first visited the 
campus and “fell in love with it.” Making his own experience even 
more personal, he remembered, “I spent countless evenings at 
the dining room table of my professors studying for exams,” he 
said. “Professors had open-door policies where if you’re between 
classes, you could just go in their office and hang out with them. 
“And not only did they teach us the subject matter, but also a 
number of the professors would take interest in you as an indi-
vidual and take you out and teach you social skills and life 
lessons at the same time that ultimately prepared you for the 
business world.” 

Jimmy was also impressed with how faculty members helped 
to connect students with the business world after graduation. 
“Many of the professors on campus actively sought out companies 
to come and recruit at UT Martin, which is something that friends 
of mine that went to other universities, they never had that type 
of opportunity.”

Alums AT sT. Jude>>> UT Martin alums who work for St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis gathered for a photo 
during a November visit to the hospital by the Skyhawk soccer 
team. The team was in Memphis for its first-ever appearance in 
the NCAA Soccer Tournament on Nov. 12. Pictured (l to r) are 
Michael Abney (’07), Jennifer Abney (’02), Tom Wride 
(’01), Christopher Pitts (’94), Emily Miller Land (’05) 
and scott hinshelwood (’97). Not pictured is Ashley Myatt 
landrum (’09). 

(spotlight on alums)>>>

daniel morris (‘11) of Bradford, may be a young alumnus of 
the University of Tennessee at Martin, but he has knowledge and 
experience beyond his years. With a family background in agricul-
ture, several internships and an ambitious personality, Daniel had 
no trouble obtaining his position as grain merchandiser at Archer 
Daniels Midland Company (ADM). 

Upon finishing his degree in May 2011, Daniel was accepted 
last fall into the Master’s of Science in Agriculture and Natural 
Resources with a concentration in agribusiness and risk manage-
ment. He chose UT Martin for his graduate work because the 
program is online and offers a concentration in risk management, 
which is of rising interest in the agribusiness world. In fact, Daniel 
helps manage risk in his job with ADM. He says, “By offering vari-
ous types of contracts and marketing solutions for them [farmers], 
we help them manage their risk.”

Daniel appreciates the help, encouragement and opportunities 
he received while attending UT Martin. Daniel said, “We live in a 
rural community, a rural area. It’s a blessing to have this university 
here that is that focused around agriculture.”

After graduation, Jimmy worked for Monsanto and stayed with 
the company four years before returning home to enter a farming 
partnership with his father, James W. Bell. Among his fondest UT 
Martin memories are the friends he made as a member of Alpha 
Gamma Rho Fraternity, as well as “the opportunity to truly become 
friends with professors” who influenced his academic experience. 
He was reunited with one of those faculty friends in 2011 when 
Dr. Rodney Thomsen, professor emeritus of agricultural economics, 
came to Jimmy’s Clarksville home for a visit. 

Jimmy and Piper, an art teacher at Clarksville Academy, regularly 
welcome visitors to their home. Hosting the UT Martin reception 
was particularly special for Jimmy. “This was just a fantastic way of 
being able to give back, to bring in students, prospective students, 
and share the excitement for the university with them,” he said.
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Please fill out the information below and mail it to us or go to utmforever.com and let us 
know what you have been up to or update your address if it has changed.

Full Name (include maiden name, if applicable): ___________________________________________

Years Attended:  ___________  through  __________ School/College of: ____________________

Degree(s):  ______________________ Major:  _______________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________ City/State/Zip: _____________________

Home Phone:  _______________________ Business Phone: ____________________________

Occupation:  ________________________ Business Name or Employer: ___________________

Business Address:  _____________________________ City/State/Zip: _____________________

Your Email Address:  ____________________________________________________________

Would you like your Email address published in Campus Scene? Yes q No q

Full Name of Spouse:  ___________________________________________________________

Did your spouse attend UT Martin? Yes q No q

Years Attended:  ___________  through  __________ School/College of:  ____________________

Degree(s):  ______________________ Major:  _______________________________________

Occupation:  ________________________ Business Name of Employer:  ___________________

Business Address:  _____________________________ City/State/Zip: _____________________

Spouse’s Email Address:  _________________________________________________________

Names and Ages of Children:______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Additional News (honors, promotions, etc.):  ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

List your current hobbies:  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Would you consider taking an active leadership role in UT Martin alumni activities? Yes q No q

Would you like this information published in Campus Scene? Yes q No q

If you know anyone who may be interested in UT Martin and is a high school junior or senior, please give 

us his or her name and address.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Enclose a recent color headshot photo, if possible. No low-resolution digital photos, please! Photographs cannot be 
returned to you. Every effort will be made to use all color headshots submitted. However, space considerations and/or 
photo quality may prevent us from using submitted photos in some instances.

Fill out, clip and return this form to: 
UT Alumni Association – Martin Office
Dunagan Alumni Center
1900 Alumni Way
Martin, TN 38238
alumni@utm.edu
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(class notes)>>> (we want to know)>>> 

1947
Harold Thomas Spikes (‘47) is 
currently retired and living in Martin.
He has worked as a federal civil service 
administrative officer, for the Tennessee 
Cigar Company as a packing foreman, has 
owned the H&F School of SVC, and for 
the State of Tennessee as a sanitarian. He 
attended Tulane University from 1944-
1945, California Polytech Institute in 1945, 
Iowa University in 1945, and the U.S. Army 
Engineer School from 1980-1989. He is 
the president of Martin’s Lions Club, the 
Commander of the American Legion, the 
Commander of the Tennessee Defense 
Force, and was a member of the Weakley 
County Court. His hobbies include fishing 
and photography. He has three children. 
Email: haroldspikes@live.com

1958
William P. Malloy (’58) currently lives 
in Chicago, Ill. He has two children, Jen-
nifer Quinlan, 44, and Catherine Alloy, 2. 
Email: rambleru12@gmail.com

1962
Tony Austin (‘62) one of the originat-
ing members of Pi Kappa Alpha, lives in 
Nashville. He retired from a 35-year career 
as a teacher and coach with the Metro 
Nashville school system. While at UTM, 
he became the first four-year letterman in 
baseball, hitting .320. He was the MVP of 
his sophomore year.

1963
wilbur edmiston (‘63) is the founder of 
the Wilbur and Peggy Edmiston Walk-on 
Endowed Scholarship.  
 

darrel smith (‘63) served as a fighter 
pilot in the Vietnam War and has since 
retired as a pilot for Northwest Airlines. He 
and his wife, Glenda, live in Rapid City, S.D. 

1964
romeo duncan (‘64) recieved his 
master’s from the University of Memphis 
in 1966. 

1974
Timothy W. Crigger (‘74) and his wife, 
Lana L. Crigger, live in Memphis. Both are 
retired teachers. Timothy retired from a 37-
year career teaching in Weakley, Crockett 
and Shelby counties. He won the Walmart 
Regional Teacher of the Year Award in 
2006. He loves golfing and writing. 

1977
Gregg Cosby (’77) was an education 
major and now lives in Gleason. Email: 
cosby_gregg@yahoo.com

1979
Dr. Buddy Bibb (‘79) became the 
director of schools for Tipton County on 
July 1, 2011. 

pamela f. fizer (‘79) and her husband, 
Charles, live in Nashville. Pamela is a 
musician/songwriter for The Fizer Factor 
Freelance Home Studio. She is the 2000 
Black Hall of Fame Inductee, has won the 
Memphis Legend Award, and is an Honor-
ary Memphis City Council member. She 
and her husband have five children. 

Alums eArn Top high school AgriculTure TeAcher 
AwArds>>> Bill Newsom (’76) (pictured left, center) of Munford and Chuck 
Flowers (’78) (pictured right, center) of Jackson have at least three things in common. 
They both earned UT Martin degrees, both are outstanding high school agriculture 
teachers, and both earned outstanding teaching awards from the National Associa-
tion of Agricultural Educators. 

Newsom, who teaches at Munford High School, received the NAAE Outstand-
ing Teaching Award in December 2010, and Flowers, who teaches at Liberty High 
School, received the organization’s Teacher Mentor Award in November 2011. 
Each was among only six educators selected for recognition nationwide for each 
award year. 

The success of Newsom’s students is thanks in large part to the strong partner-
ships he’s been able to cultivate with individuals and businesses in the community. 
Alumni members, agents from the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, USDA Farm 
Service Agency branches and UT Martin are all examples of those groups that have 
contributed to further learning for students.

“His sincere interest in agriculture and students is why he is loved by our col-
leagues across the state of Tennessee,” Ann Turner Johnson, fellow agriculture 
teacher at Munford High School, said. “Bill Newsom (who has taught for 35 years) 
is known from one end of our state to the other because of his proven success and 
dedication to agriculture education.”

 The FFA chapter at Liberty has been ranked in the top-10 of FFA chapters in West 
Tennessee each year since it opened in 2003. The program was also selected in 
2008-09 as Outstanding Agriculture Program for Tennessee.  

Flowers is always willing to share any advice with community members, current 
students or fellow teachers. During his 32-year career he has mentored numerous 
student teachers, five of whom currently have their own agriculture programs 
in Tennessee.       

“Chuck is an excellent role model and leader.  He has changed the face of FFA in 
our county making it more productive,” says Teresa Crouse, co-teacher at Liberty 
High School.  “Chuck is a very motivated, dedicated and confident man and advisor.”

the naaE mission is “professionals providing agricultural education for the global community 
through visionary leadership, advocacy and service.”  The NAAE office is located in Lexington, Ky. 
(Information and quotes courtesy of the NAAE.)
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(class notes)>>>

1980
Dave Bell (‘80) became director, Office 
of Security, U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion, on June 6, 2011. He is responsible 
for the nearly 100,000 employees and 
contractors in the DOT. He lives in  
Arlington, Va.

1981
donna (wolf) wilburn (’81), of 
Antioch, majored in early childhood educa-
tion and is now the principal of Bellshire 
Elementary Design Center in Nashville. 
Email: donna-wilburn@comcast.net

1983
dr. suzzette shaw goldmon (‘83, 
’84) earned her doctorate degree in hos-
pitality administration from the Oklahoma 
State University College of Environmental 
Sciences. Dr. Goldmon is presently a fac-
ulty member at the Art Institute of Raleigh-
Durham where she teaches in the Bachelor 
of Arts Culinary Program. She is an avid UT 
Martin supporter and was thrilled to meet 
and join the Skyhawk women’s basketball 
team during their first trip to the NCAA 
Tournament last March in Durham, N.C. 
She has taught at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
Central University and North Carolina State 
University. A native of Brownsville, she 
resides in Durham with her husband, Dr. 
Moses V. Goldmon, a University of Tennes-
see at Knoxville graduate.

dr. daniel r. miller m.d. fmfp (‘83) 
and his wife, Karla Adams Miller, live in 
Clarksville. Dr. Miller works for Premier 
Medical Group as a family medicine physi-
cian. He is a member of the Fellow Ameri-
can Academy of Family Physicians and the 

AOA Honors Medical Society. He has won 
several awards including military honors, 
the Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, 
the Army Achievement Medal, the Na-
tional Defense Service Ribbon, the United 
Nations Service Medal, the USUHS Service 
Medal, the Kosovo Campaign Medal, 
the Iraqi Campaign Medal, the Combat 
Medic Badge, the Expert Infantry Badge, 
and the Expert Combat Medics Badge. He 
and his wife have three children. Email: 
drdan412063@yahoo.com

1988
Rev. Sky McCracken (‘88) lives in 
Paducah, Ky., with his wife, Liz Lowe 
McCracken. He is the United Methodist 
minister. The McCrackens have a daughter, 
Sarah 18. He enjoys motorcycling and of-
ficiating high school sports. 

1989
emanuel mcneil (’89) majored in 
criminal justice. He now resides in Hous-
ton, Texas. Email: 92mcneil@gmail.com

Sandra (Miles) Pryor (’89), of Mem-
phis, was a criminal justice major and is 
now an investigator for the Shelby County 
Division of Corrections. Her husband, 
Michael, is a sergeant with the Shelby 
County Sheriff’s Office. The couple has 
two children, Christopher Charles Hollins 
Jr., 18, and Corey Coshun Hollins, 17. 
Email: sandrapryor@shelbycountytn.gov

1991
loren r. burden (‘91) lives in Midvale, 
Utah, with her four-year-old child, Sierra. 
She loves skiing and motorcycle trips. 
Email: lorenb@alpineps.com

1992
Jason Overby (‘92) recently published 
a second general chemistry textbook (in 
collaboration with Julia Burdge) entitled 
“Chemistry: Atoms First.” This book in 
its first edition has become the market 
leader for atoms-first texts. Jason lives in 
Charleston, S.C. Email: overbyj@gmail.
com.

Monica Reese Shumake (‘92) lives 
in Martin with her two children Caleb, 17, 
and Hayley, 11. She is currently the general 
manager and CEO of WLJT-DT. She loves 
reading, watching sports, boating and her 
children. Email: mshumake@wljt.org

1993
michelle l. (christlieb) ladd (’93) 
lives in Union City with her husband, 
Steven T. Ladd (’97). Michelle was a 
criminal justice major and is now a parole 
officer and office manager for the State of 
Tennessee Board of Probation and Parole. 
Steven majored in business management 
and works in the tuber department at 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber. The Ladds have 
two children, Shelby Lyn, 16, and Brady 
Steven, 12. Email: michelle.ladd@tn.gov

1995
Dr. Julie Lumpkins Basler (‘95) On 
August 9, 2011, the Accrediting Com-
mission of Career Schools and Col-
leges (ACCSC) near Washington, D.C., 
announced that Dr. Julie Lumpkins Basler 
was selected as the 2011 Education Spe-
cialist Volunteer of the Year recipient.  This 
prestigious national award, selected by the 
commission staff, recognizes a volunteer 
from the membership who has made a 
significant contribution to career education 

and the ACCSC community through his or 
her dedication to the accrediting process. 
Dr. Basler serves as an education specialist 
for the commission, an accreditation site 
visitor and on one of the commission’s 
degree committees. She was honored at 
an awards reception in Long Beach, Calif., 
in mid-September. Dr. Basler currently 
serves as vice president of academic affairs 
at Platt College in Aurora, Colo., where 
she is the chief academic officer oversee-
ing regulatory compliance, institutional 
and programmatic accreditations, program 
and outcomes assessment and strategic 
planning initiatives. Prior to her current 
position at Platt College, Dr. Basler was an 
associate professor of English and speech 
communications and the coordinator of 
fine arts at Columbia State Community 
College in Columbia. She resides outside of 
Denver with her husband, Steve, and their 
two daughters.
                      
robbie d. peppers (’95) lives in 
Rogersville. He majored in human environ-
mental sciences and is now an extension 
agent for the University of Tennessee 
Agricultural Extension Service. Email: 
RDPeppers@live.com

1998
Angela dee phifer (‘98), of Lewisburg, 
has been lovingly teaching at Lewisburg 
Middle School for 11 years, and she is cur-
rently the cheerleader sponsor and athletic 
director for the school.

1999
Courtney (King) Ferris (’99) and her 
husband Andrew w. ferris (’00) live 
in Robinson, Ill., with their four children: 
Abigail Elizabeth, 11, Evan Thomas and 

Emily Margaret, both 6, and Owen Wil-
liam, 2. Courtney majored in English and 
is now a stay-at-home mom, and Andrew 
was a grounds management major and 
is now the golf course superintendent at 
the Quail Creek Country Club. Courtney’s 
email: courtkferris@yahoo.com. Andrew’s 
email: aferris15@yahoo.com

Theresa dichiara grisham (‘99) 
and her husband, Brian Grisham, live 
in Nashville. She is currently a program 
manager for the Office of Criminal Justice 
Programs. She has four years experience as 
the deputy sheriff, eight years of experi-
ence with the juvenile court and four years 
of experience with the Tennessee Supreme 
Court. She loves reading, hiking and 
attending football games. Email: there-
sagrisham@tn.gov

2001
william chad hodge (‘01) and his wife 
Amie marie hodge (‘98) live in Paris. 
William splits his time between his job 
with the Murray-Calloway County Hospital 
as a medical lab technologist, his position 
as a chemistry teacher at Henry County 
high school and as the defensive coordina-
tor for the Dresden High School football 
team. When he’s not working, he loves to 
spend time with his family, exercise and 
prepare for Friday night football games. 
Email: hodgec2@tennk12.net

2006
eric fuqua (‘06) graduated cum laude 
from Baylor University School of Law in 
Waco, Texas, in 2011. He has since served 
on the board of the Baylor Law Review 
and is currently an attorney in Clarksville. 
He lives with his wife, Jessica fuqua 

(‘08), and their child, Locke Fuqua. Email: 
efuqua@charter.net

2007
William J. Taylor (’07) and his wife, 
Megan (Hammons) Taylor (’10) 
reside in McKenzie. William teaches 
mathematics at McKenzie High School 
while Megan teaches first grade at McK-
enzie Elementary School. Email: taylorj6@
k12tn.net.

2010
Bryant Q. Nall (’10), of Antioch, is a 
college mentor coach at Oasis College 
Connection. While attending UT Martin, 
Nall was awarded the Scholastic Salute 
Award from the Eta Xi Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Nall was a 
theatre major and graduated with honors. 
Email: bryantqnall@gmail.com.
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sions without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, pregnancy, marital 
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Dr. Cindy Turner Dedmon of Tusca-
loosa, Ala., died Aug. 22, 2011, at DCH 
Regional Medical Center. She was a physi-
cian specializing in family practice and 
obstetrics. She received her chemistry de-
gree from UT Martin, her medical degree 
from the UT Health Science Center and 
completed her internship, residency and 
fellowship with the University of Alabama 
College of Medicine. She also served as a 
captain in the U.S. Army Medical Corps.  
(Courtesy Tuscaloosa News)

sarah Alexander died Sept. 4, 2011, in 
Martin. She was a retired teacher at Martin 
Elementary School. She was a graduate of 
Waynesboro High School and UT Martin 
and a member of First Baptist Church in 
Martin. (Courtesy Murphy Funeral Home)

Roberta Blankenship of Sandestin, 
Fla., died Aug. 10, 2011. She and her hus-
band, Bill, were most recently chairpersons 
for UT Martin’s successful campaign to be-
come an All-Steinway School (see related 
story in this issue of Campus Scene). 

Steve Wilkerson, 54, of Macon, Ga., 
died Nov. 5, 2011. He was a graduate of 
South Fulton High School and UT Martin. 
He was the director of sales for WMGT-TV 
in Macon. (Courtesy The Paducah Sun)

Casey Cameron 
dunagan died 
Nov. 30, 2011, in 
Fairfax, Va., after a 
brief illness. Visita-
tion was held Dec. 

9 at UT Martin’s Dunagan Alumni Center, 
followed by funeral services Dec. 10 at 
First United Methodist Church in Martin. 

He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth 
Bentley-Smith Dunagan and their son, Pat-
rick Thomas Dunagan; his parents, Dr. and 
Ms. Nick Dunagan of Martin; his brother, 
Dr. Stan Dunagan of Paris, and his wife, 
Stephanie; his sister, Tracy Vander Meeden 
of Jackson, Miss., and her husband, Brett; 
and his brother, Cody Dunagan of Flor-
ence, Ala., and his wife, Glenna. Casey 
was a 1995 graduate of Westview High 
School and a 2002 industrial engineering 
graduate of Mississippi State University. 
After graduation from MSU, he worked 
in Angola, Africa, for Schlumberger as an 
engineer on offshore oil rigs. Following his 
work in Africa, he enrolled at the Universi-
ty of Maryland and completed his master’s 
degree in 2008 in engineering and public 
policy. Upon graduation he received a 
Presidential Management Fellowship and 
was a program analyst for the Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental Enforcement in 
the Department of the Interior. He was a 
member of the Association of Energy Engi-
neers and Young Government Leaders. 

Dr. Robert H. Paynter of Paragould, 
Ark., died Oct. 16, 2011. He came to UT 
Martin in 1968 and during his time at the 
university held the positions of assistant 
to the chancellor, men’s athletics director, 
head basketball coach and associate pro-
fessor of education. His two most success-
ful seasons were the 1975-76 and 1976-77 
seasons when the Pacers competed for a 
Gulf South Conference Championship and 
a berth in the NCAA Division II tourna-
ment, falling short both years. He left UT 
Martin in 1980 to become head basketball 
coach at Paragould High School. In 2004 
he was the Lowell Manning award winner 
as the Coach of the Year in the state of 

Arkansas. Additionally that year, he was 
also named Coach of the Year by the 
National Federation of State High School 
Coaches Association. His combined record 
as a college and high school coach was 
903-515. (Courtesy Heath Funeral Home 
and UT Martin records)

Former UT Martin baseball player delmer 
mcneil of Dyersburg died Dec. 19, from 
injuries sustained in a house fire. McNeil 
played first base for head coach Bubba 
Cates and the Skyhawks in 2001. He 
played in 17 games and started in 14. He 
sported a .255 batting average and hit 
three doubles. McNeil transferred to UT 
Martin from Jackson State Community Col-
lege where he hit .332 with six home runs, 
19 doubles and 46 RBIs his sophomore 
season. He was 32 years old and is sur-
vived by his wife, Hannah; his son, Tripp; 
his parents Delmer and Anita McNeil; one 
brother, Trey; and one sister, Meagan.

Four-time Pro Bowl defensive tackle and 
UT Martin graduate Chester McGlock-
ton died Nov. 30, 2011. He was 42. 
McGlockton, who earned a Bachelor of 
University Studies degree, played 12 sea-
sons in the NFL for the Oakland Raiders, 
Denver Broncos, Kansas City Chiefs and 
New York Jets. He was drafted in the first 
round of the 1992 draft by the Raiders. 
The announcement of McGlockton’s death 
was made by Stanford University, where 
he was in his second season as a defen-
sive assistant. A native of Whiteville, N.C., 
McGlockton played collegiately for three 
seasons at Clemson. (The Associated Press 
contributed to this story.)

(in memory)>>>

<<<(one last thought)

Kelsey Sigman graduated in 2009 from UT Martin with a degree in finance. She quickly 
returned to her alma mater in pursuit of her master’s of education degree. As she prepares 
to graduate in May 2012, Kelsey reflects on her UT Martin experience.

sTudenT spoTlighT>>> Kelsey Sigman, Graduate Student

As an incoming freshman, it did not take long for me to fall in 
love with everything at UT Martin. The faculty and staff at UT 
Martin go above and beyond their job description. They genuinely 
care about the success of the students during college, but more 
importantly after college, which is why I chose to return to UTM 
to do my graduate work. I have formed close relationships with my 
professors that extend outside the classroom. In March, I will 
be presenting research at a national conference with Dr. 
Laura Brown, associate professor of health and human 
performance. Upon my graduation in May, I am 
excited to bring a little bit of the UT 
Martin spirit with me everywhere life 
takes me. I can’t imagine a life at any 
other university.

Union City, Tenn.
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For information about UT Martin’s graduate programs, 
please visit us at www.utm.edu/grad.php.
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