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History never really says goodbye. History says, “See you later.” – Eduardo Galeano

I enjoy the study of history. I’m particularly interested in Tennessee history. And since 
moving back to West Tennessee in 2017, I’ve invested much time into my family’s history.

I’ve learned more about my grandparents’ country store in Frog Jump, and I’ve studied 
about my great-grandmother’s farm in Dyer. Studying my history helps me know more 
about the rituals and traditions of our current family.

I also think a great deal about UT Martin’s history. Founded in 1900 as Hall-Moody 
Institute, we’ve been educating students in West Tennessee for 120 years. I’m thankful 
that the local community, the leadership at the University of Tennessee and our local 
legislative delegation decided to work together to bring a public university to northwest 
Tennessee when Hall-Moody considered closing in the 1920s. We had a humble 
beginning, but my, how we’ve grown!

Do you think our founders could have ever imagined that UT Martin would eventually be 
the top-ranked public Tennessee institution on the U.S. News & World Report lists for:

• Regional universities in the South

• Best universities for veterans in the South

• Best-value universities in the South

• Regional universities for social mobility in the South?

Did they ever think we could place among The Princeton Review’s best southeastern 
colleges for 17 consecutive years? 

Or could the leadership in 1927 ever dream that our graduates would contribute a record-
breaking $28.8 million in university gifts and bequests to support our students, faculty 
and programs in 2018-19?

“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree 
without roots.” – Marcus Garvey 

What will the next 120 years yield for UT Martin? If the past is any indication, we’ll look 
forward to another period of incredible growth and support. Let’s celebrate our history 
and look to the future – together.

Be UTM proud!

                                                                                                        

Dr. Keith S. Carver Jr.
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It came as no surprise when Henrietta Giles, lecturer for the Department of 
Communications, chose to pursue a career in the broadcast industry. “My mom 
used to talk about how obsessed I was with the news. I was fascinated as a 
child, and even when I became older, I was fascinated by the fact that (radio 
and television) have so much power,” she said. 

After completing her bachelor’s degree at UT Martin in 1984, Giles, a 
Haywood County native, worked in television at both the local and national 
levels. As a freelance producer for the Oprah Winfrey Show, she traveled across 
the country to produce various segments, including stories about post-Katrina 
hurricane recovery and a man who accidentally killed his wife. 

“I had to interview people who had just lost everything. They had just lost 
family members or didn’t know where their family members were, so there was 
a sense of desperation,” she said. 

As a writer, producer and filmmaker, Giles channeled her passion for 
storytelling into the creation of documentaries. In 2015, she won an Emmy 
for her film “Reflect, Reclaim, Rejoice: Preserving the Gift of Black Sacred 
Music.” The project originally focused on showing viewers how to sing black 
sacred music but instead transformed into a documentary about the historical 
importance of the music and how to preserve, teach and sing it. 

Giles joined the communications department faculty in fall 2015 and has 
since taught her students to give their employers more than what they ask 
for. In addition to her teaching work, she is also the faculty adviser for the UT 
Martin Collegiate Choir – Voices of Harmony, of which she was once a student 
member. Giles is currently working toward a doctoral degree in rhetoric and 
media studies from the University of Memphis. 

“One of my students asked me why I decided to work on my doctorate. I 
told him it was for him and the other students. I want to offer them the best 
information about media and the best ways to examine an issue,” she said. “By 
sharpening my skills, I can better prepare them for what’s ahead.”

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT Henrietta Giles
Department of Communications
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EVERYWHERE YOU LOOK – A 65-foot-tall grain bin seven miles south of the UT Martin campus served as the canvas for the University of 
Tennessee System’s 46-foot-high by 66-foot-wide mural aimed at educating Tennesseans on the significant impact the university has across the 
state. The grain bin is owned by Robinson & Belew Inc., a family-run business founded in 1950 that ships corn, soybeans and wheat around 
the world. “I thought this was something that we could do to help UT and help UT Martin and just give back a little bit,” said Keith Fowler, 
president of Robinson & Belew Inc. Keith and his wife, Linda Robinson Fowler, are both 1985 graduates of UT Martin. The bin is located in 
Sharon, south of the UT Martin main campus, and was painted in June by artist Troy Freeman, of Freesky Studios in Springfield, Illinois.
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OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARDS   – UT Martin presented homecoming awards to (l-r) Christopher Pierce (‘90), 
of Savannah; Mary Katherine Hill (‘12), of Memphis; and Bill (‘70) and Rosann Nunnelly, of Nashville during the annual 
Chancellor’s Brunch and Alumni Awards Program held Nov. 2 in the Paul Meek Library. Pierce received the 2019 Outstanding 
Alumni Award, and Hill received the 2019 Outstanding Young Alumni Award for their achievements in their respective professions. 
The Nunnellys were honored with the 2019 Chancellor’s Award for University Service after bequeathing UT Martin with $22 million, 
the largest gift in university history. These funds provide scholarships to students from rural Tennessee counties. The award winners 
are pictured with (far right) Hollianne Carver and Chancellor Keith Carver and Mary Katherine Hill’s son, Lucah. 
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FULTON THEATRE REOPENED  – UT Martin officially reopened the Harriet Fulton Theatre in the Fine Arts Building during 
a reception Aug. 19. The theatre was closed during the 2018-19 academic year to allow renovation of the audience space as 
well as the replacement of aging theatrical components. The new theatre features state-of-the-art lighting and rigging systems 
as well as new carpet and seating. The Harriet Fulton Theatre is home to theatre, dance and musical performances. Pictured (l-r) 
are Dr. Lynn Alexander, dean of the College of Humanities and Fine Arts; Dr. Philip Acree Cavalier, university provost; Dr. Julie 
Hill (‘94), chair of the Department of Music; Doug Cook (‘77), past chair of the Department of Visual and Theatre Arts; and 
Dr. Carol Eckert, interim chair of the Department of Visual and Theatre Arts.

JOHNSON NAMED UT MARTIN ASSISTANT VICE 
CHANCELLOR  – Jacquelyn Johnson (’08, ‘10) was 
named UT Martin’s new assistant vice chancellor for alumni 
relations and annual giving in fall 2019. Johnson is originally 
from Fayette County and came to UT Martin as a student in 
2005. She first became a university staff member in 2009 
as budget coordinator for the WestStar Leadership Program 
and later joined the UT Martin Office of Alumni Relations 
in 2016 as associate director of alumni programs. She has 
served as interim director for alumni relations and annual 
giving since 2018 when Dr. Charley Deal (‘92,’96), 
former assistant vice chancellor, became executive director 
of research, outreach and economic development. She 
holds both a bachelor’s degree in international studies and 
a Master of Business Administration from UT Martin and is 
pursuing a doctoral degree in learning and leadership at UT 
Chattanooga.

7Spring 2020alumni.utm.edu
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UT MARTIN ENGINEERS PLACE 12TH IN THE 
WORLD  – Three UT Martin engineering students placed 
fourth in their category and 12th overall in the third-annual 
Spaceport America Cup, held June 18-22 in Las Cruces, New 
Mexico. This annual competition is the only international 
collegiate rocket engineering competition in the world. 

Cy Pemberton (‘19), of Milan; Nathan Williamson 
(‘19), of Martin; and Enrico Zoboli, originally from Italy, 

UT Martin rocket team members (l-r) Enrico Zoboli, originally from Italy; Cy Pemberton, of Milan; and Nathan Williamson, of Martin, are pictured with 
their rocket, the “Skyhawk Screamer,” during the third-annual Spaceport America Cup, held June 18-22 in Las Cruces, New Mexico.

composed this year’s team and competed in the 10k SRAD 
solid motor category. This means their rocket had to reach or 
exceed 10,000 feet above ground level, and the propulsion 
system had to be entirely student researched, designed and 
fabricated as opposed to purchasing a pre-made propulsion 
system. Pemberton and Williamson both graduated from 
UT Martin with bachelor’s degrees in engineering in spring 
2019, and Zoboli is now a junior engineering student.
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Pictured (l-r) are Donna Neblett, director of the UT Martin Educator 
Preparation Program; Stella Preuett and Avery Partin, both seniors from 
Union City; and Mikayla Shupp, a junior from Troy

FIRST OBION COUNTY STUDENTS RECEIVE 
ANNETTE SUBLETT FERGUSON SCHOLARSHIPS  
– Stella Preuett and Avery Partin, both of Union City, and 
Mikayla Shupp, of Troy, are the first recipients of UT Martin’s 
Annette Sublett Ferguson Scholarship, created in memory of 
the longtime Obion County educator. All three students are 
studying to become teachers in K-5 classrooms. 

Ferguson (‘82,’05) was an Obion County native and 
spent 11 years in the local school system before she passed 
away Sept. 18, 2016, after a battle with breast cancer. 
Her husband, Scott Ferguson, established the scholarship 
endowment in her name in 2017 to help future Obion 
County educators benefit from his wife’s legacy. Annette 
taught at both Ridgemont and Lake Road elementary schools 
and was twice selected at the Obion County Teacher of the 
Year. 

Preuett and Partin are both seniors and plan to graduate in 
2020 to pursue careers in early childhood education in Obion 
County. Shupp is currently a junior and plans to teach in 
Tennessee immediately following graduation before pursuing 
her dream of teaching in England. All three are the daughters 
of educators who once worked alongside Ferguson in the 
Obion County School System. 
 

TWENGE DISCUSSES MENTAL HEALTH, SOCIAL 
CULTURE AND THE ‘iGEN’ GENERATION – Dr. 
Jean Twenge, professor of psychology at San Diego State 
University, spoke Sept. 3 at UT Martin as the first guest in the 
university’s ENGAGE Civic Initiative. Her presentation focused 
on “iGen: The Smartphone Generation” from a psychological 
perspective and offered insights into current social and health 
trends for those born from 1995-2012.

National data shows that 12 to 17-year-olds who self-
reported a depressive episode in the past 12 months 
doubled from 2011 to 2018, rising from eight percent to 
16 percent in seven years. There are also increases in self-
reported depression, anxiety, suicidal thoughts and self-
harm behaviors among undergraduates during this same 
timeframe.

“2012 and into 2013 was the first time that most 
Americans owned a smartphone,” said Twenge. “It’s also 
around the time that social media use among high school 
students started to really become popular. ...So many of the 
causes of happiness and depression are out of our control. 
We can’t help the genes we were born with; we can’t help 
the negative stuff that happened to us in the past but, you 
know what we can do? We can control how we spend our 
leisure time. So, what do you do? You don’t have to give up 
the phone. You don’t even have to give up social media if 
that’s something that you want to do. But think about those 
things that really do make you happy.”

Twenge recommends limiting leisure smartphone use to 
fewer than two hours per day, not including time needed for 
professional work, homework and navigation. 

9Spring 2020alumni.utm.edu
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Twenty-four incoming transfer students and several UT Martin staff members participated in the first Transfer Boot Camp event Aug. 2-4. This group 
photo was taken outside the Dunagan Alumni Center on the UT Martin main campus.

INCOMING TRANSFER STUDENTS PARTICIPATE 
IN PILOT BOOT CAMP PROGRAM  – Twenty-four 
students participated in the state’s first-ever Transfer Boot 
Camp held Aug. 2-4 at Camp Linden in Perry County. This 
weekend event, hosted by UT Martin and funded by the 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission, was designed to 
help incoming transfer students understand the opportunities 
and resources available to them at UT Martin and connect 
with other transfer students to create a support network 

before the start of the fall semester. 
Of the 28 participants, five transferred from out-of-state 

institutions, and eight have attended at least two other 
colleges or universities before beginning at UT Martin last 
fall. The group was able to connect with UT Martin college 
deans and department heads as well as five peer mentors 
and other staff members from the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions.

 

Join us for
Spri g Preview Day

on
April 4

Register at utm.edu/previewday

n
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UT MARTIN IS TOP TENNESSEE PUBLIC IN THE 
SOUTH, TIED FOR BEST NURSING PROGRAM IN 
NATION – UT Martin claimed several top spots in the 
2020 U.S. News & World Report college rankings released 
in September. UT Martin is the top-ranked public Tennessee 
institution on the lists of top regional universities in the 
South, best universities for veterans in the South, best-value 
universities in the South and regional universities for social 
mobility in the South.

When both public and private institutions are considered, 
UT Martin is tied for 12th-place among top regional public 
institutions in the South, tied for 16th-place among the best 
universities for veterans and tied for 28th-place among all 
regional southern universities. UT Martin is also ranked 39th 
among the best-value institutions in the South and 36th 
among universities for social mobility. This last category is 
a new ranking that measures how well a school helps Pell 
Grant-eligible students graduate and progress into the work 
force. 

The Princeton Review also included UT Martin among the 
best southeastern colleges for the 17th consecutive year, 
and Washington Monthly ranks UT Martin 31st in their “Best 
Bang for the Buck” category for southern schools. UT Martin 
is the top-ranked public institution in Tennessee on this list. 

The UT Martin Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree 

program is tied for the top bachelor’s degree in nursing 
in the country, according to RNCareers.org. UT Martin is 
among 13 universities to have received a perfect score in 
this ranking, which considers multiple years of data from the 
National Council Licensure Examination for registered nurses. 

UT Martin’s selection of online programs also received high 
praise last summer. UT Martin’s online offerings as a whole 
are listed third on Study.com’s list of the most affordable 
online colleges, and the master’s degree in education 
with a major in school counseling ranks 17th among 
SuccessfulStudent.org’s list of the best online degrees in this 
field. UT Martin is only the second Tennessee institution on 
this particular list, trailing behind Vanderbilt University in 
second place. 

The bachelor’s degree program in business administration 
is ranked 22nd overall and first in Tennessee on 
AffordableSchools.net’s list of the top-value business 
administration online degree programs in 2019.

The Master of Business Administration degree has earned 
a place in two separate rankings for value and quality. The 
program is ranked fifth among the best online MBA degree 
programs in Tennessee by MBACentral.org and 32nd overall 
(first in Tennessee) among TheBestSchools.org’s list of the 
most affordable online MBA programs in the nation.

UT MARTIN REPORTS INCREASED TOTAL 
ENROLLMENT, THREE YEARS OF GROWTH  – UT 
Martin reported 7,296 students enrolled this past fall 
semester, including both undergraduate and graduate-level 
students. This shows a 3.2 percent total increase over the 
fall 2018 enrollment numbers with the largest increases 
appearing at the graduate level and in dual-enrollment 
courses. 

There were 517 graduate students studying at UT Martin 
this fall – a 37.9 percent increase over fall 2018. This 
included 113 first-time graduate students and 29 readmitted 
or returning students. Undergraduate enrollment stood 
at 6,779 – a 1.3 percent increase from fall 2018. Dual-
enrollment courses, which offer college credit to high school 
students across the region, reported a 17.4 percent increase 
over fall 2018 for a total of 1,422 students who were 
enrolled in at least one course. 

The fall 2019 freshman cohort, which included first-time 
freshmen who started classes during both the summer and 
fall semesters, included 1,160 students for a 1.5 percent 
increase in the first-time freshman class over fall 2018. The 
freshman class has shown steady increases since fall 2016.

“We are already building connections with every eligible 
high school student in Tennessee from sophomore year 
on, and we are now building an aggressive out-of-state 
recruitment plan as well. I believe we will continue to see 
these numbers rise as more and more students come to 
realize what a wonderful place UT Martin is to spread their 
wings,” said Chancellor Keith Carver.

Total university enrollment has continued to grow over 
the past three years with an increase of 500 undergraduate 
students and 591 students overall since fall 2016. Freshman-
to-sophomore retention rates also increased 1 percent in 
2019, up to 74.5 percent from 73.7 percent. 
 

Register at utm.edu/previewday
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JUST A LITTLE NIBBLE – Anna Ordonio, a freshman equestrian athlete 
from Frederick, Maryland, is nibbled by Luigi the horse during an equestrian 
competition against South Dakota State at the Ned McWherter Agricultural 
Pavilion in October. During a break in competition, Ordonio hugged Luigi’s 
muzzle and was surprised when he returned the affection by latching on to her 
shirt with his teeth. The Skyhawks defeated South Dakota State, 9-8.



HALL

FAME
OF

SIX UT MARTIN LEGENDS INDUCTED INTO 
ATHLETICS HALL OF FAME

by Ryne Rickman
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UT Martin officially enshrined Heather Butler (women’s basketball, 2010-
14), Tymikia Gunn-Glenn (track and field, 1999-2002), Jay Johnson 
(football/baseball, 1970-73), Jasmine Newsome (women’s basketball, 

2010-14), DeWayne “Pooh” Powell (men’s basketball, 1992-96) and Taurean 
Stephens (football, 2003-06) as the star-studded Athletics Hall of Fame class of 
2019 on Homecoming weekend.

Butler (‘14) helped the Skyhawk women’s basketball program reach 
unprecedented heights, pouring in 2,865 career points – which ranks as the most 
in Ohio Valley Conference history and was 16th on the NCAA’s all-time scoring 
list. A four-time All-OVC first team selection and 2014 OVC Player of the Year, 
she guided UT Martin to 87 victories and four consecutive NCAA Tournament 
appearances. She scored in double-figures in all 129 games of her career (the 
second-longest streak in NCAA history) and tied an NCAA record with 392 three-
pointers during her illustrious career. The Medina native became the first-ever OVC 
player to earn a spot on a WNBA roster when she played for the San Antonio Stars 
in 2014.

“It honestly means the world to me to be getting inducted into UT Martin’s 
Hall of Fame,” Butler said. “It’s a surreal feeling to be a part of so many amazing 
athletes and people throughout UT Martin’s history and to now see my name up 
there with them – it is such a blessing that I will forever be grateful for.”

During her Skyhawk tenure, Gunn-Glenn (‘01) shattered seven track and field 
school records which still stand to this day. The Memphis native competed in 
mostly sprints, hurdles and jump events and made an immediate impact – setting 
five program records in her first two seasons. She still holds the school records for 
the indoor 60-meter run (7.98), indoor 60-meter hurdles (9.20), indoor triple jump 
(37-10.25’), outdoor 100-meter hurdles (14.80) and outdoor triple jump (38-9’). 
She also took part in the record-setting indoor 4x400 relay (3:54.56) and outdoor 
4x400 relay (3:45.99).

“To be inducted is truly an honor and one that I don’t take lightly,” Gunn-Glenn 
said. “I’m very humbled and appreciative to be chosen. It’s a dream come true. 
Being a student-athlete at UT Martin was some of the best times of my life.”

An Exeter, California native, Johnson (‘73) nabbed All-Gulf South Conference 
accolades in both football (1972) and baseball (1973) during his UT Martin playing 
career. A defensive end on the gridiron, he earned National Player of the Week 
honors in 1971. On the diamond, he was a catcher who collected a .385 batting 
average with 15 doubles, nine home runs, 42 RBIs and 46 runs scored. He hit a 
team-high .420 with seven homers and 26 RBIs in only 25 games as a junior in 
1972, helping UT Martin to a 21-9 record and its second consecutive trip to the 
national postseason tournament.

“UT Martin allowed me to obtain a degree which has served me well in 
adulthood and served as an example to my family of what a college education 
can provide,” Johnson said. “I am thankful for the many opportunities that an 
education at UT Martin afforded me. The beauty of the campus quad, the quality 



of the education and the enjoyment of a small town are 
memories I hold dear. I have many lifelong connections with 
teammates that I enjoy to this day.”

Also at the forefront of the Skyhawks’ 2010-14 success in 
women’s basketball was Newsome (‘14,’17), a four-time 
All-OVC first team selection, two-time OVC Player of the Year 
and three-time OVC Defensive Player of the Year. Starting in 
all 131 games of her career, she became the school’s first 
Associated Press All-American in 2013, helping lead UT 
Martin to its first four NCAA Tournament appearances. The 
Millington native ranked only behind teammate (and Class 
of 2019 Hall of Fame inductee) Heather Butler in all-time 
scoring (2,566 points) at the OVC level while setting the 
Skyhawk school record with 681 career assists.

“Being inducted into the UT Martin Hall of Fame is truly an 
honor and something I never dreamed of,” Newsome said. 
“It’s kind of surreal – I am humbled beyond belief. To be able 
to go in with my partner-in-crime, Heather Butler, is icing on 
the cake. It’s a great opportunity to let my family, friends and 
coach Kevin McMillan know how grateful and thankful I am 
for helping me get here.”

Powell was named to the All-OVC men’s basketball squad 
in each of his four seasons, leaving as the league’s all-time 
leader in three-point field goals made (302). He currently 
tops UT Martin’s all-time record book in three-pointers and 
steals (263) and ranks in the top-five in program history 
in points (1,626, fourth) and assists (330, fifth). The Fort 

Wayne, Indiana, native started in all 107 of his career games 
and helped lead the Skyhawks to their first-ever winning 
season in OVC play during his senior season (9-7 in 1995-
96).

“To be inducted into the UT Martin Hall of Fame means a 
great deal to me,” Powell said. “It culminates all of the hard 
work I put in daily. It exemplifies the faith I’ve always had 
in trusting the process. Believing that with hard work and 
dedication, anything is possible – even an honor as big as 
this.”

A Cincinnati Ohio native, Stephens (‘08) was a two-time 
All-OVC recipient at wide receiver. He ranks second in UT 
Martin history in career receptions (201), career receiving 
yards (2,148) and career 100-yard receiving games (seven). 
His 201 catches rank ninth in OVC history, and he is one of 
only two players in school history to nab at least 60 catches 
in three consecutive seasons (2003-05). He was a key part 
of the 2005 team that posted the program’s first winning 
season since 1993 and also the 2006 squad who won the 
school’s first OVC football championship.

“It’s an extreme and humbling honor to be recognized and 
inducted into UT Martin’s Athletic Hall of Fame,” Stephens 
said. “To be one of the few chosen of many greats who 
played before and after my career makes it that much more 
special. The blood, sweat, tears and sacrifice made it all 
worthwhile. I’m forever grateful.”

(l-r) Jasmine Newsome, of Millington; DeWayne “Pooh” Powell, of Fort Wayne, Indiana; Taurean Stephens, of Cincinnati, Ohio; Jay Johnson, of Exeter, 
California; Tymikia Gunn-Glenn, of Memphis; and Heather Butler, of Medina, are pictured after their induction into the UT Martin Athletics Hall of Fame in 
fall 2019.
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undergraduate to  

any UT campus 

Complete 8 volunteer 
service hours each 

semester and participate 
in mentoring



STEWART BECOMES FIRST 
SKYHAWK STUDENT–ATHLETE TO 

GRADUATE IN TWO YEARS
by Ryne Rickman, photos by Steve Mantilla



It’s late summer in 2019 and Parker Stewart (‘19) hasn’t yet laced up his 
sneakers, drained a contested three-pointer or brought the Elam Center crowd 
to its feet after a thunderous fast break dunk. But his impact as a Skyhawk has 

already been felt.
Parker has completed the academic requirements to earn a bachelor’s degree 

from UT Martin.
It took him all of two years.

Parker, who wowed local fans as well as some of the nation’s top collegiate 
basketball coaches at nearby Union City High School as recently as 2017, 

became the first Skyhawk student-athlete to earn a degree in such a short 
amount of time.

The remarkable feat began in the summer of 2017. Ranked as 
the third-best basketball prospect in the state of Tennessee, 

Parker chose to begin his collegiate career at the University 
of Pittsburgh. Having not taken any Advanced Placement 

courses in high school, he enrolled early to get a head start 
on his academics. 

Parker breezed through six credit hours with all A’s on 
his transcript.

It would be a sign of things to come.
While national media pundits noticed Parker’s 
athletic prowess (he set a Pittsburgh freshman 

record with 71 three-pointers made), he was also 
making waves in the classroom. There he was, 
going off for 23 points and knocking down 
seven 3-pointers at national powerhouse 
Syracuse. He also took 17.5 hours of classes in 

the fall and 15.5 hours in the spring.
Parker’s father, Anthony, the men’s basketball 

head coach at UT Martin, kept up with his son from 
650 miles away and made sure that both his academic and 

athletic potential were maximized.
“When Parker went to Pittsburgh, I actually called their academic adviser,” said 

Anthony, who is in his fourth season at the helm of the Skyhawk program. “Parker 
only had 12 or 13 hours scheduled in the fall, and I said ‘no, you better give 
him 18.’ Parker wasn’t just trying to do the norm or just trying to get by. He was 
capable of college-level work and that was our expectation as parents.”

Parker ranked second in the Atlantic Coast Conference in three-point field goal 
percentage (.425) in conference play and was also one of just 30 players to make 
the 2018 All-ACC Academic Men’s Basketball Team. However, a coaching change 
at Pittsburgh caused him to rethink his plans.

“I was going to major in speech pathology at Pittsburgh, but I hadn’t gotten 
into that yet. I was just getting the general requirements out of the way,” Parker 
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said. “I decided to transfer to UT Martin, but they didn’t have the speech 
pathology degree so I wasn’t really sure what I wanted to do. I chose the 
interdisciplinary studies program because you can do a lot of different things 
with that.”

The NCAA requires that men’s basketball student-athletes must sit out a 
full season when transferring from one Division I institution to another. While 
Parker could still practice with the Skyhawks, he would not be able to suit up 
for a game until the fall of 2019.

“I challenged Parker when he got here,” Anthony said. “I just told him 
that he has to sit out, he might as well take advantage of it and get as much 
schoolwork done as he can.”

Already facing a significant headstart on his academics and knowing he 
would not be able to play, Parker enrolled in 21 hours in the summer of 
2018. He made six A’s and one B.

Soon thereafter, a blessing in disguise appeared. Parker suffered a hip 
injury which required surgery. He underwent the procedure in October of that 
year and, while he faced a grueling physical rehabilitation process, it opened 
up more time to focus on academics.

“For sure, it was hard to balance everything since I was in so many credit 
hours,” Parker said. “But fortunately for me, I had a lot of free time on my 
hands while I had to sit out. Also, a majority of my classes during that season 
were online – I hadn’t had any online classes at Pittsburgh so that was pretty 
helpful once I got here.”

Parker finished out the fall term with 22 hours earned – eight A’s and 
one B – and picked up right where he left off in the spring. He accumulated 
another 21 hours with five A’s and two B’s, which gave him 103 total hours 
up to that point.

As Parker’s health progressed and he had his debut season at UT Martin to 
look forward to, his academic career nearly took a brief pause.

“Once I was almost to the end, that’s where it kind of started getting 
tough,” Parker said. “The last part was the hardest because I was so close 
but I knew I still had three years left to play. I was thinking I could take some 
classes throughout the year and then start graduate school, which I knew 
would take two years. But my dad told me I might as well finish up in the 
summer and start grad school in the fall, so that’s what I did.”

After passing 19 hours with flying colors in the summer, Parker officially 
earned his bachelor’s degree from UT Martin. He received his diploma in the 
mail but did not plan to walk across the graduation stage last December. He 
had a pretty good reason to miss the commencement ceremony.

“I was cleared to walk this December, but I checked our basketball 
schedule and we are playing (at UNC Asheville) on the day of graduation,” 
Parker said. “That’s ok – I will probably just wait until I finish graduate school 



to walk on stage. That’s my plan.”
Parker is currently pursuing his MBA degree, taking six hours plus a prerequisite 

course at UT Martin.
“The whole idea of graduating early was to begin getting my MBA since I’d have 

the opportunity to have that paid through my athletic scholarship,” Parker said. 
“Grad school is obviously not as many quizzes and tests, but it’s more like 10-page 
papers. So I just have to make sure I’m on top of that, and I have to make sure 
I’m working hard to get better in the gym, too. It’s a juggle, but I think I’m doing 
alright so far.”

Overall, the math of Stewart’s two-year diploma is mind-boggling. Of the 47 
classes he took over seven semesters, he earned an A or a B in 45 of those. 
His boasted a 3.8 cumulative grade point average, which is undoubtedly more 
impressive than any statistic he will accrue in a basketball jersey.

“Academics is of the utmost importance here at UT Martin,” Anthony said. “I 
know what my extended education has done for me and the people in my family. 
I don’t expect anything but academic excellence from our players. Since I’ve been 
the head coach here, we have literally had 100 percent graduation. During Parker’s 
freshman year, he wasn’t even here and his mother and I were very involved with 
his schedule, making sure the classes he was taking were making progress towards 
his degree.”

The Stewart family has made a home at UT Martin. Anthony joined the men’s 
basketball program in 2014 while his wife, Cheryl, recently began working in 
the Educator Preparation Program on campus. Parker’s brother Anthony earned 
a degree in information systems from UT Martin in May of 2018 while his sister 
Skylar is currently a sophomore biology major at UT Martin.

“I’m pretty much surrounded by family everywhere,” Parker said. “Each of my 
parents played a big role in my academic career. They knew that I had a dream to 
go to grad school one day and pushed me to meet that goal.”

While Parker’s athletic career seems to be brighter than ever – he has been 
tabbed as the Preseason Ohio Valley Conference Newcomer of the Year by 
Blue Ribbon College Basketball Yearbook – he takes comfort in the fact that his 
education has set him up for a reliable future ahead.

“Someday I won’t be able to play basketball anymore, and I understand that,” 
Parker said. “Just like when I hurt my hip – anything can happen so you always 
have to be prepared. I have a lot of ideas – I want to own a business when I get 
older. That’s why I am doing the MBA program – to get a good understanding of 
how to run a business and all of the aspects behind it.”
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While the UT Martin golf program won four consecutive tournaments during its 2019 fall 
campaign, its opponents were just as likely to be impressed with the Skyhawks’ mode of 
transportation.

The latest upgrade to head coach Jerry Carpenter’s program is a 2018 Chevrolet Express extended 
wheelbase custom van and an accompanying trailer, each fully decked out in Skyhawk decals.

“I got the vision to purchase this van around five years ago,” Carpenter said. “Vans were starting to get 
popular around then – they were popping up at tournaments everywhere. Then, about two years ago, 
we received a donation, and I went out and contacted some more people and raised $60,000 – that’s 
how much we have tied up in both the van and the new trailer.”

The two shiny additions were purchased in the fall of 2018 and received a facelift soon thereafter. With 
the assistance of local printer Jowers Sign Company, the van and trailer are branded to the max with UT 
Martin logos.

“The van rides better than a luxury car,” Carpenter said. “It’s a comfortable ride with six captain’s chairs 
in addition to the driver and front passenger. We have WiFi in there, so our student-athletes can use their 
computers to do homework while we are traveling. We also have a closed-circuit television so they can 
watch movies and Netflix – it gives them some entertainment on a long trip.”

It goes without saying that the Skyhawks are enjoying their multi-hour drives to and from tournaments 
all across the Southeast. The UT Martin golf squad previously took 12-passenger vans from the campus 
motorpool and hitched an outdated trailer that was purchased in 2003.

“The trailer is a rolling billboard for our university,” Carpenter said. “We haul all of our clubs, rain gear 
and travel bags in there. It pulls easy and is lightweight – you hardly even know that it’s back behind the 
van.”

Carpenter estimates the program will put 10-12,000 miles on the van per year. He knows the 
purchases would not be possible without several essential donations.

“Our booster club donors and parents of our players are the ones who made all of this possible,” 
Carpenter said. “No university money was used on this – it was all private donations. The van is good for 
our current players and is a big factor in recruiting as well. You take these additions, plus everything that 
we’ve done at the Rhodes Golf Center, and we have everything in top-notch shape. We are extremely 
fortunate for all of the support that we get – it’s amazing how far we have come over the years.”

SKYHAWK GOLF TEAM 

RIDES IN STYLE
by Ryne Rickman, photos by Nathan Morgan
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ARCHIVES
FROM THE

THE MASCOT

IT’S SAID THAT university mascots bring good luck. If so, UT Martin should have no shortage of good fortune. In its 119-year 
history, the university has had four university nicknames and four mascot characters. From 1927-1951, UT Martin’s athletic 
teams were known as the Junior Volunteers. When UT Martin became a senior college in 1951, the name evolved into the 
Baby Vols or Little Vols. Then, in 1971, the university set out to select a new identity in an attempt to distinguish itself from 
UT Knoxville. Among the names considered were: Takers, Cobras, Pioneers, Pacers, Commanders and, interestingly enough, 
Hawks. After taking a poll of the students on campus, the name Pacers was selected, and a decade later the first mascot 
characters were born. Pacer Pete, a six-foot blue-and-orange roadrunner, was introduced to students and fans in January 1981. 
Later, in the fall of that same year, a pacer horse named Chuckie and a sulky driven by Curtis Sullivan, became the “official” 
mascot and representative image of the Pacers. A few years later, a third character, Pace-Her Polly, was created when Bettye 
Giles, then director of women’s athletics, wanted a female version of Pacer Pete. The Pacer trio would be used until 1995 when 
the university assumed its current nickname, Skyhawks, and the mascot Captain (Skyhawk). “From the Archives” is a feature 
highlighting unique and interesting items from the Alliene and Jimmie S. Corbitt Special Collections. For more information or to 
make a donation, contact UT Martin Special Collections and Archives at 731-881-7094 or speccoll@utm.edu.



Gloves from the original 
Captain Skyhawk 
costume show the wear 
and tear of mascot life.

The heads of Pacer 
Pete and Pace-Her 
Polly, as well as the 
head and “bird feet” 
(opposite page) of 
the original Captain 
Skyhawk are just part 
of the many pieces of 
mascot memorabilia 
housed in the Alliene 
and Jimmie S. Corbitt 
Special Collections. 

There have been 
three versions 
of the Captain 
Skyhawk costume 
over the past 25 
years. This is the 
head from the 
second Captain 
costume.
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(above) Downing plays a marumba. (right) McDonald 
is shown in in the largest sound studio at Dan Rudin 
Recording and Production Studio in Nashville..

Lina Patel (‘96) has a complex job at a high-tech 
company. However, when her children ask her what 
she does, she gives a simple answer:

“Accenture is like a doctor’s office for businesses. We 
perform well checks and create a healthy wellbeing plan – or 
if they’re sick, we will develop a plan for how to fix them,” 
she said. 

Finding solutions to complex problems is what Patel has 
done with Accenture for the past two decades, and it’s hard 
to believe her path to life as a senior program manager with 
an international corporation began with a simple classroom 
assignment at UT Martin.

“I thrived in a project I did for the Waste Management 
Company during college and recall how thrilling it was to 
help the organization recycle their plastic waste straps,” she 
said. “The experience of working on a project to solve the 
waste problem … was much more than I could have learned 
simply in a classroom.” 

Patel and her classmates devised a process for the 
company to reduce the plastic straps to small pieces to allow 
for easier recycling and disposal. The process of creating an 

innovative solution within the company’s existing parameters 
helped Patel discover her love for corporate challenges, new 
ideas and the application of technology to solve problems. 
She ultimately graduated in 1996 with a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration and major in management 
information systems.

“I feel (real-world projects are) super important. (They 
give) students the exposure to what they want or even what 
they don’t want (to do with their lives). It’s always powerful 
to know, ‘Ok, this is not really for me,’ or ‘I can see myself 
doing this.’ Exposure is so important. It can change the 
trajectory of your life,” she said. “The fact that you’re actually 
going somewhere outside of school and being able to talk 
to people in that environment and knowing that you will be 
there someday (is powerful).”

After two decades with Accenture, Patel has worked with 
more than 10 different international accounts as a senior 
manager leading a team of subject-matter experts, engineers 
and others to improve existing processes and implement 
new designs around the world. She says her most rewarding 

Accepting the 

     
     

  Challenge
by Erin Chesnut



projects are those where she can see results, such as 
new products arriving in stores more quickly or customers 
receiving items they have requested over the phone. 

“Something I worked on early on in my career was an 
interactive voice response system for a health-care company 
where … our client’s customers were able to request a 
health-care ID card through just pressing buttons on (the) 
phone,” she said. “So, when we were testing that, I actually 
tested the system we built with my ID, and I got it in the 
mail! So, seeing the results at the end and knowing you 
contributed to impacting the customer is very rewarding.”

Patel says communication is a key component to 
completing a successful project, and she spends time 
listening to her clients to understand their daily processes 
before suggesting new ideas or improvements. Ironically, 
communication was not her strong suit when she first 
entered the workforce. As a young woman in a male-
dominated field, Patel found it difficult to speak up and make 
herself heard in the professional world. 

“Back then, there weren’t many women who went into 
technology fields. I remember being one of the few females 
in coding classes or computer science classes (at UT Martin). 
… Also, being Indian, it was even more challenging for me 
because I was still trying to figure things out and didn’t know 
what to say when,” she said. “My parents are from India, 
and in that culture, you are often taught not to speak back 
to your male counterparts. … So, I had a challenge speaking 
up. I had a fear of public speaking. In my meetings, I was 
always quiet; when I did speak, I was always sweating.”

However, Patel refused to sit down and be silent. Instead, 
she sought ways to improve her confidence outside of her 
professional routine.

“With my public speaking fear, the way I overcame the 
fear was volunteering for Junior Achievement where I taught 
financial literacy in front of kids in schools,” she said. “When 
I started, I had sweaty palms. As I became more comfortable, 
I moved into the corporate world and started to speak up 
and be conscious of when I was quiet or fearful.”

Today, Patel serves on the board for Junior Achievement 
– a non-profit youth organization focused on fostering work 
readiness, financial literacy and entrepreneurship in children 
– and coaches her two daughters to have confidence in 
themselves and their abilities regardless of what others may 
think or say. 

The desire to give back to her community hasn’t faded 
with time, and Patel recently took a yearlong leave from 
Accenture to work with her daughters’ school system in 
Mason City, Ohio. She used this time and her professional 
skillset to organize more than 1,300 district staff members 
into teams of eight, each dedicated to approaching three 
core objectives – cultural change, personalized learning, and 
diversity and inclusion. 

“Studies have shown that teams of eight provide the 
most meaningful connections, and with connections you 
get productivity on initiatives that you want to drive,” she 
explained. “The results were amazing because even the 
community started talking about some of the agendas and 
the work that the (school) district was doing. We also had 
other districts looking at us and seeing the work we were 
doing and admiring it.”

Her advice to new graduates in all fields is to focus on your 
network. “The power of networking is so important; you 
never know who you’re going to meet. If you meet someone 
now, you never know what that person will bring 10 to 15 
years from now or how you will be connected with them,” 
she said. 

She also urges students and young professionals to find 
a sponsor as well as a mentor. “The difference between a 
sponsor and a mentor is that a sponsor is going to take you 
and carry you everywhere that you go, similar to how a 
parent carries and cares for their child. … Whereas a mentor 
will give you advice … throughout your journey,” she said. 
“If you do not have a sponsor, then seek one out.”

“My career and my life have been shaped by my time at 
UT Martin,” she said. “I will always be grateful to the people 
who poured into me and the experiences I was given.”

 







Bill Nunnelly (’70) possesses many talents that 
served him well as a successful businessman and 
entrepreneur, but perhaps his most important trait 

is his refusal to give up in the face of adversity. Thanks to 
Bill and his wife, Rosann, future generations of students 
can complete their college education without concern for 
the cost. A $22 million gift from the couple to the university 
was announced by UT Interim President Randy Boyd and UT 
Martin Chancellor Keith Carver during the June 21 meeting 
of the UT Board of Trustees in Knoxville. The gift is the largest 
ever made to UT Martin and will provide scholarships to UT 
Martin students from rural areas. 

“We appreciate the Nunnelly family opening doors for 
students from rural counties to attend UT Martin,” Boyd 
said. “They are helping to change not only the lives of 
students, but also of families, communities and the state. The 
impact of their gift will reverberate through generations of 
Tennesseans.”

“Bill and Rosann Nunnelly have honored UT Martin with a 
transformational gift that will help many future generations 
of students attend the university,” Carver said. “Bill’s UT 
Martin experience shaped who he is as a person and 
successful entrepreneur, and we’re grateful that he and his 
wife have chosen to give back in this generous way.”

Bill received a Bachelor of Science in education from UT 
Martin and later earned a Master of Education from Boston 
University. The scholarship awards resulting from the couple’s 
gift will give preference to students from Hickman County, 
where he was raised on a cattle and feed-grain farm in the 
community that bears his family name. 

Although the gift is a bequest, the benefits began when 
four Hickman County students received scholarships to begin 
UT Martin classes this past fall semester. Qualified students 
from Dickson, Giles, Humphreys, Lawrence, Lewis and Maury 
counties will also be eligible to receive future scholarships. 
More than 90 scholarships could be awarded annually once 
the full bequest is realized. Even though the gift has been 
in the couple’s will for many years, the decision to offer 
a limited number of scholarships upfront appealed to the 
Nashville couple. 

“I’ve got to give credit to Chancellor Carver. He suggested 
doing that (offering scholarships starting this fall),” Bill said. 

by Bud Grimes, photos by Steve Mantilla

Nunnelly bequest opens 
the door to college for rural 
Tennessee students



“But what’s so great about it is that we get to watch these 
scholarships materialize right before our eyes and … watch 
these young adults grow up to be something in the business 
world.” Rosann added, “Oh, and we read the article from 
Hickman County (The Hickman County Times, July 1 edition) 
that said a little bit about each of them (the first scholarship 
recipients), and that was really nice to see.” 

Bill was influenced by his rural upbringing and the 
discipline of the military. His grandfather and father served 
in World War I and II respectively, and he attended his first 
three years of high school at Columbia Military Academy 
in nearby Maury County before completing his senior year 
in Hickman County. UT Martin was an early college choice 
because his mother and father attended UT Junior College, 
predecessor to the university. So, it followed that the ROTC 
program, which he entered in high school, later became an 
important part of his UT Martin experience. 

Also influential was his involvement in the Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity. “I think that’s the place (ATO) where I 
also began becoming a man,” he said. “I had a great group 
of brothers that were just truly good people.” Among the 
fraternity brothers who had the biggest impact on his life 
were Covington attorney Houston Gordon (’68) and 
Memphis real estate executive Jim Black (‘69). 

Bill was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army upon graduation from UT Martin. He completed his 
military service, but instead of returning to the family farm, 
he pursued various business interests through the years and 
became a successful entrepreneur. He is now semi-retired. 
Among his successes was a partnership that created the 
Santa Fe Natural Tobacco Company in the early 1980s. The 
company manufactured a successful additive-free cigarette 
called American Spirit. R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company 
bought the company in 2002, and the American Spirit brand 
continues today. 

Bill’s success was neither easy nor overnight, and Rosann 
summarizes his success in one sentence: “He doesn’t give up 
on anything.” Bill agreed. “I stay at it. If I don’t win this deal, 
I go to the next one, and we move on,” he said. “But one 
thing I will say about an entrepreneur – you got to be lucky, 
and I’ve had good luck.”

Bill remembers his roots, and now his good fortune will 
help Nunnelly family scholarship recipients find their own 
success in life and assure that a college education is within 
reach for future generations of students who call rural 
Tennessee home. 

(below) Pictured (l-r) are Jacob Bybee of Centerville; Rosann Nunnelly; Cierra Russell, of Duck River; and Bill Nunnelly. Bybee and Russell are two of the first four Nunnelly Scholars. Not 
pictured are Elias Istre, of Centerville, and Emmalee Mathews, of Lyles. (opposite page, from top) Rosann Nunnelly (foreground) visits the pottery studio during a visit to UT Martin; UT 
Martin dedicated the Nunnelly Family Welcome Center in the Boling University Center during homecoming weekend 2019. 





Dr. Shakti Kumar Airee, known to his friends and 
colleagues as “S.K.,” officially retired from university 
service on May 31, 2019, after 54 years in the 

classroom. He passed away three weeks later. Airee is UT 
Martin’s longest-serving faculty member to date and will be 
remembered for his unfailing pride in his students and his 
conviction that they could accomplish anything with the right 
motivation. 

“Dr. S.K. Airee was a tremendous asset to the Department 
of Chemistry and Physics, and that department and the 
chemistry degree program would not be what they are 
today without his influence and guidance over the past five 
and a half decades. He leaves behind the kind of legacy an 
educator dreams about, with hundreds of former students 
impacting the field of chemistry around the world,” said 
Chancellor Keith Carver upon Airee’s passing.

This article includes statements Airee made about his life 
and career in a radio episode of “30 Minutes” with Steve 
James, aired on WCMT radio in May 2019, as well as 
comments from many of his colleagues, friends and family 
members.

A 
Leader’s 
Legacy
Honoring 54 years 
of dedication

by Erin Chesnut
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Dedicated to UT Martin

“I came in 1971, and 32 years later I retired, and he was 
still there, and then went on 20 years,” said Dr. Charles 
Harding, professor emeritus of chemistry and a longtime 
neighbor of the Airee family. “So, I really, really got to know 
him well and admire him and respect him for his work and 
his family and his duties as a husband and a father in the 
community. …

“I was department chairperson for 15 years, and I worked 
with him. And during the time that we were trying to go get 
(accreditation), … everybody in the chemistry department 
worked hard to do that, but nobody worked any harder than 
he did,” said Harding. “He did it with a glad heart. He really 
was a hard worker.”

“The key thing I saw is that he was here from early in the 
morning until long after everybody else was gone, putting 
(in) many long hours,” said Dr. Phillip Davis, professor of 
chemistry. “He would put in the time he needed for his 
classes, but then he has his extra activities like the student 
affiliates group and the Key Club and the Kiwanis Club. He 
always did those in addition and on top of everything else.” 

“I think his dedication to UTM, to the department and 
to his students, that all-out giving of himself to those three 
things (are his legacy). He was so supportive of everybody, 
regardless of what they were doing. I wish I had an adjective 
to describe that,” said Dr. Nancy Hinds (‘69), a former 
chemistry instructor and one of Airee’s first UT Martin 
students.

Dedicated to his Students
“That was his mission in life, always, was teaching and 

enabling students,” said Hinds. “The expectation he had for 
his students made them think, ‘You know, I can learn this. I 
can do this. I can contribute.’ And they did.”

“I am originally from India. I came 
to this country in 1958, and I went to 
Oklahoma State (University), where I 

got my Ph.D. I was looking for a job, and 
there was a job in Martin, Tennessee. … 

Here was just the Martin Branch.”
 - Airee

Steve James: “What will you miss most about 
teaching?”

Airee: “Students. Students doing things, you see. 
You see that their eyes are proud after doing a 

project. … They could never pay me enough for that. 
… Sponsoring them, it’s just like a coach – a football 
coach. He cannot play the game; players play the 

game and win the championship. The coach is proud. 
That’s what my job is, like a coach.”

Hinds says Airee not only involved his own students but 
also found room for non-chemistry majors to participate 
and learn leadership and professional skills that could be 
applied to their own areas of study. His pride and joy on 
campus was the Student Members of the American Chemical 
Society organization, formerly known as the Student Affiliates 

Shashi Airee (center) is pictured with the three oldest Airee children, (l-r) 
Hans, Anita and Rita, in 1970.
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of the American Chemical Society, which he chartered in 
1971. One could scarcely speak with Airee on any occasion 
without hearing the latest news on the UT Martin SMACS 
chapter – and with good reason. The UT Martin chapter is 
the most decorated chapter in ACS history with more than 
30 Outstanding Chapter ratings.The chapter is also the only 
chapter to have received the ACS Green Chapter Award for 
green chemistry initiatives every year since that award’s 
inception. 

“I founded the charter of the (UT Martin) student members 
chapter of the American Chemical Society, and that chapter 
is number one in the nation. … And our chapter is the 
only one that has won all these green chapter ratings. … 
There are 900 chapters nationwide, but we are on top of 
everybody – this chapter here in Martin.” -Airee 

“In all the years, I never once heard S.K. say, ‘I won this.’ 
Instead, he would always say, ‘My students…’ – a testament 
to what motivated him to come to campus every day,” said 
Dr. Charley Deal (‘92,’96), executive director of research, 
outreach and economic development, in his comments at 
Airee’s funeral. 

“It’s hard to say one impact, although I think it’s certainly 
true that of all the activities he had, his interaction with the 
Student Affiliates of the American Chemical Society was 
the thing that he loved most, and he would do anything to 
advance the student affiliates,” said Davis. 

Airee’s colleagues all agree he had an uncanny way to 
convincing you to do what he wanted, especially when it 
concerned the SMACS chapter. 

“The thing that I found out about Dr. Airee is that he was a 
master at kind of conning you into helping him with things. 
So, he’d get you doing a little bit and then a little bit more 
and a little bit more and soon you would discover you were 
hook, line and sinker into what he had planned,” said Davis.

“He was a master at – let’s put it this way – getting people 
to do things that they really didn’t want to do,” said Harding, 
laughing.

“He’d try to pull the same trick with the students that he 
did with the faculty. He would convince them, ‘Why don’t 
you come, and we’ll do this the first week of school?’ and 
then ‘Why don’t you come and join the student affiliates?’ 
and ‘Why don’t you become an officer?’” added Davis, who 
says he often found himself participating in events he had 
originally declined. 

“He wanted to see them (the students) develop their 
leadership skills and their planning. … Now, to tell you the 
truth, the ideas that they came up with were usually his 
ideas, but he did it in such a way as they thought it was their 
idea,” said Harding.

“He grew good students, and he grew good people,” said 
Hinds. “He engaged them in learning, but he also taught 
them many professional skills.”

Airee took students to the American Chemical Society’s 
national meeting each year and encouraged them to 
organize the Area Collegiate Chemistry Meeting on campus 
in alternate years. The SMACS chapter also arranged an 
annual high school science bowl for area schools, hosted 
chemistry merit badge clinics for local scouting organizations 
and invited high-profile speakers to the main campus to 
discuss issues in chemical education and industry.

“(The area chemistry meeting) encouraged research on our 
campus, but it also gave students an opportunity to learn 
how to present papers, to learn how to dress, to learn how 
to emcee the different sessions and just take responsibility 
because we were running a meeting,” said Hinds. “Many 
of these students, at least for the science bowl, were not 
chemistry majors or were not going to go on in chemistry, 
but those are skills that they can take wherever. That was 
one of the greatest things he gave them.”

“He worked with so many of them in that student affiliates 
chapter. I think in respect to leadership abilities and attitudes, 
that was as helpful to them as their coursework – and maybe 
more. Many, many UT Martin graduates from the chemistry 
program have gone on to do really well,” said Harding.

Hinds remembers many occasions when Airee’s faith in 
his students and their programs outweighed even her own. 
She was responsible for helping run the student chemistry 
demonstrations, or “chemistry magic shows,” as they were 

“See, what I did all these years is get students 
to do things. Students would organize the 
science bowl. They would serve as emcees. 
They would do all the little things that have 
to be done. … I just stayed back and enjoyed 

looking at them doing things.” 
– Airee
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called (a role she never specifically agreed to fill). 
“We would be trying to get some demonstration to go, 

and we would always do it in that (physical chemistry) lab 
next to his office where he had a door leading into the lab. 
And he would be in there writing (the news article) about 
what a wonderful chemistry demonstration show that we 
had done, and we had not even done it yet! He was just 
effusive in his praise, … and we didn’t know that it was 
going to work! … I often thought it was premature, but he 
had a lot of faith,” she said. 

“As one of the SMACS presidents, I spent a lot of time 
with Dr. Airee,” said Layla Gargus (‘15). “He was a very 
passionate and patient mentor. He was my physical chemistry 
professor, but he taught me a lot more than that. He taught 
me how to conduct myself in a professional manner and still 
have fun. In SMACS, he always let us take the ropes, and he 
would just sit back and be proud of all of us.”

“S.K. is going to be remembered most for his work with 
the student affiliates chapter. … If you could get (all his 
students) here together and talk to them, they would talk to 
you about the things that they did in the student affiliates 
– the projects they had, the awards that they won, the 
meetings that they attended,” said Harding. “He put UT 
Martin on the map in the chemistry department with that 
student affiliate chapter. His name was known all over the 
country for that reason. Some of those people (his students) 
were there at his funeral service. Some of them I hadn’t seen 
in 30 years or more, but they were here for that service, and 
they were there because of the student affiliates. … That’s 
what they would remember about S.K. Airee. Really, that’s 
what I remember about him. I know he taught physical 
chemistry and general chemistry and courses and labs just 
like all the rest of us did, but he’s known for that work with 
the student affiliate chapter.”

Dedicated to his Family
Airee grew up in a prominent Indian family of peaceful 
freedom fighters under the direction of Ghandi in the 1940s, 
and he adopted a selfless approach to service early in life. 
His daughter Anita says that as the first of his family to go 
abroad, her father “transferred his sense of duty to the small 
town of Martin, Tennessee, and the newly budding … 
university of UT Martin.”

(left) Dr. S.K. Airee (far right) is shown with his oldest children, (l-r) Hans, 
Rita and Anita. (middle) S.K. and Shashi Airee are pictured in India soon 
after their marriage in 1963. (bottom) Dr. S.K. Airee is pictured in front of the 
Johnson EPS Building in the late 1960s.
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Airee and his wife, Shashi, have four children – Hans, Rita, 
Anita and Richa. While Rita passed away at a young age, 
Hans (‘87), Anita (‘89) and Richa (‘00) are all UT Martin 
graduates and hold pharmacy degrees from the UT Health 
Science Center in Memphis. Airee spoke frequently of his 
pride in all four of his children. 

“Usually those who are successful in one area such as 
(their) career are noted to be neglecting something else, such 
as home life. I can honestly say this was not the case with 
dad,” said Richa. “My dad was full on 100 percent at work 
and at home; he never missed a beat. I do not ever feel like I 
came in second behind his work (or) career, which to me now 
as an adult is absolutely impressive. …

“The love he had for his students is something I felt at 
home. … When we worked on my science projects, he was 
always making sure I absolutely understood what I was 
doing and why,” she continued. “There were times he would 
look at me and say, ‘Richa, are you learning something?’ 
He would put so much time into me to make sure I was 
understanding whatever subject we were working on.”

All of his children mention how their father put his 
students and his love of chemistry ahead of his own 
promotion or achievements. Anita, who has also continued 
in academia, takes this to heart in her own classroom.

“In a world where people are almost neurotic about 
promotion, … I have maintained, as did Dad, the focus of 
clear and systematic teaching … that helps a student learn 
what they need to learn and get where they need to go,” 
she said. “Dad and I both chose not to fall in love with the 
means to the end – just the end. Dad always focused on 
keeping the important thing the important thing.”

Richa says she never witnessed or heard of her father 
losing his temper or behaving dishonestly, both of which are 
lessons his children have taken with them into adulthood.

“As far as his legacy, I am hoping that it is to those who 
teach, that they see what genuine passion to teach is about 
– the selflessness and dedication it takes to be that mentor/
inspiration/encourager to the student and not to be in it 
for their own promotion; to the students, I hope his legacy 
is that finding your passion and working in that field is 
priceless. Dad always said he felt like he never worked a day 

in his life,” said Richa. 
“Staying true to your values, integrity and honor came 

through, but also being a subservient leader in every aspect 
of life – always paying it forward and helping people see all 
that they can accomplish,” added Hans. “For me, joining me 
in my journey to become an Eagle Scout, he supported not 
only me but others in the troop. I remember him hiking a 
14-mile trail at Shiloh, camping out at jamborees and helping 
me with my pinewood derby car. My first job ever, delivering 
papers, he would wake up with me to simply drive the car at 
5 a.m.”

“When the university is filled with people who work for the 
student’s success and not their own, when faculty participate 
in university activities and advance their profession and 
the reputation of the university over their own promotion, 
I will know his legacy in the university has been fulfilled,” 
said Anita. “When the community reaches out to help the 
community by buying local and being active in civic and 
community groups, … I will know his legacy in Martin has 
been fulfilled. When immigrants from other countries come to 
serve the United States down to the smallest community and 
not simply to advance themselves to the top, I will know his 
legacy amongst immigrants has been fulfilled.”

Dedicated to his Community

No article about Airee would be complete without mention 
of his work with the Kiwanis Club of Martin. 

“He was a charter member of the Kiwanis Club, and he 
was not just meet, eat, greet and gone. He worked,” said 
Harding.

“S.K. was very proud of being a charter member, and 
he was always eager for others to know that he was a 
Kiwanian,” said Dr. Otha Britton, professor emeritus of 
computer science and former governor of the Louisiana-
Mississippi-West Tennessee District of Kiwanis International. 
“He always beamed with pride when his chemistry student 

“They’re all in pharmacy, but different ways.
 I am very proud of them.” -Airee

“By the way, another thing that I’ve done is 
that I’m a charter member of the Kiwanis Club. 

… I was really active in it, even the very first year 
I got the Kiwanian of the Year Award in 1968.” 

-Airee 
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club would win another award, and he never failed to 
announce this at a Kiwanis meeting. Once or twice every 
year, he would bring his students to the Kiwanis meeting to 
provide a demonstration of some fun chemistry experiments. 
He also loved his community and making it a better place to 
live, and that is undoubtedly one of the main reasons that he 
loved Kiwanis.”

“Dad sold Kiwanis pancake tickets, and I cannot remember 
a single year when he did not work all Kiwanis events from 
the pancake breakfast to the Christmas parade. He, in his 
80s, was still out in the cold helping Christmas floats line up 
for the parade,” said Anita. 

S.K. and Shashi Airee established a Kiwanis scholarship for 
UT Martin students with proven academic and community 
service records. This fund, along with several others 
established by the Airee family, have been endowed to assist 
future students with their academic pursuits. 

“By engaging in community service and being a charter 
member of Kiwanis, S.K. taught us how important it is to 
understand cultures and to be open-minded and accepting. 
The university is a melting pot of different religions, cultures, 
thoughts and ideas, and S.K. knew the importance of making 
sure everyone felt accepted at UTM and in our community,” 
said Dr. Charley Deal during Airee’s funeral.. 

“Dad truly gave his life, his heart and soul for students, UT 
Martin and the town of Martin,” said Anita. “He had a deep 
love and concern for the success and development of all. I 
pray every day that many come after him that will walk after 
his example.”

Leaving a legacy
“We know the impact S.K. had on our students, colleagues 
and our community, but what is his legacy? I think this is 
easy to answer – his legacy is each of us, that we continue 
to live our lives in a way that respects the ideas and diversity 
of others; that we pour our hearts into making others feel 
accepted; that we are passionate about our students,” said 
Deal.

“What I will remember most about S.K. is how much he 
loved his family, his university, his chemistry student club, his 
teaching and his Kiwanis family,” said Britton. “S.K. was a 
friend we knew we could count on when we needed him.”

Dr. Charles Harding may have said it best, however, when 
he quoted Shakespeare’s “Henry V” during Airee’s funeral 

service:
“‘A good leg will fall, a straight back will stoop, a black 

beard will turn white, a curled pate will grow bald, a fair face 
will wither and a full eye will wax hollow, but a good heart 
is the sun and the moon, for it always shines bright, and it 
never changes, but it keeps its course true.’ And that’s what I 
said about S.K. He had a good heart. … I said at that service 
that S.K.’s heart did not stop shining brightly the day he died. 
It’s dulled a bit today by grief and tears, but the sun will 
come out tomorrow. …

“His heart shines brightly in this community and among all 
those students that he touched during those years, and Hans 
and Anita and Richa and Mrs. Airee, and it’ll never change. 
He was that kind. He was a significant personality, S.K. Airee 
was.”

(Seated) Dr. S.K. and Shashi Airee are surrounded by their children, (standing, l-r) Richa, Anita and 
Hans Airee. (Rita Airee passed away as a child.)
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SEE MORE ONLINE
For the most up-to-date 
information, news and 
event schedules, check out 
the alumni website at 
alumni.utm.edu. 
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Director’s Note

N E W S
Alumni

Dr. Charley Deal led alumni efforts at UT Martin for 15 wonderful years. He brought annual 

giving, chapter programming and many other initiatives under the umbrella of alumni relations and 

allowed us to help you connect with each other in more ways than ever before. He also reinvigorated 

the UT Martin homecoming experience, which now includes record-breaking attendance at Quad 

City, rock walls, a week of student activities and the chancellor flying past on a zipline. While 

Charley has moved to a position in UT Martin’s Office of Research, Outreach and Economic 

Development, we are forever indebted to his years of service here in alumni relations. This past 

August, the UT Martin Alumni Council honored Charley with a dedicated lamppost outside the 

Dunagan Alumni Center. As your new assistant vice chancellor for alumni relations and annual 

giving, I know I have big shoes to full, and I am grateful and excited to continue the work Charley 

started. 

Check out our new look at alumni.utm.edu! The UT Martin Alumni Council, led by President 

Amy West, is working on a project to expand the Write-A-Skyhawk Campaign, which has quickly 

become one of our favorite programs of the year. For the past two years, we have asked you – our 

alumni – to write to incoming students to welcome them into the UT Martin family, and you have 

not disappointed us! We always have more volunteers than we need, and our incoming students 

love the notes they receive. Thank you for your help! Please continue to support us as we grow. 

We are planning community events across the region, and we always need volunteers to bring 

these events together. Please come out and support your alma mater! We look forward to visiting 

with you. 

Jackie Johnson (‘08, ‘10)

Assistant Vice Chancellor for Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
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GET 
INVOLVED!
As a UT Martin alum, your continued engagement 
and involvement are critical to our success. Your 
personal commitment of time, talent and treasure 
will ensure our future growth. Visit our website 
to discover meaningful ways you can impact your 
university.

Volunteer Opportunities
Reunions
Alumni Council
Development Council
Mentoring Program
Young Alumni Council
Speak Out for UT
Alumni in the Classroom

ALUMNI.UTM.EDU

In addition to visiting the website, 
feel free to write, call or email 
the UT Martin Office of Alumni Relations
for more information.

Office of Alumni Relations
Dunagan Alumni Center
1900 Alumni Way
Martin, TN 38238 
(731) 881-7610
alumni@utm.edu

spotlight on alums

Paul Tinkle (’76, left) and Terry Hailey 
(’71, right) were honored for their 
respective accomplishments in the radio 
business this summer when Tinkle was 
inducted into the Tennessee Journalism 
Hall of Fame and Hailey received the 
Tennessee Association of Broadcasters 
Distinguished Service Award during the 
Tennessee Association of Broadcasters 
Annual Conference, held Aug. 6-7 in 
Murfreesboro. Tinkle is currently president 
and general manager of Thunderbolt 
Broadcasting in Martin. Hailey, a former 
Tennessee Association of Broadcasters 
president, was the longtime president 
and general manager for the WENK/WTPR 
family of stations in Union City and is 
now an on-air personality at Thunderbolt 
Broadcasting. The two have more than 
100 combined years of service in the radio 
industry. To read more about these veteran 
broadcasters, visit utm.edu/campusscene.
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spotlight on alums

A ribbon-cutting ceremony Sept. 28 dedicated the new Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity house located at 308 Hannings Lane 
next to the UT Martin main campus. The house features a social 
gathering room named for the late Jamie Duncan, a past SAE 
member, and the chapter hall is named for the late Dr. Ted James, 
a UT Martin biological sciences faculty member and the chapter’s 
first adviser. Approximately 700 members have been initiated since 
the chapter was chartered in 1972. Phase two of the project has 
been approved by the SAE House Corporation board and will add 
living quarters to the property. Pictured (l-r) are Sid McMillan, of 
Memphis, past house corporation president; Dr. Keith Carver, UT 
Martin chancellor; Jake Scott, a senior engineering major from 
Camden, chapter president; and Chris Gunlefinger (‘11,‘19); and 
Rachel Stephens (‘11), both assistant directors for student life.

Dr. Stephen Lacewell (’90) received the Murray State University 
Distinguished Professor Award in April 2019. He is a professor of 
finance at MSU, where he has taught since 1999. He also currently 
serves as director of the university’s Center for Banking and 
Finance. Lacewell earned a bachelor’s degree in economics from UT 
Martin and an MBA from Murray State University before completing 
both master’s and doctoral degrees in finance from Mississippi 
State University. He created Murray State’s degree in finance with 
a commercial bank management option in 2016 and also serves 
on the faculty of the Barret School of Banking in Memphis, the 
Louisiana State University Graduate School of Banking and the 
Southeastern School of Banking. 

Dr. Debra Messenger-Smith (’85) and Dr. Dedrick Messenger 
(’90), siblings from Bolivar, were both honored by the Greater 
Nashville Alliance of Black School Educators last spring. Messenger-
Smith, who retired June 28 after more than 30 years in the 
education field, was honored with the Principal of the Year Award, 
and Messenger was named Teacher of the Year. 
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Brady Brown (’18) was one of 12 
incoming students at the Mississippi 
State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine to receive a Bardsley Scholarship. 
Scholarship recipients were chosen based 
on committee review by college faculty 
members who consider grade point 
average, extracurricular activities and 
demonstrated leadership potential. Brown 
also received one of two Paul and Martha 
Meek Leadership Awards during UT 
Martin’s December 2018 commencement 
ceremony. 

Madilyn Peay Jarman (’16), originally 
from Readyville and now living in Austin, 
Texas, received a Walter and Aldeheid 
Hohenstein Fellowship from the Phi Kappa 
Phi National Honor Society to help finance 
her graduate education at the Lyndon 
B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at 
the University of Texas at Austin. Jarman 
received UT Martin bachelor’s degrees 
in both English and natural resources 
management. The Phi Kappa Phi National 
Honor Society accepts nominations from 
Phi Kappa Phi chapters across the country 
each spring and choses 50 recipients 
nationwide. Jarman is the second UT 
Martin nominee to receive a Phi Kappa 
Phi National Honor Society Graduate 
Fellowship in the past five years. The first 
was her husband, Cody Jarman (‘15), in 
2016. 

Rachel Melton (‘18) received a Petullo 
Fellowship from the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign School of Art + 
Design. This graduate fellowship is funded 
by Tony Petullo, a U of I alum, and is 
one of several awards within the college 
that are given to degree candidates who 
demonstrate especially strong academic 
achievement and outstanding future 
potential. 

Nick Martin (’83) was a finalist for the 
2019 Marconi Radio Award for Legendary 
Manager of the Year, awarded by the 
National Association of Broadcasters. 
Martin manages Big River Broadcasting in 
Florence, Alabama, and is a former staff 
member at WUTM 90.3 FM “The Hawk.” 
He was also honored as the Department of 
Communications Distinguished Alumnus 
in 2017.
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Names, hometowns and dates of death 
are noted. Names listed either attended 
or graduated from UT Martin, unless 
otherwise noted.

•Dr. S.K. Airee, of Martin, passed away June 

23, 2019 (retired UT Martin faculty member).

•Freda Bolding (’74), of Martin, passed away 

Oct. 23, 2019. 

•Glenda Waterfield Cagle, of Greenfield, 

passed away Aug. 25, 2019 (retired UT Martin 

employee).

•Warren Caudle (’75), of Acadiana, 

Louisiana, passed away Aug. 23, 2019.

•Tabitha Ward Cavaness (’01), of Alamo, 

passed away April 21, 2019.

•Charles E. “Bub” Cole, of Drummonds, 

passed away Sept. 12, 2019 (UT Martin 

supporter).

•Mary Cousar Cole, of Drummonds, passed 

away Oct. 24, 2019 (UT Martin supporter).

•Mary Cowser, of Martin, passed away Aug. 

27, 2019 (retired faculty member).

•Brian Curtis Cox (’88), of Jackson, passed 

away July 18, 2019.

•Sandy Downing, of Martin, passed away 

April 15, 2019 (retired UT Martin faculty 

member).

•Marshall Lee Duffey (’58), of Medina, 

passed away April 17, 2019.

•Jeff Gatlin (’94, ’95), of Humboldt, passed 

away July 5, 2019. 

•Patricia Ann Greer, of Martin, passed away 

Oct. 17, 2019 (retired UT Martin librarian).

•Mark Webb Hall (’00), of Martin, passed 

away June 8, 2019.

•Robert Ell Hurt (’63), of Trimble, passed 

away Sept. 7, 2019. 

•Howard E. Jones, of Birmingham, Alabama, 

passed away Sept. 21, 2019 (retired UT Martin 

faculty member).

•Jenny Kirkland (’64), of Union City, passed 

away Aug. 19, 2019. 
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spotlight on alums

Chris Brinkley (’00) received the 2018-
19 Ohio Valley Conference Media Award 
during a fall presentation to recognize 
his commitment to covering the OVC 
and intercollegiate athletics. Brinkley is 
serving his 20th season as the radio voice 
of Skyhawk athletics, where he serves 
as play-by-play broadcaster for men’s 
basketball and color commentator for 
football and women’s basketball. He has 
also hosted live postgame coaches shows 
after each home basketball game. He now 
serves at UT Martin’s talent coordinator for 
its ESPN+ broadcasts. 

Keith Paluso (’12), a contestant 
from season 15 of NBC’s performance 
competition “The Voice,” is now the 
lead singer for Blood, Sweat & Tears 
and opened for Ringo Star earlier this 
year. Paluso, originally from Atoka, 
holds a bachelor’s degree in biology 
with a concentration in ecology and 
environmental biology. He was working 
as a Tennessee Park Ranger when the 
birth of his son inspired him to return to 
music and ultimately audition for “The 
Voice.” An extended play album titled “The 
Linden Ave. Sessions,” written, recorded 
and produced by Paluso and his brother, 
Keegan (’13), is available on all online 
music distribution platforms. 

Louisiana State University AgCenter 
agent Dennis Burns (‘14) was named 
County Agent of the Year by the Louisiana 
Agricultural Consultants Association during 
their annual conference in February. Burns 
serves Catahoula, Concordia and Tensas 
parishes, and he specializes in agricultural 
technology, including drones, irrigation 
and yield maps. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in agricultural business from LSU 
and a master’s degree from UT Martin. 
(Information courtesy of the Louisiana 
News Star)

Sonya Opachick (’19), an employee 
on the UT Knoxville campus, finished 
her college degree in summer 2019 
after 38 years. She earned a Bachelor of 
Interdisciplinary Studies degree through 
UT Martin online. UT Knoxville employees 
Summer Johnston (’15), Deryn Kellogg 
(a current BIS student) and Linda Chatham 
painted “The Rock” at UT Knoxville in 
Opachick’s honor prior to the completion of 
her degree. 

in memory

44 The UniversiTy of Tennessee aT MarTin CaMpUs sCene utm.edu



AL
UM

N
I N

EW
S

in memory
•Nan Lamb (’03), of Martin, passed away July 

6, 2019 (retired UT Martin employee).

•Laurie Lindow (’11), of Denver, Colorodo, 

passed away Sept. 1, 2019.

•Emily Paige Lonon (’15), of Nashville, 

passed away Aug. 3, 2019.

•Dr. Lonnie Maness, of Martin, passed 

away Aug. 21, 2019 (retired UT Martin faculty 

member).

•Matt Odle (’99), of Memphis, passed away 

July 11, 2019. 

•Bob Peeler (’57), of Martin, passed away 

April 14, 2019.

•Hortense Parrish, of Martin, passed away 

May 27, 2019 (attended UTMB and was a 

retired faculty member).

•Bryan Roehrig (’76), of Old Hickory, passed 

away June 11, 2019.

•Willard Rutledge (’63), of Mobile, Alabama, 

passed away Dec. 12, 2018.

•Sheryl Simmons, of Greenfield, passed away 

Aug. 26, 2019 (retired UT Martin employee).

•Robert E. (Bob) Sugg, of Franklin, passed 

away Oct. 27, 2019 (retired UT Martin faculty 

member).

•John Lamar Tucker III (’93), of Prospect, 

passed away Aug. 27, 2019.

•Randall David Warren (’82), of Green Cove 

Springs, Florida, passed away Sept. 11, 2019. 

Make a gift to 
UT Martin!

Visit alumni.utm.edu to donate today!



1975
Benjamin Dempsey (’75) finished his UT 
Martin degree and later graduated from the 
University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphries 
School of Law. Two of his children and a 
son-in-law and daughter-in-law are all UT 
Martin graduates as well.

1982
Connie Verderese Maynord (’82) 
was crowned Miss Elite Tennessee North 
America during a pageant in March 2019. 
She represented the state of Tennessee 
at the International Elite North America 
Beauty Pageant in June of last year. She 
is a SAG-eligible actor and professional 
model, with appearances in several films, 
television reenactments, local and national 
commercials, music videos and two issues 
of MORE magazine. 

1983
Rex Hodges (’83) is the new 
superintendent of Schools in Dodge 
County, Georgia, after a long career as 
head football coach and assistant director 
at Dodge County High School. 

Melanie Young (’83) graduated with a 
master’s degree in December 2019 after 
completing UT Martin’s Master of Strategic 
Communication program. 

1984
Melvin Jones (’84) and his wife, Darlene 
Jones, have established a company called 
Word & Voice which provides professional 
review and consulting services across the 
state.

1985
Elizabeth Coble (’85) retired from 
the U.S. Army in 2015 after 30 years of 
service. She served 11 years overseas 
with almost four years in active combat 
zones. She currently works as a programs 
and education specialist at the National 
Museum of the U.S. Army. 

Kelley Lamkins Wilson (’85) is currently 
serving as financial adviser for the Gamma 
Mu chapter of Chi Omega at Coastal 
Carolina University.

1987
David Brewer (’87) began working for 
the Tennessee Department of Education in 
March 2016 as the northwest Tennessee 
career and technical education consultant. 
He is married to Lisa Carol Emrich (’89).  

1995
Jonathan Haupt (’95, ’96), of Beaufort, 
South Carolina, is the first executive 
director of the Pat Conroy Literary Center in 
Beaufort. He previously served as director 
of the University of South Carolina Press 
and, before that, as USC Press’s assistant 
director for sales and marketing. The center 
offers educational programs and special 
events for writers, readers, teachers and 
students. (Information courtesy of the Pat 
Conroy Literary Center)

1969
Jerry Morgan (’69) has retired after part-
time employment as a defense contractor 
with Northrop Grumman. He also served 
in the United States military for 24 years. 
His wife, Donna (’70), is also a UT Martin 
graduate. 

1971
Ronald Lembo (’71) married Annette 
Bellacosa in June 2018.

1973  

John Marvin (’73) has retired after 
37 years of service with the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol. His wife, Mary (’73), is 
also a UT Martin graduate.

A new lecture series carries the name 
of U.S. Army Retired Lt. Col. Dennis 
K. Clark (‘73), of Lansing, Kansas. The 
Fort Wallace Memorial Association, in 
conjunction with the Guardians of Fort 
Wallace, began the Dennis K. Clark Lecture 
Series. A seal bearing his likeness is 
displayed on the organizations’ podium, 
and 300 serial-numbered coins, also 
with his likeness, were created with the 
establishment of the series. The president 
of the memorial association presented Clark 
with the first minted coin in recognition of 
the honor.

1974
Thomas Ross (’74) is a 2019-inductee 
into the UT Martin ROTC Hall of Fame. He is 
a retired lieutenant colonel and a recipient 
of the Legion of Merit. He also holds a 
master’s degree in psychology from the 
University of Northern Colorado.

class notesAL
UM

N
I N

EW
S

46 The UniversiTy of Tennessee aT MarTin CaMpUs sCene utm.edu



1996
Jennifer Wade Smith (’96) is the new 
coordinator of student services in the 
Murray State University Office of Student 
Engagement and Success.

Katherine Legg Kelley (’96) and her 
husband, Blake, welcomed their first child, 
Margaret, in June 2019.

1997
Shad Adams (’97) married Debbie Avery 
Adams in November 2018. Shad’s teenage 
son, Beckam, plays travel soccer with 
Tennessee’s largest soccer club. 

1998
Kenny Yarbrough (’98) is the first 
chief diversity officer at the University of 
Wisconis at Whitewater.

2003
Jerome Taylor (’03) married Shaundra 
Hutchison (’04). 
 
2006
Stephen Yeargin (’06) is a senior 
application developer for the Vanderbilt 
Institute of Clinical and Translational 
Research supporting the National Institutes 
of Health’s All of Us research program. 
His wife, Samantha (’05), is a software 
engineer for Campaign Monitor, a popular 
email-marketing platform. 

2014
Chelsea Boyd (’14) graduated from the 
University of Mississippi School of Law in 
2017. 

Margaret Lawrence Merrick (’14, ’17) 
married Will Merrick in September 2018. 
She is now an occupational therapist 
practicing in Kingsport. 
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2015
Matthew McBride (’15) graduated from 
optometry school and is now a resident at 
the Memphis VA Medical Center.

Angela Polk (’15) recently graduated 
from the University of Memphis Cecil 
C. Humphries School of Law and has 
accepted a position as an associate 
attorney with The Jehl Law Group in 
Memphis.

2016
Emily Daubs Pickett (’16) married 
Jeremy Pickett in May 2016.

Ashley Webb (’16) is director of strategic 
communication for the Bethel University 
College of Professional Studies.

2019
Rachel Moore Jones (’19) married 
Daniel Jones (’19) in May 2019 and 
began working with the Tennessee 
Department of Children’s Services in July. 
Daniel owns and operates a landscaping 
and construction company.

Morgan Curlin Stacks (’19) and 
Brandon Stacks (’19) got married in June 
2019 and are both attending graduate 
school at Vanderbilt University.
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Agriculture and Natural Resources
• Agribusiness and Risk Management

• Natural Resources Systems Management

• Systems Science in Agriculture

Business Administration
• General Business

• Agriculture 

Education – Counseling
• Clinical Mental Health

• Counseling Addictions

• School Counseling

• Student Affairs and College Counseling

Education – Institutional Leadership
• Higher Education Leadership

Education – Teaching

• Curriculum and Instruction (Elementary or Secondary)

• Initial Licensure (Elementary or Secondary)

• Initial Licensure K-12 (Special Education only)

• Interdisciplinary

• Special Education

• Literacy

Family and Consumer Sciences

• Dietetics

• General

Strategic Communications 

utm.edu/degreeprograms



one last thought
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT      Amanda Lund, Martin

Amanda Lund, of Martin, graduated in spring 2019 and is on her way to becoming a third-generation medical doctor at the UT Health Science Center in 
Memphis. 

Amanda Lund (‘19), of Martin, 
graduated from UT Martin last spring 
with a degree in agriculture – an usual 
beginning for someone with medical 
school in mind. Lund is currently attending 
the UT Health Science Center in Memphis, 
but instead of entering with a bachelor’s 
degree in biology or chemistry, she chose 
instead to concentrate on animal science 
and the pre-veterinary track. 

“Even though I knew from the beginning 
that I wanted to go to medical school, 
I knew that because of the hands-on 
learning you receive through working with 
animals on the (UT Martin teaching) farm, 
I would have a unique skill set to take 
to medical school. ...Through the animal 
science program, I have already given 
injections, practiced with an ultrasound 
and been in a setting where you examine 

a patient. Even though they are animals, 
the basics are still the same, and I feel 
fortunate to already have some experience 
in the area,” she said shortly after her 
graduation

Lund expects to finish her professional 
degree in 2023 and will be a third-
generation medical doctor. 
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