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Lesson Title:  Bean Counting for a Bike
Length: (45 minutes)
Standard(s) Addressed:  6.RP.A.3, 7.RP.A.3, 7.NS.A.3
Materials:
1. Fish bowl
2. Pinto beans
3. Digital Scale
4. Solo Cup
5. Dennis the Menace DVD (Season 1, Episode 16:  Dennis and the Bike) (optional)
Outline:
1. Watch the clip about the contest.
2. Only the teacher’s fish bowl has beans.
3. Discuss strategies.
4. Weigh the empty fish bowl.
5. Weigh 25 beans.
6. Calculate the ratio of beans to grams.
7. Calculate the number of beans in the teacher’s bowl.
Questions:
1. What are some other strategies to count the number of beans (without brute force).
2. Why did we not weigh just one bean?








