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ChanCellor’s 
C O R N E R Dr. Robert Smith, UT Martin Interim Chancellor

The University of Tennessee at Martin received verbal notice in December 2015 of the 
decision by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) to place the university on probation for the next 12 months pending corrective 
actions they wish us to address. 

In summary, the Commission Board of Trustees determined that we have not finished the 
documentation necessary to address five recommendations from its last campus visit. In specific 
terms, the university has not “closed the loop” on learning assessment. We know students 
receive an outstanding education at UT Martin as evidenced by regional and national rankings, 
successful graduates and positive contributions to the region’s economy. But, we must be more 
effective in proving that these outcomes are happening. 

The plan is to fulfill the requirements specified by SACSCOC and submit a progress report 
in early fall 2016. We anticipate an on-campus visit by the commission in the fall with an 
expectation of a new decision in December 2016 or earlier.  

In the meantime, here are some important facts related to this announcement:
• UT Martin is accredited and will remain accredited throughout this process. Current and 

future students are not at risk. Federal funding and student aid are not threatened. The 
quality of degrees granted has not changed.  

• In addition, all of our program-specific accreditations (business, communications, 
chemistry, dietetics, education, engineering, family and consumer sciences, music, 
nursing, social work and veterinary health technology) remain intact. 

• In all five recommendations, the issue is not with the quality of our education or 
degrees, but with our documentation of evidence of student and institutional outcomes 
and how we use this evidence to improve ourselves. This action results in a one-year 
opportunity for us to satisfy these concerns. We will use this time to both restore and 
enhance the quality of our academic programs – something we were doing anyway.

• We understand and appreciate the investment students and families have in a UT Martin 
education, and we remain fully committed to maintaining the high value of our degrees.

You can be assured we are giving this 100% of our attention. More than 200 faculty and staff 
members have already participated in daylong sessions working on our next report. Current and 
future generations of students will continue to proudly call UT Martin their alma mater.

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                

Dr. Robert M. Smith                              
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UT MARTIN REUNITES VANDERBILT FOSSIL COLLECTION, OWNS LARGEST IN TENNESSEE >>> UT Martin 
is the new owner of the Vanderbilt University fossil collection, which contains between a quarter and a half-million 
specimens collected as early as the 19th century. Scientists believe many of the fossils themselves to be nearly 500 
million years old. The Vanderbilt University Department of Earth and Environmental Science is home to one of the oldest 
geology programs in Tennessee, but the collection was relocated in recent years due to space reallocation.

Dr. Michael Gibson, professor of geology at UT Martin and associate curator with the Pink Palace family of museums 
in Memphis, originally split the specimens between the two institutions. However, the entire collection was reunited at 
UT Martin shortly before the start of the fall 2015 semester.  

Gibson (opposite page) is shown holding a plaster cast replica of an early crocodile relative made in the early 
1900s. <<<
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Finance is not something many people study by accident. However, Dr. Mahmoud 
Haddad, who has taught the subject for more than three decades, did just that.

Born in Jerusalem, Haddad came to the United States at the age of 19 to continue 
his education. “I started as an engineer and then I took an accounting course for 
the fun of it,” he said. He ultimately changed his major and received associate, 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in accounting before going to work with the 
American Family Insurance Company in Minnesota.

“After I worked for a couple of years, I found out [accounting] was not what I 
wanted to do for the rest of my life. I found the closest to that area is finance, so I 
went and got my Ph.D. in finance and I like it,” he said. 

Haddad has spent time on five continents and in dozens of countries, and can 
truly be called a world traveler. However, he and his family have called Martin home 
for the past 24 years. 

Haddad originally came to UT Martin on the suggestion of a friend, and has 
since helped launch the prestigious Tennessee Valley Authority Financial Portfolio 
Management Competition for undergraduate students, which allows them to 
manage real stock portfolios worth $500,000. 

Haddad’s experience teaching and designing graduate-level courses also played 
a key role in creating UT Martin’s MBA program, which is consistently recognized 
on a national scale. “What makes UT Martin continue to have a great MBA program 
is the [number] of our students, the selection [of students] and the type of faculty 
who are honestly committed to making the program successful and to disseminating 
information to the best of our ability to the students and to our country,” he 
explained. 

At the end of the day, however, when the stock markets have closed, there is 
one thing Haddad wants to make sure his students take away from the classroom. 
“Education is the most valuable gift anybody can ever give you. It will stay with you 
forever; nobody can take it away from you because it’s within your brain,” he said. 
Whatever his students’ goals may be, and whether they were set on purpose or 
stumbled upon by accident, Dr. Mahmoud Haddad wants to help provide the tools 
needed to make them reality. 

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT>>> Dr. Mahmoud Haddad
Professor of Finance
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UT MARTIN DELEGATION SHOWS 
OFF AT 46TH TISL GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
 PAGE 18

UT MARTIN DELEGATION TAKES THREE EXECUTIVE SEATS AT 46TH TISL GENERAL ASSEMBLY >>> Twenty-four UT Martin students 
traveled to the 46th general assembly of the Tennessee Intercollegiate State Legislature on Nov. 12-15 and returned with three executive 
council seats secured. Pictured (l-r) are Marabeth Kennedy, a junior political science major from Franklin who was elected secretary of state; 
John Domanski, a senior political science major from Dickson who was elected to serve as the 2016 TISL governor; and Jordan Long, a 
freshman political science major from Martin who will serve as speaker pro tem of the senate.  <<<
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(noteworthy)>>>

NURSING PROGRAM RECEIVES NATIONAL RANKING >>> 
The UT Martin nursing program was named one of America’s Best 
Nursing Schools for the Eastern Region for 2015 by Nursejournal.
org. The UT Martin program is ranked number 31, making it the 
second-highest ranked program in Tennessee just ahead of Austin 
Peay State University at number 32 and the University of Memphis 
at number 35. Middle Tennessee State University took the top 
Tennessee slot.

Nursejournal.org is a social community website exclusively 
for nurses and health-care professionals and aims to provide 
educational resources for those interested in the career field. This is 
the first year the website has released a rankings list.

According to the website, 1,189 nursing programs were 
evaluated for the top-100 list. Each institution was scored in five 
categories: quality, affordability, convenience, satisfaction and 
value. Items such as NCLEX pass rates, program accreditations, 
graduation and retention rates, financial aid and total costs, and 
overall professor ratings were taken into account. 

“It is always an honor for our program to be recognized, and 
this recognition highlights not only the integrity of our program, 
but also the value of public education,” said Dr. Mary Radford, 
associate professor and chair, Department of Nursing. “UT Martin 
nursing students are some of the most well-rounded, competent 
and adaptable graduates because of the variety of clinical 
experiences they obtain during our unique requirement of three 
years of clinical rotations.”

The UT Martin Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree program 
is accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Education in 
Nursing. The department also offers a basic baccalaureate degree 
to registered nurses who hold an associate degree or diploma in 
nursing. This program option is open to anyone with a registered 
nurse’s license who meets university and departmental entrance 
requirements.

For more information on the nursing program, contact the 
department at 731-881-7131 or by email at nursing@utm.edu. 
<<<

UT Martin nursing students Rhiannon Forrester (left) and Taylor Swaim, both from Martin, are pictured working in the university’s hands-on nursing 
laboratory. UT Martin’s student nurses are required to complete three years of clinical training before graduation, which sets them apart in the career field. 
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UT MARTIN AND DYERSBURG STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
SIGN DUAL ADMISSION PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT >>> 
UT Martin and Dyersburg State Community College signed a dual 
admission partnership agreement Sept. 18 that will “provide a 
seamless and guaranteed transition from a DSCC associate degree 
program to a UT bachelor’s degree program by providing one 
curriculum plan for earning both degrees.”

Students at DSCC who meet current admission criteria at UT 
Martin and major in an eligible Tennessee Transfer Pathway 
baccalaureate program can take advantage of the new agreement. 
Students must have either started their college careers at DSCC or 
have transferred to DSCC with fewer than 15 college-level semester 
hours.

“This is a benefit to both institutions because it provides a 
seamless transition for the accomplishment of a four-year degree,” 
said Dr. Bob Smith, interim chancellor. “We know that 96 percent 
of all the good jobs that have occurred since the recession of 2008-
2009 have required a four-year degree, so having a good start at 
Dyersburg State Community College and then transitioning to a 
high-quality academic program at UT Martin is a great benefit to 
the student.”

Eligible DSCC students will be contacted by the UT Martin Office 
of Undergraduate Admissions or may complete an application 
for dual admission, available through either institution’s website. 
Students need not be entering freshmen to apply; all current DSCC 
students will be considered. 

Participating students who meet UT Martin admission 
requirements upon completion of the two-year DSCC program will 
be guaranteed admission to UT Martin as juniors to continue their 
four-year bachelor’s degree programs. Students transferring under 
this agreement will have their initial application fees waived.

The dual admission partnership also provides several additional 
advantages for community college students. Participating students 
will be assigned to both DSCC and UT Martin academic advisers 
to make sure they are meeting full requirements to complete both 
degrees. 

Students will also have full access to the UT Martin library, 
computer labs and student affairs offices before full admission. 
Those who elect to pay applicable student fees will be able to 
attend UT Martin sporting events and participate in campus 
activities as well. 

Participating DSCC students will also save money by completing 
their first two years at a community college with lower tuition and 
fees. 

“Any time you can connect a community college student with 
their four-year school increases that opportunity and awareness 
and encourages persistence to the four-year school,” said Larenda 
Fultz, DSCC dean of student services. “Having that connection on 
the front end, knowing they are taking the right steps to transfer 
and that they’re going to be able to use their credits at UTM and 
be guaranteed of that, being able to go over to UTM and sit down 
with their adviser… that will help them make that connection that 
we see really makes a difference in persistence.”

UT Martin plans to create similar agreements with other 
community colleges in the future to better serve all students in the 
West Tennessee area. 

For a complete list of Tennessee Transfer Pathway programs 
available at UT Martin, visit www.tntransferpathway.org/campuses/
university-tennessee-martin. 

For more information on the dual admission partnership 
agreement, contact Matt Borden, UT Martin Office 
of Undergraduate Admissions, at 731-881-3101 or            
mborden5@utm.edu.<<<

Dr. Bob Smith, UT Martin interim chancellor, and Dr. Karen Bowyer, DSCC 
president, signed a dual admission partnership agreement Sept. 18 that 
will allow eligible students to seamlessly transition from a two-year 
community college degree to a four-year UT Martin degree.

7Winter/Spring 2016utmforever.com
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(noteworthy)>>>

Dr. Teresa Collard (left) was named the Outstanding Communication 
Educator of the Year for 2015. She is pictured with Ruth Livingston, TCA 
president, who presented the award. 

COLLARD NAMED OUTSTANDING COMMUNICATION 
EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR >>> The Tennessee Communication 
Association named Dr. Teresa Collard, associate professor of 
communications, the Outstanding Communication Educator of the 
Year for 2015. The award was presented during a joint conference 
of the Tennessee and Kentucky Communication Associations at 
Montgomery Bell State Park near Dickson.

According to the TCA website, the association recognizes 
“an individual who has made a significant contribution to 
communication education in the state of Tennessee” each year. 
The award is typically given to a teaching member of TCA, and 
candidates are nominated by other association members. Winners 
are selected by an association committee appointed by the TCA 
president.

Communication faculty members from universities and colleges 
across Tennessee are welcome to join and participate in TCA 
activities. Collard has been a member since she began teaching 
at UT Martin in 1993. She currently teaches courses in public 
speaking, voice and diction, interpersonal communications and 
communication in professional environments.

She also serves as faculty adviser to the UT Martin chapter 
of Women in Communications and is director of the UT Martin 
Women’s Center. She received the University of Tennessee National 
Alumni Association’s Outstanding Teacher Award in 2002 and 
2013 and the TCA Presidential Service Award in 2011.

Collard holds Bachelor of Arts degrees in both political science 
and speech communication and a master’s degree in speech 
communication from Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, 
Ill. She also holds a Doctor of Education in leadership in higher 
education from Union University in Jackson. <<<

WEIRICH ADDRESSES GRADUATES AT FALL 
COMMENCEMENT >>> Amy Weirich (‘87), Shelby County 
district attorney, addressed the fall 2015 graduating class during 
commencement exercises Dec. 12 in the Kathleen and Tom Elam 
Center. 

Weirich, a Germantown native, earned her bachelor’s degree 
from UT Martin and went on to complete a law degree from the 
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law at the University of Memphis.

She joined the district attorney’s office in 1991 as a courtroom 
prosecutor and served as chief prosecutor of the Gang and 
Narcotics Prosecution Unit and division leader for the Special 
Prosecution Unit in criminal court.

Gov. Bill Haslam appointed Weirich Shelby County district 
attorney in January 2011, after which she was officially elected in 
August 2012 to finish her predecessor’s appointment. She was 
then re-elected to a full eight-year term in 2014. Weirich is the first 
woman to hold this position in Shelby County. <<<
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UT MARTIN DESIGNATED A 2016 MILITARY FRIENDLY® 
SCHOOL >>> Victory Media, publisher of the “G.I. Jobs” and 
“Military Spouse” publications, designated UT Martin as a 2016 
Military Friendly® School. This title is awarded to institutions that 
are doing the most to embrace military students and dedicate 
resources to ensure their success both in the classroom and after 
graduation.

Now in its seventh year, the Military Friendly® designation 
provides service members and their families with transparent, 
data-driven ratings about post-military education and career 
opportunities. 

“Post-secondary institutions earning the 2016 Military 
Friendly® School award have exceptionally strong programs for 
transitioning service members and spouses,” said Daniel Nichols, 
chief product officer for Victory Media and a Navy Reserve veteran. 
“Our Military Friendly® Schools are truly aligning their military 
programs and services with employers to help students translate 
military experience, skills and training into successful careers after 

graduation.”
Institutions competed for this designation by completing a survey 

of more than 100 questions in 10 categories, including military 
support on campus, graduation and employment outcomes, 
and military spouse policies. The data was independently tested 
by Ernst & Young based on methodology established by an 
independent advisory board.

“I am proud, particularly having retired from the Air Force myself, 
that our campus has been recognized by this national organization 
as a military-friendly campus,” said Dr. Jerald Ogg (‘76), provost 
and vice chancellor for academic affairs. “Our faculty appreciate 
the perspectives our veterans bring to their classrooms, and we 
have a tremendous group of staff members who provide one-on-
one support for everything from admission and transfer credit to 
financial aid and participation in the Skyhawk Veterans Association. 
This institution has a long legacy of military training going back to 
the Hall-Moody days, which makes this even more meaningful.” 
<<<

Mercee Eubank, of Greenfield, is a current student in the UT Martin ROTC Program. 

9Winter/Spring 2016utmforever.com
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Tiffany Carpenter, assistant vice president for marketing for the UT 
System, received her master’s degree in business administration during 
commencement exercises Dec. 12. She is pictured with her husband, 
Allen, and daughters, Emily and Avery, before the ceremony.

UT SYSTEM MARKETING EXECUTIVE COMPLETES SECOND 
DEGREE AT UT MARTIN >>> The decision to go back to 
school can be difficult, especially for those who have families and/
or already established careers. Tiffany Carpenter, however, found a 
master’s program that fit into her life and her family at UT Martin.

Carpenter, a Bristol native and University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 
alumna, crossed her first graduation stage in 1996 and began a 
career in public relations by helping launch the Predators hockey 
team in Nashville. She recalls trying to teach Nashvillians about 
hockey – a non-traditional sport in the South.

“We compared it to NASCAR on ice,” she said, “and I really 
think that resonated with some folks.” Carpenter helped establish 
the new team in Nashville and plant the seeds for a thriving NHL 
presence in the area. “It was a great opportunity to really learn all 
the aspects of marketing and public relations and to really get the 
chance to feel like you were embedding something great in the 
community,” she added.

After leaving Nashville, Carpenter began working with her 
alma mater as assistant athletic director for public relations in 
the university’s athletic department and found herself developing 
relationships with Volunteer legends, including head coaches Phillip 
Fulmer and Pat Head Summitt. 

“It was a huge opportunity for me to get to work with some 
people that I really grew up admiring,” she said. “It was very 
surreal when one of them would call and congratulate you on the 
birth of your child or give condolences when your mom passed 
away.”

Carpenter is currently serving as assistant vice president for 
marketing for the UT System, a position she calls both rewarding 
and challenging.

“In my position I get the opportunity to work with all of our 
campuses and institutes across the state to really talk about what 
the impact of the University of Tennessee is on the state and on 
every Tennessean,” she explained.

With such a high-stress career and two children at home, earning 
a master’s degree seemed like an impossibility for the better part of 
two decades. “As a working mom, I needed something I could do 
on my schedule that didn’t impact my kids any more than my work 
schedule already impacted them.” Then she looked into the online 
Master of Business Administration degree offered through the UT 
Martin campus.

“The UT Martin program fit my needs. …It was something I 
could do after (my children) went to bed or when they took naps 

on the weekends or during my lunch break,” she said. “It was 
something that I felt like I could check it off my bucket list and 
accomplish something I had always wanted to do without making 
a huge impact and making my kids and my husband pay a price for 
it.”

Having been away from the academic scene for 20 years, 
Carpenter had some normal concerns about starting a second 
degree and asked herself if she could really juggle work, family and 
graduate school. “What I learned was that I was actually better at 
all of that because of it,” she said. “I actually ended up graduating 
with honors.” 

Carpenter turned her tassel for a second time during UT Martin 
commencement exercises in the Kathleen and Tom Elam Center 
on Dec. 12. Her husband, Allen, is vice president of accounting 
at Jewelry Television. They have two daughters, Emily and Avery. 
<<<
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PROMOTIONS, AWARDS AND TENURE STATUS  >>> UT Martin hosts a dinner each fall semester for faculty members who have 
received promotions and awards or gained tenure status during the current calendar year. Pictured during fall 2015 are (seated, l-r) Dr. 
Lajuan Davis, associate professor; Dr. Tracy Rutledge, associate professor; Dr. Sandy Mehlhorn, associate professor and tenure; Dr. Michelle 
Merwin, professor, Ray and Wilma Smith Endowment; Dr. Laura Brown, professor and UTAA Outstanding Teacher Award; Anna Clark, 
instructor, Outstanding Advisor Award; Dr. Julie Hill, professor and UTAA Outstanding Teacher Award; Dr. Angie MacKewn, professor; Dr. 
Desireé McCullough, professor; (standing, l-r) Dr. Jason Roberts, associate professor, tenure and Coffey Outstanding Teaching Award; Dr. 
Scott Parrott, associate professor, Ray and Wilma Smith Endowment; Dr. Wes Totten, professor; Jason Stout, associate professor and tenure; 
Dr. Melvin Hill, associate professor and tenure; Dr. Kurt Gorman, professor, Ray and Wilma Smith Endowment; Dr. Arthur Hunt, professor and 
Cunningham Outstanding Teacher/Scholar Award; Dr. Doug Owens, associate professor and tenure; Dr. Jason DeVito, associate professor; 
Dr. Philip Smartt, professor, Cunningham Outstanding Teacher/Scholar Award; Dr. Joshua Guerin, assistant professor, Ray and Wilma Smith 
Endowment; Dr. James Smart, professor; and Dr. Scott Currie, associate professor. Recognized but not in attendance were Dr. Chris Baxter, 
professor; Dr. Bill Davis, professor, Ray and Wilma Smith Endowment; Dr. Donna Massey, professor; Dr. Becky Cox, professor; Dr. Betty Cox, 
professor; Dr. Kathy Evans, professor; Dr. Jennifer Greenwood, professor; Dr. Mohammad Obadat, professor; Dr. John Cochran, associate 
professor and tenure; Dr. John Glass, associate professor and tenure; Dr. Jeff Longacre, associate professor and tenure; Dr. Jessie Thoman, 
associate professor; Sarah McCormick, associate professor and tenure; and Diane Shaw, professor. <<<

WRIGHT HONORED WITH AWARD 
NAMING >>> The Tennessee 
Association of College and University 
Housing Officers recently renamed the 
organization’s service award the Earl 
Wright Service to TACUHO Award in 
honor of the longtime UT Martin director 
of housing. The Southeastern Association 
of Housing Officers also presented 
Wright with a proclamation honoring 
his contributions to the field. Wright 
(‘73) (right), of Martin, is pictured with 
Jerry Adams, SEAHO president-elect and 
associate director for residence life at the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville. <<<
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NORTHWEST TENNESSEE REGIONAL STEM HUB 
ESTABLISHED AT UT MARTIN >>> The Tennessee STEM 
Innovation Network awarded UT Martin a $250,000 grant to 
establish the Northwest Tennessee Regional STEM Hub and 
enhance student learning in the areas of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics.

This new STEM hub, which began operation in November, is a 
joint effort by UT Martin and Dyersburg State Community College. 
One of seven regional STEM hubs across the state, this effort will 
serve students in Benton, Carroll, Crockett, Decatur, Dyer, Gibson, 
Henry, Lake, Lauderdale, Obion, Tipton and Weakley counties. 

“Having this STEM hub based on the core academic strengths of 
UT Martin promises to be a true boost for Northwest Tennessee’s 
development of high-tech industry and modern manufacturing 
opportunities,” said Dr. Bob Smith, interim chancellor.

The regional hub serves as a resource to provide professional 
development for Northwest Tennessee teachers, establish a STEM 
Master Teacher Corps and create a library of STEM “toolkits” for 
use in classroom and after-school activities. Local educators in both 
primary and higher education, business partners and community 
stakeholders will work together to accelerate the impact of STEM 
programs in the region and ensure area students are college and 
career-ready upon graduation from high school.

“One goal [of the Northwest Tennessee Regional STEM Hub] 
is to increase collaboration between local teachers and university 
professors and students. This will be done via a series of Saturday 
STEM workshops this spring where local area STEM teachers will 
come to campus and meet with some of our excellent STEM faculty 
and STEM student ambassadors while learning about the STEM kit 
they’ll receive that day,” said Dr. Curtis Kunkel, associate professor 
of mathematics and UT Martin STEM hub project director. “We’re 
excited to have this opportunity available to local teachers so that 
they have access to both resources and contacts in the area and 
can help their students succeed in the future.”

The Tennessee STEM Innovation Network is committed to 
helping Tennessee inspire and train the next generation of 
leaders and is operated as a partnership between the Tennessee 
Department of Education and Battelle Education. For more 
information about the network, visit www.thetsin.org.

For more information on the Northwest Tennessee Regional 
STEM Hub, contact Wes Hall, director, Tennessee STEM Innovation 
Network, at hallj@battelle.org. <<<

DICKENS AND WINTERS VISIT HIROSAKI UNIVERSITY AS 
DISTINGUISHED FACULTY >>> Dr. Ross Dickens and Dr. Todd 
Winters traveled to Hirosaki University in Japan as distinguished 
visiting faculty Nov. 9-13. Academic Deans Dickens and Winters 
spent their visit speaking on matters of importance in global 
finance and agriculture and interacting with international educators 
and business representatives.

UT Martin established a partnership with Hirosaki University 
in 1980, initiated by the late Dr. John Eisterhold, then UT Martin 
director of international programs, in cooperation with the 
president of Hirosaki University at that time. The institutions have 
each exchanged more than 30 students and faculty members since 
the practice began in 1985. <<<

2015 UT MARTIN ALUMNI AWARDS  >>> Dr. Bob Smith 
(left), interim chancellor, presented UT Martin alumni awards to 
(continuing from left) Duane Campbell (‘81), Reginald Hill 
(‘77) and Kent Landers (‘98) during the university’s homecoming 
festivities Oct. 10. Campbell, originally from Saulsbury and now 
living in the Seattle, Wash., area, received the Outstanding Alumni 
Award. Hill received the Chancellor’s Award for University Service. 
Landers received the Outstanding Young Alumni Award. <<<
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CAROLINE PARISH BECOMES FIRST NED RAY MCWHERTER 
INSTITUTE PARTICIPANT TO COMPLETE PROGRAM >>> 
Caroline Parish boasts quite a resume as she moves closer to 
her dream of becoming an attorney. She received her political 
science degree Dec. 12 from UT Martin, graduating a year ahead 
of schedule. In doing so, she became the university’s first Ned 
Ray McWherter Institute participant to complete the leadership 
development program and earn her degree. Her success can be 
traced, in part, to following a piece of advice that her father repeats 
often to Caroline and her friends: “Don’t be goofy.”

Donald Parish (’79) is in his second term as judge of the 
24th Circuit Court for Carroll, Benton, Henry, Decatur and Hardin 
counties. His sage advice encourages his daughter and anyone 
else who will listen to “not be silly,” “make good decisions” and 
“be on your best behavior.” Caroline checks all the boxes as she 
aims to follow in her dad’s footsteps by attending the University of 
Tennessee College of Law and becoming a practicing attorney. 

“I think the main reason I chose political science was I have 
grown up in my dad’s law office, and when my grandmother 
couldn’t pick me up from school, it was ‘go to the courtroom with 
my dad,’” she remembered. In addition to her academic pursuits, 
she also immersed herself in college life, pledging Alpha Omicron 
Pi sorority, taking leadership roles in student government and 
serving as a Peer Enabling Program leader to mentor incoming 
freshmen. 

In fall 2013, another leadership development opportunity 

surfaced when she was chosen to participate in the first Ned Ray 
McWherter Institute class. The NRMI, made possible by a lead gift 
from the late philanthropist Clayton McWhorter, is a three-year, 
progressive, interdisciplinary program that pairs participants with 
faculty mentors (McWhorter died Jan. 23, 2016).

“It (the institute) honed in my leadership skills, gave me strong 
connections, and it also gave me a renewed sense of manners 
and class,” she said, adding that meeting Clayton McWhorter for 
the first time was a highlight of the experience. “I think that was 
an awesome opportunity for me to meet him,” she said. “I think 
meeting him and being able to shake his hand and know that he 
has invested in my future was the biggest opportunity for me.”
Her involvement in the NRMI also led to another accomplishment 
on Parish’s list of “firsts.” 

In spring 2015, she became the first UT Martin student to 
receive an internship with the UT Office of Government Relations 
and Advocacy in Nashville, sponsored by WestStar and the 
institute. Carey Whitworth, director for advocacy and special 
assistant to Anthony Haynes (‘88), UT vice president for 
government relations and advocacy, welcomed Parish’s assistance 
during the busy legislative session.

“Caroline assisted our office in managing a large legislative 
workload by conducting research, tracking bills, monitoring 
the work of legislative committees and working to help craft 
communications to our internal and external constituencies about 
issues facing the university,” Whitworth said in an email. “She had 
strong organizational skills that were particularly helpful in the 
communications and special events arenas.”  

Life following graduation has slowed a bit for Parish since 
she rejoined her father and mother, Cathy, in their hometown of 
Huntingdon to await the outcome of her law school application. 
She knows she has been given many opportunities in life and 
eventually wants to give back to others. She is already planning 
to return home following law school, be involved in community 
service and help people in the area. “There’s people right down 
the street that need your help, and I believe that I can benefit those 
people who are less fortunate than me in my community by giving 
back to them,” she said.

Caroline Parish is prepared for whatever lies ahead, thanks to 
the sound advice of supportive parents and the firm academic 
and leadership foundation established at UT Martin. She’s already 
proven she knows how to be first in line to seize life’s next great 
opportunities and is excited to see where the next steps lead. 
<<<

Caroline Parish (center) is pictured with her parents, Cathy and Donald, 
before commencement exercises Dec. 12. Caroline became the university’s 
first Ned Ray McWherter Institute participant to complete the leadership 
development program and earn her degree.
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(noteworthy)>>>

Pictured holding the Civil War-era letter are (l-r) Sharon and Bill Shannon and Tommy and Paula 
Thomas, local residents and relatives of George Nowlin’s.

GREENFIELD RESIDENT WRITES HOME FROM THE BATTLEFIELD, LETTER 
DONATED TO UT MARTIN ARCHIVES MORE THAN 150 YEARS LATER  >>>
“They came here to drive us away, but they found it far different.” 

So explains a letter written by George W. Nowlin to his brother Wade after the Battle 
of Stones River near Murfreesboro in December 1862. Nowlin, who served in the 31st 
Tennessee Infantry during the Civil War, was a Greenfield resident and wrote to let his 
family know the events of that four-day battle and his part in them.

Nowlin’s first-hand account describes his work as a hospital steward in the Confederate 
Army, which included “dressing wounds, helping to amputate limbs, [and] attend[ing] to 
the nurses.” He describes the relative losses of each side, boasting that the Confederate 
troops took 7,000 prisoners, 60 pieces of artillery, a great many small arms and plenty of 
ammunition, as well as wagons, coffee, sugar, molasses and medicine whiskey from the 
opposing side. He even wrote his letter on a piece of stationary taken from the bags of a 
Union soldier. “They never drove the enemy from their breast works,” he concludes.

This letter, inadvertently dated Jan. 4, 1862, now resides in the UT Martin historical 
archives after being donated by Nowlin’s relative and former Greenfield resident Bill 
Shannon (‘47). 

Shannon, great-grandnephew of Nowlin’s, officially donated the letter Nov. 5, making it 
the first Civil War letter to be kept there. Shannon resided in the Weakley County area for 
many years and studied engineering at the University of Tennessee Junior College, now UT 
Martin.

After the war, Nowlin returned to his home in Greenfield and became a druggist, or 
pharmacist, until he died Feb. 4, 1918. He is buried alongside relatives in the Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery in McKenzie. <<<
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Pictured with the local proclamations are WUTM Staff Members (front row, l-r) Sydney LaFreniere, of Oak Ridge, support and development director; Julia 
Ewoldt, of Savannah, business and traffic director; Tori Seng, of Union City, news director; (back row, l-r) Dr. Richard Robinson, Mayor Randy Brundige, 
city of Martin; Chuck Hammer, of Martin, program director; Ashley Shores, of Lebanon, administrative assistant; Ashleigh Burton, of South Fulton, 
production director; Kayla Harmon, of Lewisburg, sports director; and Dr. Bob Smith, interim chancellor. Not pictured is Toshya Leonard, of Jonesboro, 
Ark., digital media director.

WUTM PARTICIPATES IN “WORLD COLLEGE RADIO DAY,” 
SERVES AS TENNESSEE HEADQUARTERS  >>> The fourth 
annual World College Radio Day on Oct. 2 included “a unique 24 
hours of college radio broadcasting, embracing different languages 
and cultures around the globe.” The event had a West Tennessee 
connection thanks to WUTM 90.3 FM “The Hawk,” UT Martin’s 
student-run station. The station and staff participated in the 
international programming and served as state headquarters for 
World College Radio Day in Tennessee. 

Martin Mayor Randy Brundige and Weakley County Mayor Jake 
Bynum issued proclamations recognizing the event within the local 
area and acknowledging the station’s many accomplishments. 
WUTM has been recognized with awards from regional, national 
and international judging bodies and is the current “Best College 
Radio Station in the South,” as named by the Southeast Journalism 

Conference in March 2015. The station has received this award five 
times since 2007.

WUTM staff members Ashleigh Burton, production director; 
Chuck Hammer, program director; and Tori Seng, news director; 
began the day with an appearance on “Good Times in the 
Morning” on WCMT/Mix 101.3. Later that day, Dr. Bob Smith, 
interim chancellor, made a special appearance in the WUTM 
newsroom to deliver the hourly news report to the campus.

For more information on World College Radio Day, visit 
worldcollegeradioday.com. For information on WUTM or the 
broadcasting concentration for communications majors, contact 
Dr. Richard Robinson, associate professor of communications and 
WUTM faculty adviser, by email at rrobins@utm.edu or at 731-
881-7555. <<<
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(noteworthy)>>>

Forty-three cadets from UT Martin’s Skyhawk Battalion, which includes students from Bethel University in McKenzie; Freed-Hardeman University in 
Henderson; Jackson State Community College, Lane College and Union University in Jackson; and Murray State University in Murray, Ky., participated in a 
weekend of leadership development exercises at the Army National Guard training site in Lavinia. Pictured participating in a land navigation exercise are 
(l-r) Adam Connor, from Murray State; Grady Potts and Josh Young, both UT Martin students; and Jenna Salza, also from Murray State. 

SKYHAWK BATTALION PARTICIPATES IN NATIONAL GUARD 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT EXERCISE >>> Cadets from the 
UT Martin Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, also known as Skyhawk 
Battalion, participated in a weekend of leadership development 
exercises at the Army National Guard training site in Lavinia. The 
battalion also includes students from Bethel University in McKenzie; 
Freed-Hardeman University in Henderson; Jackson State Community 
College, Lane College and Union University in Jackson; and Murray 
State University in Murray, Ky.

Forty-three cadets participated in the exercises, which included 
practical instruction in military tactics, land navigation and first aid, 
as well as some firearms training. The weekend trip, held each 
fall semester, is intended to help cadets enhance their leadership 
abilities and military understanding to prepare for Cadet Leadership 
Camp and commissions as second lieutenants upon graduation.

“The [leadership development exercise] taught me a significant 
amount about being an ROTC cadet and all the concepts and 
responsibilities that go with that. It was not only fun, but also very 
beneficial,” said Houston Paul, a sophomore engineering major 

from Mt. Pleasant.
The Murray State program was added to Skyhawk Battalion 

in 2015 and this was the first opportunity the new, expanded 
battalion has had to come together on a large scale.

“This weekend was a learning experience due to the fact that 
we were put together with another school,” said Murray State 
student Tasha Norris. “So working with other cadets who you 
might not know so well was definitely a test of our people sills and 
adaptability.”

An ROTC unit was first established at UT Martin in 1952, 
followed by the start of a four-year ROTC program in 1964. The 
program has commissioned 671 cadets as second lieutenants in 
the regular Army, U.S. Army Reserve and Tennessee Army National 
Guard since its beginnings. 

For more information on the UT Martin military science program 
or the Skyhawk ROTC Battalion, contact the Department of Military 
Science and Leadership at by email at armyrotc@utm.edu or 731-
881-7682. <<<
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UT MARTIN DECLARED AS AN OFFICIAL LEVEL I CERTIFIED 
ARBORETUM >>> The Tennessee Urban Forestry Council 
declared the UT Martin campus to be an official Level I Certified 
Arboretum. The announcement was made during a ceremony Nov. 
19 in the garden area between Brehm Hall and the Hall-Moody 
Administration Building.

 Established arboretum sites educate the general public on types 
of trees and their names, uses and benefits to the environment and 
the local community. Property owners and institutions must apply 
with the TUFC to be considered for arboretum status. A Level I 
distinction indicates that a property has 30-60 different species of 
trees identified and labeled for public viewing.

 The Level I certification will be active for the next five years. The 
official Tennessee certified arboretum sign can be viewed in the 
garden area where the announcement ceremony was held.

 Dr. Eric Pelren, wildlife biology professor in the Department of 
Agriculture, Geosciences and Natural Resources, was joined by 
members of the Student Chapter of the Wildlife Society, UT Martin 
Interim Chancellor Bob Smith, Martin Mayor Randy Brundige and 
others for a brief program to celebrate the achievement. Dr. Roberto 
Mancusi, associate professor of music, added a special touch to the 

celebration by performing the “Trees” poem by Oscar Rasbach.
 Pelren, who also serves as adviser to the UT Martin Wildlife 

Society chapter, recognized the students’ work and also thanked 
the Tree Board of Martin, Inc., and tree board president Carmen 
Pendergrass for their support.

 The city of Martin is certified by Tree City USA, a program 
sponsored by the National Arbor Day Foundation. UT Martin is also 
working toward certification by a similar program for colleges and 
universities called Tree Campus USA.

 Flint Perkins, a senior natural resources management major 
from Scotts Hill, was among the Wildlife Society chapter members 
who participated in the project. He and his fellow members 
“located, identified and tagged 32 species of trees” in the campus 
quadrangle to fulfill certification requirements Perkins said in a 
subsequent interview.

 The locations of the trees were saved to GPS receivers and 
placed on a computer program known as Arc GIS. Dr. Sandy 
Mehlhorn, associate professor of agricultural engineering, helped 
the students geo-reference the locations onto a base map of  
Tennessee. “Doing this will greatly help future students when they 

Members of the UT Martin student chapter of the Wildlife Society helped with the identification and mapping process that allowed the campus to qualify 
for arboretum status. More than 30 species of trees on the UT Martin main campus have been labeled and added to a mapping site so that interested 
visitors can easily locate and examine each type. Pictured around the certified arboretum sign are (standing, l-r) Colton Barber, Dalton Smith, Baylee 
West, Interim Chancellor Bob Smith, Brandon Weber, Andre Delcalzo, Madilyn Peay, Jocee Blanton, Austin Parsley, Brant Luker, Will Lindsey, Flint Perkins, 
Dylan Enochs, Jonas Cothren, Gunner Boucher, Dr. Eric Pelren, Martin Mayor Randy Brundige, (kneeling, l-r) Emmie Donaldson and Lauren Taylor.

>>> continued on next page
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(noteworthy)>>>

UT MARTIN DELEGATION SHOWS OFF AT 46TH TISL 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY >>> Twenty-four UT Martin students 
traveled to the 46th general assembly of the Tennessee 
Intercollegiate State Legislature on Nov. 12-15 with a reputation to 
defend. They returned with a record-breaking number of awards 
and three new state offices, including the 2016 TISL governor’s 
seat. 

The TISL delegation meets year-round to prepare for the annual 
assembly, held at the Tennessee State Capitol Building in Nashville. 
There are two parts to each meeting: the general assembly, which 
is a four-day mock legislature during which students serve as 
legislators, lobbyists and members of the media; and the Appellate 
Moot Court Collegiate Challenge. 

The 2015 UT Martin student delegation was recognized as the 
Best Overall Delegation for the first time in TISL history and also 
received the Best House Delegation Award. UT Martin students 
also hold three of the nine state offices for the second year in a 
row, making this the fifth consecutive year UT Martin has held at 
least one seat on the state executive council.

John Domanski, a senior political science major from Dickson, 
was elected to serve as the 2016 TISL governor. He is the second 
UT Martin student in two years and the third student ever to fill 
this position. The first was Roy Herron (‘75), who won the seat 
in 1974 and has since spent a total of 26 years in state office. 
Domanski was named an outstanding state senator at the 2014 
general assembly and has served as a UT Martin senator for the 
past four years, been speaker pro tem of the senate twice and 
spent one year as chairman of the Supreme Court Nominating 
Commission.

Marabeth Kennedy, a junior political science major from Franklin, 
was elected secretary of state and Jordan Long, a freshman political 

science major from Martin, will serve as speaker pro tem of the 
senate. Three of the last four secretaries of state and speaker pro 
tems have been from UT Martin.

Toshya Leonard, a senior communications major from Jonesboro, 
Ark., won the Best Print Media Award; and Katelin Brown, a junior 
political science major from Dresden, led the Best Lobbying Firm, 
which included Tanner Bell, a sophomore accounting major from 
Martin, as lobbyist. Logan Rangel, a freshman engineering major 
from Wartrace, was also named the best lobbyist of his firm, as 
chosen by the collective lobbying associations.

Justin Morgan, a senior political science major from Cookeville, 
and Ryan Leatherbarrow, a junior management major from Smyrna, 
were both inducted into the TISL BAR Association. Breydon Horton, 
a freshman communications major from Camden, received a 
coveted Carlisle Award, TISL’s oldest and most prestigious award 
named in honor of TISL’s founder, Dr. Douglas Carlisle. Ten senators 
and representatives receive this award each year as chosen by the 
organization’s executive council. 

Elizabeth Sanders, of Smithville, completed her term as 2014-15 
secretary of state and is now a graduate student in the UT Martin 
Department of Family and Consumer Sciences. Rachel Washburn, 
a junior political science major from Summertown, also completed 
her term as 2014-15 chief justice after serving as an associate 
justice the year before.

The UT Martin TISL delegation is co-advised by Dr. Chris Baxter, 
professor of political science, and Dr. Anderson Starling, assistant 
professor of political science. For more information on TISL or how 
to become part of the 2016 delegation, contact Baxter at 731-881-
7367 or by email at cbaxter@utm.edu, or Starling at 731-881-
7305 or by email at astarlin@utm.edu.  <<<

seek next levels of arboretum (certification),” Perkins said.
 Achieving the next three levels of Arboretum certification 

requires 30 additional species of trees to be identified, located and 
tagged each time. The highest certification, Level IV, requires 120 
trees. “After this level (Level I), each level requires that a map be 
made to be able to find each tree so people can make self-guided 
tours around campus to locate the trees,” Perkins said.  

 The educational value of the work is evident, but Perkins also 

sees another reason to celebrate the achievement. “Well, the 
certification in a nutshell is recognition for a lot of hard work that 
the grounds-keeping staff, students and faculty have put into 
gaining the certification,” he said. “It brings pride to our campus.”

 For more information about UT Martin’s Level I Certified 
Arboretum status, contact Pelren at 731-881-7263 or by email at 
epelren@utm.edu. <<<

<<< continued from previous page
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CHUCK HAMMER RECEIVES BETH MALOAN OUTSTANDING 
UT MARTIN STUDENT EMPLOYEE AWARD FOR FALL 2015 
>>> Chuck Hammer, of Martin, received the Beth Maloan 
Outstanding UT Martin Student Employee Award for the fall 
2015 semester during a presentation Nov. 9. UT Martin awards 
this honor each semester to a student employee who has been 
recommended by their campus supervisors.

The award is named for the late Beth Maloan, longtime director 
of budgeting and payroll, who was a strong advocate of student 
employment. It recognizes exemplary work ethic and commitment 
to the university. 

Hammer, a senior communications major, has served as program 
director of the award-winning campus radio station WUTM 90.3 
FM “The Hawk” for the past two years. He is responsible for every 
aspect of on-air programming for the station, including supervising 
all on-air and production staff; reviewing and selecting music 
and public service announcements; making personnel scheduling 
decisions; and helping to ensure the station remains in compliance 
with all Federal Communications Commission and campus 
regulations.

He has worked to produce varied and diverse programming in 
the past two years, including several outreach programs with other 
campus departments. One such program includes faculty from the 
Department of English and Modern Foreign Languages and the 
Department of History and Philosophy to provide poetry readings in 
various languages. 

Hammer was also involved in the celebration of World College 
Radio Day in October, which included student appearances 
on WCMT’s “Good Times in the Morning” program, securing 
proclamations from the mayors of the city of Martin and Weakley 
County, and coordinating a one-hour simulcast, which was aired 
around the world on campus stations.

WUTM and its staff have received several prestigious awards 
during Hammer’s tenure as program director, including “Best 
of Show” from the Tennessee Associated Press Collegiate 
Competition, “Best College Radio Station in the South” from the 
Southeast Journalism Conference, and a platinum rating from the 
Intercollegiate Broadcasting System. 

Hammer himself took home two personal awards from the 
Tennessee Associated Press Collegiate Competition. He has also 
been recognized at UT Martin with the Duke Drumm Thunderbolt 
Broadcasting Scholarship for 2014 and 2015, the WUTM Dr. Gary 
Steinke Broadcast Excellence Award in 2015 and the WUTM Faculty 
Advisor Award in 2014 and 2015.

“I have never worked with a student who has such a 
commitment to excellence and dedication to duty,” wrote Dr. 
Richard Robinson, associate professor of communications and 
faculty advisor for WUTM, in a personal recommendation letter. “I 
can truthfully say that if the campus station has been successful 
over the past two years, he was one of the major reasons for it. 
He is smart, trustworthy, dependable, reliable and dedicated. 
The mark of excellence is stamped onto every single endeavor he 
undertakes.”

In addition to his duties with WUTM, Hammer also works part-
time at Thunderbolt Broadcasting, the company that owns five 
Northwest Tennessee radio stations including WCMT AM-FM in 
Martin, WCDZ-Star 95.1 in Dresden, and WQAK and KYTN in Union 
City. He and his wife, Jade, are raising twins, Colby and Calleigh. 
Hammer plans to graduate in May 2016. <<<

Chuck Hammer (center) is pictured with Beth Maloan family members 
Mike Maloan (left), Jennifer Stroh (right) and Stroh’s children, Kate and 
Colin Stroh (front).

“I have never worked with 

a student who has such a 

commitment to excellence and 

dedication to duty.”
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(athletics)>>>

OVC SCHOLAR-ATHLETES REEVES, SCHUBERT LEADING BY 
EXAMPLE AT UT MARTIN >>>  Approximately 3,600 NCAA 
Division I student-athletes compete annually in the Ohio Valley 
Conference. Each year, the league identifies just six scholar-athletes 
(three female, three male) who not only boast ideal athletic and 
academic accomplishments but have also established themselves 
as campus leaders.

For the first time since the 1996-97 academic school year, 
UT Martin boasts a pair of recipients on the prestigious list. Ben 
Reeves from the Skyhawk golf team and Katie Schubert from the 
UT Martin women’s basketball program were selected by the 12 
OVC faculty athletics representatives as two of the league’s finest 
representatives.

Danelle Fabianich (‘98), assistant athletics director for 
academics/student-athlete services and senior women’s 
administrator at UT Martin, nominated the Skyhawk duo for the 

award.
“Of course, I was hoping both Ben and Katie would find their 

way on that list,” said Fabianich, who has worked in UT Martin 
athletics since 1994. “We have nominated several outstanding 
student-athletes over the years, but it is so rare to get two 
honorees from the same institution. Ben and Katie are each one-of-
a-kind student-athletes, and I was thrilled that the OVC committee 
rewarded them for their accomplishments. They are truly the cream 
of the crop.”

A Knoxville native, Reeves is the first Skyhawk golfer to earn 
OVC Scholar-Athlete status. On the course, he is a two-time 
all-conference performer and was the program’s first-ever OVC 
Freshman of the Year under head coach Jerry Carpenter in 2012-
13. Academically, Reeves is responsible for a 3.90 grade point 
average while majoring in biology. He was elected president of 
the UT Martin Student-Athlete Advisory Committee and is also 
heavily involved in Fellowship of Christian Athletes and the Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry.

Schubert’s all-around resume is just as impressive, as she 
is only the third UT Martin women’s basketball player to win 
the prestigious award. The Springboro, Ohio, native helped 
lead the Skyhawks to two OVC regular season and tournament 
championships in her first three seasons playing for head coach 
Kevin McMillan. An engineering major with a 3.86 GPA, Schubert is 
an active member of SAAC, FCA, the UT Martin Athletics Board and 
the Gamma Beta Phi honor society.

The duo knows they wouldn’t be where they are today without 
the influence of their parents. No matter the time of year, you can 
find Reeves’ parents (Todd and Connie) and Schubert’s parents (Joe 
and Gigi) making the long drive to cheer on their favorite Skyhawk 
at various locations across the country.

“Before I started college, my parents knew that I had a desire 
to practice medicine,” Reeves said. “They also knew the time and 
energy it would take to succeed with that while being a student-
athlete, but they were always there to encourage me during 
difficult times, and they also pushed me to keep working harder 
and harder. I am so grateful for their tremendous, consistent and 
unwavering support.”

“My parents are the best supporters I could ask for,” Schubert 
said. “They have always pushed me to do my best and emphasized 
for me to try to outwork everyone, and I see that in my parents 
every single day. They work so hard to provide for our family, and 
I am where I am now because of the lessons they have taught me 
and the lessons I have learned through them.”

Katie Schubert, of Springboro, Ohio, is shown on the court.
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(athletics)>>>

Growing up, Reeves drew inspiration from Bobby Jones, the golf 
innovator who is the only golfer in history to win the Grand Slam 
(all four major golf championships) in the same calendar year.

“The unique part about Mr. Jones is that he was also a practicing 
attorney in Atlanta,” Reeves said. “He never played golf for money 
– he played for the simple pleasure of competition. I always looked 
up to him so much for that. It has always been my dream to one 
day be the modern-day Bobby Jones – someone with a successful 
career who also competes in national golf championships.”

Schubert found strength from within, as she developed a close-
knit relationship with her older brother Ben.

“I always tagged along with Ben and his friends,” Schubert said. 
“I did my best to keep up with them in everything they did. I think 
that not only inspired me but made me into who I am today – a 
competitive sports lover.”

While Reeves and Schubert entertained numerous in-state and 
Ivy League opportunities, they each chose UT Martin because 
of the people and the relationships they formed with their head 
coaches.

“One day, I hope to be half the man that Jerry Carpenter is,” 
Reeves said. “Coach has taught me how to be a loyal person and 
how to always stay reliable to those around me. He is a man who 
practices what he preaches, and I have never heard anyone say a 
bad thing about him. I will forever be indebted to him.”

“There are so many lessons I have learned from Coach 
McMillan,” Schubert said. “I’d say the main ones are always doing 
your best and not allowing yourself to fall into the trap of today’s 
world by just doing good enough. Life’s not always going to be 
easy, but that does not give you an excuse to lay down. It doesn’t 
matter what’s thrown your way – you must press on.”

After arriving on campus as eager Skyhawk freshmen, the pair 
have relied upon several key members of the UT Martin faculty and 
staff. Reeves identifies Dr. Michael Kempf, Dr. Darrell Ray, Dr. Linda 
Husmann and Dr. James Smart from the Department of Biological 
Sciences, as his academic mentors. Schubert also has a plethora 
of favorite counselors, but points out that her top choice is Stacie 
Evans, a member of the Skyhawk coaching staff who has assisted 
with academic support services during all four of Schubert’s 
seasons at UT Martin. Overall, Reeves and Schubert have a perfect 
six-for-six appearances on the OVC Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
and three OVC Medals of Honor for perfect 4.0 GPAs over a full 
academic year.

Following graduation, both Reeves and Schubert are keeping 
their options open. Reeves intends to attend medical school in 

the fall of 2016 with hopes to one day specialize in sports 
medicine or orthopedic surgery while Schubert is set to 
participate in an internship this summer before settling in 
for a permanent job.

Although the OVC Scholar-Athlete pair will soon leave UT 
Martin with a meaningful degree in 
their hand, the lasting impact of Reeves and Schubert will 
be felt for years and years to come.

“The people at UT Martin are the most memorable part of 
my experience,” Reeves said. “I wasn’t just another number 
at a big institution – I felt like somebody while in college, 
had the  potential to stand out and got to personally know 
my professors. UT Martin has all of the resources I needed 
to succeed and achieve my dreams.”

“I will take away so many amazing memories from UT 
Martin, mostly the people and the relationships I have 
formed,” Schubert said. “Of course I will never forget the 
championships, but I’m going to remember having so much 
fun on the court with the people I love. The people are like 
family and will be in my life forever.” <<<

Ben Reeves, of Knoxville, sets an example on and off the golf course. 
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DR. NELL GULLETT NAMED ONE OF TWO 2016 OVC 
THURSTON BANKS AWARD RECIPIENTS >>> Dr. Nell 
Gullett has been recognized as one of two recipients of the 2016 
Ohio Valley Conference Thurston Banks Award for Distinguished 
Academic Service.

The award, selected by the OVC Faculty Athletics 
Representatives, was established in 2013 to recognize individuals 
(e.g. academic advisors, professors, tutors, etc.) with at least five 
years of service at one or more OVC member institutions, for their 
outstanding contributions to OVC student-athletes’ academic 
success, learning and development, as well as for his or her overall 
commitment to the institution’s athletics program.

The award is named after Dr. Thurston Banks, who served the 
Tennessee Technological Institute Department of Athletics for 31 
of his 34 years on the faculty and served as the FAR for 25 years 
before stepping down in 2006. He was inducted into the OVC Hall 
of Fame in 2007.

Gullett is currently a professor of finance at UT Martin, a 
position she has held since 1998. She has been associated 
with the university for more than 40 years, including her time 

DACOTAH FAUGHT BEGINS PATH TO 2016 OLYMPICS WITH 
FIRST ROUND OF TRYOUTS >>> Dacotah Faught, a junior 
on the UT Martin rifle team, competed in the first round of the 
2015 airgun Olympic trials held at the Olympic Training Center in 
Colorado Springs, Colo., in December.

Faught shot against more than 430 competitors hoping to earn 
spots in men’s air rifle, women’s air rifle, men’s air pistol and 
women’s air pistol portion of the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janiero, 
Brazil. 

The Amenia, N.D., native ranked 23rd in the 10m women’s air 
rifle competition, finishing with a final score of 1231.3. She fired 
a first round of 410.4, followed by a 409.9 in the second round 
before finishing strong with her best score of 411.0 in the third 
round.

The two-part Olympic trials consisted of three straight days of 
competition featuring three qualifying rounds and three separate 
finals. Each day’s qualifying scores and points from the event finals 
were added to each competitor’s score to get a cumulative total. 

The top 10 participants in each discipline then advanced to 
the final stage of airgun team trials in June.  No team spots were 
secured during the first stage of these Olympic team trials.

Faught is two-time participant in the NCAA rifle championships, 
including an eighth place finish her freshman season. Overall 
she owns five of the top six scores in UT Martin air rifle history, 
including a 597 at the NCAA qualifiers in 2014. <<<

as an undergraduate student, working toward degrees in office 
administration in 1976 and an MBA in 1981. She later earned a 
doctorate in finance from the University of Memphis in 1990. For 12 
years (2000-12), she served as UT Martin’s FAR and was chair of the 
UT Martin Athletic Board.

A Trenton native, Gullett is a two-time recipient of the UT National 
Alumni Association Outstanding Teaching Award (1994, 2005) and 
was named a UTNAA Distinguished Service Professor in both 2012 
and 2013. In addition, she earned UT Martin’s Outstanding Advisor 
Award in 1997 and was the Cunningham Outstanding Teacher/
Scholar Award recipient in 2001.

Gullett has written or co-written more than 15 journal publications 
and eight proceedings publications, and has given more than 20 
presentations at professional meetings. Her current research interests 
include the impact of currency exchange rate volatility and common 
share prices, as well as pedagogical issues in teaching finance.

Gullett will receive her award during the OVC Basketball 
Championships, held March 2-5 in Nashville. <<<
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HARDY GRAHAM STADIUM PRESS BOX RENOVATION 
PROJECT IN EARLY STAGES >>> Plans for the upgraded 
Hardy Graham Stadium press box renovation project are currently 
underway and remain on schedule to be completed before the 
2016 Skyhawk football season.

UT Martin officials convened with University of Tennessee 
officials and representatives from a pair of construction companies 
to accept sealed bids in late September. Allen Searcy Builder 
Contractor, Inc. from Union City earned the low bid, which was 
well within the $6 million bid target.

Shortly after the Skyhawks wrapped up another winning season 
with a 7-4 overall record and 6-2 mark in Ohio Valley Conference 
play, the construction phase officially began. In early December, 
cranes removed the former main press box – along with two 
smaller press boxes on each side – from atop the west end of the 
bleachers. The two smaller press boxes were then donated to the 
Wounded Warriors Foundation by Wilber Campbell Excavating, 
who was in charge of the demolition.

The new four-story press box structure is set to be one of the 
finest in the Football Championship Subdivision ranks. The bottom 
level will house a renovated visiting locker room, referee locker 
room, a concession stand and other game management space. It 
will also feature a lobby area and an elevator.

The second level will be used by the College of Agriculture and 
Applied Sciences and will also serve as an academic support area.

The club level is located on the third floor. On football game 
days, the luxurious area will offer a unique perspective of the game 
while in the climate-controlled space. This level also includes the 
Chancellor’s Box.

The fourth tier of the building is a state-of-the-art facility for 
media, coaching staffs and game management officials. The vast 
working media area will seat up to 25 members, which is more 
than half of what the former press box allowed.

The Skyhawks play their first two games on the road in 2016. 
Following a bye week, UT Martin will host its home opener against 
OVC rival Tennessee Tech on Saturday, Sept. 24. <<<
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The UT Martin Athletics Hall of Fame added four new inductees as part of 
its Class of 2015 during the annual ceremony on Homecoming weekend. 
The new inductees include (from left to right): former football player Mike 
Taylor (1984-87), former golfer Chris Jones (1997-2001), former athletics 
director Phil Dane (2000-13) and former soccer player Dani Myrick-Devore 
(2002-05).
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SKYHAWK FOOTBALL SENIORS WRAP UP ANOTHER SGT. 
YORK TROPHY SEASON WITH SPECIAL VISIT TO TRAVELING 
EXHIBIT >>> After going unbeaten to win its second 
consecutive Sgt. York Trophy, members of the Skyhawk football 
team were given an opportunity to learn more about the man 
behind the Ohio Valley Conference’s traveling trophy.

UT Martin teamed up with Discovery Park of America, located 
only 15 miles from campus in Union City, and offered the trophy 
to the park’s newest attraction featuring Alvin C. York, the noted 
World War I hero who hailed from Pall Mall. Seniors Marquis 
Clemons, Trent Garland, Jordan Murphy, Jarod Neal, Jackson 
Redditt and Jackson Roberts were all on hand to present the trophy 
– awarded annually to the winner of the quadrangular football 

series involving four OVC schools – to the park as part of the “In 
the Footsteps of Sergeant York” exhibit.

The student-athletes observed more than 60 artifacts in the 
traveling exhibit, along with an inside look at what life was like on 
the front lines. That included a walk through a constructed trench 
seen across battlefields in Europe during the 1910s. Guided by 
Martin Kane of Discovery Park’s education center, the Skyhawk 
seniors learned about York’s courageous actions of charging a 
German machine gun nest and capturing 132 prisoners in the 
Battle of Meuse-Argonne.

The exhibit also featured photos of York, war support 
propaganda, artifacts recovered from the battlefield and clips from 
the 1941 film “Sergeant York” starring Gary Cooper. <<<

SKYHAWK BASEBALL ALUM ALEC MILLS NAMED THE 
KANSAS CITY ROYALS TOP PITCHING PROSPECT >>> Alec 
Mills, who was a key member of the UT Martin baseball program 
from 2010-12, has been recognized by MLBPipeline.com as the top 
pitching prospect for the defending world champion Kansas City 
Royals.

MLBPipeline.com, an official branch of MLB.com, recently 
released its annual list of top hitting and pitching prospects from 
all 30 MLB teams. The list was compiled by MLB Network analyst 
Jonathan Mayo and includes candidates who were named to each 
team’s “Top 30 Prospects” list, with a combination of performance 
and prospect status taken into account.

Mills compiled a 7-7 record with a 3.02 ERA in 21 games (all 
starts) in 2015 for the Wilmington Blue Rocks, the Royals’ Class 
A advanced affiliate. He registered 111 strikeouts (against just 14 
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ANN ASIPAN SHATTERS SEVERAL SCHOOL RECORDS BEFORE 
BECOMING UT MARTIN’S FIRST OVC INDIVIDUAL CROSS 
COUNTRY CHAMPION >>> Junior Ann Asipan shattered the 
UT Martin 5K cross country record en route to winning the first 
individual OVC title in school history at the Ohio Valley Conference 
Cross Country Championships located at Miller Memorial Golf 
Course in Murray, Ky. 

Making her OVC Championship debut, Asipan wasted no time 
getting used to the new course. The Iten, Kenya, native shattered 
her previous 5K school record by more than 41 seconds with a 
blistering time of 17:03.8, which ranks as the fastest winning 
time at the OVC Championships since 2005 and the fifth-fastest 
in OVC Championship history. Her performance made her the first 
Skyhawk to win the OVC Championship and first top-10 finisher 
for the program since 2003, along with All-OVC and Athlete of the 
Championship honors. 

With her record-breaking time, Asipan qualified for the NCAA 
South Regional, hosted by the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala. She capped off arguably the best season in Skyhawk cross 
country history by finishing ninth in the field of 208 participants 
with a time of 20:33.25 – just 16 seconds away from making 
the school’s first appearance in the NCAA Championships. For 
her efforts, she notched the program’s first All-Region accolades. 
<<<

KATIE WARRICK IDENTIFIED FOR THE NATIONAL TEAM 
ATHLETE POOL >>> The Amateur Softball Association (ASA) of 
America and USA Softball has announced that UT Martin freshman 
Katie Warrick has been identified for the National Team athlete pool 
following her participation at the 2015 USA Softball Junior Olympic 
(JO) Cup in Chino Hills, Calif. 

The inaugural event served as an identification opportunity for 
athletes wishing to compete in front of members of the Women’s 
National Team Selection Committee (WNTSC).

In total, 69 athletes were identified as either 2017 Junior 
Women’s National Team age-eligible or as Women’s National Team 
age-eligible.  These athletes will enter into the identification pool 
with other athletes who have been previously identified at various 
ASA/USA events, the National Identification Program through 
Softball Factory, recommendations from college coaches, high 
school coaches and ASA/USA Junior Olympic (JO) Coaches.

A native of Chapel Hill, Warrick joined the Skyhawks after 
earning All-American honors from MaxPreps after a stellar prep 
career. 

Warrick led Forrest High School to a TSSAA Class A state 
championship both on the rubber and inside the batter’s box. 
She paced the Lady Rockets in the circle with a 32-3 record while 
maintaining a miniscule 1.81 earned run average, picking up four 
wins in as many days en route to a state title. Offensively, she 
hit .594 with 14 home runs en route to being named District 9-1 
Offensive Most Valuable Player as a senior. She launched 51 career 
home runs at Forrest High School, shattering the school’s previous 
mark. <<<

walks) and allowed only three home runs over 113.1 innings.
Mills’ season included an appearance in the Carolina League All-
Star Game (0.2 innings, striking out both batters he faced) on June 
23 and a start in Game 3 of the Carolina League Mills Cup Finals 
on Sept. 16. Taking the hill with Wilmington’s season on the line, 
Mills twirled six innings of two-run ball, allowing five hits while 
fanning six batters but did not factor into the decision.

Before the Royals nabbed Mills in the 22nd round of the 2012 
MLB Draft, the 6-4, 185-pound righty was an integral part of the 
Skyhawk pitching staff. 

Mills is still located in the program’s top-10 list in career 
appearances (67, sixth), strikeouts (165, sixth), wins (13, seventh) 
and innings pitched (192, 10th). <<<

25Winter/Spring 2016utmforever.com



The UT Martin main campus is constantly evolving to meet the 
academic and social needs of the student community. 

This spring semester, UT Martin is seeing the construction of four 
sorority lodges at the south edge of campus; significant changes to 
the layout of the Boling University Center, including the addition of 
a new Welcome Center for prospective students; and a complete 
renovation of Graham Stadium. 

However, it has been four decades since a new academic 
building arrived on the main campus. UT Martin hopes to change 
that with the addition of a state-of-the-art science and engineering 
building to house STEM-focused areas of study.

This building, along with funding current construction initiatives 
and the creation of scholarships and endowments, are some of the 
university’s top financial priorities for the coming years.

Science and Engineering Building
This new project comes with a $48 million price tag, with 75 

percent committed by the state of Tennessee. This leaves UT 
Martin with the task of raising the remaining $12 million to fund 
construction. 

The building itself will house the departments of engineering, 
computer science, chemistry and physics, and mathematics and 
statistics in 120,000 square feet of high-tech instructional space. 

The plans include classrooms and teaching laboratories, as well 
as dedicated student laboratories and project work spaces designed 
to encourage innovative, cross-disciplinary research and design.

Fine Arts Phase II – Performance Hall
The Fine Arts Building was recently renovated to enhance 

classroom and practice space, but the new plans lack a dedicated 
performance hall. Phase II of this project will add a venue which 
stands to become Northwest Tennessee’s go-to place for live 
entertainment. This project comes with a total cost of $10 million.

Graham Stadium Renovation
The old stadium building, located behind the home-side 

bleachers, was demolished shortly after the end of the 2015 
football season and will be replaced with a 16,200-square-foot 
building featuring classroom space, visiting team amenities, a club 
suite level, media area and new press box. See the article on page 
23 for additional details.

Sorority Lodges
Four sorority lodges are being built on the south edge of campus 

to give a permanent home to the sisters of Alpha Delta Pi, Alpha 
Omicron Pi, Chi Omega and Zeta Tau Alpha. These lodges began 
with a total price tag of $500,000, a large portion of which has 
been donated by the alumnae of these organizations over the past 
three years.

Ned Ray McWherter Institute
The NRMI is a three-year interdisciplinary program in which 30 

selected students – six from each of the five colleges – are able 
to participate in leadership development, travel opportunities and 
faculty-assisted research. The institute was founded and originally 
funded by longtime UT supporter Clayton McWhorter, who passed 
away Jan. 23. Continued funding is necessary to provide these 
opportunities to future scholars.

Scholarships and Endowments
Ninety percent of UT Martin students accept some form 

of financial aid. There is an increased need for undesignated 
scholarship funds to be used for recruitment, particularly of 
transfer students who are not eligible for many major UT Martin 
scholarships.

Endowed support is used to help recruit and retain high-quality 
faculty and to create student and faculty-enrichment opportunities, 
particularly in STEM-related disciplines, nursing and education. 
Educators, researchers and professionals in these areas are in 
high demand in the region and beyond, and UT Martin’s ability 
to produce capable graduates in these fields is essential to its 
continued success.

If you would like to contribute toward these or other projects, or 
would like to set up an endowment or scholarship fund, contact 
the UT Martin Office of Alumni Relations at 731-881-7610 or by 
email at alumni@utm.edu for more information.

(advancement)>>>
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Opposite page, from top: The four sorority lodges are underway; an 
artist’s rendering of the proposed STEM building; a sketch of the Fine Arts 
Building addition. 
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(above) A member of Mullican’s team works diligently to complete a wrap.

Scottie Nell Hughes (‘02) was in her element as she waited 
for the television interview to begin. Once the cameras rolled, the 
director of the Tea Party News Network provided candid answers 
to thoughtful, well-planned questions. This wasn’t a TV studio 
in New York City or Washington, D.C., however. The “For the 
Record” interview was recorded in the UT Martin Department of 
Communications’ TV studio on the second floor of Gooch Hall. 
Communications students staffed the studio and cameras, while 
junior Tori Seng sat opposite Hughes and kept the conversation 
moving. No matter the situation, Hughes brings her A-game in a 
business that measures success by the most recent social media 
post or sound bite.

Hughes, a Middle Tennessee native and UT Martin 
communications and political science graduate, was invited to 
campus in October during the university’s 2015 homecoming 
week. In addition to campus television, she appeared on Mix 
101.3’s “Good Times in the Morning,” hosted by Paul Tinkle 
(’76), Thunderbolt Broadcasting president and general manager, 
and Steve James, news director, and spoke to the Martin Rotary 
Club. Accompanied by her parents and two children, Hughes’ 

Martin visit was a pleasure trip when compared to a hectic weekly 
schedule that often includes airplane commutes and multiple media 
appearances. 

Her rise in the media, chronicled at scottienellhughes.com, 
tells of her start as executive producer of the “Steve Gill Show” in 
Nashville. Additional roles followed for other nationally syndicated 
talk shows, eventually leading to an on-camera opportunity and 
her current position with the Tea Party News Network. Along 
the way, she has traveled to the Middle East, reported from the 
Republican and Democratic national conventions and made 
numerous high-profile news show appearances. 

Hughes’ visit to her alma mater recalled her college days and 
offered personal perspective on her life’s journey.  “You know, I 
chose UT Martin because I remember someone told me, ‘You can 
either be a big fish in a small pond, or a small fish in a big pond,’ 
and 10 years later when I come back here I am amazed to see 
professors still have stories, good and bad, about some of my 
adventures here on campus,” she said. “And I think what people 
don’t realize, when you graduate from the University of Tennessee 
at Martin, you’re not just getting a piece of paper. You are getting 

Media Spotlight “A Day at the Office” 

for Scottie Nell Hughes 
by Bud Grimes

>>> continued on next page
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the life experience that goes with it.” Those life experiences 
prepared her for opportunities that professional communicators 
relish. 

Among her career highlights, which have allowed her to “tell 
the story of the American people,” she traveled to Iraq in 2006 
to witness members of the American military working with the 
country’s children. She later appeared on CNN’s “Piers Morgan 
Live” to discuss the Second Amendment, which became the 
program’s highest-rated show at the time. More recently, she 
appeared on the Fox Business Network’s “Making Money with 
Charles Payne” and, for good measure, wrote and published her 
first book. 

“And so I get blessed that I can interact with all forms of media,” 
she said, noting that she accepts media opportunities both large 
and small. “I literally accept them all because they are all important. 
And it’s all about if one person hears a story that makes their day 
better or makes them more informed in a conversation, then I know 
that I have done my job, and I can sleep better at night.”

Life-changing opportunities happen, and the Tea Party News 
Network provided them for Hughes. The online, conservative-
leaning news site launched in 2012 with Hughes working 
off-camera in a support role. “That’s another thing that this school 
(UT Martin) teaches you is to be humble and be grateful for every 
opportunity you are given, because usually that means there’s 
another door that’ll open up,” she said. “And I literally was there 
supporting another host, filling in as a PR role. A guest didn’t show 
up, and they said, ‘Can you come on just as a filler?’” 

Once the interview ended, the news director approached her and 
asked, “Why are you not on air?” She explained she did not fit the 
description of an on-air personality, but the news director persisted, 
adding, “Everybody just stopped because you were relatable. … 
They could relate to you, … and we saw that.” Since that fateful 
day, life has done anything but slow down as she has transformed 
from a newsroom staffer to a familiar voice in national politics. 

Becoming a recognizable media personality comes with its 
challenges, however. “I have to remain grounded, and to keep 
me grounded is my two children, ‘Chicken and Biscuit,’ and 
my husband, and Tennessee,” Hughes said. “And the people of 

Tennessee keep me grounded. So the most challenging is trying 
to sit there and have the time to cover and be involved in the 
New York and the D.C. political and journalistic world, yet still stay 
grounded in Tennessee.”

Hughes is known for her red-eye flights from Nashville to other 
major cities. “I love going on bus tours with different candidates,” 
she said. “I love talking to both sides of the aisle.” Always on the 
move, she has drivers, hair and makeup assistance, and other 
support as she transitions from city to city. “I kinda live like the 
Hannah Montana lifestyle,” she jokes. “I get the best of both 
worlds. … But then I come home, and I’m washing the dogs and I 
have ‘Mount St. Hughes’ of laundry.” In the end, it’s “just trying to 
keep the balance and be able to keep both sides happy and keep 
myself going for the next adventure.”

Sacrificing a degree of privacy is also a byproduct of her fame.  
“One of the things that I’ve tried to do is when you’re trying to 
make yourself relatable, I admit when I have bad days. I admit 
when I have good days,” she said. “That’s how people bond 
with me. That’s how you build a brand these days, that loyalty.” 
However, her controversial positions on issues sometimes bring out 
the worst in people. 

This, combined with her husband’s position in elected office, 
make maintaining a level of privacy tricky. She doesn’t take chances 
with security and seeks legal intervention if she senses any threats 
to her family. “You get people that are scary,” she said. “But, at this 
point I go, ‘It’s just faith.’ It’s faith that we’re going to be protected, 
we’re going to be safe, and God has a plan for us.” 

Her packed schedule and related challenges aside, Hughes found 
time during the late summer and early fall of 2014 to expand her 
body of work by writing and publishing her first book, “ROAR: The 
New Conservative Woman Speaks Out.” The book, written in six 
weeks, builds upon Hughes’ ability to relate with an audience she 
understands.  “It’s really just encouraging, especially women, to be 
able to talk politics. … They’ll share meat loaf recipes. They’ll share 
how to take care of kids,” she said. “But you mention politics and 
you’re demonized. So I really just wanted to encourage women and 
their PTO groups, their Sunday School classes and their walking 
clubs, anything, to not be afraid to talk about politics.”

<<< continued from previous page
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Hughes is anything but afraid to talk about politics, even with 
the people at the center of the national political conversation. She 
names GOP presidential hopeful Donald Trump and senior U.S. 
Senator Harry Reid (D-Nev.), representing opposite ends of the 
political spectrum, among the most interesting people she has 
interviewed. “He’s changed my mind at looking at leadership,” 
Hughes said of Trump. As for Harry Reid, “He was very smooth. He 
was very calm. He was friendly. I actually liked him by the end of 
the interview, but I still asked him hard questions,” she said.

Featuring opposing opinions is no problem for Hughes, who 
believes in her positions and enters tough interviews only after 
doing her homework. “If you’re grounded in what you believe in, 
and you really do know your facts inside and out and believe it, I 
can go on anybody and debate it. And that’s on the left as well,” 
she said, adding, “If you truly are convicted in what you are saying, 
there’s no media that you should avoid. It’s when people turn 
down the media. When politicians turn down the media, I say, 
‘What are you hiding? Why are you afraid to go on them?’” 

Sometimes simply being relatable can open communication 
between political opposites. Hughes recalled attending the 2012 
Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, N.C., where fellow 
UT Martin alum, CNN news contributor and political activist Van 
Jones (’90) was in demand for interview time. She couldn’t get 
to him in the crush of media, so she called out, “The lips, the 
teeth, the tip of the tongue.” Jones turned to her and said, “Excuse 
me?” She replied, “UT Martin Skyhawk Dorotha Norton.” Having 
established common ground through the late communications 
faculty member’s oft-repeated public speaking instructions, she 
began asking questions and got the interview when no other 
online media could get to Jones. “That was Dorotha Norton the 
angel looking down on me on that one,” Hughes said.

Among her many talents, Hughes clearly knows how to organize 
people and make things happen, thanks in part to her campus 
involvement while attending UT Martin. Her volunteer work helping 
to clean up Hendersonville following the 2010 Nashville flood 
earned her Citizen of the Year. “Oddly enough, the honors and 
the awards are not something that I really expect. … I get just as 
excited when I get a tweet or a message from somebody in the 
industry who I respect, or a senator, or someone who I’ve talked 
about that says, ‘You do a fantastic job.’ That right there is better 
than probably any plaque that I … can hang on my wall.”

Back on the Gooch Hall television set, rising journalist Tori Seng 
takes a page from Hughes’ playbook and relies on her detailed 
show prep to ask specific questions about who might become the 
2016 GOP presidential nominee. Hughes’ responses to similar 
questions resonate with audiences and thrust the UT Martin alum 
into the presidential campaign’s national spotlight. For Scottie Nell 
Hughes, it’s all about being relatable and seizing opportunities 
when the next door opens.  <<<
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ARCHIVES
FROM THE

DR. WILLIAM PAUL MEEK

n A painting of Meek 
hangs in the UT Martin 
Paul Meek Library. 
After a six-month 
cleaning, the painting 
was rededicated in 
August 2015.

THE NAME Paul Meek is synonymous with UT Martin. For 33 years (1934 -1967) Meek held leadership positions at UT Martin 
as executive officer, dean, UT vice president and chancellor. During that time he helped the university stabilize, develop and 
expand in size and stature. Today when you hear his name, you may think of the library, but Paul Meek was much more. “From the 
Archives” is a feature highlighting unique and interesting items from the Alliene and Jimmie S. Corbitt Special Collections. For more 
information or to make a donation, contact Special Collections and Archives at 731-881-7094 or speccoll@utm.edu. <<<
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n Headgear insignia (above) from 
one of Meek’s service caps. Both 
officers and enlisted soldiers wear 
insignia with the U.S. coat of arms.

n An early pair of 
Meek’s glasses.

n Metals won 
by Meek at the 
University of 
Tennessee field 
day, May 6, 
1916, for the 
high jump.

n Meek (right)  
leaving the 
Hall-Moody 
Administration 
building for 
the last time as 
Chancellor of the 
Martin Branch, 
1967. Meek sits 
for a portrait in 
his office in 1960 
(below).

n As a veteran of the First World War, Meek was a member of the Martin American Legion.
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A business
takes flight

by Nathan Morgan
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After a long morning hunt, (l-r) Kelley, Jon Ed and Tripp Powers cut through the water as they head back to shore in their jon boat. The three brothers are co-
owners of Final Flight Outfitters Inc., a retail, mail-order and e-commerce company specializing in anything and everything outdoors.
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H
unting days begin before dawn. A convoy of pickup 
trucks weaves down a meandering farm road 
somewhere in Obion County until headlights find a 
boat dock and a handmade sign: “Powers Landin’.” The 

group abandons the pickups in favor of jon boats for the final leg of 
the journey. In the summer, this field is dry farmland; today it looks 
more like a lake.

The smell of coffee fills the air as sausage patties hiss on the 
griddle. This is duck hunting in style. Complete with two shooting 
decks, a kitchen, electricity and satellite television, this floating 
fortress is home away from home for Jon Ed, Tripp and Kelley 
Powers for the 60 days between Dec. 1 and Feb. 1. 

“If we just had a little more space on this side we could fit a 
couple of recliners,” joked Kelley as the group waited for breakfast 
to finish.

Hunting for the Powers brothers is not just pleasure – it’s 
also business. Jon Ed (‘95), Tripp (‘97) and Kelley (‘02) are 
co-owners of Final Flight Outfitters Inc., a retail, mail-order and 
e-commerce company specializing in anything and everything 
outdoors. Their 25,000-square-foot facility is located halfway 
between Martin and Union City at the corner of state Route 431 
and Meek Road. And yes, it’s that Meek. 

Dr. William Paul Meek, former executive officer, dean and 
chancellor of the University of Tennessee at Martin, is their great 
great uncle. The Meek family once owned nearly 1,000 acres of 
land in the area, including the property where Final Flight sits 
today. 

In fact, part of the existing building, now the main entrance of 
Final Flight, was once a convenience store, lunch room and service 

station owned and operated by J.R. (James Russell) Meek, Paul’s 
brother and the great grandfather of Jon Ed, Tripp and Kelley.

For the brothers though, the UT Martin connection runs deeper 
than their relation to Paul Meek. All three graduated from UTM 
with degrees in agricultural business.

The oldest, Jon Ed, began his career with an agricultural 
chemical company before graduation, a job he credits to 
connections made during his time in Martin. 

“UT Martin is a phenomenal school for getting your bachelor’s 
degree and then going on from there,” said Jon Ed. “It is a huge ag 
school … and it was founded that way, but a lot of folks that don’t 
have an ag background, or are maybe not from here, they don’t 
really realize that.”

Tripp, the middle brother, spent his time after graduation doing 
everything he could to avoid the family business – farming. “All 
through college I never wanted to farm,” said Tripp. But, after 
getting a taste of “the real world,” Tripp reevaluated his career 
choice and began farming after all.

The youngest, Kelley, was the last to cross UT Martin’s 
commencement stage, and by that time Final Flight was already 
beginning to take shape.

A Business Takes Flight
While growing up, Jon Ed remembers visiting sporting goods 

stores every time the Powers family went on vacation. “That was 
like the highlight of the trip,” said Jon Ed. At the time, rural West-
Tennessee didn’t have much to offer in the way of outdoor retailers. 

There was no Internet, and ordering items elsewhere wasn’t 
easy. Even as a kid, Jon Ed dreamed of one day owning a sporting 

36 The UniversiTy of Tennessee aT MarTin CaMpUs sCene utm.edu



>>> continued on next page

goods store – a dream his brother Kelley also shared. “When you 
grow up around here, it’s kinda in your blood,” said Jon Ed about 
the outdoors and waterfowl hunting.

During his time at UTM, Kelley began entering duck calling 
competitions to become a better caller and hunter. “It’s a crazy 
redneck hobby,” joked Kelley. Having never called competitively, 
Kelley didn’t know what to expect. But, he figured if he won 
some big contests he may eventually be able to capitalize on the 
winnings. 

“This might be a way that I could get into the outdoor industry,” 
thought Kelley. It was far out there, but Kelley was motivated to 
make it work. “If I can win a big contest – maybe if I go and knock 
on the door of a company CEO … he would already know my 

name before I made that introduction. And then when I made the 
introduction, I would already be a leg up on somebody else,” he 
said.

But, it wasn’t until 1999, when Kelley won the World 
Championship Goose Calling Contest in Easton, Md., that Jon Ed’s 
dream began to get some traction. “That opened up a whole lot of 
doors and the possibility of starting a store,” said Jon Ed about his 
brother’s win. From there Kelley went on to win the World Goose 
Champion of Champions, the pinnacle of duck calling competitions. 
He is the youngest person to ever win the title.

Following his world championship wins, Kelley began to take 
the contests, and the opportunities they provided, a little more 
seriously. He realized that all the competitions he attended also 

continued on next page >>> 
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had outdoor retail events associated with them. This was the 
opportunity he had been waiting for. 

Kelley, with help from Jon Ed, began working with various 
retailers and setting up displays at the events he attended. The pair 
would buy products from the vendors, most of which were mom-
and-pop operations, and resell them for a profit.

“Fortunately for us, people trusted us. At the time we didn’t have 
credit references, we didn’t have a whole lot of financial support, 
but you know, people that knew of us in the industry already knew 
that we were ‘good folks,’” said Kelley.

Some of the vendors they worked with included Higdon Decoys, 
Final Approach, Avery Outdoors, Outlaw Decoys and Mossy Oak. 
But perhaps the most interesting vendor they worked with was 
a company by the name of Duck Commander – the brand made 
famous by A&E’s hit reality show, Duck Dynasty.

“They were one of the first vendors we worked with, and we 
were friends with them. But, that was way before Duck Dynasty,” 
said Jon Ed. During that time, the entire Powers family became 
close with Phil, Miss Kay and the rest of the Robertson crew. “They 
were almost like an extended family to us,” said Jon Ed. 

In fact, during one of the Robertson’s visits to Obion County, 
Wille Robertson joked with Tripp about starting a reality show 
with him. Willie and Tripp even came up with some potential story 
ideas for the show, one of which was eventually featured in Duck 
Dynasty, season one, episode four – “Frog in One.” 

“We had talked about going to a golf course to catch frogs and 
having the game warden chase us on a golf cart,” said Tripp. In 
the episode, Willie ditches his kids’ career day to go play golf with 
his brother, Jase. Later that night, the Robertsons return to the 
golf course to hunt prized bullfrogs they’d seen earlier in the day. 
Unfortunately for them, country club security is also there, and they 
are captured and detained.

Although they occasionally still talk to the Robertsons, Jon Ed, 
Kelley and Tripp have moved on. “They’re so busy, I hate to bother 
them,” said Tripp.

From Humble Beginnings
During the the early years, when the Powers would return from 

an outdoor show, they would pack all their product into an old 
florist trailer that had been parked on the family farm for as long as 
they could remember. 

During hunting season, people would call and ask to meet them 
at the storage trailer. They would then go through the boxes, find 
what they needed and make the sale. This continued for several 
years until the brothers began to outgrow the trailer’s confines. 

By chance, the convenience store that their great grandparents, 
and eventually grandparents, once operated was still in the family. 
The brothers took over the vacant building and moved all their 
product to the new store.

“Basically, the store became a bigger storage trailer,” said Jon Ed.
For a while, they used the store primarily as a meeting place. 

Eventually, however, as business grew, they began having 
“seasonal” hours, working around duck season. 

They would open every year around the beginning of November 
and close in February. However, the hunting always came first. 

“From daylight to noon, we were duck hunting – that was just 
the way it was gonna be – we didn’t care,” said Kelley. The store 
would open after that.

“At first, we didn’t see the big picture,” said Kelley. “The big 
picture for us was what’s the wind gonna be tomorrow and were 
ducks gonna fly,” he added. 

<<< continued from previous page



“It was just kinda started as a hobby – ‘okay, we’ll see where 
this goes’ – I’d like to say we had grand plans of all this, – but we 
didn’t. If you had told us then we’d be what we are today, it would 
have scared us off,” said Jon Ed.

From there, sales began to increase, to the point that the 
brothers began opening the store year-round. They would expand 
to make room for new product, and the rest, as they say, is history.

Brotherly Love
The Powers brothers have always known their places in the 

business. It was not something they discussed or planned; it just 
happened.

“It’s funny with the three of us because the three of us kinda do 
different things, or have really different interests. Tripp is more of a 
‘hands-on’ type of person and numbers and you know that kinda 
stuff … Kelley is the computer guy, and I guess with me being the 
older brother I’m kinda the 3,000 feet type of big picture guy,” said 
Jon Ed.

More specifically, Jon Ed oversees the operation, Tripp serves 
as the accountant, inventory analyst and day-to-day operations 
manager, and Kelley manages advertising, the catalog, website and 
print media.

They’re not involved in each other’s business daily. “Now on big 
decisions, we, obviously, all consult. With all the other stuff, we 
just do the job that needs to be done,” said Kelley.

However, working with your brothers is not always perfect.
“It can be interesting,” said Jon Ed. “You hang around here a 

little bit, and you’d see some things. You’ll see some arguments 
and stuff, it’s not without that,” he added.

“Obviously it can be challenging, and it can be fun too. There’s a 
trust factor, you know? You always know where everybody’s mind’s 
at,” said Kelley.  

“It just works,” said Jon Ed.

Help from UTM
In addition to members of their family, the brothers also 

employ about 35-40 part-time employees – most of whom are 
students from UT Martin.

“I’ve always said this – it seems like when first-time students 
– they drive to Martin, they move into the dorm, they register 
for classes and then they come to Final Flight to put in an 
application. Well, to shop and to put in an application,” joked 
Kelley. 

The brothers agree: the benefit UTM students provide to their 
business is invaluable. “Our business would not function without 
UT Martin students,” said Kelley. “We really pride ourselves in 
picking employees who know the products. That’s helped boost 
our business,” said Jon Ed.

They also give their UTM employees a lot of responsibility, 
which they say is a great learning tool. And in the end, they do 
whatever they can to help their employees find full-time jobs– 
whether at Final Flight or somewhere else. 

“I always say, ‘Hey, if you can put up with us for four or five 
years, then you can work for anybody’” said Kelley. <<<
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While driving down Chelsea Avenue in Memphis, a visitor will 
pass a high school that, at first glance, seems like any other. A sign 
on the lawn proudly claims the brick buildings and courtyards that 
make up the campus, and a canopy proclaims the institution to be 
“changing lives, one mind at a time.” 

However, upon closer inspection, the Memphis Academy of 
Health Sciences is unlike any other school in the area and is helping 
change the face of education in Shelby County. 

MAHS, founded in 2003, is the first charter school established in 
the state of Tennessee. Sponsored by 100 Black Men of Memphis, 
Inc., MAHS was created to provide an alternative for students 
enrolled in failing and unsatisfactory schools and to help close the 
achievement gap between high and low-performing students. 

MAHS, like all charter schools, is an “independent, accountable 
public school of choice” governed by an independent board that 
controls school curriculum, staffing, organization and finances. It 
is part of the Shelby County School System and is accountable to 
the local school board, but has greater autonomy than traditional 
public schools.

Students are invited from all over Shelby County and must 
complete an extensive application process, including a resume 
and academic portfolio, to receive admission. Because of the 
competitive nature of admission, MAHS has been able to collect 
approximately 400 of the area’s best and brightest students in 
grades 9-12 and about 270 at its middle school branch. 

These students are able to attend at no additional cost and 
complete all the same academic standards as other graduating high 
school students, with a few distinct advantages. One of these is the 
direction of high school principal Dr. Reginald Williams.

Williams (’85), a Memphis native, never intended to work in 
the education field. He came to UT Martin to major in geoscience 
and physics and received his Bachelor of Science degree in that 
field with plans to study meteorology. However, life did not go as 
expected, and after graduation Williams found himself teaching 
mathematics and science at his high school alma mater. Several 
additional degrees, multiple school appointments and nearly two 
decades later, Williams walks the halls at MAHS with a confidence 
that only nine years as a high school principal can bring. 

Tennessee’s First Charter School: 
                    Redesigning Urban Memphis

(opposite page) Dr. Reginald Williams is pictured in a courtyard at MAHS, 
which is being converted into an outdoor art classroom.

continued on next page >>> 

by Erin Chesnut
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Before accepting his current position at MAHS in November 
2014, Williams spent eight years at the head of a difficult, 
dangerous high school across town. As the third principal in four 
years, Williams was not expected to last long at Kirby High School 
with its newsworthy record of violence. 

However, Williams was able to turn the school around, doubling 
enrollment in honors and AP courses and establishing a dual-
enrollment program. The school’s overall enrollment increased by 
400 students in a three-year span, the graduation rate improved 
and violent offenses declined. Kirby High School was ultimately 
recognized as a REWARD school by the state in 2014, received 
a bronze award in USA TODAY’s “Best High School in America” 
category in 2013 and received an EPIC Gold Award three years 
in a row. By the time Williams passed on his principal’s chair, the 
previously failing school ranked in the top five percent in the state.

MAHS already had a proven track record of excellence when 
Williams moved into the principal’s office, but changes over the 
past 12 months under his direction have been equally promising. 
Williams attributes a large part of this success to his staff and their 
dedication to the school and its students.

“It’s important that I hire good people and get out of the way, 
and that’s what I try to do,” he said. Rev. Corey D. Johnson 
(’93), who serves as executive director of MAHS middle and high 
schools and as governing board chairman, supports him in this 
philosophy. “My job (as executive director) is to stay in my lane, run 
the business, and let him (Williams) do the educating aspect of it. 
Help him find the right people, make sure there’s money to pay the 
folks and get out of the way and let them educate,” he said.

Originally founded by four UT Martin alumni, Martin graduates 
still play a major role in the day-to-day aspects of MAHS. In 
addition to Williams and Johnson, Dr. James Alexander 
(’94), dean of curriculum and instruction, and several teachers 
also received UT Martin degrees. “The UT Martin connection is 
significant because we know what we’ve got, education-wise, 
professional-wise. We depend upon each other and have a proven 
track record,” Johnson said.

Excellent teachers and a hands-off administrative approach have 
put MAHS among the top high schools in the state and the district 
with a 92 percent graduation rate. The school honor roll list has 
increased 23.5 percent since fall 2014 and now includes around 
100 students. ACT scores among juniors and seniors are up 32 
percent as well, compared to last year’s resuits, and Newsweek 
and US News & World Report recognized the school as one of the 
best high schools in America during the summer of 2015. 

Williams also gives credit to the students themselves for the 

<<< continued from previous page 

(from top) The halls of MAHS are filled with student artwork; Angel 
Crawford speaks with a student during her English class; Cherri Branch 
Donaldson teaches at the middle school campus.
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continuing improvements at MAHS and works to instill them with 
a sense of pride and personal ownership of the institution they 
attend.

“Any principal that gets up and says, ‘This is my school and this 
is my building,’ I tell them, ‘Don’t do that!’ This is our building; this 
is our school. I like for our kids to have ownership,” he explained. 
One related development at MAHS is the recent creation of a 
student government association – an idea Williams, Johnson and 
Alexander took from their own days at UT Martin.

Williams served as the first black president of the UT Martin 
Student Government Association during the 1983-84 and 1984-85 
academic years and was the first individual of any race to serve two 
consecutive terms. Johnson served as SGA secretary of minority 
affairs in 1991-92, and Alexander was vice president in 1993-94 
and helped to create the existing Student Activities Council.

These experiences taught them a variety of life lessons, including 
public speaking and leadership skills, which they hope to pass 
on to their MAHS students. The high school held its first student 
elections in the fall of 2015, which allow the student body to help 
make decisions about the institution it calls home. 

Williams also focuses on training graduates who can attend 
universities, enter military service or enroll in trade schools to 
become marketable members of the workforce. Health sciences, 
as implied by the schools’ name, are a core component of the 
MAHS curriculum. The school has developed relationships with 
local health science institutions, including Baptist College of Health 
Sciences, to give students increased experience in these fields. 

“We don’t expect everybody to be a doctor or a nurse, but x-ray 
technicians … diagnostic testing, forensics, genetics, research and 
various health-care professions,” he said. “That’s where the jobs 
will be in the foreseeable future, and we want our kids to be well-
rounded.” 

“We are preparing students to be successful at whatever they 
want to be successful at. … Schools generally try to focus on 
a number, but we try to focus on the person. What does that 
individual person want to do, and let’s provide a mechanism 
to help them get to that point,” added Alexander. “There are 
a thousand things that go into running a place. So each of our 
students can be in the health sciences, they just follow a track. Pick 
what you like doing and just do it in a hospital.”

An education at MAHS isn’t all about academics, however. 
Students are also required to complete a community service 
and research project in their junior and senior years to qualify 
for graduation. Community service hours are completed during 
Saturday Schools held throughout the year and must be directed 

toward a health-science field. This not only provides students with 
job-shadowing opportunities and access to individuals who can 
help them make professional decisions, but also teaches them the 
value of service itself.

“It’s important kids work in the community. It’s important that 
they give back,” Williams said. “I think before you walk across 
that stage and get your diploma, you need to understand what 
community service is all about.” MAHS seeks to produce graduates 
who will make a positive difference in the world and in their 
communities, whether in Shelby County or elsewhere.

However, in the often rough-and-tumble world of urban 
Memphis, Williams has a general warning for all those who seek to 
walk the MAHS halls. “We reach out to everybody. Our doors are 
open, but when you come in, we want you to do the right thing. 
Our motto here is, ‘make good decisions, and make good choices.’ 
… I say, ‘You show me your friends, I’ll show you your future.’ If 
you’re hanging around with bad folks, you ain’t gonna last long,” 
he said. 

“We really emphasize a family-oriented environment where kids 
can feel safe, and parents can feel comfortable leaving their kids 
with us,” said Alexander. “Our job is to prepare them for excellence 
in education.”

The Memphis Academy of Health Sciences is a safe haven in an 
area where talented students might otherwise find themselves lost 
in a storm. Student artwork adorns the walls, college acceptance 
letters fill the bulletin boards and students move from class to class 
without fear of gang violence. 

As the saying goes, “don’t judge a book by its cover;” The same 
holds true for MAHS. Passersby may see a standard brick building 
and a crowd of typical teenagers, but the work being done here 
and the lives that will be changed forever are far from ordinary. 
<<<

Teachers Cherri Branch Donaldson (’91), seventh grade English; 
Angel Crawford (’05), ninth grade English; and McKale Jones 
(’07), middle school keyboarding, are also university alumni.

Williams is available for speaking engagements and has published 
a book titled “The 7 Keys to Success: A Comprehensive Guide to 
Urban School Development,” available at drrwilliams.com.
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When Cathy Whitehead (’10, ’13) finished her master’s 
degree and went to work for the Chester County School System, 
she had a plan. She knew her first year as a fully-fledged third- 
grade teacher would be a difficult one, full of learning curves and 
new challenges. Her second year, she hoped, would be a bit easier 
– she would have all the basics down and her classroom under 
control with an arsenal of life-changing lessons at her side. Year 
three would be “the year it all came together,” she said. 

However, life did not follow the plan. 
“My career began as countless others have, but it took a big turn 

around my third year,” she explained during a reception for soon-
to-be graduates of the UT Martin education program. “I had not 
accounted for reality in my plan. I had not accounted for students 
and the changing nature of education.” 

Whitehead told the student teachers how she looked in the 
mirror each morning and saw an exhausted woman staring back at 
her, a woman who said, “I am not enough. I cannot do this,” and 
quietly made plans to quit. 

And then she met Kevin. 
Kevin came from a rough family background, was performing 

significantly below grade level in reading and math, and had angry 
outbursts which Whitehead described as “absolutely legendary.” 
He was receiving special support in several subjects but didn’t 
seem to be improving. Whitehead decided this child was not going 
to be forgotten. 

She encouraged Kevin after small successes and gradually 
noticed progress in his mathematics. As the school year continued, 
Kevin’s grades climbed even higher and he steadily rose to the top 
of the class. 

“Once he got a taste of success, of true, authentic success, he 

absolutely took off, and by the end of the year he had tested out of 
special education services. He had the highest growth in math of 
any student in the third grade at our school,” said Whitehead. She 
attributes this change to one-on-one time, personal encouragement 
and Kevin’s increased ability to set and achieve his own goals.

Suddenly, Whitehead found she looked in the mirror and didn’t 
dread going to school. She decided not to quit after all. 

“That year was a big turning point in my journey,” she said. 
“Teaching had not gotten easier; I had gotten better. … I look in 
the mirror now and I know I’m enough.”

Whitehead was named the 2016 Tennessee Teacher of the Year 
this past summer and will represent Tennessee in the national 
Teacher of the Year competition in April. She earned her Master 
of Science degree in curriculum and instruction and a reading 
specialist endorsement from UT Martin in 2010 and 2013, 
respectively, and currently teaches third grade at West Chester 
Elementary School, where she received the Teacher of the Year 
Award for the 2014-15 school year. 

She is also serving a two-year term on Gov. Bill Haslam’s 
inaugural Governor’s Teacher Cabinet, which meets quarterly to 
advise the governor on educational policy and discuss information 
from the classroom.

“If there is one thing I want you to remember tonight, it’s this,” 
she told her audience, “There will come a time in your career when 
you will be tired. … Teaching can break your heart like nothing 
else can because the needs are so great and you can feel so small. 
But I want you to know this: you are enough. You are enougher 
than enough. You are so enough I cannot even tell you how 
enough you are. You are enough.”

You enough!are
by Erin Chesnut
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422
undergraduate students

45 
graduate students

154 
honors graduates

 467
total graduates
December 2016

Congratulations
to our newest alumni! 
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SEE MORE ONLINE
For the most up-to-date 
information, news and 
event schedules, check out 
the alumni website at 
www.utmforever.com. 
Now you can stay con-
nected, share news and 
photos and network all 
through utmforever.com.
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IN MEMORY 56

(the real deal)>>>

N E W S
alumni

As many of you are aware, UT Martin faced some large hurdles during 2015. We will continue to meet 

those challenges head on, and we will become stronger because of our efforts. I have been writing this column 

for 12 years now, always promoting our university and alumni programs, and asking you to help your alma 

mater. Heck, I even wrote about the campus squirrels!

Today, I ask for your help again. Our university must show the world we are going to be stronger because 

of the challenges we have faced. One way to accomplish this feat is to show strong alumni engagement. The 

best way to measure engagement is through annual giving percentages. Here are some ways you can help your 

alma mater:

1. Make a gift of any size. A $5 gift is just as important as a $5 million dollar gift. We need to increase 

our percentage of giving to show the world our alumni, like you, care about the direction of our 

university.

2. Purchase a lamp post in the quad in honor or in memory of someone. ALL FUNDS received from 

these donations will go toward the creation of landmark columns around campus, as seen in the 

photos. Each lamp post costs $1,000, which can be divided into equal payments of $83.33 each month 

for 12 months. Each column will cost approximately $10,000.

3. If you know a high school guidance counselor, reach out to that person and let them know UT Martin 

is a great place to send their students. Personal contact from friends can be a great persuader in many 

cases. Check out our university’s fact page at www.utm.edu/about/quickfacts.php; to see our latest 

accolades. 

4. Consider beginning a scholarship that will follow a student all four years he or she is attending UT 

Martin.  This program provides a $2,000 per year scholarship award, given to a freshman, that will 

follow that person through their collegiate career if they maintain good academic standing. You can 

read more about this program at www.utmforever.com/scholarships.

We often use #BeUTMProud on our social media postings, but I hope it means more than a few keystrokes 

to you. I am proud of what UTM has provided me by way of a great education, a foundation for leadership 

and different career opportunities. By coming together as proud alumni of UT Martin, we can make 2016 a 

great year. #BeUTMProud

(‘92, ‘96)
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GET 
INVOLVED!
As an alum of UT Martin, your continued 
engagement and involvement are critical to our 
success. Your personal commitment of time, talent 
and treasure will ensure our future growth and 
success. Visit our website to discover meaningful 
ways you can impact your university.

>Volunteer Opportunities
>Reunions
>Alumni Council
>Development Council
>Mentoring Program
>Young Alumni Council
>Speak Out for UT
>Alumni in the Classroom

UTMFOREVER.COM

In addition to visiting the website, 
feel free to write, call or email 
the UT Martin Office of Alumni Relations
for more information.

Office of Alumni Relations
Dunagan Alumni Center
1900 Alumni Way
Martin, TN 38238 
(731) 881-7610
alumni@utm.edu

(spotlight on alums)>>>
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(spotlight on alums)>>>

DWIGHT GATWOOD WORLD PERCUSSION ROOM  >>> Dozens were on hand Sept. 25 as UT Martin honored Dr. Dwight Gatwood, 
professor emeritus of music, with a dedication ceremony to officially name the Dwight Gatwood World Percussion Room in the university’s 
Fine Arts Building. Gatwood began his UT Martin career in 1972 as an assistant professor of music and was promoted to full professor in 
1986. He retired in 2008 after 36 years of dedicated service to the university, and is currently director of music at Huntingdon First United 
Methodist Church, a position he has held since 1983. Dwight and Dianne Gatwood’s son, David (‘99), is a UT Martin alum. Pictured in 
the Dwight Gatwood World Percussion Room are (l-r) Dr. Lynn Alexander, dean, College of Humanities and Fine Arts; Dr. Julie Hill (‘94), 
professor of music and interim chair, Department of Music; Dr. Dwight Gatwood, professor emeritus of music; Dianne Gatwood; David 
Gatwood; Dr. Bob Smith, interim chancellor; and Andy Wilson, vice chancellor for university advancement. <<<

Judge John Everett Williams (’77, right), of Huntingdon, 
received the first Distinguished Criminal Justice Alumni Award 
from the UT Martin Department of Behavioral Sciences during 
a luncheon Sept. 29. The award is intended to recognize those 
alumni who demonstrate leadership in the criminal justice field, 
professional excellence in their careers and outstanding support of 
the UT Martin Criminal Justice Program. Williams is pictured with 
Jesse Luke Robinson, student president of the UT Martin Kappa 
Epsilon chapter of Alpha Phi Sigma, who presented the award.
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(spotlight on alums)>>>

REP. ED JONES REMEMBERED AT UT MARTIN  >>>UT Martin maintains a permanent replica of the Yorkville office of the late 
U.S. Rep. Ed Jones (D-Tenn.) in the Paul Meek Library on the main campus. Jones, a native of Yorkville, graduated from the University of 
Tennessee Junior College, now UT Martin, in 1932 and served Tennessee’s 8th District in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1969-
1989. Meg Kinnard, granddaughter of Jones, recently added to the university’s archive collection by donating Jones’ signed gavel, signed 
photographs from Presidents Carter and George H. W. Bush and various awards received by Jones during his lifetime. Pictured in front 
of Jones’ portrait are Joe Hill, Jones’ congressional district aid; Dr. Todd Winters, professor and dean, College of Agriculture and Applied 
Sciences; Andy Wilson, vice chancellor for university advancement; Kinnard; Geoffery Hardee, guest of the family; Terry Oliver (‘68), former 
Tennessee Commissioner of Agriculture; and Dr. Jim Byford (‘66), dean emeritus, College of Agriculture and Applied Sciences.  <<<

Joella Bates (’83) of Waverly, is the founder of Operation 
Outdoor Outreach, a program that reconnects youth, women and 
families with the outdoor world through archery programs. Bates 
is also a five-time world champion professional archer, and is the 
first woman in the world to take a wild turkey Grand Slam (four 
subspecies) in a single season, which she achieved in only 16 
days in 2004. She is also the first woman in the world to take an 

African cape buffalo with a bow. Bates holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in natural resources management from UT Martin and a 
Master of Science degree in biology from Tennessee Technological 
University. She is also a member of the UT Martin Athletic Hall 
of Fame, inducted in 1996 for her accomplishments on the rifle 
team.
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(spotlight on alums)>>>

Dr. Stephen L. Mansfield (MBA ’86), Methodist Health System president and CEO, was 
named Distinguished Business Leader of the Year in October by the Texas Association of 
Business – Dallas Chapter. Since joining Methodist Health System in 2006, Mansfield has 
overseen tremendous growth, providing critical health-care options to North Texas families 
and adding thousands of jobs. He is the immediate past-chairman of the Dallas Regional 
Chamber, and was recognized by D Magazine as Healthcare Executive of the Year in 2014 
and included as a “Top Newsmaker to Watch for 2013” by Dallas Business Journal. In 
2012, he was awarded “Entrepreneur of the Year” by Ernst & Young and was selected as 
“Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser” by the March of Dimes in 2009.
“It is an honor to be named Distinguished Business Leader of the year by the Texas 
Association of Business. I am proud of Methodist’s achievements and appreciate 
the support of the leadership team and Board of Directors,” Mansfield said during a 
presentation event at the Dallas Museum of Art. “I am dedicated to ensuring Methodist 
will long serve its employees as a best place to work and its patients as a top health-care 
system in North Texas.”

 Six UT Martin alumni and one current employee were included 
in the Jackson Sun’s 2015 edition of “Forty Under Forty: West 
Tennessee’s Up-and-Comers,” published Oct. 18. Lanier English 
(’02), of Jackson, is the corporate operations officer at McCoy’s 
Heating and Air, Inc.; Lindsay Frilling (’01, ’02), of Union City, 
is CEO of the Obion County Joint Economic Development Council; 
and Ashley Holliday (’04), of Jackson, is a managing attorney 
at West Tennessee Legal Services, Inc., and a graduate of the 

WestStar Leadership Program. Whitney McCullar (’08), of 
Medina, is executive vice president and chief operating officer at 
Farmers and Merchants Bank; Beth Parnell (’04), of Jackson, is 
the organizational communications manager with West Tennessee 
Healthcare; and Amy Thompson (’05), of McKenzie, is director of 
development at Bethel University. Kelli Deere, of Lexington, joined 
the UT Martin family in 2012 and is director of the UT Martin 
Parsons Center.

UT MARTIN ALUMNI HONOR FORMER PROFESSOR  >>> Dr. Kendall Blanchard, former UT Martin chief academic officer, and his 
wife, Connie, recently spent three weeks in Korea where he worked with Dr. Choong Kim, president of Cyber University and UT Martin 
professor emeritus, on an online course about Korean culture and history. They attended a book-signing party and banquet that Cyber 
University hosted to celebrate the publication of Kim’s latest book, “Travels Through Time: Tales of a Young Scholar of Korea in the 1960s.” 
Approximately 50 people attended this event, about 20 of whom are UT Martin graduates and Kim’s former students.Kendall is pictured in 
the back row, immediately to the right of the banner, and Connie is second row, second from banner.  <<<
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REGISTERED DIETICIANS DISCOVER COMMON BOND  >>> 
Three UT Martin alumni have several important things in common: 
they are registered dieticians, they’re active in the South Carolina 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, and they each call South 
Carolina home. (l to r) Katherine Gattis Shavo (UTM BS ‘88, 
UTK MS ‘96), Charlotte Caperton-Kilburn, M.S. (UTM BS 
‘87) and Ann Childers, (UTM BS ‘77, MS ‘79) gathered during 
a regulatory day in late 2014 when SCAND officers were visiting 
government agencies. Shavo is a nutritionist for the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Office on Aging; Caperton-Kilburn is the owner of 
Nutrition For Life Performance in Charleston and a board-certified 
specialist in sports dietetics; and Childers is the manager of 
clinical nutrition and informatics at Palmetto Health Richland in 
Columbia.<<<

Roger Amos Page (’75), of Madison County, was appointed 
to the Tennessee Supreme Court in January 2016 by Tennessee 
Gov. Bill Haslam. He replaced Justice Gary R. Wade, who retired 
in September 2015. His appointment is subject to confirmation by 
the Tennessee General Assembly. Page, a Henderson native, has 
been a judge on the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals since his 
appointment by Haslam in December 2011. He previously served 
as a circuit court judge for the 26th Judicial District, which includes 

UT MARTIN ALUMS HONORED FOR ATHLETICS SUCCESS  
>>>Leah Taylor Eakin (’13, MBA ‘14), softball; Gina 
Warren McClure (’94, MS ’97), basketball/tennis; and Mike 
Taylor (‘88), football/football official, have each earned hall of 
fame recognition for their athletics accomplishments. Eakin and 
McClure were inducted into the Brownsville States-Graphic’s 
Haywood County Sports Hall of Fame on Dec. 17, 2015. Taylor will 
be inducted into the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame on June 17. All 
were outstanding high school and UT Martin athletes. Mike Taylor 
has also officiated at the highest levels of college football. <<<

Chester, Henderson and Madison counties. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree in pharmacy from the University of Tennessee College of 
Pharmacy (’78) and a law degree from the University of Memphis 
(’84). 
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LANDRUM FAMILY TIES RUN DEEP AT UT MARTIN >>>UT Martin’s “Information for Families” brochure annually features university 
graduates and their children who are currently attending UTM. Jim (’83) and Diane (’84) Croom, of Greenfield, and their daughters Laura 
(‘15) and Callie are featured in the current edition of the publication. 

Callie is a senior agriculture major with a concentration in agricultural business, and Laura is a first-year veterinary student at Auburn 
University. The family’s son and brother, James Landrum “Jimmy” Croom, attended UT Martin and pursued the health science pre-professional 
academic track as a biology major from August 2008 until his death in October 2009.

Family heads Cecil and Annie Landrum have nine grandchildren, including Jim Croom. All but one graduated from UT Martin, and the one 
non-UT Martin alum graduated from UT Knoxville. Family ties are noted on the opposite page as compiled by Joe Croom (’73, ’81). 
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Please fill out the information below and mail it to us, or go to utmforever.com and let us 
know what you have been up to or update your address if it has changed.

Full Name (include maiden name, if applicable): ___________________________________________

Years Attended:  ___________  through  __________ School/College of: ____________________

Degree(s):  ______________________ Major:  _______________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________ City/State/Zip: _____________________

Home Phone:  _______________________ Cell Phone:  _______________________________

Occupation:  ________________________ Business Name or Employer: ___________________

Business Address:  _____________________________ City/State/Zip: _____________________

Your Email Address:  ____________________________________________________________

Would you like your Email address published in Campus Scene? Yes q No q

Full Name of Spouse:  ___________________________________________________________

Did your spouse attend UT Martin? Yes q No q

Years Attended:  ___________  through  __________ School/College of:  ____________________

Degree(s):  ______________________ Major:  _______________________________________

Occupation:  ________________________ Business Name of Employer:  ___________________

Business Address:  _____________________________ City/State/Zip: _____________________

Spouse’s Email Address:  _________________________________________________________

Names and Ages of Children:______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Additional News (honors, promotions, etc.):  ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

List your current hobbies:  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Would you consider taking an active leadership role in UT Martin alumni activities? Yes q No q

Would you like this information published in Campus Scene? Yes q No q

If you know anyone who may be interested in UT Martin and is a high school junior or senior, please give 

us his or her name and address.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Enclose a recent color headshot photo, if possible. No low-resolution digital photos, please! Photographs cannot be 
returned to you. Every effort will be made to use all color headshots submitted. However, space considerations and/or 
photo quality may prevent us from using submitted photos in some instances. Email photos to alumni@utm.edu.

Fill out, clip and return this form to: 
UT Alumni Association – Martin Office
Dunagan Alumni Center
1900 Alumni Way
Martin, TN 38238

(we want to know)>>> 
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• Janet Landrum (UTM ’69); husband, 
Wayne Fanning (UTK ’71).

• Jerry Landrum (UTM ’77); wife, Jenny 
Landrum (UTM ’76, ’77); daughter, 
Meg Landrum Payne (UTM ’03); 
son-in-law, Matt Payne (UTM ’03); 
son, Doug Landrum (UTM ’07); 
and daughter-in-law, Ashley Myatt 
Landrum (UTM ’09).

• Joan Landrum Howell (UTM ’80); son, 
Jerod Howell (UTM ’07); daughter-
in-law, Lindsey Latham Howell (UTM 
’09); son, Jordan Howell (UTM ’10).

• Paula Marie Williams (UTK ’69); 
husband, John Pharis Bell (UTK ’68, 
DDS UTHSC ’75).

• Linda Judy Chute (UTM ’71); son, 
David Light (UTM ’91); stepson, Allan 
Deigan (senior UTM student).

• Brenda Judy Whitehead (UTM ’67, 
UTK ’85); husband, James Whitehead 
(UTM ’67, UTK ’74).

• Ronald Wayne Croom (UTM ’70); 
wife, Brenda Croom (UTM ’72).

• Allen B. (Joe) Croom (UTM ’73, Mac 
(’81); son, Allen B. (Joey) Croom II 
(UTM ’05); daughter, Wendy Croom 
Freeman (UTM ’97, MS ’99); stepson, 
Justin Lattus (UTM ’99).

• James Lee (Jimmy) Croom (UTM ’83); 
wife, Diane Croom (UTM ’84); son, 
James Landrum Croom (attended 
UTM, 2008-09); daughter, Laura 
Croom (UTM ’14); daughter, Callie 
Croom (senior UTM student). <<<

Grandchildren (and their 
families) of Cecil and Annie 
Landrum with UT degrees
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(class notes)>>>

1944
Warren W. Webb (’44) is a professor 
emeritus of psychology at Vanderbilt 
University School of Medicine. He is retired 
and living in Brentwood. 

1960
Charles Gregory (’60) is now retired. 
He and his wife, Amy, have five grown 
children. Email: Charlesgregory@ardmore.
net

1972

Carol Williams Shanklin (’72, above 
right) is the dean of graduate schools at 
Kansas State University in Manhattan, Kan. 
She received an award from the Academy 
of Nutrition and Dietetics for excellence 
in research practices in 2015. Email: 
shanklin@k-state.edu

1974
Dr. P. J. Scott (’74) is the transitional 
pastor at New Harmony Baptist Church 
in Paris. He and his wife, Betty, have one 
daughter, Dr. Norma Scott Gerrell, who 
became interim chair of the UT Martin De-
partment of Educational Studies in August 
2015. Email: pjscottmore@yahoo.com

1975
Dr. Charlotte Maricia Staggs (’75) is a 

counselor at Reflections Counseling and 
resides in Nunnelly. She serves as secretary 
for the Hickman Humane Society and is 
a member of the Hickman County Health 
Council and the Hickman County Suicide 
Awareness and Prevention Task Force. 

1984
Nasser Bayram (’84) was an interna-
tional student from Lebanon who earned a 
computer science degree. He now resides 
in Saudi Arabia, where he is director of 
Zahid Tractor. 

2001
Scott Caldwell (’01) is a civil engineer 
with Berry Engineers, LLC, in Cleveland. He 
is a full-time civil site designer and is work-
ing on obtaining his master’s degree in 
engineering management online from the 
University of Louisville. He and his wife, 
Amy, have three children: Elijah, Evan and 
Emory. Email: sdcaldw@clemson.edu

2009

Daniel Burke (’09) is president of Burke 
Financial Group in Nashville. His wife, 
Elizabeth Hudson Burke (’10), re-
ceived her Master of Science in Nursing 
degree in 2013 and Doctor of Nursing 
Practice in 2015, both from Vanderbilt 
University School of Nursing. Daniel email: 
Daniel@BurkeFG.com; Elizabeth email: 
lizburke521@gmail.com

.(in memory)>>>

Billy Frank Cate, of Martin, passed away 
Sept. 7, 2015. 
Brian “Bub” Hicks, of Spring Hill, passed 
away Jan. 17, 2016.
Paul James Jenkins, of Gulf Breeze, Fla., 
passed away Nov. 16, 2015. 
George Macintyre, of Nashville, passed 
away Jan. 5, 2016 (former head UT Martin 
football coach).
Carolyn Allen Milton, of Williamsburg, 
Va., passed away Aug. 2, 2015.
Jay W. Morris, of the Zion Community in 
Maury County, passed away Dec. 21, 2015 
(UT Junior College).
Dr. Robert J. (Bob) Muncy, of Nashville, 
passed away in October 2015 (retired 
faculty).
Christopher Daniel Owen, of Paris, 
passed away Nov. 30, 2015 (current UT 
Martin student).
Carl P. Savage, of Martin, passed away 
Nov. 5, 2015 (retired UT Martin faculty).
Mary Euin Smith, of Somerville, passed 
away Sept. 19, 2015 (retired UT Martin 
staff).
James E. Spears, of West Memphis, Ark., 
passed away Oct. 23, 2015 (former UT 
Martin faculty member).
Dr. Jack Clements Stripling, of Lexing-
ton, passed away Oct. 25, 2015.
Ed Isaac Taylor Jr., of Jacksonville, Fla., 
passed away Nov. 25, 2015.
Thel Ward Taylor, of Union City, passed 
away Dec. 30, 2015 (retired UT Martin 
faculty).
Ira Nicholas Walker, of Jackson, passed 
away Sept. 19, 2015 (UT Martin Jackson 
Center instructor).
Dr. Crystal Whitlow, of McKenzie, 
passed away Sept. 5, 2015 (retired UT 
Martin faculty).
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<<< (one last thought)
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT >>> Stephen McBride, Agriculture Business, Beechgrove

My UT Martin advantage is the
family atmosphere

>>> There have been 13 national 
Future Farmers of America officers from 
Tennessee, but only one from UT Martin. 
Stephen McBride, a senior agriculture 
business major from Beechgrove, was 
elected in 2014 to serve one year as the 
FFA Southern Region Vice President. 

After his national election, McBride 
took a leave of absence from UT Martin 
to spend the following year training, 
traveling more than 100,000 national 
and international miles to conventions 
and chapter visits, visiting some of the 
country’s greatest landmarks and serving 
10 days in Japan with his national team. 

He was able to fuel his passion for 

agriculture and explore the country, while 
also learning from some of the industry’s 
greatest leaders.

McBride’s year as the Southern Region 
Vice President secured his direction and 
passion for the future. “I know that my 
strengths are in communicating with 
people and just really pouring into their 
lives,” he said. “I know that I want to have 
a career in the agriculture business world, 
where I’m just kind of helping people with 
some daily need that they have, while also 
kind of teaching them a little bit about the 
importance of agriculture to their lives.” 

Before taking the position as a national 
officer, McBride continued his family legacy 

by completing a term as Tennessee FFA 
Association state president. His father, 
Mark, held the same position in 1980-
81, later followed by McBride’s brother, 
Matthew, who served in the same role in 
2006-07. Both are also UT Martin alumni.

McBride returned to UT Martin for the 
spring 2016 semester and will complete his 
agriculture business degree this December. 
“Who knows where I’ll be a year from 
now, but I know that my experience at UT 
Martin has been a very good one, and I’m 
excited to finish out my degree,” he said. 
<<<
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Take up the challenge and help UT Martin raise $250,000!

Captain’s Challenge 2016

April 
25 - 29
Visit 
challenge.utm.edu 
for more information.


