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American author, speaker and pastor John Maxwell said, “Change is inevitable. Growth is 
optional.” West Tennessee and the surrounding region will soon see the inevitable growth 
that will come when Ford Blue Oval City begins producing electric trucks in 2025 at its new 
facility in Haywood County. Our faculty, staff and students welcome these new opportunities 
for growth as we prepare for the transformational opportunities that lie ahead. 
 
For many reasons, I am optimistic that UT Martin is positioned to address the changes that 
Blue Oval City and supporting businesses and industries will bring: 
 

• The new Latimer-Smith Engineering and Science Building is open for business and is 
the new center for STEM education for the university and for the region. This student-
friendly, state-of-the-art space was made possible through a matching $6.5 million gift 
by Union City’s Bill and Carol Latimer. (See the building dedication story in this edition 
on page 22.) The Latimers believe in the value of education and saw the importance of 
this facility long before Blue Oval City became a reality. 

• Plans for the new Tennessee Entrepreneurial Science and Technology (TEST) Hub are 
underway, creating the perfect complement to the Latimer-Smith Building, as well 
as the needs of Blue Oval City and supporting businesses and industries. The TEST 
Hub, once constructed on the west side of the main campus, will provide hands-on 
manufacturing engineering education and a regional innovation hub that will support 
workforce and economic development.

• Traditional educational programs fill an important role in the changing West Tennessee 
landscape, and those educated to be teachers, to enter the medical profession, to 
conduct business and to provide needed social services will establish the underpinning 
required for the coming changes. 

• UT President Randy Boyd speaks often of grand challenges that confront Tennessee, 
and he believes that the University of Tennessee is uniquely positioned to address 
the greatest obstacles facing our citizens. I am always impressed by the ability of our 
faculty, staff and students to be problem solvers. The challenges that exist and the 
changes ahead will require our best creativity, and UT Martin is ready to join in and 
offer solutions to the greatest challenges we face. 

  
President John F. Kennedy said, “Change is the law of life. And those who look only to the 
past or present are certain to miss the future.” Your university is positioned to embrace 
what the future brings by fulfilling its mission to educate and engage responsible citizens to 
lead and serve in a diverse world. Thank you for your faithful support of UT Martin and for 
entrusting the education of future generations to us. Let those changes begin. 

All the best,     

        

                                                                            
Dr. Keith S. Carver Jr.
                              

CHANCELLOR’S 
CORNER 
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 Dr. Nancy Buschhaus began her career at UT Martin in 1997 after completing her doctorate the 
previous year at The Ohio State University. In 2022, she was named College of Engineering and 
Natural Sciences interim dean.
 While at UT Martin, Buschhaus has participated in and advocated for interactive research 
projects to provide students with first-hand research experience and prepare them for further 
education. These projects not only include studying bat behavior, Buschhaus’ field of expertise, 
but in the past, she has mentored students studying topics that include trail cameras, 
hummingbirds and sea urchins.
 “So along with wanting to study bats, I also wanted to be able to train undergraduate 
students, not necessarily to go on into research with bats, but to be able to understand how 
research is conducted and potentially go on to graduate school or on to professional school and 
know what it’s like to participate in the scientific process,” Buschhaus said. 
 Buschhaus has also taken on leadership roles by serving on various committees dealing with 
enrollment and faculty evaluation, serving as chair of the Faculty Senate’s undergraduate council 
and as chair of the Department of Biological Sciences. In 2021, she was selected to participate in 
the University of Tennessee’s Executive Leadership Institute (ELI), which seeks to prepare internal 
faculty and staff members for future leadership positions. 
 “(ELI) helps the participants to see every campus in the UT System and how each campus has 
unique needs as well as similar needs, so that you can form collaborative interactions between 
different campuses,” Buschhaus said. 
 Buschhaus will continue to build upon her leadership skills as she guides her college through 
the transition between the former and future deans. She hopes to continue to attract students 
who are passionate about STEM and provide faculty members and students with the tools 
necessary for success. She has been heavily involved in the move to the new Latimer-Smith 
Engineering and Science Building, which opened for classes in spring 2023 (see related story in 
this edition on page 22). Buschhaus will continue planning for the Tennessee Entrepreneurial 
Science and Technology (TEST) Hub, which will serve as a classroom, workshop and collaborative 
workspace for UT Martin STEM students, students at Dyersburg State Community College and 
Tennessee Colleges of Applied Technology, and members of the community. 
 Serving as interim dean is “an honor as a faculty member who has been here at UTM this 
long. It is an honor as a woman in science to provide a positive role model for women in STEM,” 
Buschhaus said. 

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT Dr. Nancy Buschhaus
College of Engineering and Natural Sciences
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A DEGREE AND AN ENGAGEMENT – Caden Neville (‘22), an Agricultural Business graduate from Mount Juliet, takes 
a knee outside of UT Martin’s Holland McCombs Center (pictured in the background) and proposes to Kari Beth Woods (‘22), an 
Agriculture major from Martin, following commencement on Dec. 10, 2022. Neville popped the question by surprising Woods as 
she arrived at the Hall-Moody Administration Building to take photos. Woods said “yes,” and the pair plan to wed in May.
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ETERNAL FLAME – UT Martin’s eternal flame was “relighted” during a Nov. 28 ceremony in the university’s Paul Meek Library. A 
ceramic flame created by retired UT Martin faculty member David McBeth (pictured placing the flame) now sits atop the display that is 
located on the library’s second floor. 

NOTEWORTHY 6
ATHLETICS 10
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KEITH CARVER ERA ENDING AT UT MARTIN
 To say that Dr. Keith Carver has made a lasting impact at UT Martin is a bit of an 
understatement. He has arguably been the face of the institution since becoming chancellor in 
2017, and his leadership success has now led to a new position starting March 1. He leaves 
UT Martin to serve a two-year limited appointment as the senior vice chancellor/senior vice 
president for the UT Institute of Agriculture. UT System President Randy Boyd and UT Knoxville 
Chancellor Donde Plowman made the announcement Jan. 26. Carver’s appointment now goes 
to the UT Board of Trustees for final consideration. 
 In an email to UT campuses and units sent before the news release announcement, Boyd 
praised Carver’s “impressive track record at UTM and knowledge of UT” among the factors for 
his selection to the new post. “Keith has become part of the fabric of the UT Martin community, 
and I know his departure will be sad for many,” he said, adding, “As he leaves UT Martin, he 
will be leaving a thriving campus that is experiencing great momentum.”
 Dr. Philip Acree Cavalier, senior vice chancellor and provost, will serve as UT Martin interim 
chancellor as the search for a permanent successor takes place in the coming months. In the 
meantime, the university community and beyond continue to react to the change with sadness 

but a strong sense of gratitude. A message sent later that morning to university students, faculty, staff and alumni captured the Carver 
family’s feelings about the university and region as this new chapter in their lives begins. 
Godspeed, and thank you, Keith and Hollianne.

-----

 “We have loved serving UT Martin for over six years during my time as chancellor. It’s been such an 
honor to work with you to advocate for UT Martin’s academic programs and incredible people since 
January 2017. We have enjoyed representing UT Martin across West Tennessee and the surrounding 
region, celebrating with you at university events and opening up our home for meals, card games and 
s’mores. 
 “I’m grateful for this opportunity to continue working for the University of Tennessee and leading 
the Institute of Agriculture. Hollianne, Britton and l will be reuniting with our two adult children 
(Carson and J.T.) in East Tennessee, and we are excited to be in Knoxville for the birth of our first 
grandchild this summer.
 “I’m forever grateful for the good work we’ve accomplished together. And while I’ll miss all aspects 
of this great university community, it’s probably no surprise that I’ll miss the people the most. … 
I’m confident that the best days for this great university are yet to come because of you – our 
outstanding students, faculty, staff and alumni.”

All the Best,
Keith
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Want to see more of 
Campus Scene?

Visit us online at utm.edu/campusscene

noteworthy

ALCORN, ARMSTRONG, TOSH RECEIVE UT MARTIN 
HOMECOMING ALUMNI AWARDS – Cody Alcorn 
(‘05), of Atlanta, Georgia; April Armstrong (‘04), of Bartlett; and 
Jimmy Tosh (‘72), of Henry, were honored with alumni awards 
from UT Martin during homecoming festivities Oct. 1, 2022.
 The awards were presented during the annual Chancellor’s 
Brunch and Alumni Awards Program before the opening of Quad 
City, and award-winners were later recognized after the first quarter 
of the of the homecoming football game against Tennessee Tech.
 Alcorn, a native of Sikeston, Missouri, received the 2022 
Outstanding Young Alumni Award, which honors a university alum 
under 40 years of age for outstanding achievement in his or her 
chosen profession. Alcorn is a 2005 UT Martin graduate with a 
bachelor’s degree in communications. In his 17-year, award-winning 
career in TV news, he has covered a presidential inauguration, a 
Super Bowl, and numerous breaking news and weather stories. He 
is currently a journalist for 11Alive, WXIA, in Atlanta.

 Armstrong was the recipient of the 2022 Outstanding 
Alumni Award, which honors a university alum for outstanding 
achievement in his or her chosen profession. Armstrong is a 
second-generation alumna of UT Martin and 2004 graduate with 
a bachelor’s degree in business administration. She is a systems 
technology auditor for Memphis Light, Gas, and Water and is a 
member of the Institute of Internal Auditors. Armstrong has most 
recently been named the president of the UT Martin Black Alumni 
Council.
 Tosh, the owner and CEO of Tosh Farms, received the 2022 
Chancellor’s Award for University Service, which honors an 
individual for exemplary service to the university. He received 
a bachelor’s degree in agriculture in 1972. He now owns and 
operates the 24th largest swine operation in the country. He has 
been a key driver of the Captain’s Challenge Campaign with his 
$50,000 match to the UT Martin College of Agriculture and Applied 
Science.
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UT MARTIN CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAM 
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS AND FIRST MASTER’S 
GRADUATE  – The 2022-23 academic year has been a 
monumental one for UT Martin’s Criminal Justice Program. Not 
only is the program celebrating its 50th anniversary as part of the 
College of Education, Health and Behavioral Sciences, the Master of 
Science in Criminal Justice Program also had its first graduate cross 
the commencement stage Dec. 10, 2022, in the Kathleen and Tom 
Elam Center. Cpt. Wesley Stafford (‘22), director of training for 
the Tennessee Highway Patrol, has added a UT Martin degree to 
his impressive list of credentials and degrees.
 While attending the FBI National Academy in Quantico, Virginia, 
Stafford started earning credit hours toward his master’s degree 
through the University of Virginia. It was through this opportunity 
that he saw the benefits UT Martin had to offer. “I was so close 
to completing my master’s, and UT Martin was so flexible to 
recognize my previous education and training that it just made 
sense to finish there,” said Stafford.

PRIVATE DONOR GIFT SUPPORTS NEWLY 
APPROVED CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT – An 
anonymous gift to UT Martin will support the university’s new 
Bachelor of Science in Construction Management, an engineering 
major developed to meet Tennessee workforce needs.
 The gift of the Overcast Family Professorship for Excellence in 
Construction Management Endowment will enable the university 
to hire future faculty members for the new program. In addition, 
the same donors will provide scholarships to qualified students 
at the second-year level or above who have a cumulative grade 
point average of 2.75 or higher through their establishment of the 
Overcast Family Construction Management Scholarship Fund.
 The new degree received UT Board of Trustees approval in 
June 2022, final approval during the Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission’s summer meeting in Nashville and began during the 
fall semester 2022.

 He did not pursue his master’s with the intent or expectation of 
furthering his career, but he did it for his family. “I did it to show my 
children and grandchildren that you never stop learning,” he said.
 “As I look toward the end of my career in law enforcement, I 
wonder what life looks like afterwards. Maybe, along with my 
other credentials, this (his master’s degree) will make me more 
marketable in the private sector,” Stafford said. “But at this point, 
I’ve got it, and nobody can take that away. So, I am proud to have 
completed it.”
 For 50 years, the UT Martin Criminal Justice Program has 
produced police officers, state troopers, forensic scientists, judges, 
lawyers and many other law enforcement specialists like Stafford. 
The program is built on four pillars: law and law enforcement, 
courts, theory, and research.
 Dr. Brian Donavant, UT Martin professor of criminal justice, 
has been with the program since 2006 and been an advocate for 
maintaining success within the department. “The biggest thing I 
can say about our program, and I think this really says it all, is that 
everything we do as a university should be about our students,” 
said Donavant. “We are truly a program that is all about our 
students and giving our students what they need to be successful 
when they leave here.”
 As the program heads into its 51st year, Donavant hopes to 
see the undergraduate and master’s degrees grow. “They say 
there’s an art to being small, and as a regional public university I 
think we’ve found our niche in that,” he said. “We don’t need to 
be small in our thinking, but we need to stay true to the applied 
approach that gives folks real hands-on useful tools for when they 
are out there working to serve the public.”

 The degree provides an additional STEM pathway to students 
interested in the combination of engineering and construction-
related work. The degree is formatted to benefit completion by 
both traditional students and by professionals currently working 
in the construction field. Construction management is a vital and 
sought-after component of the construction industry that provides 
a professional service using specialized project-management 
techniques to oversee project planning, design and execution.
 The Bachelor of Science in Construction Management degree is 
the third degree offered at the Martin campus by the Department 
of Engineering, which currently offers a Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering and a Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
with concentrations in civil, computer, electrical, manufacturing and 
mechatronics. The program curriculum will be accredited by the 
American Council for Construction Education and taught in the new 
Latimer-Smith Engineering and Science Building.
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HISTORY IN THE MAKING – Skyhawk volleyball head coach, Jaclynn 
Wilson, hoists the team’s Ohio Valley Conference regular season championship 
trophy in the air following the group’s pivotal win over Tennessee Tech 
in Cookeville. This was the volleyball program’s first regular-season OVC 
championship win since 2002. Wilson’s squad equaled a school record with 15 
OVC victories and finished the fall with a 23-12 overall record, which was good 
enough for the third-most single-season victories in the program’s NCAA Division I 
history (since 1992).Read more about volleyball’s championship win on page 12.
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VOLLEYBALL AND FOOTBALL OVC CHAMPIONSHIPS
– The 2022 fall term was a banner semester for UT Martin Athletics 
as the Skyhawk football and volleyball teams each earned Ohio 
Valley Conference regular-season championships.
 The UT Martin football team won its second consecutive OVC 
title, accomplishing that feat for the first time in school history. 
The Skyhawks completed their first-ever undefeated OVC season, 
finishing 5-0 against league foes. Head coach Jason Simpson 
accumulated a 7-4 overall record and dialed up 25 all-conference 
honorees, including OVC Defensive Player of the Year John H. Ford II 
and OVC Freshman of the Year Sam Franklin. UT Martin also boasted 

eight different players who combined for 14 All-American awards, 
including Ford (Associated Press third team).
 History was also made within the UT Martin volleyball program 
as the Skyhawks won their first OVC regular-season championship 
since 2002. Head coach Jaclynn Wilson’s squad equaled a school 
record with 15 OVC victories and finished the fall with a 23-12 
overall record, which was good enough for the third-most single-
season victories in the program’s NCAA Division I history (since 
1992). UT Martin advanced to the National Invitational Volleyball 
Championship, defeating Troy in the first round for the first-ever 
postseason win in school history.

ATHLETICS HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES – Five former 
student-athletes were enshrined into the UT Martin Athletics Hall 
of Fame Class of 2022 at the 39th annual Letter Winner’s Breakfast 
held on campus.
 Joining the exclusive company were Andreika Jackson 
(women’s basketball, 2003-07), Chelsea Jones Farmer 
(softball, 2009-12), Heather Kea Cumbee (volleyball, 2000-
03), Mariah Klenke-Blount (soccer, 2011-14) and Jodie Tiley 
(tennis, 2009-12).
 The all-female class was inducted as part of a yearlong 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of Title IX, which was signed 
into law in 1972.
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GILES SPORTS AUTHORITY RESOLUTION/TITLE IX 
AT UT MARTIN – Bettye Giles, one of the leading pioneers 
for women’s equality in sports not only in Tennessee but on a 
national scale, was presented with an official resolution by the 
Sports Authority of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and 
Davidson County in April 2022.
 The Clarksville native began her tenure as a professor of physical 
education at UT Martin in 1952 and is still one of the school’s 
biggest fans to this day. She was instrumental in the development 
of female varsity sports on campus and served as the school’s first 
and only director of women’s athletics from 1969-94. She was 
inducted into the UT Martin Athletics Hall of Fame in 1985 and was 
named to the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame in 2020.
 Giles was recognized as one of 13 pioneers to take part in the 
Ohio Valley Conference’s 50-year anniversary of Title IX Luncheon, 
which took place in Nashville on June 1, 2022.

CHASE 
THRASHER 
HIRED AS 
RODEO COACH

 – Chase Thrasher 
(‘21) took over as 
the fifth head coach 
in UT Martin rodeo 
history on July 1, 
2022, following the 
retirement of John 
Luthi.

  A Columbia 
native, Thrasher 
spent the 2021-22 

season as a Skyhawk assistant coach. Competing under Luthi from 
2017-21, Thrasher was a four-time CNFR qualifier and made three 
appearances at the national championship event. He is also a four-
time International Professional Rodeo Association Finals qualifier 
and a four-time Lonestar Rodeo Association qualifier.
 Thrasher graduated with a degree in agriculture with a 
concentration in farm and ranch management.

TENNESSEE SPORTS HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES –
The Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame celebrated some of Tennessee’s 
greatest sporting icons July 23 at its Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame 
2022 Banquet, Presented by the Tennessee Titans. The star-studded 
event held in Nashville recognized the past two 2020 and 2021 
classes, inducted the 57th class of 2022 inductees and honored 
outstanding teams, amateur athletes and this year’s Tennessean 
of the Year, John Ingram. Honored for her 2020 induction was 
UT Martin Athletics Hall of Fame member Bettye Giles and 2021 
inductee Brandon Rowland (’04, ’06). Pictured top with 
Giles are (l, r)  Cile Grasfeder (B.S. ’64, M.S. ‘70), professor 
emeritus of health and human performance, Davis Luster, Giles, 
Mike Luster and Lauren Luster (‘80), daughter of Cile Grasfeder. 
Rowland is pictured below with his wife, Sara. Giles was honored 
for her contributions to women’s athletics, and Rowland for his 
longtime athletics success despite facing major physical adversity. 
(Photos are credited to Rick Murray//Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame.)
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COLE WALKER WINS INDIVIDUAL RODEO 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP – Cole Walker became the 
ninth cowboy in UT Martin rodeo history to claim an individual 
national championship when the Sparta native captured those 
honors in the men’s all-around category at the 2022 College 
National Finals Rodeo.
 Walker’s 270 points edged out Fresno State’s Cole Dodds (245 
points) for the right to be called a national champion. Walker 
accumulated 160 points in tiedown roping and 110 points in team 
roping at the 2022 CNFR, becoming the Skyhawks’ first national 
rodeo champion since Jeff Askey won the bull riding event in 2010.

PASSING OF PHIL DANE, COL. BILL KALER AND 
GROVER PAGE – Skyhawk Athletics sadly lost three longtime 
pillars of the athletic program during the latter stages of the 2022 
calendar year as Phil Dane, Col. Bill Kaler and Grover Page each 
passed away after combining for 131 years of service to UT Martin.
 Dane passed away on Sept. 28, 2022, at the age of 68. Dane 
landed his first of many positions at UT Martin in 1979 and was 
appointed athletic director in 2000 after serving as vice chancellor 
for business and finance. An Air Force veteran and Martin native, 
Dane’s 14-year tenure as athletic director included 10 different 
Skyhawk athletic programs combining for 34 conference or regional 
championships. He was inducted into the UT Martin Athletics Hall 
of Fame in 2015 and was enshrined into the OVC Hall of Fame in 
2021, becoming only the third UT Martin representative to earn 
that honor.
 Kaler passed away on Veteran’s Day (Nov. 11, 2022) at the age 
of 88. The Bardwell, Kentucky native spent 27 years as a military 
officer before joining UT Martin as a professor of military science 
in 1976. Four years later, he joined athletics and was promoted 
to assistant athletic director for compliance – a role he served in 
until 2021. He became only the fourth athletics administrator to be 
inducted into the UT Martin Athletics Hall of Fame when he was 
enshrined in 2014.
 An Augusta, Georgia native, Page passed away on Dec. 17, 
2022 – four days shy of his 89th birthday. Page was an assistant 
football coach at UT Martin from 1959-74 and was later hired 
as the school’s first head golf coach, serving in that role for 35 
seasons. A 2002 UT Martin Athletics Hall of Fame inductee, 
Page guided the then-Pacers to eight appearances in the NCAA 
Division II Tournament, winning five Tennessee Intercollegiate 
championships and mentoring seven All-Americans. The Army 
veteran also served as UT Martin’s men’s cross country coach from 
1992-95 and was an associate professor in the department of 
physical education. 
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UT MARTIN OFFERS… 
• A traditional BSN program, which 

includes three years of clinical 
experience offered both at the main 
campus and the UT Martin Parsons 
Center.

• An RN-BSN program online. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Department of Nursing
Martin, TN 38238
731-881-7131 • nursing@utm.edu
utm.edu/nursing

   UTMartin  DiscoverUTM

UT Martin Department of Nursing

Celebrated 50 years 

of Nursing Education!

 More clinical experience is one reason why UT 
Martin nursing graduates excel in the health-care 
world. The university’s nursing program celebrated its 
50th anniversary in 2022, and the program’s tradition 
of experiential learning continues.
 The program began in 1972 by providing an 
associate degree in nursing, and in 1992, it fully 
transitioned into a four-year baccalaureate degree 
program. The Bachelor of Science in Nursing program 
is fully accredited by the Accreditation Commission 
for Education in Nursing (ACEN) and includes 
three years of clinical rotations offered at local and 
regional sites, including hospitals, long-term care 
and rehabilitation facilities, community organizations 
and schools. Students receive hands-on instruction 
through lab experiences and high-fidelity simulations 
at the main Martin campus and the UT Martin Parsons 
Center.
 In 1999, the Department of Nursing began offering 
a program intended to help registered nurses receive 
a Bachelor of Science degree in nursing. Applicants 
can transfer select credits from past associate degree 
courses, hospital diplomas and their existing licenses 
to streamline the process. Additional courses in 
areas like evidence-based practice, leadership and 
population health are also offered to supplement the 
individual nurse’s existing experience. All RN-BSN 
completion courses are offered online to allow nurses 
to take classes from anywhere and accommodate 
hectic schedules. 
 The most recent expansion of the program came 
in 2014 when UT Martin began offering the BSN 
program at the Parsons Center. The nursing courses 
that are offered at the regional center are taught by 
on-site instructors, which allows students to receive 
one-on-one guidance and build connections with their 
professors face-to-face. Students in the Parsons area 
can pursue a nursing degree while staying close to 
home.
 The UT Martin Department of Nursing prepares 
its students for success in licensure exams and 
professional placements. Students take a series 
of courses centered around leadership and 
professionalism in nursing, and faculty members 
advise students on resume writing and interview 
preparation. As of 2022, the program’s current job 
placement rate is 100% for students pursuing jobs 
immediately following graduation.
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“No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, 
be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 

subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity.”

Those words were signed into law 50 years ago as Title IX was part of the 
Education Amendments of 1972. As the NCAA, Ohio Valley Conference 

and UT Martin celebrate 50 strong years of women’s athletics, we 
spotlight the five female head coaches for Skyhawk athletics.

Photos by Nathan Morgan
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Jolyta Henderson
Cross Country/Track 
& Field Head Coach

Hometown: Dyersburg
First Year at UT Martin: 2016 



18 The University of Tennessee at Martin CAMPUS SCENE utm.edu

Kim Leiter
Equestrian Head Coach

Hometown: Janesville, Wisconsin
First Year at UT Martin: 2014
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Amber Minton
 Cheer/Pom Squad/STUNT
  Head Coach
   Hometown: Linden
   First Year at UT Martin: 2020 
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MJ  Vowell
Rifle Head Coach

Hometown: Louisville, Kentucky
First Year at UT Martin: 
1985 (Student-Athlete), 

2017 (Coach)
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Jaclynn Wilson
Volleyball/Beach Volleyball Head Coach

Hometown: Plain City, Ohio
First Year at UT Martin: 2015
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By Bud Grimes
Photos by Steve Mantilla

Latimer-Smith
Building Opens

THE FUTURE 
ARRIVES:
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 Bill and Carol Latimer believe in the power of education 
to change lives. Their commitment to education inspired the 
Union City couple’s $6.5 million gift that made possible the new 
Latimer-Smith Engineering and Science Building. The $65 million, 
120,000-square-foot, three-story building was dedicated during a 
3:30 p.m. ceremony Thursday, Oct. 27, 2022. 
 The dedication coincided with the University of Tennessee Board 
of Trustees fall meeting held Oct. 27-28 in the Boling University 
Center. Earlier that afternoon, board members approved a request 
by Bill Latimer to add Dr. Bob Smith’s name to the building in 
recognition of the former UT Martin chancellor’s service during a 
critical period in the university’s history. 
 The Latimer gift provided the 10% match required by the state 
for construction of the state-of-the-art facility. Ground was officially 
broken Sept. 18, 2020, and the building opened for classes spring 
semester. The Latimer-Smith Building houses the departments of 
chemistry and physics, computer science, engineering, mathematics 
and statistics, and the pre-professional health sciences program. 
The building features classrooms, laboratories, offices, and a small 
observatory. 
 Chancellor Keith Carver welcomed the crowd that gathered on 
the building’s west side, which he noted is the university’s first 
new academic building in 40 years. “We’re excited for our campus 
community, students, faculty, staff – especially those in our STEM 
disciplines who are going to utilize this building,” Carver said. He 
introduced UT President Randy Boyd who told the audience that 
the university won’t have to wait 40 years for its next building. 
“We have over 1,200 buildings in the University of Tennessee 
System,” he said. “This is one of the best anywhere across the 
system, so you have a lot to be proud of.”   
 Boyd thanked both Carver and Smith for their vision and 
leadership that made the building possible. Before Carver was 
named chancellor in 2016, Smith led the university for 19 months 
beginning in June 2015 during which time the Latimers’ gift moved 
the project forward. Boyd first met the couple during his campaign 
for Tennessee governor, and since then he has seen the impact 
of the Latimers’ generosity in the state. “I think we’re going to be 
thankful to them for their donations, but I know myself and many 
others that know them will be thankful for their inspiration,” he 
said. 
 Smith followed Boyd on the program and recalled the challenges 
faced by the university and the region at the time he was named 
interim chancellor. Those included high unemployment, problems 
in school systems and UT Martin’s accreditation probation. Despite 
the obstacles, he and others never lost the vision for a long-
planned STEM building. “Among all the other projects that we 
were working on, we had to keep this building very much, and its 
opportunity for this campus, in front of us,” he said. 

 Smith recalled that the building came closer to reality during 
the 2016 legislative session, thanks to a change in the university’s 
required match to fund the project. The match reduction from 
25 percent to 10 percent was led by State Sen. John Stevens 
(R-Huntingdon, UTM ’96) and was the first of its kind in 
Tennessee government. The university was given a one-year 
opportunity to match 10% or approximately $6.5 million of the cost 
to construct the building. 
 In April 2016, Latimer asked to meet with Smith, and during that 
meeting, he told Smith to take care of the university, and Carol and 
he would cover the needed match so that the building could be 
constructed. Smith said that some key lessons in philanthropy led 
to the historic gift. 
 “The first one is it is really always about relationships,” he said. 
“… That sets the foundation for where philanthropy can bear 
fruit.” Smith said that the second lesson is that Bill Latimer makes 
transformational gifts. “He does not want to make – and most of 
the successful philanthropists – do not want to make gifts that are 
just gifts,” he said. “They want them to be truly ones that make a 
difference.”
 “And the third one was Bill and Carol are about making 
investments, not writing checks and gifts, and that investment 
must produce a return,” he said. Smith noted larger gifts 
to the university in recent years, likely inspired by the 
Latimers’ generosity. “So that investment has multiplied 
well beyond the initial gift, but it would never have if Bill 
hadn’t and Carol hadn’t have stepped forward.”
 Latimer used his time in the program to credit others 
for the building, which a few minutes later, would be 
announced by Carver as the Latimer-Smith Engineering 
and Science Building out of Latimer’s respect for Bob 
Smith and his service as chancellor. He began by 
speaking of his personal faith. 

 “Carol and I believe that 
if God has blessed you, 
then you need to use his 
blessings to bless others,” 
he said. 

(clockwise from top) Chancellor Emeritus Dr. Bob 
Smith (l) and Bill Latimer react to the announce-

ment of Smith’s name being added to the building; 
Students, faculty and staff explore the new building 

following the dedication ceremony, Oct. 27, 2022; 
Smith addresses the crowd during the dedication 

ceremony; The new $65 million, 120,000-square-foot, 
three-story Latimer-Smith Engineering and Science 

Building is situated along the quad near the Business 
Administration Building. 
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“God has blessed us much more than we could ever deserve and 
much, much more than we expected, and God’s blessings is the 
reason that Carol and I are here today. 
 “We believe in education, and we believe that is the best way to 
help get people out of poverty.”
 Latimer added his praise for State Sen. John Stevens and former 
State Rep. Andy Holt (MBA, ’07) for their legislative work in 
2016 that changed the way buildings were financed for higher 
education. He acknowledged UT President Emeritus Joe DiPietro 
for convincing Smith to return and lead UT Martin during a pivotal 
time. But perhaps he saved his greatest compliment for his friend 
with whom he shared the stage on this perfect October afternoon. 
 “In my opinion, for the amount of time Bob was chancellor … 
he did more for UTM than any other chancellor that I’ve had the 
privilege of knowing,” Latimer said.
 Early in his remarks, Latimer asked his cousin, the Rev. 
Jimmy Latimer, senior pastor of Redeemer Evangelical Church in 
Germantown, to bless the new building and all who use the facility 
in the future. Before praying, Jimmy Latimer recalled the family’s 
history and why the new building fits the Latimer legacy.
 “Bill’s ancestors and my ancestors came here from Middle 
Tennessee in 1853 to Obion County, and they were brothers and 
they had joining lands and farms,” Latimer said. “And the first thing 
they did when they came to West Tennessee was, they put a plot 
of land from each farm together and built the Beech Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church and the Beech School.
 “Our family has been involved as farmers, educators and 
churchmen all these years, and today is a beautiful fruition of what 
God has done through Bill. It really says what our family has tried 
to be all these years.” 

(top, l, r) Bill and Carol Latimer along with UT Martin leadership, elect-
ed officials and building engineers, cut the ribbon to officially open 

the Latimer-Smith Engineering and Science Building; Students faculty 
and staff explore the inside of the newly dedicated building; (top right 
& bottom right) Bill Latimer addresses the crowd gathered to celebrate 

the dedication. The event was held Thursday, Oct. 27.
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 Beth Buttrey (UTM ’05, UTHSC ‘08) believes that proximity breeds success. Connections to family, 
church, friends and sports influenced her decision to attend UT Martin and later earn a doctorate degree in 
physical therapy from the University of Tennessee Health Science Center. Connections and preparation eventually 
led to a goal-fulfilling physical therapist position in the Shepherd Center Brain Injury Rehabilitation Program in 
Atlanta. Perseverance also contributes to her personal success, and that same perseverance helps to restore 
hope to patients with neurological injuries or illness at this premier hospital. 
 Buttrey was raised in Martin and competed in sports for her late father, Homer, and other well-known 
area coaches. She was also active in the Martin First United Methodist Church youth group. “I think 
there’s definitely value in being in a smaller community,” she said. “Where you get people who are 
feeding into you and they actually know you, versus being lost in the big city.” Learning to make those 
connections in small settings helped her later on as she made education and career moves to larger 
areas.  
 She attended Westview High School where she played basketball, soccer and softball, with the 
latter proving to be her favorite sport. Amy Fuller, then UT Martin head coach, expressed interest 
in Buttrey playing softball for her hometown university. Graduating third in her Westview class 
enabled her to commit to Skyhawk softball through academic scholarships as a first-year walk-
on athlete. She earned some athletic scholarship money her sophomore year and completed 
her playing career under UT Martin Athletics Hall of Fame coach Donley Canary. 
 “You can’t ask for another father figure to kind of rear you through other remaining 
aspects of your young adult life and carry you into grad school,” she said, noting that 
she still stays in touch with Canary and his wife, Jenny, and other Skyhawk team 
members. She was a regular on the Ohio Valley Conference Commissioner’s Honor 
Roll and was part of a major turnaround in Skyhawk softball, falling just short of an 
OVC Tournament Championship and NCAA bid in 2004.

By Bud Grimes
Photos by Nathan Morgan 
and the Shepherd Center
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FOCUSED ON PHYSICAL THERAPY
 Buttrey knew early on that she wanted to pursue a health-care 
career, starting with the influence of her mother, Suzanne, who 
retired in November 2022 after a 55-year career in various non-
patient care roles at West Tennessee Healthcare Volunteer Hospital 
in Martin. Growing up around health care, being an athlete, 
and focusing on exercise science while pursuing her health and 
human performance degree prepared her for the valuable practical 
experiences she gained by working closely with Brian Smith 
(UTM ‘92-94, UTHSC ’95-96, M.S. ’05 UTHSC), founder 
of The Sideline Physical Therapy and Fitness Center in Martin. In 
addition to practicums and internships during her undergraduate 
degree days, she worked in a paid position in The Sideline, which 
provided exceptional preparation for the rigors of physical therapy 
school. 
 Buttrey’s hard work paid off with acceptance to five physical 
therapy programs, but proximity won out again when she earned 
the Andy Holt Scholarship to attend the UT Health Science Center 
in Memphis, a three-year program. She later learned that the UT 
Martin degree made this scholarship possible and paid for much of 
her physical therapy school education. Her connections in athletics 
and academics paid major dividends in terms of the discipline and 
perseverance she gained to continue her education at the next 
level. 
“Depending on the competitive nature of your sport, it really sets 
you up for success, and vice versa in school. It’s kind of a win-win,” 
she said. “If I’m good in school, then it sets me up for success – 
I’m eligible to play. If you’re not good in school, you may not be 
eligible to play. 
 “You never want to be on academic probation and not be able 
to get to the playing field because you worked this hard. You want 
to be able to play.”

 Gaining practical experience was important for both admission to 
physical therapy school and for learning about the field. Always 

working and on the move, she completed practicum hours 
by volunteering at Baptist Hospital in Union City and was a 

work-study student in Memphis. She took a therapy tech 
position and did largely clinical rotations her senior year 

at the Health Science Center. Through these experiences, 
she identified career options that included home health, 

hospital-based and private-practice therapy settings. 

She graduated in 2008 and accepted an acute care position at St. 
Francis Healthcare in Bartlett where she worked with wound care, 
general medical/surgery and orthopedic surgery patients but was 
ultimately led to pursue her passion for caring for patients with 
neurological injuries or illnesses. She spent the next eight years 
at Encompass (formerly HealthSouth) in Memphis developing her 
passion and honing her skills in treating patients with strokes, brain 
injuries and similar conditions, which gave her the additional time 
with patients that she preferred. 
 “You really get a little more time with the patient (through 
inpatient rehab) because that’s what they’re there for is the therapy, 
and when you’re in an acute care hospital, they’re there to manage 
the medical side of things and you might get 30 minutes of 
therapy,” she explained. “But I really wanted to build that rapport 
and get patients ready for the next thing, getting back home and 
getting back to the things they love. So that’s why inpatient rehab 
is so enticing.”
 Buttrey continued to specialize through work and education. 
Over six to eight years, she earned board certification as a 
neurological clinical specialist through the American Board of 
Physical Therapy specialties, as well as additional certifications in 
treating adults with traumatic brain injuries and strokes. 
 “So that’s a lot of studying, taking a board exam and then 
maintaining those credentials over the course of the next 10 years,” 
she said. “And then you retake an exam on year nine now.” Her 
goal through her education and credentialing was to specialize in 
neurologic therapy, and she decided to set aside her preference 
for proximity and move to Atlanta in favor of accepting a dream 
position in 2016 at the Shepherd Center. 

GIVING HOPE
 The hospital’s website notes that Shepherd Center is “a private, 
not-for-profit hospital specializing in medical treatment, research 
and rehabilitation for people with spinal cord injury, brain injury, 
multiple sclerosis, spine and chronic pain, and other neurological 
conditions.” The facility was founded in 1975 and is consistently 
ranked among the top-10 rehabilitation hospitals in the country 
by U.S. News and World Report. Shepherd Center has grown in 
four decades to a 152-bed hospital that treats more than 846 
inpatients, 277 day-program patients and more than 7,600 
outpatients annually in more than 56,000 visits. The center is 
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connected to the larger Piedmont Hospital by a hallway that allows 
immediate access to emergency and other types of care if needed. 
 “We have two acquired brain injury units at Shepherd Center,” 
she said. “We’re classified as a long-term acute care hospital, but 
we function as an inpatient rehab facility, but we are also known 
as a catastrophic-care hospital due to the nature and severity of the 
injuries and illness we routinely care for and rehabilitate.” 
 Buttrey became familiar with the hospital while in physical 
therapy school and knew of its high-level care, which made her 
question if a position there was out of reach. “You just put your 
feeler out there, you use your credentials and your experience to 
leverage hopefully getting an interview, and you go down there and 
they say, ‘Hey, we’ve got this opportunity for you. Do you want it?’ 
And I’m like, ‘Let’s give it a whirl.’”
 In her role, Buttrey interviews patients or their families if the 
patients can’t respond and asks them specifically what’s important or 
meaningful for them to get back to doing. She focuses on functional-
based therapy and wants to know the whole person, such as roles, 
responsibilities, hobbies and interests prior to the injury or illness 
that landed the individual in Shepherd Center. “From a physical 
therapy standpoint, I’m not just looking at the one thing you might 
have come in with,” she said. “You have to collectively look at the 
entire individual.”
 Buttrey is responsible for six patients at any given time, and each 
patient is seen for a one-hour session. The official workday is from 
7:30 a.m.- 4 p.m. but can extend much longer. Clinical staff must 
be flexible, because in addition to seeing patients, they are also 
responsible for daily and weekly notes, assessing equipment needs, 
serving on facility or programmatic committees, and participating in 
professional-enrichment activities. 
 While the primary responsibility for therapy staff is the patient’s 
wellbeing and recovery, they also must consider the patient’s family 
and caregivers. In a perfect world, Buttrey’s patients would make 
a full recovery and resume the functionally independent lives they 
led previously, but that is often not the case. Most of her patients 
require direct supervision at a minimum (more than likely, physical 
assistance with self-care and mobility are needed) upon discharge 
from the hospital with the recommendation for continued therapy in 
some form. As a result, the clinical staff at Shepherd Center spend 
significant time educating and training family and caregivers to 
prepare them for their new roles and responsibilities at discharge. 

 As 
might be 
expected, 
the 
challenges of 
funding care are 
considered and 
are managed by 
the hospital’s case 
management office, 
which works with 
patients and families to 
cover various services. A 
trust fund is also available 
to address potential financial 
gaps. Also considered is 
related family counseling to 
address “compassion fatigue” 
that can happen to caregivers 
tasked with this long-term 
responsibility. 
 “There may be the person I’m 
working with who is directly impacted 
by this (situation), but there are 
extensions of this traumatic or non-
traumatic event that are now impacting 
children, they’re impacting spouses, and so 
we’ve got to figure out, ‘How do we support 
them, too?’ So, we have family counseling on 
site that will help with them.” 
 In addition to family counselors, spiritual-care 
providers and peer-support coordinators also play a 
vital role in supporting the family and caregivers as 
they navigate this stage of life following an injury or 
illness. 
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“...we work TOGETHER  with those individuals to 
really see beyond the disease, the diagnoses and 
really get to the core of WHO   the patient is.”
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 Communication is another critical factor for everyone involved. 
“In my department, we have neuropsychologists that help with, 
‘How do I talk to my spouse or my loved one now that I have this 
injury?’ but also, ‘How do the caregivers now communicate that 
to children who were young and maybe don’t understand what’s 
happened to mom or dad or brother or sister?’ and so we really 
support them across the family unit.”
 The inpatient rehabilitation team is led by a physiatrist with 
nursing staff providing around-the-clock care and the therapy 
team consisting of a physical therapist, an occupational therapist, 
a speech therapist and a recreational therapist, the latter position 
being one that Buttrey says sets Shepherd Center apart from other 
facilities. In her setting, recreational therapy services are not billable 
services, but the organization recognizes the value and importance 
of recreational therapy to the recovery and integration of the 
individual and family back into the community. Shepherd Center 

relies on donors and its foundation to financially support the staff 
and program needs to ensure these services are available.  

   “Those individuals (recreational therapists) work directly with 
trying to get people back to the things they enjoy, the rec-

leisure activities they previously participated in or help them 
discover new hobbies or interests based on their current 

cognitive and physical abilities,” she said. “And they 
tailor it, and we work together with those individuals 

to really see beyond the disease, the diagnoses and 
really get to the core of who the patient is.”

 Facility dogs are also an important treatment 
component, and the current therapy-dog team 

of Errol, Lanza, Barboza, Colin, Derek and Tex 
are loved by patients and staff alike. “When 

I talk about being a mentally and physically 
exhausting and emotionally draining for us 

as therapists, it’s not uncommon to find 
one of the therapists curled up in the 

floor with one of the facility dogs in 
the office, just kind of getting a little 

debrief for the day, or even getting 
our day started with a little bit of 

puppy love,” she said. 

SUCCESS AND GRADUATION
 Success stories can take many forms. “The one thing I’ve 
learned in the six years I’ve been at Shepherd Center is that 
success looks very different for various people,” she said. “We 
speak of a new normal.” She offered the example of a child 
suffering a catastrophic injury who developed the ability to give a 
thumbs up, a thumbs down or even give a head nod – seemingly 
simple actions that allowed the parents to again communicate with 
their child. 
 In another case, one of her patients who had sustained a broken 
neck not involving the spinal cord returned with his parents to 
visit the hospital to reconnect with other patients who were also 
“pandemic families.” COVID-19 created special challenges for 
Shepherd Center, but one positive outcome was that families 
bonded during the experience. The patient was a success story 
in that he would soon graduate from college and maybe manage 
part of the family’s golfing business. “And then Buttrey recalled him 
saying, ‘Well, I might like to get into medical sales, because I’ve 
kind of got a different story now.’”  
 Speaking of “commencement,” which signals a beginning or 
start, Shepherd Center holds a small graduation for patients as 
they leave the facility. The celebration is truly a commencement, 
“Because that’s the one thing we know about neurologic rehab 
that it’s a recovery over a lifespan,” she said. A gathering of staff, 
family members and the patient signals this meaningful transition. 
 “We have a certificate that’s printed out, talks about their 
accolades, and their strength and perseverance to get through,” 
she said. “We sign the back of it with little kudos and love notes. 
I usually write something along the lines of, ‘It’s been a pleasure 
working with you. Keep up the good work and keep us posted.’”
 Beth Buttrey hit a home run in her first at-bat in a collegiate 
game against Belmont University. She never hit another home run 
in a college softball game, but she now touches all the bases daily 
at the Shepherd Center by giving hope to those seeking to regain 
mobility and a life they didn’t think possible.
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by Nathan Morgan
Photos by Ashleigh Burton

 With  her no-holds-barred personality and unapologetic 
sense of humor, Ashleigh Burton (’16), also known as Awkward 
Ashleigh, has built a successful YouTube channel with over 
130,000 subscribers. In addition to her Silver Play Button award for 
cresting the 100,000 subscriber mark, Burton has gained a devoted 
following of fans who can't get enough of her candid and unfiltered 
reactions to an eclectic mix of films, from big-budget blockbusters 
to cult classics.
 Burton, a millennial, watches the movies for the very first time, 
all the while delivering a fast-paced, and often hysterical review/
reaction. Did she like it? Did she not like it? Did it stand the test of 
time? All, she says, based on personal preference, because “what 
the hell do I know?” 
 Burton didn’t grow up watching movies. In fact, she says, if it 
isn’t a Disney Princess movie, she probably hasn’t seen it. 
 “I don't have a lot of memories of going to the movies with my 
parents. At night when I was at home with the family, we watched 
Wheel of Fortune, the 6 o’clock news, Law and Order SVU and 
went to bed. And then of course, if I was watching cartoons, it 
would be SpongeBob with my brother,” said Burton. 
 Burton’s journey to YouTube stardom hasn't been easy. She 
struggles with depression, which she says can creep in at any 
time. Talking about it openly has allowed her to connect with her 
audience, and helping them with their own mental-health struggles 
has been a source of comfort and purpose. Burton finds solace 
in knowing that she is helping her audience and de-stigmatizing 
mental-health issues at the same time.

 “I have a whole saying on my channel … where most mornings 
I get up and I get my Prozac and I drink an energy drink, don't 
scold me, it is what it is … and I'm like, ‘Depressed, but faster,’” 
said Burton.
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 Ultimately, Burton's goal is simply to 
connect with her audience and provide 
a sense of community for anyone who 
wants to join what she calls the "Hot Mess 
Express." She's a relatable and authentic 
voice in the world of YouTube, and she's 
making a difference in the lives of her 
viewers.
 “To even know that one person feels 
less alone because I openly talk about 
living with depression, forget about it. 
That's what makes it worth it to me, that 
people, if they're watching my 
videos, watching my live, or 
following me on social 
media … if that 
makes one person 
feel less alone, 
then I know I did 
my job because 
I know what 
it feels like to 
feel like you're 
all alone. And so, 
that's probably the 
coolest part. I mean, 
the plaque (Silver Play 
Button), Neato Dorito. The gifts, 
very cool. But to know that I'm actually 
making a difference in other people's lives, 
and because they're feeling better, they're 
changing other people's lives, it's wild to 
think,” said Burton.
 Burton first got her start in media while 
studying communications at UT Martin, 
where she worked at the on-campus radio 
station (WUTM) and learned how to make 
her personality come through on air and 
to connect with listeners. Burton credits UT 

Martin with helping her find and explore 
her creative side and helping her develop 
the skills she needed to succeed on 
YouTube.
 After college Burton began a radio 
career as “Gracie Hopper” on Froggy 
103.7’s The Morning Splash. Burton took 
the skills she learned in radio and applied 
them to YouTube, where she started 
posting makeup tutorials and reaction 
videos for fun. Her first video, which has 
over 20,000 views to date, is a makeup 

tutorial. In the video she can be 
seen sporting a UT Martin 

football T-shirt, paying 
homage to her alma 

mater. Something 
she does often.
 At first her 
YouTube channel 
was just a hobby. 
But after a review 

of the wildly 
popular Star Wars: 

Episode IV – A New 
Hope, Burton quickly 

realized she was on to 
something. She soon realized that 

people were enjoying her content.
 “That's when I realized, ‘Oh, this is an 
actual thing that people do,’” said Burton. 
 “I knew people could do YouTube full 
time. I never knew how to do it. I never 
knew how it worked. To be honest with 
you, I still don't really know how it works. 
I'm just riding that wave,” she continued.
 Just a little over a year after starting her 
channel, Burton left her 9-5 job to become 
a full-time YouTuber.
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 Today, Burton's most viewed video is 
a review of the 1974 American satirical 
western Blazing Saddles by Mel Brooks, 
which has received over half a million 
views. She's also been recognized in public 
by fans, and has even started a second 
channel where she tests out new ideas 
to see what sticks. Despite the challenges 
she's faced navigating the ups and downs 
of being a content creator, Burton says that 
her brand is simply being herself and that 
she hopes her audience will do the same.
 She and her husband, Blake Stevens 
(‘15), whom Burton affectionately calls 
"hubben" recently moved from Knoxville 
to Nashville for Stevens’ job. This meant 
an upgrade for Burton. Now she has 
a dedicated bedroom-turned-studio 
space at their home in Nashville, a huge 
improvement from her previous setup of 
filming in their attic wedged between their 
Christmas decorations and the HVAC.
 In addition to her dedication to her 
career, Burton is also a cat lover and 
frequently features her feline companion, 
Beans, on her channel. Beans has become 
such a fan favorite that fans even send 
Burton art of the beloved cat, which she 
proudly displays in her studio. She even 
has her own merchandise, or "merch," for 
her loyal followers featuring Beans.
 Burton’s passion and talent for 
reacting to movies have even garnered 
her appearances on national television, 
including an appearance on CBS Saturday 
Morning to talk about the classic Christmas 
film “It's a Wonderful Life.”
 One thing is for certain: Ashleigh Burton 
is a UT Martin alum to watch. With her 
talent, dedication and passion for film, 
there's no doubt that she'll continue 
to make a splash in the entertainment 
industry.

 “To think there's 100,000 people that 
chose to subscribe and stick around is 
absolutely wild. That this started out as 
a joke. I mean, I cried when I hit 100 
subscribers. I cried when I hit 10,000. I 
cried when I hit 30,000 and then I cried 
when I hit 100,000. I'm clearly a crier, 
because I never thought it was anything 
that I could do. Because again, why would 
somebody want to watch somebody else 
watch a movie completely uneducated 

about the movie? Does that make sense?” 
said Burton.
 Burton is a relatable and entertaining 
YouTuber who is making a positive impact 
on her audience by promoting authenticity 
and de-stigmatizing mental-health issues. 
With her unique perspectives, engaging 
personality and love for her furry friend, 
Beans, it's no wonder she has gained such 
a dedicated following.
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By Bud Grimes
Photos by Nathan Morgan
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TRAINING CENTER NAMING 
MEMORIALIZES FALLEN OFFICER
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 Decades have passed since 
Officer Lawrence Bromley was killed 
December 1991 in the line of duty as a 
member of the Dallas Police Department. 
However, his years of service and ultimate 
sacrifice were memorialized last May when 
the Lawrence D. Bromley Training Center, 
located in the C.E. Weldon Building in 
downtown Martin, was officially named 
for the fallen officer. Based on university 
records, Bromley was the first UT Martin 
criminal justice graduate to serve in law 
enforcement and lose his life in the line of 
duty. 
 Bromley (’81) was from Hohenwald, 

and his wife, Cynthia 
(’82), was a home 
economics graduate from 
South Fulton. He was 
recruited in Martin by the 
Dallas Police Department 
in 1981 and headed to 
Texas after graduation. 
His wife became a police 

dispatcher in Dallas and died of an illness 
in 1997. 
 Seventeen retired DPD officers from 
Bromley’s police academy class who 
worked with him in the narcotics unit 
attended the event. Among the DPD 
retirees was Martin native Rick Hatler 
(’72), Bromley’s commanding officer in 
the narcotics unit at the time of Bromley’s 
death. Additionally, seven current DPD 
officers attended and included the four-
officer DPD Honor Guard. Also attending 
were Bromley’s sister, Nancy Ray (’78), 
her husband, Brad (’78), of Lexington, 
and their daughter, Amy. 
 The event was emceed by Dr. Charley 
Deal (’92, ’96), UT Martin vice chancellor 
for university advancement, and included 
the presentation of the colors by the DPD 
Honor Guard, welcoming comments from 
university chancellor Dr. Keith Carver 
and Martin mayor and UTM alumnus 
Randy Brundige, and remarks by Dr. Brian 
Donavant, UT Martin professor of criminal 
justice. Don Green (’81), a Tennessee 
Peace Officers Standards and Training 
Commission member who was raised in 
South Fulton, was the keynote speaker. 
Green retired in 2008 as deputy chief of 
the Knoxville Police Department. A ribbon 
cutting concluded the event. 
 Donavant visited with Dallas attendees 
at dinner the previous evening, and 
although he never personally knew 
Bromley, he learned much about him 
through stories told by those who did.   
“He was a great student. He was driven. 
He had goals that he had set for his life,” 
Donavant said. “And when the Dallas 

Police Department was recruiting in Martin 
all those many years ago, he answered 
that call.” Bromley proceeded to live a life 
of service in Dallas that is still remembered. 
 “He made a profound impact on 
his classmates at the police academy,” 
Donavant said. “He made a profound 
impact on the officers, the colleagues that 
he worked with through his career, and 
I am so privileged to be able to say that 
Larry continues to make an impact today 
all these many years later.”
 Don Green echoed Donavant’s 
sentiments about the fallen officer. “There’s 
no doubt he left a huge impact on the law 
enforcement profession and members of 
his community,” Green said in his remarks. 
“I will tell you that as any individual in law 
enforcement, the best thing that could be 
said about us is what legacy we leave for 
those that come behind us.” He directed 
his closing words to those who knew 
Bromley best: “I am so proud, and I’m 
honored that you came, and you continue 
to advocate for your brother.”
 Albert Martinez, DPD executive assistant 
chief, recognized members present from 
Bromley’s 1981 police academy class, as 
well as police officers from around the 
region who attended the event. “We all 
hurt when we fall,” he said. “We all hurt.” 
He noted the increasingly complex job that 
law-enforcement professionals face, which 
means that more and better-trained officers 
are needed. “And so here, I hope, that in 
the Larry Bromley Training Center, we will 
continue to see those seeds being planted 
and more serve,” Martinez said. “Those 
hearts of service will continue to push 
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forward. I also want to say 
that for Larry, you know, 
for us officers, we’re all 
willing to go into the line 
of fire.”
 Nancy Ray was deeply 
moved by the show of support for her 
late brother and especially from those 
who traveled long distances to honor his 
memory. “Well, it just makes us proud 
of Larry and everything that he did and 
makes me proud of my university that 
they’ve chosen to honor him with this,” 
she said following the ribbon cutting. 
“We’re just amazed at the number of 
people that came from Dallas,” she said. 
“Most of them, I might have heard their 
names from Larry, but I didn’t know any of 
them. So, it’s amazing to see how many 
lives he touched.” 
 Space for the Bromley Training Center is 
provided by the city of Martin and made 
possible following the construction and 
opening of the new Martin Public Library. 
The facility features a VirTra judgmental 
use-of-force simulator purchased through 
a USDA Delta Health Care Services grant 
awarded to the UT Martin Criminal Justice 
Program for its De-escalation Techniques 
and Emergency Response Project. 
 The two-year DETER Project is funded 
at $547,293 and will deliver de-escalation 
and emergency health-intervention 
education and training to reduce the 
injury and mortality rates of police-citizen 
encounters. Jackson State Community 

College and Carey Counseling Center, 
Inc., are partnering with UT Martin for the 
project. Donavant and Dr. Cindy Boyles, 
UT Martin associate professor of criminal 
justice, wrote the grant and guide the 
project. One hundred twenty-seven officers 
and community members have received 
training at the newly named center since 
the facility opened in March. 
 Special police challenge coins were 
created to commemorate the training 
center’s naming. The Lawrence D. Bromley 
Training Center challenge coin is struck in 
official university colors and displays on the 
obverse the name of the training center, 
the date it was established and the UTM 
Criminal Justice wordmark recognizing 
Bromley’s status as an alumnus. 
 The reverse includes Sir Robert Peel’s 
policing principle “The Police Are The 
Public and The Public Are The Police” 
and the UTM criminal justice slogan 
“Together As One,” which reflects the 
interconnectedness of police and the 
citizenry they are sworn to serve. Every 
officer who completes training at the 
center will receive a coin commemorating 
Bromley’s legacy of community service 
and sacrifice, reinforcing each officer’s 
obligation to continue that service.  
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SEE MORE ONLINE
For the most up-to-date 
information, news and event 
schedules, check out the 
alumni website at 
alumni.utm.edu. 
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A Note From Alumni Relations

Alumni
 According to a recent UT Martin alumni survey, a high percentage of UT Martin alumni prefer 
to connect with other alumni through reunion events such as Homecoming, Golden Grad 50-
year reunion, Greek reunions, athletic reunions, etc. Even with all the technology available to 
keep us connected, nothing is quite the same as coming back to the place where we all met to 
reminisce and step back in time for a few moments of conversation. Most of us can probably 
think back to exactly where we met our best UTM friends, spouses, or favorite professors. Even 
though I never technically “left” UTM, there are places on campus that immediately put me back 
into my college days and make me remember people special to me. 
 Ashley Burton Stephens (‘16) is one of those alumni. I remember distinctly when she 
ran for Homecoming Queen and decided to chronical the whole experience on Instagram 
stories…her own “View from the Quad” perspective. She was preparing even then to hone her 
comic skills to one day create a career in social media entertainment. I can’t walk in front of the 
Humanities building without conjuring up her image and her hilarious take on how campaigning 
for Homecoming court was going. 
 If you haven’t made it back to campus in the past several years, I’d like to personally invite 
you to come back for a tour. We’ll take the “Deal Mobile” golf cart for a spin and visit all your 
favorite places. Call a friend, set a date, and come back home for a visit. We will be waiting! 

Jackie Johnson (‘08, ‘10)
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
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GET 
INVOLVED!
As a UT Martin alumnus, your continued 
engagement and involvement are critical to 
our success. Your personal commitment of 
time, talent and treasure will ensure our future 
growth. Visit our website to discover meaningful 
ways you can impact your university.

Volunteer Opportunities
Reunions
Alumni Council
Development Council
Mentoring Program
Young Alumni Council
Speak Out for UT
Alumni in the Classroom

ALUMNI.UTM.EDU

In addition to visiting the website, 
feel free to write, call or email 
the UT Martin Office of Alumni Relations
for more information.

Office of Alumni Relations
Dunagan Alumni Center
1900 Alumni Way
Martin, TN 38238 
(731) 881-7610
alumni@utm.edu

spotlight on alums

 Usually, faculty members who attend 
UT Martin commencements sit in rows of 
seats below the stage on the floor of the 
Kathleen and Tom Elam Center, but on 
May 6, 2022, Dr. Daniel Pigg (’22), UT 
Martin professor of English, walked across 
the stage as he received his master’s 
degree in higher education leadership. 
This degree marked his seventh master’s 
degree and his 10th degree overall, and 
with another degree in hand, Pigg entered 
his 33rd year at his newest alma mater 
doing what he enjoys most – teaching 
English and literature and religious studies 
to UT Martin students. 
 Since he was a child, the Columbia 
native was interested in being an educator. 
Between his grandmother being a third-
grade teacher and his childhood nickname, 
teaching was always the path he wanted 
to take. 
 “I knew I wanted to teach from the time 
I was eight years old. I had a relative who, 
in fact, dubbed me ‘The Professor’ at age 
eight, so this has been in the blood for 
some time,” Pigg said.
 Currently, Pigg is working on his third 
doctoral degree from Phillips Theological 
Seminary. This degree seeks to combine 
curriculum theory with teaching Biblical 
Studies in various contexts – two of Pigg’s 
areas of interest. 

continued on page 45
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UTM WELCOMES TENNESSEE COURT OF APPEALS 
– The Tennessee Court of Appeals visited UT Martin on Nov. 15 to 
hold oral arguments before a live audience and guests. Students 
and faculty were invited to sit in and listen to oral arguments in 
the Boling University Center’s Watkins Auditorium. “Bringing the 
courtroom to the students is a wonderful way to involve them in 
the judicial process,” said Court of Appeals Judge Steve Stafford 
(‘80) in a news release. “It’s also important for us, as judges, to 
get out into the community and provide this valuable teaching tool. 
We thoroughly enjoy interacting with the public in these settings.” 
A reception was held for attorneys and judges later that afternoon 
in the Champions Club. Pictured (l, r) with UT Martin Chancellor 
Keith Carver are Judge Jeff Parham (‘83) and attorney Reagan 
Brock Wallace (‘17). Parham is circuit court judge for Obion and 
Weakley counties, and Wallace is an associate attorney at Rainey, 
Kizer, Reviere & Bell, PLC, in Martin.  

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS – The Tennessee Tau chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon celebrated its 50th anniversary Sept. 23-24 at the 
SAE house on Hannings Lane. A banquet that Saturday evening at the Martin Event Center in the Martin Public Library included several 
recognitions and greetings from the national fraternity. UT Martin Chancellor Keith Carver and representatives from the Division of Student 
Affairs and University Advancement attended a welcoming event earlier in the day prior to the group picture of current and active members.
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41 YEARS OF SERVICE – Dr. Vicki Seng (’80), of Union 
City, was honored Nov. 3 during a retirement reception in the 
university’s Holland McCombs Center for 41 years of service. She 
held positions at the university ranging from a nursing department 
faculty member to nursing department chair and later served as 
a member of the chancellor’s cabinet. She retired as professor of 
nursing and associate provost in the Division of Academic Affairs. 
Seng is pictured at the reception with Chancellor Keith Carver (l) 
and Chancellor Emeritus Nick Dunagan (’68).

 For students entering their undergraduate experience, Pigg 
emphasizes the importance of reading about the experiences of 
others to understand what to expect and how to build a support 
system to lean on in times of happiness and hardship.
 “College is not a trailblazing experience whereby a person has 
an ax and hacks through a forest alone and comes out on the 
other side. That kind of going into the wilderness and surviving the 
wilderness mode is not a good paradigm for understanding what it 
means to be part of having a higher ed experience,” Pigg said.
 For those beginning an advanced degree, Pigg urges students to 
keep their goals in mind and keep track of any debts that may be 
incurred. 
 “For those people who are thinking about going on to graduate 
school, I think the question is always, ‘Why am I doing this?’” Pigg 
said. “I think it’s always okay for a student to pursue a master’s 
degree in an area that they want, as a part of their own intellectual 
curiosity and development, if they want to do that. I think beyond 
a master’s degree, it becomes a very different kind of thing to 
decide.”

continued from page 43

SPARKS FAMILY LEADS VOLUNTEER EFFORTS FOR 
MISS TENNESSEE VOLUNTEER PAGEANT – For nearly 
20 years, the Sparks family has been involved with the pageant 
industry in West Tennessee. Art Sparks (’76), UT Martin Advisory 
board chair, along with his wife, Tammy; daughters, Emily Anne 
(’08, ’20) and Jeni Beth Vincent (’05); and son-in-law, 
Josh Vincent, were named the executive committee of the Miss 
Tennessee Volunteer Scholarship Pageant in 2021. The family 
began by directing a local pageant in their hometown of Union 
City, and through years of volunteer work, eventually became 
involved with the state-level pageant. 
 As volunteers themselves, the Sparks family serves as lead 
organizers of the state pageant. In addition to a board of directors, 
they handle production, raise scholarship funds and oversee a team 
of volunteers. Art, a partner at Alexander Thompson Arnold CPAs, 
is the president and CEO of the Miss Tennessee Volunteer Pageant. 
Josh serves as vice president, and Tammy, Emily Anne and Jeni 
Beth are executive directors. 
 Even with the new leadership roles, they realize the pageant 
would not be the success it is today without the numerous 
volunteers and individuals who work at the local level leading up 
to the state event. 
 “It is so much bigger than just us,” said Emily Anne. “We 
do it because of the girls, so they have a memorable, fun and 
educational experience.”  
 Pictured (l, r) are Emily Anne Sparks, Miss Tennessee Volunteer 
Paige Clark, and Tammy and Art Sparks. 
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Names, graduation years, hometowns 
and dates of death are noted. Other 
names listed are UT Martin faculty, staff 
and university supporters. Names were 
submitted or identified by the Office of 
Alumni Relations or the Office of University 
Relations. Graduation dates are noted in 
parentheses for UT Martin graduates.

• Caryline Adkins (’80), of Cordova, 
passed away Dec. 3, 2022.

• Paul Anderson, of Danville, 
Kentucky, passed away July 9, 2022 
(retired communications faculty 
member).

• James L. Black (‘69), of 
Germantown, passed away Sept. 6, 
2022.

• Wanda Brundige (‘14), of Jackson, 
passed away June 29, 2022 (retired 
administrative assistant for the UT 
Martin Jackson Center). 

• Jane Chandler, of Dresden, passed 
away Nov. 29, 2022 (UT Martin Office 
of Academic Records retiree).

• Mildred Clarke (certificate, UTJC 
’40; UTK ’42), of Dunedin, Florida, 
passed away April 7, 2022.

• Dr. Hugh Colville (’63), of 
Germantown, passed away Dec. 19, 
2021.

• Dr. Anne Looney Cook, of 
Crossville, passed away Dec. 23, 2022 
(retired UT Martin professor emeritus of 
food science).

• Phil Dane (MBA ‘84), of Memphis, 
passed away Sept. 28, 2022 (retired 
director of intercollegiate athletics).

• Horace William Drennan (’12), of 
Arlington, passed away Aug. 9, 2022. 

• Randy Giltner (‘75), of Martin, 
passed away Jan. 11, 2023.

• Karen Gunter (’80, ’98), of South 
Fulton, passed away Aug. 18, 2022 
(retired from the Office of Research, 
Grants and Contracts). 

• Charlotte Hampton (’69), of 
Panama City Beach, Florida, passed 
away Sept. 9, 2022.

• Robert Hofmann (‘88), passed 
away Sept. 11, 2022.

• Col. Bill Kaler, of Union City, passed 
away Nov. 11, 2022 (retired assistant 
athletic director for compliance).

• Ernest Doyle Kelly (’73), of Macon, 
Georgia, passed away July 11, 2022. 

• Julia Ann (Judy) Kerley, formerly of 
Martin, died Dec. 2, 2022 (UT Martin 
Business Services retiree).

• Robert Kirk Lee (’78), of Selmer, 
passed away Nov. 23, 2022 (UT Martin 
adjunct faculty member).

• Vernon Matlock, of Dresden, passed 
away Dec. 11, 2022 (retired university 
photographer).

• Jane Miller, of Martin, passed away 
Aug. 26, 2022 (retired librarian, Paul 
Meek Library). 

• Charles Lynn Moore, of Martin, 
passed away Nov. 20, 2022 
(Information Technology Services 
retiree)

• Gwynn Morris (‘87), of Rocky Face, 
Georgia, passed away Sept. 25, 2022.

• William R. “Bill” Neese (‘68), of 
Paris, passed away July 16, 2022. 

• Dr. Charles Ogilvie, of Temple, 
Texas, passed away Oct. 14, 2022 
(retired history professor).

• Gover L. Page, of Martin, passed 
away Dec. 17, 2022 (retired UT Martin 
golf coach).

• Cynthia Parker (’22), of Union 
City, passed away Nov. 30, 2022 
(posthumous degree conferred Dec. 10, 
2022)

• James Herbert Pritchett Sr. (‘62), 
of Martin, passed away June 21, 2022. 

• Derek Michael Record (’22), of 
Rutherford, passed away April 18, 
2022 (posthumous degree conferred 
Dec. 10, 2022).

• William “Bill” Terry Rickman 
(‘61), of Maryville, passed away July 
13, 2022. 

• Tim Rogers (’85, ‘88), of Lexington, 
passed away July 21, 2022.

• Durell Royster, of Martin, passed 
away Jan. 4, 2023 (retired secretary for 
the Boling University Center).

• Harold Lee Russell II (‘08), of 
McKenzie, passed away Aug. 23, 
2022.

• Dr. Ali Sabahi, of Murray, Kentucky, 
passed away Nov. 10, 2022 (current 
faculty member).

• Dr. Glenna Sumner, of Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, passed away 
Oct. 29, 2022 (retired business faculty 
member).

• Charles Walker, of Murray, Kentucky, 
passed away July 2, 2022 (former 
longtime adjunct instructor for the 
Department of English and Modern 
Foreign Languages).

• Judge John Everett Williams 
(‘77), of Huntingdon, passed away 
Sept. 2, 2022.

• Billy Joe Winstead, of Martin, 
passed away Nov. 17, 2022 (UT Martin 
Physical Plant retiree).

• Harry Spero Zepatos Jr. (’72-’74), 
of Memphis, passed away Nov. 16, 
2022.
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1970
David Tuttle (’70) had his book, “Soul 
Licensed Tips and Tales,” published. The 
book is available for purchase from Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble and other booksellers. 

1975
Former Tennessee State Senator Roy 
Herron (’75) finished his fourth book, 
“Faith in Politics: Southern Political Battles 
Past and Present,” and completed his 11th 
Ironman triathlon. 

1976
David Stockett (’76) retired after 40 
years of working for the state of Tennessee. 
He spent 36 years working for Medicaid and 
TennCare and four years with the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation.

1982
Julie Griggs (’82) graduated from the 
WestStar Leadership Program in 2010.

Freddie Hudson (’82) became the sales 
director-federal and defense sector for 
PQShield.

1986
Lynn Welch Ferguson (’86) worked as 
a family nurse practitioner for 10 years and 
is the owner of Kid to Kid-Brentwood, a 
children’s resale store. In 2020, she opened 
her second store, Uptown Cheapskate, in 
Murfreesboro. 

1995
April Curlin (’95) received her Master’s 
in Public Administration from Murray State 
University and is the new director of human 
resources for the City of Brentwood. 

1996
Debora Bates (’96) finalized the adoption 
of her twin boys and is pursuing a Master of 
Law degree from Regent University.

Share your story with us! Submit a Skyhawk Note at alumni.utm.edu.

1998
Andrea Pierpoint (’98) accepted a 
position as a personal injury attorney at 
Labrum Law Firm in Middle Tennessee.

1999
Bob Duncan (’99) is the new executive 
vice president and chief operating officer 
of Connecticut Children’s, the only hospital 
in Connecticut dedicated exclusively to 
the care of children. As a member of the 
executive management team, he will lead 
and help execute the health system’s new 
five-year strategic plan, which includes the 
ground breaking and construction of a new 
225,000-square-foot, in-patient hospital 
tower. Duncan is a 1998 graduate of the UT 
Martin WestStar Leadership Program.

2010
Anna Cox McCoy (’10) and Nathan 
Morgan became engaged on Sept. 20, 2022 
on the UT Martin campus. McCoy works as 
a family and consumer sciences extension 
agent for the University of Kentucky in 
Fulton County, and Morgan works as the 
assistant director of news and visuals for the 
UT Martin Office of University Relations and 
serves as Campus Scene editor.

2009
Roger Dunn (’09) became the senior 
director of disaster cycle services for the 
Rhode Island Chapter of the American Cross 
in June 2022. He has had a busy start to his 
job but feels blessed to have the opportunity 
to work for an organization that serves 
communities all around the country. 

2013
Jennifer Griffith (’13) accepted a job as 
director of communications with Northwest 
Mississippi Community College in Senatobia, 
Mississippi.

2017
Tanna Heathcott (’17) has a successful 
career as a financial advisor at Edward Jones 

in Tullahoma. She helps people organize, 
grow, protect and transfer their wealth 
seamlessly to their loved ones. 

After earning his degree in agricultural 
business, Chad Warden (’17), pursued 
a career with Perdue Farms in Washington, 
Indiana. In 2022, he was appointed plant 
manager of Perdue’s only turkey harvest 
facility. He and his wife, Amber Warden 
(’16), live in Indiana with their two 
children, Amelia and Jack. 

2019
Tyra Hawkins (’19) graduated from 
Middle Tennessee State University with a 
Master of Education in Higher Education 
Administration & Supervision. In June, she 
relocated to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
and is now the assistant director of 
diversity, equity and inclusion at Augustana 
University. 

Ashley O’Toole (’19) welcomed her first 
child in April 2021. 

Lexi Avent (’19) married her UT Martin 
sweetheart, Tristen Avent (’19) in 2022. 
The couple live in northwest Arkansas 
where Lexi works in the at the University of 
Arkansas Animal Science Department, and 
Tristen is working toward his PhD in weed 
science. 

2020
Brenda Mills (’20) began a new job 
with UT Extension. She is a graduate of the 
UT Martin Parsons Center. 

Emma Fieser (’20) is working on her 
PhD in philosophy at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. 

2022
In addition to being the credentialing 
coordinator for West Tennessee Healthcare-
Encompass Health at Cane Creek, 
Bailey Smith (’22) is now the facility’s 
administrative/accounting assistant. 
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To see all our available 
graduate programs, visit:
utm.edu/degreeprograms

HAVE A STEM DEGREE? 
Become a teacher through the UTM Noyce 

Scholars Program. For more info, visit: 
utm.edu/noyce

class notes

CONNECT UT...
is a new platform designed exclusively for UT System 
alumni, students, faculty and staff that brings our 
campus communities together for personal and 
professional networking on a global scale.

CONNECT UT...
it takes less than a minute to sign-up. Join this 
exclusive, secure network today and share in the 
unique advantages of your affiliation with your 
campus and the UT System.

Get started at connectut.tennessee.edu
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one last thought
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT Ethan Parham, Martin, Tennessee

49

 As a high school junior, Ethan Parham 
hadn’t expected to stay in his hometown 
for his college experience. Fast forward to 
the summer of his college senior year and 
attending UT Martin has paid dividends. 
Parham completed an internship in August 
at General Motors’ largest North American 
facility, the Spring Hill Manufacturing Plant, 
which proved to be a transformational 
experience for the future mechanical 
engineer. 
 During his internship, Parham’s 
responsibilities included handling 
maintenance requests, organizing digital 
files and implementing a component to 
increase the cost and time efficiency of 
welding car frames. However, one of the 
most valuable experiences for Parham 
was the opportunity to present in front of 
company executives.

 “We had an introduction presentation 
and a final presentation in front of the 
plant managers, plant directors and their 
staff. Getting to present about us and 
about our projects in front of them was a 
valuable experience that most people don’t 
get to do,” Parham said.
 Parham worked with students from 
schools of different sizes, including The 
Ohio State University, Purdue University, 
Georgia Tech, the University of California, 
Davis, and Duke University.
 “There’s so many people from different 
backgrounds, whether it’s interns or 
the maintenance crew or even my 
managers, everybody came from different 
backgrounds,” Parham said. “It was neat 
to see what brought them to GM and also 
to Spring Hill, because a lot of them came 
from Michigan, Ohio and far off.”

 As for his decision to attend college 
close to home, one of the greatest 
resources that UT Martin had to offer was 
the size of the campus, which allowed him 
to build close relationships with fellow 
students, faculty and staff members. He’s 
grateful to several special people who 
supported his experience. 
 “Dr. Charley Deal (UT Martin vice 
chancellor for university advancement), 
Ms. Brandon Gibson (family friend), and 
Ms. Ashley Owens (UT Martin lecturer of 
engineering) have all provided advice and 
guidance that aided me throughout the 
interview process and overall internship 
experience.”
 After completing his internship, Parham 
hopes that his successful participation has 
introduced UT Martin to new faces and 
opened the door for other students.
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