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I love sunrises. To me, a sunrise is to be savored. Each one is different and represents a 
new beginning to every day.

My morning routine typically has me driving down University Street at sunrise. And as I 
pass the University of Tennessee at Martin teaching farm on my left, I often see the sun 
beginning to peak above the horizon over the pastures where our horses and cattle are 
grazing. More often than not, I pull off on the shoulder of the street and capture an image 
or two on my cell phone.

Even on rainy days I still scan that familiar view to look for a hint of brightness beyond 
the clouds. The sun rises in that same spot on dark days, too.

I look at the beginning of each academic year as a sunrise. Our new students get to begin 
a new academic career. Our returning students take another step toward graduation and 
their chosen careers. Our faculty and staff have new opportunities to educate, mentor and 
serve.  

And just like sunrises, no academic year is the same. They all have promise and potential. 
There are clouds and occasional difficulties, but each year there are new ways to 
overcome obstacles and creatively deliver a high-quality education for our students.  

We’ve got some wonderful opportunities coming on the university’s horizon. The 
walls are going up on our first new academic building in four decades, as the Latimer 
Engineering and Science Building will be ready for use in 2022. We are also expanding 
our academic offerings at both the undergraduate and graduate levels, ushering in new 
markets to recruit and opportunities to educate the region’s brightest students. Dr. Mark 
McCloud has been hired as our first Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer, and we are 
excited about increasing our students’ and employees’ sense of belonging at UT Martin.

This year will look and feel different, but our focus will be the same. UT Martin will strive 
to be a place where our students are the top priority. We know that each of our students 
have their own particular sets of hopes and dreams, and it’s our job to help them achieve 
their potential. 

Thanks for your support of UTM.

All the best,                   

                                                                            

Dr. Keith S. Carver Jr.

                              

CHANCELLOR’S 
CORNER 
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Dr. Anderson Starling’s passion for teaching is directly connected to his relationships with his 
students. The mere fact that he has the opportunity to not only teach students about political 
science, but also help them understand what they believe and why it’s important, is what he says 
excites him for every course he teaches. 

“I’m here to teach them about the possibilities for their life,” Starling said. “Does that mean I’m 
going to sugarcoat everything? No. But I want them to know that if there’s change needed, they 
can be a part of that change. That keeps me excited.” 

Starling, an associate professor of political science, knows that the subject he teaches is often 
a source of discomfort and dissension, but encourages his students to put aside their political 
predispositions in order to understand what factors determine their and other people’s beliefs. 
While the students may still not agree, which he says is completely okay, they are able to see what 
influences others’ decisions.

“One of the things I really push is about understanding other people’s viewpoints,” Starling said. 
“When you have an interaction with someone who does disagree with you, it is vitally important 
for you to try and see where they’re coming from rather than ‘this person is wrong.’… If I can see 
why you feel the way you do because of your background or your experiences, and I know why I 
feel the way I do because of my background and experiences, then we can find common ground, 
which will lead us to compromise to move forward.”

Starling says he makes it a point to not discuss his personal political opinions in his classes in 
order to ensure his students trust him and the materials he teaches. Every semester, Starling sees 
students realize what impact the government has on their daily lives and become more involved in 
activism, regardless of which party they belong to. 

“That growth is inspirational to me. It’s why I do what I do,” Starling says. “The fact that they’re 
in my class is what keeps me optimistic. They’re here learning about government, so when they find 
out all of the terrible things that may or may not be going on, now they can go fix them.”

Ultimately, his goal as an educator is to see his students succeed. Every graduation, Starling 
can be found sitting among his fellow faculty members cheering on every student he has taught, 
thankful he had the chance to influence their lives. His joy of teaching at UT Martin stems from 
moments like these where he sees all of the hard work the students have put into his classes come 
to fruition as they prepare to make a difference in the world. 

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT Dr. Anderson Starling
Department of Political Science
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PEST CONTROL – Kathryn Grebner, a senior natural resources management 
major from McEwen, tends to a cross vane panel trap that’s used to monitor for 
ambrosia beetles during an outing in July near the UT Martin campus. Grebner 
and her professor, Dr. Jack Grubaugh, worked together on a research project 
funded by the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to 
monitor for invasive pest species  that haven’t been found but could be found in 
West Tennessee. Grebner and Grubaugh monitored 14 locations, most of which 
were in areas that have one or more industries that import materials from other 
countries on a biweekly basis throughout West Tennessee. After the samples 
were collected, Grebner shipped them overnight to Mississippi State University 
where they were examined by some of the world’s leading experts in invasive 
species. If any pests out of the ordinary were to be identified, USDA-Aphis would 
be contacted to determine what action needs to be taken.
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UT MARTIN BRINGS COMMENCEMENT TO MAY GRADUATES  – UT Martin held its first virtual commencement May 
2 to celebrate the graduation of more than 700 students in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. The ceremony was livestreamed 
on Facebook and YouTube and featured remarks from UT Martin officials, such as Chancellor Keith Carver and UT President 
Randy Boyd, congratulating the graduates for their perseverance in uncertain times, as well as a virtual photo recognition of each 
graduate. “In life, disruption happens,” said Carver. “What we’ve learned through all of this is the University of Tennessee (at) 
Martin is tough, and our people are resilient, and resourceful and creative, and we persevere.”
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BLANKENSHIP DONATION FURTHERS 
FUNDRAISING EFFORTS FOR PHASE II 
CONSTRUCTION OF FINE ARTS BUILDING  –  UT 
Martin received a $500,000 donation from Bill Blankenship 
(‘55, center), noted university donor, to continue Phase II of 
the Fine Arts Performance Center project. The facility will be 
used by the university’s Fine and Performing Arts programs, 
as well as host guest performers, academic speakers, 
fundraising events, conferences and regional competitions. 

AVIATORS MARCHING BAND REVEALS NEW 
UNIFORMS  –  The Aviators Marching Band revealed their 
new uniforms March 10, in front of upcoming and current 
members of the marching band, as well as faculty, staff and 
Department of Music alumni. According to Steve Barnett, 
director of athletic bands, the new light-weight uniforms 
took over six months to design and are unique to UT Martin. 
The new design comes after 14 years of using the previous 
uniforms.

LEGACY LAID IN TILE: BRICKLAYER’S MARK ON 
UT MARTIN UNCOVERED  –  A 63-year-old tile signed 
“James R. Vinson, Box 98 Sharon Tenn., 5-27-57, Bricklayer” 
was found in Clement Hall during infrastructure renovations. 
Vinson (left, below right), now 90 years old, was “shocked” 
to see his tile recovered from the construction debris and 
said, “I didn’t realize I’d ever see it again.” Vinson helped 
construct seven buildings on UT Martin’s campus beginning 
in the 1950s, including the university’s brick sign on 
University Street.

7Winter 2020alumni.utm.edu
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BOYLES RECEIVES MULTIPLE 
HONORS BY CITY OF JACKSON 
–  Dr. Cindy Boyles, associate 
professor of criminal justice, earned 
the 2019 Jackson Sun Person of the 
Year award and a 2020 Sterling Award 
for her efforts to honor the memories 
of the two African Americans who 
were lynched in Madison County 
in 1886 and 1891 by creating and 
dedicating a historical marker in front 
of the Madison County Courthouse 
recounting their deaths. Boyles 
persistently worked with county 
officials to secure the memorial and 
recognize the lives and murders of Eliza 
Woods and John Brown. As part of the 
Sterling Award, Boyles was recognized 
among the 20 Most Influential Women 
in West Tennessee for her efforts.

UT MARTIN EXCEEDS GOAL FOR CAPTAIN’S CHALLENGE –  UT Martin 
raised over $401,000 during the sixth-annual Captain’s Challenge fundraiser in 
June, shattering its $325,000 goal and the university record for most funds raised 
in a single day. “Thank you to our alumni and friends that have made this day 
exceed our expectations. We appreciate our UTM community, which continues to 
support the success of UTM students,” said Jackie Johnson, assistant vice chancellor 
of alumni relations and annual giving.

UT MARTIN INTRODUCES VIDEO GAME DESIGN CERTIFICATE –  The 
UT Martin departments of computer science and visual and theatre arts have 
partnered to create a Video Game Design Certificate that debuted fall 2020 for 
students and design professionals interested in entering the video game industry. 
The certificate includes 18 hours of computer science and graphic design courses 
that will teach students video game theory, design, construction and development. 
Students earning the certificate are taking courses such as graphic design, software 
development, 3D modeling and computer graphics, and video game design and 
development to produce their own computer video game.
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SCIENCE FACULTY MEMBERS PREPARE LAB KITS 
FOR ONLINE STUDENTS –  UT Martin faculty members, 
like Dr. Abigail Shelton, associate professor of chemistry, 
and Dr. James Smart, professor of biology, teaching summer 
online laboratories for the first time because of COVID-19, 
knew they would need innovative ways to ensure their 
students received the best hands-on learning experience 
since they could not utilize their labs on campus. Their 
solution? Create lab kits containing the materials needed 
for their students to safely conduct their own experiments 
at home to supplement the corresponding lectures. The kits 
included the lab components each experiment would require, 
such as test tubes and graduated cylinders, microscopes, 
balances, atom and cell models, and even a few chemicals 
that were approved by the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation to ship to each student. For some students 
who live in the Martin area, their kits were even hand-
delivered by UT Martin Chancellor Keith Carver to encourage 
the students as they started their new courses.  

MUSIC LECTURER PURCHASES KEYBOARDS FOR 
STUDENTS WITHOUT ACCESS TO PIANOS FOR 
ONLINE CLASS –  When many of his class piano 
students began struggling with the shift to online class 
because of a lack of access to physical keyboards, Charles 
Lewis (‘87), lecturer of music, began searching for solutions 
to ease the transition. After looking online, Lewis was able to 
purchase five keyboards throughout Tennessee and Kentucky 
with his own money and personally deliver them to his 
students’ houses across West and Middle Tennessee. Lewis 
believes that each of his students deserved the chance to do 
well in his class despite the shift to online courses and that it 
was his responsibility to ensure they had that chance. “That’s 
what we do as teachers… it’s what we do for our students. 
It’s UT Martin,” said Lewis. 

U.S. News & World Report ranked 
UT Martin 13th among top regional 

public institutions in the South.

The Princeton Review has named 
UT Martin a “Best College in the 

Southeast” for 18 consecutive years.

9Winter 2020alumni.utm.edu
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DEAL NAMED VICE CHANCELLOR FOR UNIVERSITY ADVANCEMENT 
–  Dr. Charley Deal (‘92, ‘96) was named vice chancellor for university 
advancement for the University of Tennessee Foundation Inc. and UT Martin in 
spring 2020. As the vice chancellor for university advancement, Deal is responsible 
for managing UT Martin’s fundraising and alumni programs; coordinating 
development efforts with UT Foundation and UT System administration; 
representing UT Martin in the community and among alumni groups and potential 
university supporters; and will serve on the UT Martin chancellor’s cabinet. Deal 
began his career at UT Martin in 1992 and served in the Office of Alumni Relations 
and Annual Giving before becoming the executive director of the Office of Research, 
Outreach, and Economic Development in 2019. He is also the executive director of 
the WestStar Leadership Program. Deal earned both his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in business administration from UT Martin and a doctoral degree in 
philosophy, learning and leadership from UT Chattanooga. 

TOOTOONCHI NAMED DEAN 
OF THE COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS –  Dr. 
Ahmad Tootoonchi was named 
dean of the College of Business 
and Global Affairs in summer 2020. 
Tootoonchi earned his doctorate in 
leadership and human behavior, and a 
master’s degree in management and 
organizational development from U.S. 
International University. He comes to 
UT Martin from Eastern Washington 
University where he served as the dean 
of the College of Business. 

UT MARTIN EMPLOYEES AMONG RECIPIENTS OF THE 2020 
PRESIDENT’S AWARDS –  Two UT Martin employees, Dr. Richard Robinson, 
professor of communications, and Davis Rash, senior HVAC specialist for 
the Physical Plant, were recipients of two of the 2020 UT Presidents Awards 
for their service to the university. Robinson is the “Educate” honoree for his 
extensive contributions to the hands-on, experiential education of UT Martin’s 
communications department and university radio station WUTM-FM 90.3 “The 
Hawk.” Rash is the “Support” honoree for his supervision of the maintenance, 
programming, repairing and updating of the HVAC system for close to 30 years. 
The UT Presidents Awards began in 2016 and a total of six faculty and staff 
members have been honored in the program. In addition to Robinson and Rash, 
other honorees include Dr. Julie Hill (‘94), David McBeth, Dr. Jason Roberts 
(‘99) and Dr. Charley Deal (‘92, ‘96).

10 The UniversiTy of Tennessee aT MarTin CaMpUs sCene utm.edu
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GILES INDUCTED INTO TENNESSEE SPORTS HALL 
OF FAME CLASS OF 2020 –  UT Martin and national 
pioneer for women’s athletics Bettye Giles was presented 
her Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame award on Aug. 11 at the 
Dunagan Alumni Center. Brad Willis, chief advancement and 
operations officer of the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame, was 
on hand to present Giles with her award.

Giles was originally announced as a member of the star-
studded 11-person Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame Class of 
2020 in February, but the banquet was canceled because 
of health and safety concerns. Instead, a virtual ceremony 
took place Aug. 29 that aired statewide in major television 
markets.

She was named UT Martin’s first and only director of 
women’s athletics in 1969, and she proudly served in that 
role until 1994. Her leadership and activism for women’s 
athletics coincided with the Title IX movement, which was 
enacted by the United States Congress on June 23, 1972.
 

JOE EXUM REPRESENTS UT MARTIN AS 2020 “HOOPS FOR HEROES” AMBASSADOR – Joe Exum (‘69, 
above, second from left), a commissioned lieutenant in the Armor Branch of the United States Army, represented the 
Skyhawks in the “Hoops for Heroes” initiative at the 2020 Ohio Valley Conference Basketball Championships in March.

The “Hoops for Heroes” program, created by the OVC Student-Athlete Advisory Committees to honor military men and 
women in OVC communities, just completed its 10th year. 

Exum served as Executive Officer of an AIT Company at Fort Knox in Kentucky, and additionally as a tank platoon leader and 
acting company commander in Vietnam. He was a Distinguished Military Graduate from UT Martin’s ROTC program and later 
served in the Tennessee Army National Guard.

Now retired from a business career, Exum is a member of the University of Tennessee President’s Council and the UT Martin 
Chancellor’s Roundtable. In 2017, he received the Chancellor’s Award for University Service from UT Martin.

 
alumni.utm.edu
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FORMER SKYHAWK PITCHER, MILLS, MAKES MLB 
HISTORY IN SEPTEMBER NO-HITTER –  Alec Mills, 
a walk-on for the UT Martin baseball team from 2010-12, 
pitched the 16th no-hitter in Chicago Cubs history on Sept. 
13 against the Milwaukee Brewers and etched his name into 
the MLB record book.

Mills threw a career-high 114 pitches, inducing a 
groundout to shortstop for the 27th and final out. No 
Brewer made it past first base against Mills. His dominant 
performance was his first complete game and shutout in the 
major leagues and was only the second no-hitter of the 2020 
MLB season.

Mills became the first Skyhawk to play in an MLB game in 
2016 and made the Opening Day roster for the first time in 
his budding career in July 2020. He was an integral member 
of a Cubs squad who won the National League Central 
division crown, chalking up five wins over 11 starts during 
the course of the shortened 2020 campaign.

STEWART TESTS NBA DRAFT WATERS, RETURNS 
TO UT MARTIN FOR JUNIOR SEASON –  Following 
a standout sophomore campaign for the UT Martin men’s 
basketball season, Parker Stewart (‘19) entered the 
NBA Draft pool in March but has decided to return to the 
Skyhawks for the upcoming 2020-21 season.

Stewart took advantage of a rule adopted by the NCAA 
in 2018 that allows potential NBA draftees to sign with a 
certified agent, receive feedback and still have the ability to 
return to school if he chooses. Since the COVID-19 pandemic 
prevented any prospect from showcasing their talents at the 
NBA Draft Combine, Stewart took part in virtual workouts 
for several NBA teams – mostly through Zoom meetings and 
phone calls alongside his agent.

In the 2019-20 season, Stewart was the only NCAA 
Division I player to average at least 19.0 points, 4.5 
rebounds, 3.5 assists and 2.5 three-point field goals made 
per contest. He garnered All-Ohio Valley Conference second 
team recognition and All-Newcomer accolades while also 
landing on the National Association of Basketball Coaches 
All-District 19 squad.

 

SCHOOL-RECORD 191 SKYHAWKS EARN OHIO 
VALLEY CONFERENCE COMMISSIONER’S HONOR 
ROLL ACCOLADES –  UT Martin shattered a school 
record with 191 student-athletes on the Ohio Valley 
Conference Commissioner’s Honor Roll for the 2019-20 
season. To be listed on the OVC Commissioner’s Honor Roll, 
recipients must have achieved at least a 3.25 GPA, have been 
eligible and on the team throughout the competitive season 
in their NCAA-sponsored sport and participated in a season 
of competition.

The 191 Skyhawk representatives mark nearly a 50% 
increase from the 128 honorees who received the honor 
during the 2018-19 academic year. The previous school 
record of 130 OVC Commissioner’s Honor Roll recipients was 
set in 2017-18.

In addition, 21 UT Martin student-athletes brought home 
a 2019-20 OVC Medal of Honor for their perfect 4.0 Grade 
Point Averages. 
 

AP Photo

12 The UniversiTy of Tennessee aT MarTin CaMpUs sCene utm.edu
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BROWN NAMED UT 
MARTIN’S FACULTY ATHLETIC 
REPRESENTATIVE –  Dr. Laura 
Brown (‘92), professor of health 
and human performance, was 
named the Skyhawks’ faculty athletic 
representative in July.

Brown’s role as the faculty athletics 
representative is to promote academic 
integrity in intercollegiate athletics, 
facilitate the integration of the athletics 
and academic components of the 
collegiate community and promote 
institutional control of athletics on 
campus.

Brown has served at UT Martin 
since 1995 when she started as the 
coordinator of aquatics and fitness. 
She rose through the academic ranks 
and was promoted to a full professor 
in 2015.

 

SKYHAWK ATHLETIC DIRECTOR McGUFFIN RECEIVES FOUR-YEAR 
CONTRACT EXTENSION –  UT Martin Chancellor Keith Carver made the 
announcement Sept. 4 that Skyhawk Athletic Director Kurt McGuffin had agreed to 
a contract extension that will keep him at UT Martin through June 30, 2025. This is 
an extension of the first contract that McGuffin received when he was introduced as 
the 15th athletic director in Skyhawk history on May 22, 2017.

During his UT Martin tenure, McGuffin has overseen multiple Ohio Valley 
Conference championship programs while implementing significant facility 
upgrades across the board. 
 
 

SKYHAWK ATHLETICS HIRES A PAIR OF UT MARTIN ALUMS –  The UT 
Martin athletics program hired a pair of familiar faces in September, announcing the 
return of Julius McNair (‘13), who will serve as the assistant athletic director for 
development, and Tony Bufford (‘19), who is an academic coordinator.

McNair, of Mt. Olive, Mississippi, earned his degree in interdisciplinary studies 
while also playing football from 2008-12. After graduating, McNair was brought 
on as an assistant football coach for five seasons. 

Bufford, of Trenton, joins the UT Martin Athletics academic support services team 
from the McLendon Minority Leadership Initiative, which was named after civil 
rights pioneer and legendary college basketball coach John McLendon. Bufford 
graduated from UT Martin with a degree in secondary education.

alumni.utm.edu
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MASK UP – The UT Martin rodeo team assembled in September for their 2020-21 team photo 
complete with face coverings. In April 2020, the 52nd Annual UT Martin Spring College Rodeo 
was canceled becasue of the COVID-19 pandemic, but the Skyhawks returned to action this fall. 
The 2021 Spring College Rodeo is scheduled for April 15-17 at the Ned McWherter Agricultural 
Complex on the UT Martin campus.
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Years later, bond remains strong for UTM football legends



17

notable personal success during and after their playing days 
and are both members of the university’s Athletics Hall of 
Fame.

Cox quarterbacked for four seasons and threw for 2,934 
yards from 1965-68, good for 10th all-time in UT Martin 
history. He was ninth in both career passing attempts and 
career pass completions, and he also threw 27 touchdown 
passes. Following his graduation, Cox joined the U.S. Army 
and served with the 101st Airborne Division in Vietnam 
where he earned a Bronze Star with valor. He returned to UT 
Martin from military service and earned a master’s degree 
and then to Murray State to complete his specialist hours 
above the master’s before beginning a long and successful 
coaching career at multiple schools. He is perhaps best 
known for his time at Paducah Tilghman where he led teams 
to the Kentucky state high school 3A championship game five 
times and a state title in 1985.

Shanks also played from 1965-68, is the seventh all-time 
rusher in UT Martin history and is tied for seventh with 10 
rushing touchdowns in a single season in 1967. He led 
the team in rushing in 1966 and 1967 and also holds the 

It’s a friendship formed as teammates on the UT 
Martin football gridiron in the mid-1960s. Today Allan 
“Buckwheat” Cox (’69, ‘72) and Larry Shanks (’68, ‘73) 
remain close friends, separated only by the driving distance 
between Shanks’ Union City home and the Tennessee State 
Veterans’ Home in Humboldt where Cox has battled health 
issues in recent years. Although both are retired from the 
rigors of coaching, every day is still game day for Shanks as 
he lends a hand to his lifelong teammate. 

Their backgrounds couldn’t be more different. Cox was 
raised in a military family, which eventually took him to 
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida, when his father was stationed 
at Eglin Air Force Base. Another transfer would move his 
family again, but Cox stayed to complete his football career 
at Choctawhatchee High School, a program that boasts 
five professional football players. Shanks was raised in 
Middle Tennessee and was a star football player at McEwen 
High School in Humphreys County. Football brought them 
together at UT Martin, an era that included a victory in the 
1967 Tangerine Bowl, which is arguably the greatest team 
achievement in the university’s football history. Both amassed 

(opposite page) Cox (No.10) and Shanks (No. 41) are pictured with the 
1967 UT Martin football team. Photos of Shanks (above) and Cox (right) 
from the 1967 football media guide.



distinction of playing both offense and defense during his 
playing career. Shanks also enjoyed a decades-long coaching 
career, which included a successful tenure at Union City High 
School, a return to UT Martin as an assistant and a 2009 
state championship at Paducah Tilghman where he was 
defensive coordinator. Both are heroes to the hundreds of 
young men they’ve coached.

Fast forward to Nov. 8, 2019; Shanks is making one of his 
regular visits to check on his friend. On this November day, 
members of the UT Martin Skyhawk Veteran’s Association 
are also visiting the Tennessee State Veterans’ Home to thank 
residents for their service in recognition of Veterans Day, 
providing the perfect opportunity for the UT Martin football 
greats to reminisce. Cox, largely confined to a wheelchair, 
brightens up quickly and trades barbs with Shanks as the two 
relive past glory. 

“One thing about it, most players to be good, you got to 
be a little cocky, in particular as the quarterback,” Shanks 
said. “He (Cox) was as cocky as they come.” Cox remembered 
that UT Martin and Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame coach Bob 
Carroll (‘54) allowed his quarterbacks to call the plays, and 
Cox knew how to manage a game. Shanks credits Cox for 
calling his number and handing him the ball often during 

the two years that he led the team in rushing. “So, see, he 
helped me out. He’d call me,” Shanks said. “I wouldn’t have 
been the leading rusher if he hadn’t called my name.” 

They remembered big games under Carroll with familiar 
UT Martin rivals such as Jacksonville State, Delta State and 
Troy State, but the iconic game from their playing days was 
the matchup with West Chester State of Pennsylvania in 
the 1967 Tangerine Bowl. Cox didn’t start the game, but he 
entered in the second quarter during a critical point. “So, 
Buck comes in, and he ran a little old bootleg and hit Gary 
Capers (’68) … on the post corner,” Shanks said. “We score 
the first play he come in.” The team went on to win the first 
bowl game in UT Martin history by a score of 25-8.

Amid the football memories, Cox and Shanks sparred with 
each other about who was the best athlete and who played 
at the best high school. At one point, Shanks said he planned 
to take Cox to see a statue that supposedly stands at the 
McEwen city limits and reads “Home of Larry Shanks.” Cox 
quickly declared that if the statue exists, it must be made 
of plastic. Their brother-like relationship is evident amid the 
storytelling and laughter. However, the conversation’s tone 
became more serious when Shanks told about Cox’s military 
service and his wartime accomplishments.

The Vietnam War posed a reality check for Cox as he 

(above) Shanks coaches on the sidelines at UT Martin where he served as 
an assistant coach.

(below) Cox coaches on the sidelines at Paducah Tilghman High School 
where he led teams to the Kentucky state high school 3A championship 
game five times and a state title in 1985.

Paducah Sun Photo



neared graduation, and when he realized that he would be 
drafted, Coach Carroll advised him to enroll in advanced 
ROTC. “From that time on, the military changed my life,” 
Cox said. “I went to infantry basic school. Of course, playing 
ball and everything, it gave me an infantry MOS (Military 
Occupational Specialty), which meant I was going to be a 
platoon leader.” Stationed at Phu Bai Combat Base near 
the Demilitarized Zone, the former border between North 
and South Vietnam, Cox led his men during dangerous 
combat operations. At the age of 22 and the oldest man 
in the platoon, Cox achieved maybe his greatest military 
accomplishment when his time in Vietnam ended: “He came 
out of there, and he never lost a soldier in his platoon the 
whole time he was over there,” Shanks said. “They all came 
back home – alive.”

Subsequent years saw the former teammates leave their 
respective marks as successful football coaches, and both 
credit their players for the success they earned. “I had 
great kids, and they loved each other,” Cox said. Discipline 
anchored their coaching philosophies, which reminded 
Shanks of once seeing Tilghman players digging weeds 
from the football field on their hands and knees using 
screwdrivers. “I didn’t want any weeds on that field,” Cox 
said, but Shanks picked up on the larger purpose, which was 
to build team discipline: the kind of discipline needed to win 
football games and succeed in life. 

The memories and successes for both men circle back to a 
special time in UT Martin football history and Coach Carroll 
who helped to lay the foundation for a lasting friendship. “I 
just appreciate all the things that he (Carroll) did and all,” 
Shanks said. “We had a special group of players.” 

More importantly, a bond forged on the football field 
remains strong for this history-making backfield duo.  

(above) Shanks and Cox are pictured in the lobby of the  
Tennessee State Veterans’ Home in Humboldt. Shanks 
makes regular visits to check on his friend. (right) A 
newspaper clipping of the Weakley County Press from Nov. 
23, 1967, features a photo of the backfield duo playing 
during a game in Martin.



“Did you see this?”
That four-word phrase has been uttered thousands of 

times over the years, accompanied by the hand gesture that 
features the index finger and thumbs connecting to form a 
circle. The signal can occur spontaneously while speaking 
with Danelle Fabianich (‘97), who intently checks to see 
if her audience wanders their eyes to her target, usually held 
below the waist.

“We called that ‘Hoops’ when I was in junior high school, 
and I’ve played it all my life,” Fabianich said. “You would 
show the hoop to somebody, and if they looked, you got 
to playfully jab them in the arm. I always joked that our 
student-athletes can’t graduate until they quit looking. It’s 
silly, but it speaks to kids, and it’s a great icebreaker. People 
have gotten really creative over the years, and I still exchange 

the sign with former student-athletes when I see them. It’s 
just a shameless plug for them to keep me in their lives.”

Spend five minutes with Fabianich, and you know that she 
likes to keep things lighthearted. However, her professional 
career is no laughing matter, as the senior associate athletic 
director for administration is one of the most respected 
members on the UT Martin campus.

“I completely trust Danelle in all aspects of our 
department,” Skyhawk Athletic Director Kurt McGuffin said. 
“There’s no bigger fan of the Skyhawks than Danelle, and 
she’s a good one to have on your side in any situation. She 
has an innate way of connecting with student-athletes both 
past and present. When they come back to visit campus, 
they often make her office one of their first stops. She has 

Fabianich still spreading daily joy after 26           
                                 years in Skyhawk Athletics

by Ryne Rickman
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made so many lifelong friendships with our alumni, and that 
speaks volumes to the impact she’s had on their lives.”

Fabianich’s titles since joining UT Martin have included 
senior woman administrator (a designation she still holds), 
senior secretary for women’s athletics, business manager, 
assistant athletic director for administration and assistant 
athletic director for academics and student-athlete services. 
She is also the adviser for UT Martin’s Student-Athlete 
Advisory Committee (SAAC) organization, which runs 
successful annual community service projects like the “Blood 
Battle,” “Can Caravan” and “Hoops for Heroes” initiative.

Not bad for a career she never envisioned happening.
“It’s funny because I played sports in college, my dad 

was a coach, and I was married to a coach, but I never in 
a million years thought that I wanted a career in athletics. 
But it surprises me every day; it’s such a cool job,” Fabianich 
said.

Fabianich’s route to UT Martin began in August 1994. She 
had spent two years in Knoxville working at the University of 
Tennessee Transportation Research Center while her then-
husband, Drew, was a graduate assistant football coach for 
the Volunteers. When her husband earned the co-defensive 
coordinator position alongside Mike MacIntyre at UT Martin 
in January 1993, Fabianich stayed back in Knoxville while 
she was pregnant with the couple’s first child, Ashleigh.

“I tried the ‘stay-at-home-mom’ thing for 18 months, 
and it wasn’t for me,” Fabianich said. “I finally moved to 
Martin, and there was a job open as a secretary for women’s 
athletics. I interviewed with Benny Hollis, who was the new 
athletic director at the time. I’ve been lucky to work my way 
through the system.”

It was the start of an extremely busy stretch of time for 
Fabianich. Her second child Dominic was born in 1996, and 
she obtained her master’s degree from UT Martin a year later. 
She was working three jobs and was tempted by a teaching 
opportunity when she had a meeting with Phil Dane (MBA, 
‘84) at the campus cafeteria.

“Mr. Hollis was retiring, and Phil was coming over from 
being the chief business officer on campus to be our next 
athletic director,” Fabianich said. “There was a teaching job 
at a local high school. I loved athletics and wanted to stay, 
but I went to school to be a teacher, and I knew that would 

pay more than my secretary job. I talked with Phil, and he 
hired me as the business manager for athletics.”

Fabianich estimates it took her about six years before she 
felt comfortable in her new role but was thankful for the 
guidance she received from Dane, who served as UT Martin’s 
athletic director from 2000-13 as part of a Hall of Fame 
career.

“Closing up the books is hard, and to be good at that, you 
have to be able to sit still and be quiet – neither of those 
are skills I possess,” Fabianich said with a laugh. “Phil was a 
great teacher; I learned his philosophy of how to do things. 
He would give me a list of things to work on until I mastered 
them.”

It was her work ethic that caught the attention of Dane. 
“Danelle was one of the hardest workers I ever worked 

with,” Dane said. “But her concern for student-athlete 
welfare was unmatched. She would spend time listening 
to their concerns when she knew she had other tasks 
to complete. With that said, she always completed her 
assignments, even if it meant working weekends, nights and 
holidays.”

“I’m not always here early, but I’ve been known to be 
in the office at 5 a.m.,” Fabianich said. “I try to be a good 
planner – I have a set schedule with meetings that happen 
sporadically throughout the day, but it’s a constant juggle. 
My days never end at 5 p.m. In fact, I always joke when 
everybody’s packing up to go home that I am starting up my 
second shift.”

(opposite page) Fabianich is joined by her parents, Janice and Ralph Starr, 
after she received the Ohio Valley Conference Thurston Banks Award at 
the OVC’s Honors Brunch in Nashville on May 31, 2019. (right) Fabianich, 
Skyhawk men’s basketball alums Andres Irarrazabal (‘11, ‘13, left), Benzor 
Simmons (‘12, center) and Daron Hood (‘11, right) play the “Hoops” game 
at the UT Martin Athletics Senior Student-Athlete Banquet May 2, 2011.



No matter the time or the day, Fabianich has been 
known to drop what she is doing to assist a student-
athlete in need. There’s been a running joke that she 
is the official “Martin Mom” to many student-athletes, 
which is a designation that Fabianich literally embraces.

“This is a self-declared title, but I am the official 
hugger of UT Martin athletics,” Fabianich said. “Your 
coaches, teammates and friends aren’t going to hug 
you like your momma does. It’s tough being away from 
home, and I realize that sometimes kids just need that 
release and know that everything’s going to be ok. 
Every student-athlete deserves somebody in the stands 
who is rooting for them. There’s so much pressure on 
them to be perfect, but at the end of the day they’re 18 
- 22-year-old kids, and that’s not going to happen every 
time. I’m still going to absolutely adore them and be 
there for them, win or lose.”

A pair of former UT Martin student-athletes are quick 
to credit Fabianich with their success not only during 
their time on campus but in life after college.

“I knew I could count on Danelle for anything, 
including the tough love that I sometimes needed to 
hear,” said former Skyhawk cheerleader Stephanie 
Blount (‘10, ‘12), who also served as a student-worker 
under Fabianich when she was the business manager. 
“Danelle has never met a stranger, and she loves fiercely. 
She goes out of her way to pay attention to and engage 
with others no matter how busy she is. The time I spent 
under Danelle’s mentorship taught me many things that 
that have helped me in the real world, but the most 
significant has been the importance of relationships and 
connections.”

“Danelle means a lot to me,” said former UT Martin 
men’s basketball student-athlete Daron Hood (‘11). 
“From the time that I first stepped on campus in the 
summer of 2006, she made me feel at home and that 
I had family there. She was always there for me, no 
matter what the situation was. If I was struggling in 
class, on the court, or just in life, I knew that I could 
walk down to her office and have an honest heart-to-
heart conversation with her, and everything would be 
fine.”

The COVID-19 pandemic rocking the world of 

collegiate athletics since March 2020 put a temporary 
pause on the hugging. Fabianich joked that one student-
athlete was so concerned about the lack of hugs in her 
future that he made a welfare check phone call to her 
last May.

However, the pandemic served as a blessing in 
disguise as the unofficial “Martin Mom” to the student-
athletes has been able to spend more time with her own 
kids. Her daughter Ashleigh’s company has gone remote, 
and she has moved back into her childhood home. Her 
son, Dominic, is taking his UT Martin courses online from 
home.

“It’s the craziest thing – we’ve gone back to where we 
were,” Fabianich said. “I am in such a great place right 
now because when my kids were little, I’d be working, 
and they’d be sleeping on the couches out in the lobby 
of the athletics suite. I’ve gotten to go back and have a 
little bit of a redo. Most days of the week, we all three sit 
and have dinner together, which we never did when they 
were kids.”

Through 26 years as a Skyhawk, Fabianich has 
a plethora of memories. She’s seen 54 conference 
championship squads stroll through UT Martin during 
her tenure. On an individual basis, she quickly recalls 
when Skyhawk soccer alum Emily Miller Land defeated 
osteosarcoma bone cancer and was one of only three 
student-athletes to win the NCAA Inspiration Award in 
2004.

Fabianich’s top memory was when UT Martin became 
the first collegiate team east of the Mississippi River to 
win the national men’s rodeo championship in 2014.

“That was the most amazing thing I have ever been a 
part of,” Fabianich said. “I was so fortunate to be there 
in Casper, Wyoming, when we won. It was so surreal 
because in other sports when you win, everybody runs 
around going crazy and yelling. In rodeo, you don’t 
know right away; they have to tally the scores. The arena 
was emptying out and there’s not a big announcement 
or anything. It was the most quiet, subdued celebration, 
and I’m a tacky person, so I had to hold in my screams. 
It was so neat because that was such a great group of 
guys, and there’s no better person on this earth than our 
head coach, John Luthi.”
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For all of the highlights, Fabianich remembers the 
heartbreaks as well. She’s one of the first people to share a 
tear with the student-athletes after a tough loss. A pair of 
occasions recur every year that particularly hit her deep.

“I joke around that my least favorite two days of the year 
are Senior Day and graduation,” Fabianich said. “Of course, 
we all love both of those, but the reality hits me that the 
student-athletes won’t be bopping in to say hello, take my 
phone and leave funny pictures or leave notes on my desk 
anymore. I have a hard time with that. I’m an attacher, and I 
swear that I will never, ever love a class more. Then the next 
wave of freshmen comes in, and we start all over again.”

Fabianich’s impressive body of work was culminated in 
January 2019 when she was named a recipient of the Ohio 
Valley Conference Thurston Banks Award for Distinguished 
Academic Service. The award recognizes individuals for their 
outstanding contributions to OVC student-athletes’ academic 
success, learning and development as well as for their 
overall commitment to the institution’s athletics program. 
The namesake of the award is Dr. Thurston Banks, an OVC 
Hall of Famer who was the faculty athletic representative 
at Tennessee Tech University for 25 years. Fabianich was 
just the second Skyhawk recipient of the prestigious award, 
joining Dr. Nell Gullett who received the award in 2016.

“Winning the Thurston Banks Award was pretty special,” 
Fabianich said. “To say that I’m in the same company as Dr. 
Banks and Dr. Gullett is such a humbling honor. Dr. Gullett 
was such a big part of me getting my master’s. I don’t know 
what she saw in me, but she invested in me. When things 
were hard, she encouraged me. I remember when I walked 
at graduation, I turned the corner to go down the main aisle 
and Dr. Gullett was right there on the corner. She bowed 
her head to me, and I lost it. People who go the extra mile 
to be involved in the student-athlete’s lives, they don’t do it 
because they’re trying to win an award. You do it because it’s 
what you love.”

Fabianich’s love for UT Martin meets no match. Her 
glowing personality and enthusiasm for the job are still as 
evident today as they were in 1994.

“I would do anything for this place,” Fabianich said. “UT 
Martin is a sweet little community, and the people here 
are precious. When they say they’re glad to see you or 
ask how your day is, they mean it. We’re the campus that 
cares; I got here and fell in love with it. I still skip through 
the doors every morning with a smile on my face. The thing 
that has always driven me is hoping to make a difference in 
someone’s life, that’s what gets me up in the morning. I feel 
so blessed to be a part of so many great experiences here.”

(above, left) Fabianich embraces student-athlete Jade Bleskey (‘20) during UT Martin Equestrian’s Senior Day ceremonies against SMU Feb. 20, 2020. 
(above, right) Fabianich cheers on the UT Martin women’s basketball team during the Ohio Valley Conference Women’s Basketball Championship 
game against Tennessee State at Municipal Auditorium in Nashville on March 7, 2015.
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ARCHIVES
FROM THE

PAT HEAD SUMMITT

ATHLETE. TRAILBLAZER. LEGEND. Three words that describe UT Martin’s most 
famous alumna, Pat Head Summitt (‘74), or Trish as she was known during 

her time as a Pacer.
When Summitt arrived on the campus of UT Martin in the fall of 

1970, no one could have imagined the storied career that lay before 
her. Now, 50 years later, the few items that remain from her 

college career are treasured artifacts from one of the most 
outstanding coaches in the history of basketball.

Summitt played basketball at UT Martin for head 
coach Nadine Gearin from 1970-74. She led the 

then-Pacers to a combined 64-30 record and left 
UT Martin as the program’s all-time leading scorer 

with 1,405 points.
Just as Summitt was wrapping up her final semester 

at UT Martin in 1974, she received a letter at her dorm 
room, 461 in Clement Hall, that would change her life forever – 

an offer to become the head women’s basketball coach at the University 
of Tennessee. A few months after graduating from UT Martin with a degree 

in physical education, Summitt was headed for Knoxville to begin her new job. 
And, as they say, the rest is history.
 After leaving UT Martin, Summitt went on to compete in the Olympics twice: 

once as a member and co-captain of the United States Women’s Olympics Basketball Team 
that won a silver medal in the 1976 Olympics held in Montreal and once as a coach of 
the 1984 United States Women’s Olympic Basketball Team. Additionally, she notched 112 
NCAA Tournament wins and 18 NCAA Final Four appearances in her 38 years as head 
coach of the Lady Vols.

Martin was home to Summitt, and she never forgot it. Today the legendary coach is 
honored in and around the Kathleen and Tom Elam Center in several ways. Her retired 55 
jersey hangs in the rafters, the arena floor is named in her honor, the street leading to the 
building bears her name, and there is even a statue of her just outside the main Elam Center 
entrance – all a testimony to a life well lived.

“From the Archives” is a feature highlighting unique and interesting items from the Alliene 
and Jimmie S. Corbitt Special Collections. For more information or to make a donation, 
contact UT Martin Special Collections and Archives at 731-881-7094 or speccoll@utm.edu.



Summitt’s original navy 
and orange No. 55 
jersey.

Showing it’s age, a 
weathered banner 
from Summitt’s 
original jersey 
retirement in 1974, is 
part of the collection 
housed in the 
archive.

Summitt’s warm-up 
suit with “Lady 
Pacers” stitched on 
the back.

A photo of Summitt in her 
orange No. 55 jersey.



by Sarah Knapp, photos by Nathan Morgan

A nest of hope for 
children in need



As you walk through Arrows Nest, it’s evident that the 
quaint house in the heart of Memphis has been called home 
by many children. If not evident by the toys scattered around 
the house or the photos of kids framed and placed on any 
available surface, then by the dozens of arrows hanging 
above the fireplace, painted and signed by each foster child 
Mary Katherine Hill (‘12) has welcomed into her home.

 “I want them all to feel like they belong. The house is 
called Arrow’s Nest from Psalm 127:3-5 that says, ‘Children 
are like arrows in the hands of a warrior … Blessed is the 
man whose quiver is full,’” Hill explained. ‘I tell them all I can 
send them out knowing they’ve been loved here and taken 
care of, and they know they always have a place to come 
back to. I can send them out into the world like an arrow 
because God has good plans for them and knows where 
they’re going.”

 Hill, an adoptive and foster mom at only 30 years old, 
realized her passion for helping children in need at a young 
age. As a teenager, she spent her school breaks traveling 
overseas to a children’s home in Guatemala and quickly 
found her heart set on international missions to help others. 
By the time she graduated from UT Martin in 2012 with 
a bachelor’s degree in education, she was ready to serve 
“where the most need was.”

After completing the “World Race,” an 11-month mission 
trip to 11 countries, and returning to Memphis, an encounter 
with a homeless 23-year-old mother of six children under 
the age of 6 showed Hill the most need was in her own 
hometown. The woman had aged out of the foster care 
system and was struggling to take care of her own children. 
After ministering to her and helping her find an apartment 
and job, Hill realized just how difficult these things were to 
navigate without a support system.

After Hill started keeping the youngest of the six children, 
JJ, a 14-month-old, she realized the impact she could have in 
her own community. 

“I found out how much need there was right here and 
that there are thousands of kids in foster care in Tennessee 
that I didn’t even know about,” Hill said. “I knew there were 
many other kids like JJ who needed me to stay right here, so 
I decided to start foster care here.”

“I felt like my whole life has prepared me, so this just 
makes sense,” she continued. “I want to be available to the 
kids that need me, and they’re the kids who need me the 
most. I found that foster care is where that was, and the kids 
have been coming ever since.” 

Even though Hill had always dreamed of moving to 
Guatemala to work in the children’s home she had visited so 
many times, her very first placement proved to her that God’s 
plan was for her to be in Memphis.

“I think the first defining moment was definitely when I 
got my first call and it happened to be a Guatemalan baby 
after, for 10 years, I thought that God was calling me to 
move to Guatemala and live there and work with children,” 
Hill explained. “So when … I found out it was a Guatemalan 
baby, I was like, ‘okay, this is it.’ It’s amazing that God can 
provide a Guatemalan baby right here in Memphis when 
adoption in Guatemala had been closed since 2008.”

Since she began the foster care process five years ago, she 
has provided a loving home to 37 kids, and has adopted 
two, JJ and Lucah, the Guatemalan baby. From just weeks 
old, to having just a few weeks before aging out of the foster 
care system, Hill juggles the needs of each child in her home 
to ensure that when they leave, they know they matter.

“I want them to see what a positive family looks like and 
understand that God had brought them here for a reason. I 
just hope that they take the love and safety and security they 
feel here with them wherever they go, and they know that 
God has big plans for them wherever they end up,” Hill said.

While a majority of the foster placements at Arrows Nest 
have had a positive reunification with their families, Hill says 
she still considers each child her own and keeps in contact 

(opposite page) Hill holds her son Lucah while spending time with her children in the family’s backyard at their home in Memphis.
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belonged. While the house already had a purchase offer 
when Hill first visited, a private donor who believed in her 
as a foster parent bought the house with cash the very next 
day. Hill has now lived at Arrows Nest for four years, and her 
impact is evident through the neighborhood’s acceptance.

“They’re just watching out for me. They know that I’m 
here to help and love on the kids, and they appreciate that,” 
Hill said. “Several of the families I met as soon as I moved 
in here were immediately amazed that I wanted to get to 
know them, that I cared to know them, that I wanted their 
kids playing in my yard. … They were all immediately really 
supportive of me and loved that their kids could come hang 
out over here.”

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, her backyard was usually 
full of 40-50 kids playing basketball, swinging and jumping 

(clockwise from top left) Hill plays with her son, Lucah, in the backyard of their home in Memphis. Some built-in cubbies just inside the entrance to their 
home serve as a “landing zone” for the children. One of Hill’s foster children, Judah, jumps on their trampoline. Hill plays with one of her foster sons, 
Ezra, while baby Julian watches.

with as many as she can, so they always know they have an 
extra place to call home. 

“We still call them all brothers and sisters, and (JJ and 
Lucah) still think of them as siblings,” Hill said. 

 As if the 37 kids Hill has taken care of were not enough, 
Arrows Nest is well known in the Memphis community as a 
refuge of comfort and love where kids of all ages can hang 
out safely. Located in a high-crime area of Memphis, Hill has 
opened her house to the community for children to stay at 
after school and on the weekends. 

When Hill first visited the neighborhood to look at the 
house that would later be coined “Arrows Nest,” she inquired 
about how many kids lived in the area. When Hill was 
told by a man in the neighborhood that there were more 
kids than she could handle, she knew this was where she 
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on the trampoline. Through the Arrows Nest nonprofit, 
Hill was able to host block parties, movie nights, holiday 
parties, Bible studies, trips around Memphis and many other 
activities to ensure the children in her neighborhood were 
safe, fed and enjoying being kids.

While COVID-19 has halted their get-togethers for the past 
several months, Hill is optimistic those 40-50 kids will soon 
be running through her house again. 

One of the most rewarding aspects of Arrows Nest for Hill 
is seeing kids, whether foster or neighborhood, experience a 
care-free childhood and participate in fun activities she now 
realizes were a privilege not everyone else had access to like 
she did when growing up. So, when her kids tell her they’ve 
never jumped on a trampoline or aren’t sure if gorillas are 
real because they’ve never been to the zoo, Hill is determined 
to help them fulfill those experiences before they leave her 
house. 

Just as Hill wants her foster children to know they have a 
place in her home with the arrows they paint, each child in 
the neighborhood gets to sign the fireplace so they know 
they are always welcome there.

Arrows Nest is funded through private one-time and 
monthly donations allowing Hill’s ministry to continue 
providing support and care to the Memphis community. From 
purchasing school supplies and Christmas presents for the 
kids to delivering groceries to families during the pandemic, 
Hill continues to exhibit her faith through her actions. Even 
though fundraising has been slow with COVID-19, she says 
they’ve always had enough, even if just barely, and knows 
that God will continue to provide for her.  

There are days where Hill is overwhelmed by the weight 
of her responsibilities as a foster and community mom and 
wonders if it’s ultimately something she can keep doing. But 
all it takes for her to keep going is to remember that she is 
living the life she always dreamed of.

“Some days I am (burnt out), but I just keep going. There’s 
nothing else I’d rather do,” Hill said. “It’s crazy that I’m at this 
point where I’m like, okay, this is what I’ve always wanted to 
do. I have to remind myself of that on the hard days, but this 
is what I’ve wanted to do forever. I just want to keep being 
available … for whoever needs me.”

Hill says one of her greatest support systems is other foster 
families who understand the intensity and rollercoaster of 
emotions that are involved in fostering a child. Between 

ensuring each child receives the emotional support, care and 
attention they need, attending court dates and family visits, 
cooperating with the social worker and fighting for what is 
best for each child, foster families rely on one another for 
advice, support and understanding.

“It’s been really important for me and the kids to have that 
community of people that understand, … that look like us 
and go through all of the same things we do everyday,” Hill 
explained. 

While Hill’s continuously growing family may not look or 
be convenient, she is proud and thankful for the “rainbow 
family” she has found in Memphis. The longer she is active 
in providing a safe space for all of the children that come 
through her door, the more she realizes how important it is 
for her to continue her mission to foster a loving, gospel-
centered environment so when they leave her home, they 
can share the love they experienced at Arrows Nest.

“This is what I want to do with my life. There’s nothing 
that could have more purpose than these kids who have 
been through the hardest things in the world and need 
people to take care of them. So why would I not take care of 
them? I can’t see myself doing anything else.”

• Approximately 8,100 children 
in Tennessee are in foster care.

• Approximately 500 of 
those children are in West 
Tennessee.

• Approximately 1,000 age out 
each year; 350 are available 
for adoption.

• 70% of foster children in 
Tennessee are reunified with 
their families.

Did you know?

* Information curtesy of Tennessee 
Department of Children’s Services



 “Do what you love, do it to the best of your abilities, and 
things will work out.”

 For Greg Hammond (‘03), following his passion 
is exactly what led him to the Jackson Madison County 
School System (JMCSS) Central Office from his classroom 
at South Side High School. As the new JMCSS chief of staff 
and public information officer, Hammond is responsible for 
disseminating the latest news to the 12,500 families in the 
district, as well as internally to all faculty and staff.

 While he recognizes the magnitude of his new 
responsibilities, Hammond says the two decades he spent 
working in the media and school system have prepared him 
to serve the community supporting JMCSS in an effective 
and transparent manner. As someone who grew up in the 
district and is active in local politics, Hammond knew this job 
was the perfect way to advocate for change in order to help 
students succeed.

 “Everything on my plate suggested that I was ready to do 
something more than just be an educator and a parent. … It 
just kind of became obvious, that job is for you,” Hammond 
said. “I grew up in this town. I’ve been a teacher for 12 
years, so I know the system. … The only reason for not 
taking the job would be fear.” 

As JMCSS chief of staff, Hammond acts as the 
liaison between the 24 schools in the district and the 
superintendent, Dr. Marlon King, as well as the liaison 

between the school system and the community. 
“I’m in a good place. I’m going to do my job, and my job 

is to communicate the district’s message not only to our 
community, but also the people internally. I was a teacher. I 
know the nature of teachers,” Hammond explains. “You can’t 
make everybody happy, but you want to treat people right 
and keep people informed.”

Hammond says the longer he works with King, the more 
he understands how administrators make decisions but 
always has his “teacher filter” on to ensure the teachers’ and 
the students’ best interests are kept in mind. In Hammond’s 
opinion, one of the highlights of his new position is being a 
part of the decision-making process for many issues within 
the school system that he didn’t always understand as a 
faculty member. Now, he can help bridge the gap between 
administrative decisions and the faculty and staff who are 
affected. 

“I can’t help from bringing 12 years of classroom 
experience to the central office. I can’t help it. In this calendar 
year, I was in the classroom,” Hammond said. “I got pulled 
out at the school level and pulled up. … I still have my 
teacher filter, but now (my filter order is) chief of staff, 
teacher, media professional. That’s the order now, and that’s 
part of the learning process. You have to adapt.” 

 Being able to adapt to new situations is a quality 

story and photos by Sarah Knapp

From sports to school board reports –

Greg Hammond 
has it covered 

Greg Hammond is the Jackson-Madison County School 
System chief of staff and public information officer.
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Hammond has honed throughout his life that has helped 
him succeed whether that be anchoring a sports broadcast, 
teaching in a classroom or answering the media’s questions 
about the school district. From only knowing he preferred 
a career that involved more English than math when 
he graduated from high school, to graduating with a 
communications degree from UT Martin, to serving as both 
a sports anchor and educator, as well as running for county 
commissioner, Hammond has overcome many obstacles in 
his career, all while impacting those around him. 

One of the biggest challenges Hammond is currently 
facing is the COVID-19 pandemic that has completely 
altered how JMCSS operates. Part of his daily routine is now 
answering questions teachers, students and families may 
have concerning the district’s policies on COVID-19 and how 
each school will function with in-person and hybrid classes. 
Ultimately, Hammond knows that while the school system 
cannot control the virus, it can do its best to protect students 
while ensuring they still receive a high-quality education. 

“We have to do what we can do: wearing masks, keeping 
your distance, not shaking hands, washing your hands. It’s 
just a reminder that ultimately we can’t control everything,” 
Hammond said. “We’re here to serve the parents, we’re 
here to serve the community, we’re here to educate children. 
We’re already behind, so we have to be willing to adapt.” 

Hammond realizes mistakes will be made during 
the process, but he has learned that through open 
communication and cooperation, the school district will 
overcome this challenge. 

While in the midst of dealing with crises like COVID-19, 
Hammond credits UT Martin with preparing him to handle 
uncertainty as his faculty members pushed him to not just do 
well in his career but to be great in life. 

“My UT Martin degree has served me well. … I remember 
the first experience I had working at a newspaper was at UT 
Martin. Experience in newspaper, taking photos, experience 
in radio, deepening my experience in TV production, those 
are things that happened at UT Martin,” said Hammond. 
“It’s the experience that benefited me, especially in terms of 
communications. I never felt like I was in a situation where I 
was like, ‘Oh no, I don’t know what I’m going to do.’ Now, 
chief of staff? They don’t offer that degree at UT Martin, but 

(from top) Hammond is responsible for preparing JMCSS Superintendent 
Marlon King for weekly media briefings. Hammond interviews legendary 
Lady Volunteer basketball coach and UT Martin alumna, Pat Head 
Summitt, at a “Black Tie and Tennis Shoes” event in May 2003. As public 
information officer, Hammond creates two newsletters weekly to update 
the school system with administrative news and events. 



you take the tools that you have, and you get the job done.” 
Between his TV studio experience at WBBJ and his 

education at UTM, Hammond succeeded in his career as a 
sports broadcaster in Jackson and Lexington, Kentucky, before 
returning to his alma mater, South Side High School, to run 
their newly formed broadcast media program. Helping train 
the future generation of multimedia journalists and seeing 
students get excited about AV production is what Hammond 
loved the most about teaching. 

“There wasn’t an AV production program at South Side 
when I was a kid. … But for me to go to college, learn this 
trade, and by God’s providence be sent back to teach what 
I’ve learned in a class that wasn’t there when I was there, 
but it’s there now… is rewarding,” Hammond said. 

Jordan Taylor, a senior communications major at UT Martin 
and graduate of South Side High School, says the mentorship 
he received from Hammond is what influenced his decision to 
not only go into broadcast communications, but also attend 
UT Martin. Because of Hammond’s original connection to 
the university, Taylor has had the opportunity to be a sports 
commentator his entire collegiate career, which led him to his 
current position as a sports color analyst for Froggy 99.3 FM 
radio station.

“With him being the media guy, he took me under his 
wing and was like ‘look, if this is what you really want to 
do, UT Martin is the best place to go for it,’” Taylor said. “He 
really had a big influence on my goals, and he was always 
telling me he wasn’t going to let me underachieve.” 

“He was a mentor for me and still is,” Taylor continued. 
“He had a big influence on me for sure and he still does 
today. I plan to be in touch with him for the rest of the way, 
no matter what I’m doing.”

For Hammond, seeing students, like Taylor, have a 
successful career in the professional field he introduced them 
to is rewarding. Seeing the hard work and dedication he put 
into teaching pay off is what continues to inspire him to help 
better the school district he grew up in. 

In this new position, Hammond has faced many challenges 
already, but he relies on his district’s support system and the 
knowledge he has learned throughout his career to continue 
furthering the system’s mission to educate students from 
backgrounds just like his, so they can one day thrive just as 
he has.

“I’m from Bemis, and for the people in your home 

community to see you do well, I mean, it feels good. So, 
hopefully that motivates the next kid coming out of Bemis or 
Denmark to say maybe I can do something, too,” Hammond 
said. 

Ultimately, Hammond’s goal as an administrator, former 
teacher, media professional and Madison County native is to 
see the students become successful, productive citizens who 
know their community supports them fully. 

“We want the district to improve, so these learning 
options can improve for our students. When they graduate 
from our high schools, not only do they have options and 
opportunities, but then they’ve also realized that by this 
time... that the district supports you, the community supports 
you and you have support as you work out the expectations 
for you to go do great things.”

Hammond considers it a blessing and an honor to have 
been named the chief of staff and public information officer 
for the Jackson Madison County School System and hopes 
the current administration will leave a lasting legacy of 
transparency and commitment to doing what is right for the 
school system.

He is a firm believer that “you do your job; you do the best 
you can; you treat people right, and things will work out.”

Hammond is pictured with Jordan Taylor, a current UT Martin senior 
communications major, in 2016 after presenting him with an award for 
excellence in his broadcast class. Taylor, now a sports broadcaster, says 
Hammond’s guidance has helped him succeed even years after graduating 
high school.
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Logo refresh project adds 
  Skyhawk 

                           companion marks
by Bud Grimes, photos by Steve Mantilla
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The world became a different place in 2020, but before 
the COVID-19 pandemic changed most everything, including 
the sports world, UT Martin fans witnessed history during 
a home basketball doubleheader Jan. 16, 2020, with Ohio 
Valley Conference rival Murray State. An alternate mark was 
introduced to fans in the 25th year following the introduction 
of the Skyhawk name and original logo, adding both 
marketing and name-recognition potential in the competitive 
world of college athletics.     

The athletics logo refresh project was initiated by 
Chancellor Keith Carver who appointed a committee in May 
2018 to expand the athletics-graphics family by developing 
and adding a logo to the package and updating the graphics 
standards to guide the way forward. The only previous 
Skyhawk graphics update after 1995 was an internal review 
and update in 2007, so in a competitive sports-marketing 
atmosphere, the time was right to take the athletics identity 
to the next level. 

The project was delayed for a year but rebooted in 2019 
with a bid process that identified DVL Seigenthaler as the 
best agency to refresh the Skyhawk brand. DVL Seigenthaler, 
the Nashville office of global marketing and communications 

firm Finn Partners, was selected to lead the work after 
creating the original Skyhawk concept and artwork 25 
years earlier when the agency was known as Dye Van Mol 
& Lawrence. In addition to creating the Skyhawk identity, 
the agency is known for designing logos for the Nashville 
Predators, Middle Tennessee State University Blue Raiders 
and Belmont University Bruins. 

Nelson Eddy, a creative director and managing partner 
with the firm, reconnected with the Skyhawk long after being 
part of its creation. In a set of talking points about the refresh 
project, Eddy wrote, “Given the history, unique character 
and own-ability of the longstanding UT Martin athletic logo, 
our assignment from the university was clear: draw on the 
unique elements and spirit of the old mark to create an 
alternative that breathes new life and dynamic energy into 
the Skyhawk concept.” DVL Seigenthaler did just that. 

Once the project began, the agency began pursuing 
these goals by engaging Message Factors, Inc., a marketing 
research firm from Memphis, to give the project direction 
through focus groups and other background work. After 
three preferred designs were identified, university students, 
faculty, staff and alumni were invited to select their favorite 

(below) UT Martin Chancellor Keith Carver (right) and Athletic Director Kurt McGuffin unveil a new, alternate logo during a basketball game Jan. 16, 2020.
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alternate logo in an online survey conducted Nov. 4-8, 2019. 
Instead of just one mark, two favorite logos clearly emerged 
from close to 4,000 responses, and the decision was made to 
develop both marks for use. The reveal for the alternate mark 
happened before a large Elam Center basketball crowd at a 
fourth-quarter media time out during the women’s game. An 
oversized replica of the alternate logo was rolled out on the 
floor, the crowd cheered, music played, Chancellor Carver 
fired T-shirts bearing the new mark into the crowd, and the 
refreshed Skyhawk athletics image took flight. 

Brady Mustain, a business major from Martin 
who graduated in May, attended the unveiling 
and voiced his approval of the alternate mark. 
“It’s pretty cool. I like it,” he said after the 

reveal. “It’s kind of just like the other 
one, kind of like facing the side. That 

looks pretty cool.” Melissa 
Akins, an 
education 

graduate 
student 

from Newbern, 
attended UT Martin in 
1989 before returning to 
the university and has been both a 
Pacer and a Skyhawk. “I like it,” she said of 
the new mark. “I think it’s pretty cool, pretty up to date. It 
looks a little more modern I think.”

The alternate mark becomes the secondary mark to the 
official Skyhawk logo and is already finding its way onto 
apparel and in promotional material. The “attack mark,” 
which received strong support among younger survey 
participants and was officially revealed during a soft launch 
in April amid the pandemic, is perfect for banners and other 

uses. Both marks build on the primary logo’s traditions and 
expand marketing possibilities. 

“This marks the 25th year since the Skyhawk name and 
logo were introduced, and the timing is right to add an 
alternate mark to the logo family,” Carver said when the 
alternate mark was unveiled in January. “The Skyhawk 
logo is easily associated with UT Martin, so I see this as an 
opportunity to boost enthusiasm for our athletics identity. 

“The design and communication of sports graphics have 
changed in the decades since the Skyhawk logo was first 
released, and we are proud to introduce these alternate 
marks in a way to bring our athletic brand into 2020.”

Kurt McGuffin, the university’s athletics director, described 
the Skyhawk as “unique throughout collegiate athletics” 
and was pleased with the outcome. “Our goal with the new 
logo was to retain the original look and characteristics of 
the Skyhawk while giving it a sleeker and modern feel,” he 
said in a UT Martin Office of Sports Information story. “There 
are exciting things happening with Skyhawk athletics and 
UT Martin as a whole. We hope the new alternate logo is a 
symbol of the progress we intend to make.” 

Nobody knows for sure how the world will look once the 
COVID-19 pandemic ends, but Skyhawk sports fans will 
see their teams and merchandise soar with new companion 
marks that enhance an already distinctive college sports 
brand identity. 

(above) Solomon Watkins holds up a T-shirt with the one of the new, 
alternate logos during a basketball game Jan. 16, 2020. (right) The new 
marks have begun to appear on merchandise that can be seen all over 
campus.
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A Note From Alumni Relations

N E W S
Alumni

There are always silver linings in any difficult situation. The best advice I’ve been given recently is to 

reach out to a friend (or make a new one) and have a conversation. I’ve had the pleasure to have some 

deep and meaningful conversations with many of you. I would like to tell you about a few of them. 

 First, I am proud of the work that the UTM Black Alumni Council has accomplished this summer as 

they sought to dig deeper into their mission. President April Armstrong (‘04) and Past President Tonya 

Parson (‘93) have worked to engage African American alumni and to recruit African American students to 

UT Martin. My conversations with each of them have been so meaningful as I have better learned how to 

support their dreams for UTM. Please visit our website at alumni.utm.edu if you would like information on 

becoming involved. 

 We have also conducted new virtual events this fall, and one series is the UTM Alumni Spotlight series. 

The first Facebook Live we conducted for the series was with Dr. Betty Harville (‘79) who is a recently 

retired professor of optometry from the Southern College of Optometry in Memphis. I was so proud to 

learn that a UT Martin alumna was the first black female optometrist in Tennessee and the first black female 

optometry professor in the United States. Dr. Harville, who was described as the “heart” of SCO, retired after 

36 years of service to the institution.

 I’ve challenged myself to seek out conversations with alumni and learn how we can best serve them 

through UT Martin alumni relations. I would love to have a conversation with you, too. Please reach out at 

alumni@utm.edu if you would like to share your #BeUTMProud story.

Jackie Johnson (‘08, ‘10)

Assistant Vice Chancellor for Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
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GET 
INVOLVED!
As a UT Martin alumnus, your continued 
engagement and involvement are critical to our 
success. Your personal commitment of time, talent 
and treasure will ensure our future growth. Visit 
our website to discover meaningful ways you can 
impact your university.

Volunteer Opportunities
Reunions
Alumni Council
Development Council
Mentoring Program
Young Alumni Council
Speak Out for UT
Alumni in the Classroom

ALUMNI.UTM.EDU

In addition to visiting the website, 
feel free to write, call or email 
the UT Martin Office of Alumni Relations
for more information.

Office of Alumni Relations
Dunagan Alumni Center
1900 Alumni Way
Martin, TN 38238 
(731) 881-7610
alumni@utm.edu

spotlight on alums

Many notable figures have come from 
UT Martin, and Dr. Betty Harville (‘79) is 
one of them.

As the first female African American 
optometrist in the state of Tennessee and 
the first female African American optometry 
professor in the country, Harville not only 
made U.S. history, but also taught and 
influenced thousands of students during 
her tenure at the Southern College of 
Optometry in Memphis.

As an African American woman, Harville 
faced discrimination and prejudice but 
never let those struggles keep her from 
pursuing the career she loved. 

Harville earned the rank of professor 
of optometry at SCO in 2001 and is best 
known for her clinical communications and 
patient care, which allowed her to teach 
her students different skills that they will 
need to successfully communicate with 
patients.

She taught for 36 years before retiring on 
Aug. 31, 2020. 

Do we have a photo?
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spotlight on alums

Van Jones (‘90) won the Emmy for Outstanding Original 
Interactive Program with his series “The Messy Truth VR 
Experience.” 

The series addresses social justice issues by using virtual reality 
technology to insert the audience into a story and show them a 
perspective they might not otherwise experience. 

Jones, along with producer Elijah Allan-Blitz, worked with 
multiple stars from the Marvel Cinematic Universe to tell the stories.

“I’ve always been a fan of Marvel comics, and I felt like it was 
important to find superheroes who want to do good in real life,” 
Jones said.

The first episode he created with Black Panther’s Winston Duke 
tells the story of a 12-year-old African American boy watching his 
father get stopped by the police. He also collaborated with Captain 
Marvel’s Brie Larson for a story about workplace sexual harassment. 
Jones is currently working on more episodes to help tackle issues of 
social injustice.

Outside of “The Messy Truth VR Experience,” Jones works as 
a commentator for CNN and has founded a number of nonprofit 
organizations centered around activism.

Jason Maxedon (’97) is the new deputy executive director of 
field operations for the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency. He 
previously served as the TWRA Region I wildlife program manager 
in West Tennessee.

As deputy executive director, Maxedon is responsible for the 
coordination of all field activities for the four TWRA regions and 
central office programs. The specific programs include wildlife 
management, fisheries management, law enforcement and 
environmental services. His appointment was announced at the 
June meeting of the Tennessee Fish and Wildlife Commission 
meeting in Nashville.

“We are very excited to welcome Jason to the director’s office 
for TWRA,” said Bobby Wilson, TWRA executive director. “I know 
his passion for wildlife conservation and working with our TWRA 
family will continue in this new role.” 

Prior to being the Region I wildlife program manager, Maxedon 
served as an area manager over the Lower Obion Wetland Complex 
from 2010-19. From 2000-10 he was a wildlife manager 2, 
serving as a wetlands forester, restoring 7,000 acres of bottomland 
hardwoods.  

The UT Martin Student Chapter of the Wildlife Society named 
Maxedon its Wildlife Professional of the Year in 2005 and, in a 
separate recognition, he was named 2006 Forest Conservationist 
by the Tennessee Wildlife Federation.

A native of Newbern, he holds an associate degree from 
Dyersburg State Community College, a bachelor’s degree in wildlife 
biology from UT Martin and a master’s degree in forestry from the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

AP Photo

70%
of active alumni 

live in Tennessee.

ALUMNI BY THE NUMBERS

50,000.

UT Martin 
alumni number 

more than

94 OF 95
Tennessee 
counties.

UTM alumni live in 30%
of active alumni 
are UTM donors.
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Julia Ewoldt (‘18) knew that in order to be successful in the world 
of communications, she would have to work harder than what was 
expected of her. From driving an hour one way to work at WBBJ 
channel 7 in Jackson at 3 a.m. every day during her last semester 
of college, to submitting story ideas to reporters while she was 
working as an audio producer, Ewoldt’s dedication to chasing her 
dreams is the reason why she is now an anchor for “Good Morning 
West Tennessee” and a reporter. 

“It was literally from January of 2018 to October of 2018, I had 

gone from being the audio person to anchoring the show that I 
used to be the audio person for,” Ewoldt explained. “I can’t believe 
I (was) 22 years old, and they’re letting me produce and anchor my 
own newscasts.” 

Ewoldt says having the opportunity to write, shoot, edit and 
produce her own newscasts is extremely rewarding. Her goal is to 
ensure every program she produces is, what she refers to as, “pin-
on-the-fridge worthy,” or something she can be proud of and useful 
to all of her viewers. 

While she is still young in her career, Ewoldt has grown 
tremendously since she first became interested in broadcast 
communications as a high schooler in Hardin County. The stories 
she has had the privilege to share from her community have deeply 
impacted who she is not only as a journalist but also as a person, 
which has changed how she cares for others. 

“There’s growing in your job, and then there’s growing in 
life,” Ewoldt said. “I’ve become a better writer; I’ve become a 
better interviewer; I’ve become a better camera person and editor 
because I have to do all of those different things. But I’ve grown 
more responsible, caring and empathetic. … It’s not something 
you can be taught in a classroom, even though UT Martin has done 
an incredible job. It’s something that you learn only by doing it.” 

Ewoldt can be seen every morning co-anchoring “Good Morning 
West Tennessee,” sharing the stories she hopes impacts others just 
as they have her, from 5 – 7 a.m. on WBBJ 7 Eyewitness News.

Ava Henry (‘89) has a heart for helping those around her take 
care of their hearts.

Henry won the 2020 Franklin Moosnick Service Award, the 
highest volunteer honor presented in her local American Heart 
Association chapter in Central Kentucky. The award, named 
after a former member of the national board of directors and 
former president of the Kentucky American Heart Association, 
honors volunteers who go above and beyond in support of the 
association’s mission.

Henry began her work with the American Heart Association 
in 2009 after her father died from a heart attack and her mother 
suffered a mild stroke.

While Henry initially helped organize the “Heart Ball” and “Heart 

Walk,” she soon found her passion in helping women through the 
Go Red For Women campaign, which empowers women to take 
charge of the information regarding their cardiovascular health.

She also works with the American Heart Association’s Have Faith 
in Heart initiative in her community of Lexington, Kentucky. The 
initiative seeks to provide a faith-based setting for cardiovascular 
education in African American communities, which are scientifically 
proven to be affected by heart disease at much higher rates. The 
Have Faith in Heart initiative also provides resources and blood 
pressure screenings to those in need.

Henry continues to serve her community through cardiovascular 
health education programs and strives to see more women take 
control of their heart health.

spotlight on alums
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Names, hometowns and dates of death 
are noted. Names listed either attended 
or graduated from UT Martin, unless 
otherwise noted.

•Shirley Alexander (’67, 73), of Dresden, 

passed away August 8, 2020. 

•Dr. Stacey Alan Bruff (’86), of Union City, 

passed away Sept. 23, 2020.

•Buddy Boane (’82), of Columbia, passed 

away June 12, 2020. 

•Suzanne Hague Bowlin, of Memphis, 

passed away Jan. 7, 2020. 

•Dr. Bill Byars (’70), of Martin, passed away 

May 11, 2020.

•Dr. John Collins, of Martin, passed away 

Aug. 23, 2020 (UT Martin faculty member).

•Peggy Daniel, of Selmer, passed away Feb. 

4, 2020.

•Margie Dillon, of Martin, passed away May 

5, 2020 (retired UT Martin faculty member).

•Don Elder (’70, ’75), of Martin, passed away 

Sept. 11, 2020 (UT Martin faculty member).

•Wynette Epps (’78), of Martin, passed away 

May 4, 2020 (UT Martin staff member).

•Debbie Ferrell (’85, ’87), of Martin, passed 

away May 15, 2020 (retired UT Martin staff 

member). 

•Lawrence Thomas “Larry” Fowler (’60), 

of Martin, passed away Sept. 28, 2020. 

•Dr. Bob Figgins, of St. Charles, Missouri, 

passed away Jan. 12, 2020 (retired UT Martin 

faculty member).

•Scott Fortner (’05), of Martin, passed away 

Feb. 28, 2020.

•Jim Graves (’60, 72), of Martin, passed 

away Dec. 25, 2019 (former UT Martin 

instructor and assistant football coach).

•Felix Leslie “Buddy” Gresham (’70), of 

Jackson, passed away June 26, 2020. 

•Dr. Harry Houff, of Richmond, Virginia, 

passed away Jan. 9, 2020 (retired UT Martin 

faculty member). 
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in memory
•Danita Kay Johnson (’80, ’86), of 

Greenfield, passed away May 30, 2020.

•Dr. Desiree McCullough, of Martin, passed 

away Aug. 5, 2020 (UT Martin faculty/staff 

member).

•Dr. Dan Meuller, of Olive Branch, 

Mississippi, passed away March 24, 2020. 

•Dr. Gordon Morris, of Sharon, passed away 

November 30, 2019 (retired UT Martin faculty 

member).

•Terry Oliver (’68), of Dresden, passed away 

July 4, 2020.

•Ray Stokes Peebles Sr., of Townsend, 

passed away Dec. 22, 2019. 

•Michael William Douglas Rees (’00), of 

Mt. Pleasant, passed away January 28, 2020.

•Dr. Carroll Slack, of Martin, died Aug. 29, 

2020 (retired UT Martin faculty member).

•Joel Stowers, of Athens, Georgia, passed 

away January 19, 2020 (retired Paul Meek 

Library director).

•Sara Wall, of Fulton, Kentucky, passed away 

June 8, 2020 (retired UT Martin employee).

•Charles Christopher “Chris” Watson 

(’97), of Paducah, Kentucky, passed away May 

9, 2020. 

class notes
1970
Stewart Nelson (‘70) retired after serving 
as the mayor of Morrilton, Arkansas, for 16 
years. 

Dr. Terry Templeton (‘70) retired from 
his private otolaryngology/head and neck 
surgery practice after 34 years and currently 
serves as the section chief at the Memphis 
VA Medical Center. 

1974
Dr. Anna Clifford (‘74) retired as 
a professor of education from Union 
University.

1975  
Dr. Danny Walker (‘75) is an associate 
professor of animal science at UT Martin 
who received the Outstanding University 
of Tennessee Alumni Association Teacher 
award in 2019. He is also the recipient 
of the 2017 Elsevier Award for Teaching 
Excellence from the Association of 
Veterinary Technician Educators. Danny is 
married to Susan Beeler Walker (’75), 
and the couple have two children and four 
grandchildren. 

1979
Ricky Collins (‘79) retired after 35 years 
as an educator and basketball coach. 
Collins was inducted into the Metro 
Nashville Basketball Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame in 2014 and the Cumberland 
University Sports Hall of Fame in 2019.
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1980
Dr. Aaron Hughey (‘80) is a secondary 
education biology professor at Western 
Kentucky University. He received the 
University Distinguished Professor award 
in 2018 and was elected to the College 
Personnel Association of Kentucky Hall of 
Fame in 2019. Aaron is married to Sandra 
Lee Hughey (’81), and the couple have 
two children. 

1984
Carey Bond (‘84) was promoted as the 
U.S. head of claims for Lloyds of London 
insurance.

1986  
Ronnie Green (‘86) recently celebrated 
40 years of service as a worship pastor in 
churches across Tennessee and Kentucky.

1988
Dr. Brian Clardy (‘88) earned the Dr. 
Lonnie E. Maness Award for his article 
“Blood at the Root: A Historiographical 
Commentary on Lynching in America” 
published in the Journal of the Jackson 
Purchase Historical Society in 2020. 
Maness, a late UT Martin professor 
emeritus of history, taught Clardy during 
his 37-year tenure in the Department of 
History and Philosophy. Clardy currently 
serves as an associate professor of history 
at Murray State University.

2001
Dr. Alison Caldwell Hitch (‘01) earned 
her Ph.D. in English from the University of 
Kentucky. She is currently on the faculty in 
the Department of Writing and Rhetoric at 
The University of Mississippi.

2004
John Denniston (‘04) is a special 
agent for the Oxford, Mississippi, Drug 
Enforcement Administration. 

Adrian Montague (‘04) is serving as the 
county commissioner in Madison County 
for District 2. He is married to Samantha 
Montague (’04).

2010
Olivia Lee (‘10) was recently promoted 
to assistant professor of English at Motlow 
State Community College.

2015
Ian McGrew (‘15) was promoted to 
director of recruiting for the University 
of Wyoming football program in 2019. 
McGrew has worked with the Cowboys 
football team since 2015.

2016
Dr. Rachael Wolters (‘16) graduated 
with her DVM from the University of 
Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine 
in May 2020. She will be continuing her 
training at Vanderbilt University as she 
pursues a Ph.D. in infectious disease.

Rashunica Holland (‘16, ‘20) returned 
to UT Martin to earn her master’s degree 
in curriculum and instruction after teaching 
first grade.

2018
Margaret Nagai-Singer (‘18) is pursuing 
a Ph.D. in biomedical and veterinary 
sciences at Virginia Tech. She is currently 
studying the role of the immune system in 
breast and pancreatic cancer. 

2019
Sarah Knapp (‘19) began working for the 
UT Martin Office of University Relations as 
the staff writer in February 2020. She is a 
contributing writer for Campus Scene.

2020
Emma Gasparro (‘20) is currently a 
student in Union University’s Accelerated 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing program.

Emily Wilson (‘20) has started a podcast 
with DQ Jimmerson (’18) and his wife 
Cheri, titled the “The Jesus Company 
Podcast.” The podcast puts Christ at the 
forefront of the conversation and can be 
found on any streaming service.

Michael Singer (‘20) is a soil scientist for 
the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service in Homer, Alaska. He is currently 
working to complete initial soil mapping 
for the state of Alaska.
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Benefits
• Online or traditional courses
• Satellite centers
• Use prior college credits
• Affordable
• Low out-of-state tuition
• Flexibility to fit a college career around your schedule
• Use up to 60 hrs. of non-college credits, including life experience or military credits as well as 

CLEP and Dantes exam scores.

Degree Requirements
•  38-40 hrs. of general education

• 8 hrs. in biological & physical systems
• 9-10 hrs. in communications
• 3 hrs. in fine arts
• 9 hrs. in humanities
• 3-4 hrs. in mathematics
• 6 hrs. in social & behavioral sciences

• 42-54 hrs. in an individualized area of interest
• IDST 490 Senior Seminar
• 28-37 hrs. of elective courses

for more information:
Office of Interdisciplinary Studies

(731)881-7589 | bis@utm.edu | utm.edu/bis | c utmartinbis |  d @UTMBIS

COMPLETE YOUR DEGREE
BACHELOR OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES (BIS)

Complete a degree that matches your career goals!



one last thought
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT      Mallory Clenney, Reagan, Tennessee

Mallory Clenney, of Reagan, is the first UT Martin student to graduate the nursing program in three years. After graduating in spring 2020, Clenney began 
working at Jackson-Madison County General Hospital in Jackson.

Growing up in a family of medical 
professionals, Mallory Clenney (‘20) 
knew from an early age that she wanted to 
follow in the footsteps of her mother and 
brother as a nurse but in her own style. On 
May 2, 2020, Clenney, who studied at the 
UT Martin Parsons Center, became the first 
student in UT Martin history to graduate 
from the nursing program in three years.

“(Becoming a nurse) was just something 
that stuck in my heart. I wanted to be 
a person that, in the future, could help 
these people whenever they are the most 
vulnerable and also help their family… 

(who) is also struggling,” Clenney said. “I 
just want to be that sense of calm for them 
and be able to provide them the best care 
that I know how.”

Now working at Jackson-Madison 
County General Hospital, Clenney is 
confident that her education at the UT 
Martin Parsons Center has prepared her to 
be the best nurse she can be even in the 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Clenney said working through the 
pandemic is “definitely scary,” but that 
after observing the nurses who are treating 
the virus in the COVID-19 unit, as well as 

the nurses in other units/floors taking on 
strenuous workloads due to higher acuity 
level, she is confident in their ability to 
ensure the best care possible for their 
patients.

Clenney is unsure of where her career 
as a nurse will take her, especially in the 
current climate. She does know as long 
as she continues to provide care and 
comfort for her patients, she will continue 
accomplishing her dream, just as she did 
by graduating with her nursing degree in 
three years.
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Dunagan Alumni Center
1900 Alumni Way
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Alumni Telefund Program

UT Martin students are making calls 
to alumni Monday through 
Thursday evenings and we 

would appreciate your support! 

Catch up on campus news, update 
your information & consider making

 a gift to support UTM students 
through the UT Martin Alumni 

Telefund Program.


